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PREFACE: 


<a 


1 HE debates of the Iriſh Senate, antecedent to 


the ſeſſion which commenced in 1781, have been 
almoſt totally neglected; but at that æra when, by 


the glorious efforts of her patriot ſons, Ireland had 


aſſumed her rank amongſt the nations, the exalted 
talents and great abilities which that event had call- 
ed into action, became the admiration of the world, 
and mankind was anxious to learn the progreſſive 
ſteps which led to our emancipation To gratiſy 
general curioſity, we then ventured to publiſh our 
firſt volume of Parliamentary Debates ; and though 
we are conſcious that our utmyſt efforts have been 
too feeble to do juſtice to thoſe excellent men, 
who are at once the guardians and ornament of 


their country, yet a generous public has overlook- 
ed our deficiencies, and the rapid ſale of two edi-. ' 


tions of that work have marked their approbation 
of our labour. Emboldefied by ſuch encourage- 
ment, we have extended our plan, and we pre- 
ſume to ſay. that the two volumes containing the 
debates of the ſeffion of 1783-4, which we now 
offer to the public, will be found of as much im- 
portance as thoſe of 1781-2. 


DuBL1N, | K 


„ November, 1784. 
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Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, 


Returned to ſerve in Parliament, to meet on the 
14th Day of Ociober, in the twenty-third Year 
of the Reign of his Majeſty Gzorcs the Third, 
in Purſuance of his Majeſty's Writs of Election, 
bearing Date the 26th of Fuly, 1783. 


! 


— 


— — 


Ax TRI County. Right Hon. Richard Jackſon. 
Michael Smith, Eſq; in the 
ON. Hercules Rowley. Room of the Right Hon. Rich- 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. ard Jackſon, who made his 
Borough of Antrim. Election to ſerve for Coleraine. 
Hon. William ſohn Skeffington. ||] okif Dain, Uſa = m—_ * 
of the Ri 4 
* r O'Neill, Ti made his Elec 
Borough of Belfaſt. tion to ſerve for the County of 
Hon. Henry Skeffington. Antrim. | 
Alexander Crookſhank, Eſq; A c k 
e the Room SENIOR e 
of Alexander Crookſhank, Eſq; || Right Hon. William Brownlow. 
now one of the Juſtices of the || William Richardion, Eſq; 


Court of Common Pleas. 3 of Armagh. 


Berough of Liſburne. Henry Meredyth, Eſq; 
William Sharman, Ef, George wn” ag 8 
William Todd Jones, ſay Barendb of Chiblomins, © ' 


| Borough { Randalſtewn. Sir Anneiley Stewart, Bt. 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. Right Hon. Henry Grattan, 
ELIT a 2 | 


Sir Richard Butter, Bart. - 


Ta 


- 


þ Charles Stewart, Eſq; 


CarnicxrenGUus CounTY 
and Town. 


Right Hon. Barry Yelverton.” 
Conway Richard Dobbs, Eſq; 
WaddelhCunningham, &1q; in 


the Room of the Right Hon. | Pranci 
Barry Yelverton, now Chief | 1 


Baron of the Exchequer. 


CArRHRERTLOGH CounTy. 
William Burton, Eſa; 


: —__ of Catherlagb. 
Sir John Browne, Bart. 
Charles Defvoeux, Eſq; 


——_ Berengh of Old Leigblin. | 
Hon. Henry Lawes Luttrell. 
Hon. Arthur Acheſon. © 


Cavan Cour. 


George Montgomery, Eſq; _ 


Sir Skeffington Smyth, Bart. 
David Latouche, jun. Eſq; 
Bieragb of Cavan. 
Thomas Neſbitt, Eſqʒ 1 | 
Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. | 
CLAN County. 


Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq; 


| þ of Ennis. 
Stewart Weldon, Eſq; 
John Thomas Foſter, Eſq; 


Coxx CouNnTyY, 


James Bernard, Eſq; 


tou 


* 


—— 


i MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of Baltimore. 


Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly 


called Lord Sudley. 
Richard Longfield, Eſq; 
Beringh of BandoysBridge. - 
EN Eng «+ 


Lodge Morres, Eſq; 


Berough of Caftlemartyr. 


John Bennett, Eſq; 
| Brodrick Chinnery, Eſq; 


- _- Banadeb of | Charleville. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 


John Bennett, Eſq; 


Wchard St. George, Eſq; in the 
Room of John Bennett, Eſq; 
who made his. Election to ſerve 
for Cafilemartyr. 


Eorcugh of Cleghnikelty. 
Thomas Adderley Ka; | 
Attiwell Wood, Eſq; 

Charles O'Neill, -Eſqz in the 
Room of Attiwell Wood, Eſqz 
deceaſed. ; 

City of Cork. f 

* Honourable John Hely 

utchinſon. 

Richard Longfeld, Fiq 

Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; in the 
Room of Richard Longfield, 


| Eſq; declated not duly elect- 
4 ed. 
Sir Hugh Dillon Maſſey, Bart. | 


Berough of Deneraile. 
Hon. Hayes Sentleger. 


James Chatterton, Eſq 


: Tawn of Kinſale, 
James Kearney, Eſq; 


Cromwell Price, Eſq; 
Town of Mallow. 


Right Hon, Robert King, com- Denham Jephſon, Eſq; 
3 e Lorg N 


ugſbo- Sir James Laurence Cotter, 
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HOUSE OF 


Borongh of Middleton. 


Thomas Pigott, Eſq; * 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; 


Bzrough of Rathcormuck. 


Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 

Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq 

Right Hon. Thomas Orde, in 
the Room of Sackville Hamil- 
ton, Eſq; who made his Elec a 
tion to ſerve for the City of 
Clogher. 


Teton of Youghal. 


Robert Uniacke, Eiq; 
James Uniacke, Efqz 


Doxecal County. 


Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 
Henry Vaugh. Brooke, Eſq; 
Borough of Ballyſbannon. 
William Ogilvie, Eſq; 
Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 
Borough of Donegall. 
Honourable Arthur Gore, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount 
Sudley, 
Henry Hatton, Eſq; a 
Sir John Freke, Bart. in the 
Room of Lord Viſcount Sud- 


ley, who made his Election 
to ſerve for Baltimore, 


Borough of Killybeggs. 
Right Hon. Wil. Conyngham. 


James Ficzgerald, Eſq; of Dub- | zac Corry, the Younger, Eſq; | 


Brough of Newtown. 


lin. 

William Colville, Eſq; in the 
Room of James Fitzgerald, 
Eſq; who made his Election 
to ſerve for Tulſk. 


Brough of Lifferd. 
Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Sir Nicholas Lawleſs, Bart. 


COMMONS. ii 


| Pearough of St. Jabnſtoꝛun. 


Hou. Robert Howard. 
Hon. William Forward. 


Down County. 


Right Hon. Arthur Hill, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount 
Kilwarlin, | 


Hon. Edward Ward. 


Borough of Bangor. 

Hon. Edward Ward. 
Edward Hunt, Efq; 

Richard Magenis, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Edward 
Ward, who made his Elec- 
tion to ſerve for the County of 
Dawn. 


1 


—_— 


Borough of Dewnpatrrich. 
Hon. Hercules Rowley, 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq; _ 
Andrew Caldwell, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Hercules 


Rowley, who made his Elec- 
tion to ſerve for the County of 
Antrim. 


B:raigh of Hillſboreugh. 
William Montgomery, Eſq 
James Bailie, Eſqz + 


Borough of K illyle-agh, 


| Sir John Blackwood, Bart. 


ö 


| Robert Blackwood, Efq; 


Brrmegh of Newry, 
bert Roſs, Eſq; 


illiam Brabazon Ponſonby, 

Eſq; | 

Lodge Morres, Eſq; 

Right Hon. John Ponſonby, in 
the Room of Lodge Morres, 
Eſq; who made his Election 
to lerve for Bandon. 


* 


Ponſonby, Eſq; who, made 


Sir Samuel Bradſtreet, Bart. 
Nathaniel Warren, Eſq; in the 


Laurence Parſons, Eſq; 
_ _ Arthur Browne, Eſq; _ 


iv MEMBERS OF THE 


George Lowther, Eſq; in the 


Room of William Brabazon 


his Election to ſerve for the 
County of Kilkenny. 


DxoGueteDa County and 
Town. 


Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq; 
John Forbes, Eſq; | 


. 


Dos lid County. 


Nicht Hon. Luke Gardiner. 


Sir Edward Newenham, Kt. 
; City of Dublin. 


"Travers Hartley, Eſq; 


Room of Sir Samuel Bradſtreet, 
now one of the juſtices of the 
Court of King's Bench. 


Univerfity of Dublin. 


Borough of Newca/lle. 
David Latouche, jun. Eſq; | 
John Latouche, E1fq; 


William Power Keating Trench, 
Eſq; 


Town of Athenry. 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 
Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 

Town of Gahvay. 
Right Hon. Denis Daly. 


Denis Bowes Daly, Eſqz 
Anthony Daly, Eſq; in the 


Charles Cobbe, Eſq; 
John Hatch, Eſq; 


Brreugh of Swords. | 


FexManacuy County. 


Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 


Bareugb of Ennmiſfillen, 


1 


Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 
K. B 


John Me. Clintock, Eſq; 


GaLway Country. 


Right Hon. Denis Daly. 


Room of the Right Hon. Denis 
Daly, who made his Election 
to ſerve for the County of Gal- 
way. 


Borough of Tuam. 
Right . Cuffe. 
David Latouche, Jun. Eſq; 
Robert Day, Eſq; in the Room 
of David Latouche, E1q; who 
made his Election to ſerve for 
Belturbet. | 
Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart. in 
the Room of the tight Hon. 
ames Cuffe, who made his 
Zlection to ſerve for the Coun- 
ty of Mayo. . 


Kenky County, 
Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 
Richard Townſend Herbert, 
| Etg; 


Brrough of Ardfert. 
Right Hon. John Scott. 


Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. 


John Tydd, Eſq; in the Room 
of the Right Hon. John Scott, 
who made his Election tederve 
for Portarlington, 


| Borough of Dingle-l[couch. 
Hon. Hayes Sentleger. 
Richard Boyle "Townſend, Eſq; 


John Townſend, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Hon, Hayes Sent- 


4+ © w 


ſerve for Doneralle. 


Borough of Tralee. 
William Godfrey, Eſq; 
James Carigue Ponſonby, Eſq; 


KILDARE Cour. 


Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitz- 


rald. 


John Wolfe, Eſq; 


Borough of Athy. 
Right Hon. Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald. 
Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 


Borough of Harriflown, 
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Thomas Burgh, of Old Town, 
Eſq; 
Berough of Kildare. 
Right Hon. Lord Henry Fitz» 
gerald. 
Simon Digby, Eſq; 


Borough of Naas. 
Hon. John Bourke. 
Hugh Carleton, Eſq; 


KitxkenNy CounTyY. 


1 2 Brabazon Ponſonby, 

8 

Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 
Borough of Callen. 

George Agar, Eſq; 

John Bourke O'Flaherty, Eſq; 


Borough of St. Canice, alias 
Ir i/btown. 

Hon. Richard Anneſley. 

John Monck Maſon, Bia; 


Borough of Inniſtioge. 
George Ponſonby, Eſq; 
John Uſher, Eſq; 


' 


— 
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leger, who made his Election to] 


Borough of Gouran. 
Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 
George Dunbar, Eſq; 

George Burdet, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Henry Wel- 


| bore Agar, who made his Elec- 


tion to ſerve for the County of 
Kilkenny. 


Hon. William Cuffe. 
John Butler, Eſq; 
Borough of Knoeopher. 
Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriſhe, Eſq; 
Borough of Thomaftewn. = 
George Roth, Eſq; 
Patrick Welch, Etq; 


| Kinc's Counrtr, 


Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
John Lloyd, Eſq; | 
Borough of Banagher. 
Peter Holmes, Eſq; 
Richard Malone, Eſq; 


Berough of Philipftown, 


John Toler, Eſq; 


Henry Cope, Eſq; 


LzITRIM County. 


Peter Latouche, —_ 

Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. 

John Gore, Eſq; in the Room 
of the Right Hon. Henry The- 
ophilus Clements, who was 
declared not duly elected. 


Borough of ick-0n-Shannon. 
Right Hon. Thomas Pelham. 
George Sandford, Eſq; ; 
Edward King, Eſq; in the 
Room of George Sandford, 


„ 


| Berouph of Newtiwun Limavady. 


Right Honourable Edmund Sex- 


vi MEMBERS OF THE 


Eſq; who made his Election 
to ſerve for the Borough 
Roſcommon. 


. Brough of Jameſtown, 


Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Henry Brewin, Eſq; 


Loxcrord County. 
Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq; 
Henry Gore, Eſq; 

Boreugh of Granard. 
Robert Jepliſon, Efq; 
George William Molyneux, 
Eſq; 


Brough of Laneſborough. 


Limerick County. 


Hon. Hugh Maſſey. David Latouche, the Younger, 
Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. Eq; 
1 7 Robert Dillon, Eſq; i 
Ny. . * Ech Ion. Cornelius Bolton, 'Eſq; in the 
Jo — __ Jz Room of David Latouche, Eſq; 
= Grifath, the Younger, I} 1,0 made his Election to ſerve 
95 for Belturbet. 


Berongb of Xilnalloct. 
Rt. Hon. John Fitzgibbon, Efq3 
John Armſtrong, Etq; 


City of Limerick. 


Brough of Longford. 

Hon. Thomas Packenham, 

Hon. Hercules Rowley. 

Henry Stewart, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Hercules 
Rowley, who made his Elec- 
tion to ſerve for the County of 
Antrim. 


Barong h of St. Tohnſtzwn. 
Sir Thomas Fetherſtone, Bart · 
Nicholas Colthurſt, Eſq; 


LovTtu Covunrty. 


Right Hon. John Foſter. 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſa; 


Borough of Ardee. 
John Ruxton, Eſq; 
Charles Ruxton, Efq; 


Bormgh of Carli ord. 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 
K.B | 


Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; NJ 
Bo-ough of Dundalk. , 
Right Hon. Robert Jocelyn, 
commonly called Lord Viſc. 
Jocelyn. 
Hon. George Jocelyn. 


ten Pery, Speaker of the Hon. 
Houſe of Commons. 


Thomas Smyth, Eq; 


LoxponDerrty Cour rx. 


Right Hon. Thomas Conolly. 
Right Hon. Edward Cary. 
Borough of Coleraine. 
Right Hon. Richard Jackſon. 
Right Hon. John Beresford. | 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſc; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. John 
Beresford, who made his Elec- 


tion to ſerve for the County of 
Waterford. 


City of Lendenderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
James Alexander, Eſq; 


John Staples, Eſq; 
Jah Biaknrdiny Eſq; 


—- 


HOUSE OF 


Bor: ugh of Dunleer. 
John William Foſter, Etqz 
Henry Coddington, Eiqz 


Mayo CounTY. 
Right Hon. James Cuffe. 


Hon. Dennis Browne. 
Bormgh of Caſile bar. 
Hon,ylamies Browne. 
Richard Longfield, Eſq; 
Thomas Warren, Eſq; in the 
Room of Richard Longfield, 
Eſc; who made his Election to 
ſerve for Baltimore. 


Mar Cour. 


Right Hoh. Hercules Langford 
Rowley. 
Gorges Lowther, Eſc 
Borough of Athooy. 
Hugh Howard, Efc; 
Thomas Bligh, Eſq; 


Borough of Dulezk. 
Andrew Ram, Eſq 


Abel Ram, EId; 


B:rough of K. el, 
Hon. Thomas Taylor, com- 
monly called Lord Headfort. 
Hon. Hercules Langford Tay- 


lor. 


Berough of Newar. 
John Preſten, of Ballinter, Eſq; 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſc; 


bormph of Katcath. 
2 Forbes, Lig; 
eter Met ge, Eſq; . 
Artltur Forbes, Eſc; in the 
Room cf John Forces, Liqz 
who made kis EleGion to 
ſerve for Drogheda. 
John Metge, Lſq; in the Room 
of Peter Metge, Esa; now one 


COMMONS. vii 


of the Barons of the Exche- 


quer. - of 
Horongh of Trim. = 
Right Hon. John Pomeroy, | 
Hon. William Vetley Pole. 


Mo x AGHAN CounTy. 


Charles Powell Leſlie, Eſq 
John Montgomery, Eq; 
Barengb of Mons, br, 
Right Hon. Lieut. Gen, Robert 
Cuninghame. 

Thomas james Forteſcue, Eſc 
Right Honourable Thevphitus 
Jones, in the Room of The- 
mas James Forteſcue, Eſqz 
who made his Election to ſerve 


for the County of Lowth. 


Queen's CounTr. 
Sir John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſq; 

Borough of Ballynakill, 


Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart. 
vir William Montgomery, Bart. 


; John Moore, the Younger, Eſc; | 


in the Room of Sir Anneſle 
Stewart, who made his Elec- 
tion to ſerve for Chariemoart. 


Brough of Mor borough, 


ir John Parnell, Fart. 


Charlies Henry Coote, Eſc; 
Night Hon. Sit Arthur Brooke, 
Bart. in the Kom of Sir john 
Parneil, who made his Ulec- 
tion to ſerve for the Queen's 
County. 


BGaug b if Portarlingien, 
Right / Hon. John Scott. N 

| Thotas Kelly, Eſq; 

| Sir Boyle Rucke, Bart. in the 


Room of '} homas Kelly, Eſq; 
b | 


£ 
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now one of the Juſtices of the 
Court of Common Pleas. 


® Roscommon CouN r. 


Arthur French, Eſq; 
Sir Edward Crofton, Bart. 


Boraugh e Beyle. 

Right Hon. Henry King. 

Peter Metge, Eſq; 

Robert Boyd, Etſy; in the Room 
of Pet. Metze, EiGz who made 
his EleQion to ferve for Ra- 
toath, | 


Borough of Roſcommon. 
Sir Cornwallts Maude, Bart, 
George Sandford, Eſy; Captain 
Sch Dragoons, 
Brrough of Tulſk. 
William Caulfield, Eſq; 
James Fitzgerald, Eſq; 


SLico County. 
Charles O'Hara, Eſq; 


Owen Wynne, the Younger, 


Eſqs. 


Brough of Sligo. 
Right Hon. Owen Wynne. 
Right Hon. John Foſter. 


Thomas Dawlon, Eſq; in the 


Room of the Right Hon. Jokn 
Foſter, who made his Election 


to ſerve for the County of 
Lo 


Tirrenia CouNnTY. 
Henry Prittie, Eſq; 
Daniel Toler, Eſq; 
City of Caſhell, _ 
Richard Pennefather, jun. Eſq; 
William Peanefather, .Eſc; 


_ Barough of Clonmell. 
Hon. Witham Moore. 
die phen Moore, Eſc; 


8 
Brough of Fethard. 


Cornelius O'Callaghan, Eſq; 
Thomas Barton, Eſq; 


Tyrone CounTY- 


_ Stewart, Eſq; 
athaniel Montgomery, Eſq; 


Borough of Aug ber. 


William Richardſon, * 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq; 


Bareugh or City of Clogher. 
Thomas St. George, Eſq; 
Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 

Borough of Dungannon. 

Right Hon, Edmund Sexten 
Pery. 

Hon. Thomas Knox. 

Lorenzo Moore, Eſq; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. Ed- 
mund Sexten Pefgy, who made 
his Election to ſerve for the 
City of Limerick. 

' Borough of Strabane, 
Henry Pomeroy, Eſq; 

Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bart, 


Wartexrord County. 


Right Hon. John Beresford. 
Sir James May, Bart. 


Borough of Dungarwvan. 
Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Godfrey Greene, Eſq; 


Borough of Liſmere, 
Right Hon. Sir Hen. Cavendiſh, 
rt 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart, 
Bereugh of Tallagh, 


| Coldnel Hugh Cane. 


John\Hobſon, Eſq; 


City of Waterford. 
Henry Alcock, Eſq; 
Robert Shapland Carew, Efq; 


WesTmrearTH CounTY. 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 

Richard Malone, Eſq; 

William Smyth, Eſq; in the 
Room of Richard Malone, 
Eſq; declared not duly eleQ- 


'Borengh of Athlone. 
Sir Richard St, George, Bart. 
William Handcock, Eſq; 
Borough of Fore. 
Hon. George Frederick Nugent, 


commonly called Lord Delvin. 
Gervais Parker Buſhe, Eſq; 


Borough of Kilbeggan. 
Henry Flood, Eſq; 
John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 
Manor of Mullingar, 
Francis Hardy, Eſq; 


_ Doyle, Eſqz Major 103d 
" t. 


WexrorD Cour. 


Right Hon. George Ogle. 
Sir Veſey Colclough, Bart. 


Borcugb of Bannow. 


Henry Loftus, Eſq; 


Captain Nicholas Loftus Tot- 
tenham. 


Borcug hb of Clomines. 
Charles Tottenham, Eſq; of 
New Roſs, 


Captain Thomas Loftus, of iſt 
orſe. 


Birreugb of Enniſcorthy. 
Wiltam Alexander Engliſh, 
Eſq; 


HOUSE OF COMMONS ix 


Mountifort Longfield, Eſq; 

Mountifort Longfield, Eſq; and 
Conway Heatly, Eſq; in the 
Room of William Alexander 
Engliſh, Eſq; and Mountifort 
Longfield, Eſq; their Election 
being * void. 

B:rmgh-of Fethard. 


Right Hon. Charles Tottenham 


Loftus, | 
Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſq; 
Ephraim Carrol, Eſq; in the 
Koom of the Right Hon, Char- 
les Tottenham Loftus, who 
made his Election to ſerve 
for the Town of Wexford. 
Borough of Newbwrough, alias 
. Gorey. 
Stephen Ram, Eſq; 
Major Richard Vowell, of the 
h Regiment. | 
Tin of New-Rofs. 
Charles Tottenham, of Bally- 
curry, Eſqs 
Robert Leigh, Eſq; 


Borouzh of Taghmon. 
Dudley Huſſey, Eſq; 
Hon. Richard Hely Hutchinſon. 
Town of Wexford, 
Richard Nevill, Eſq; 
Ri 1 Charles Tottenham 
tus. 


W1ickLow County. 
Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 
Hon. John Stratford. 


Borough of Baltinglas. 

Hon. John Stratford. 

Warden Flood, Eſq; 

James Somerville, Efq; in the 
Room of the Hon. John Strat- 
ford, who made his EleQion 

to ſerve for the County of 


Wicklow, 


x MEMBERS OF THE, '&. 
Sir John Allen Johnſton, ' Bart. || Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 


in the Room of James Somer- 
ville, Eſq; declared not duly 
elected. 


Borengh of Bleſfagten. 
William 1 Eiq; 
John Reilly, tfq; 
dir Richard Johnſton, Bart. in 

the Room of William Mont- 
gomery, Eſq; who, made his 
EleQion to ſerve for Hillſbo- 
rough. 


Brough of Carysfort. 
Right Hon. Sir Wm. Oſborne, Bt. 


John FProby Otborne, Eſq; in 
the Room of the R:ght tion. 
Sir William Oſborne, deccat- 
ed. * 

Brough of Wicklow. 

John Lloyd, Eſq; 

Edward Tighe, Iſa; 

Samuel Hayes, Eſqz in the 
Room of john Lloyd, Eſc; 
who made his Flection to 

ſerve for the King's Coun- 


ty. 
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The FirsT guete of the Fou RTR Phatianany 
In the Reign of his preſent Majeſty. 


TursDay, OctTonar 14, 1783, 


1 day, being the firſt day of the meeting of the 
rllament, purſuant to proclamation, and alſo to the writs — 


ad ifſued for that purpoſe, the greater part of the members being 
met in their Houl:, the following af 13:6 was delivered by the 
Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : « 


% Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


* It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that you. 
attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ | 


11 the members went up to attend his Excellency i in 
the Houſe of Peers, where the Lord Chancellor ſaid, 


\<© Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
«© Tt is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's de that you 
repair to your own Houſe, and there chuſe a fit perſon to be your 
Speaker, and having ſo done, that you preſent him herg e 
to — . 4 for his * * 
oL 


2 PARLIAMENTARY 
The Commons then returned, and being ſworn, 


Mr. Pelbaty aroſe. —He ſaid the arduous ſituation in which the | 
2 Houſe ſtood, 1 in the perſon who filled it, 
not only the moſt perfect knowledge and thorough experience of 


Speaker 0 


parliamentary buſineſs ; not only an intimate acquaintance wrth, 
and ardent love for the conſtitution of his country, but the greateſt 
ſetenity of tergper to hear, and the moſt undaupted ſpirit at all 
times y to maintain the dignity of the Chair, and the privi- 
leges of the Commons: Every gentleman, he ſaid, muſt perceive 
how ſtrongly this character applied to the Right Hon. Perſonage, 
who in the two laſt parliaments ſo worthily filled the chair z and 
though from his (Mr. Pelham) being almoſt a ſtranger in Ireland, 


It Might be r that he had not a ſufficient acquaintance with 
Mr. Pery, fully to juſtify what he had advanced, he aſſured 


the members, that the luſtre of his reputation had ſpread itſelf far 
beyond this country, and upon the credit of that reputation, join- 
ed with his own knowledge, he would propoſe him to fil the 
chair of that Hpuſe. hb En 
mutmur of applauſe ſpoke the approbation of the members; 
upon which Lord Charles Fitægeralu, after an apology for ventur- 
ing to rife, under the conſciouſneſs of his own inexperience, de- 
clared, that Mr. Pery's actions were his belt eulogium, and ſe- 


* 


N the motion. 2 1 | a 
e clerk chen put the. queſtion, and the Right Hon. Edmund 
Sexton Pery was unanimouſly choſen Speaker. | 
'. Perry then took the chair, and in a ſhott but pathetic 
1 5 alüled the Route of his gate ſentiments on F 
on, and that depending on the honourable ſupport he had hither- 
tao experienced, he would purſue that line of conduct which had 
gained their good 1 | 
A Meſſage from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant was then 
Announced, requiring the attendance of the Commons in the Houſe 
of Lords, thither - immediately repaired; and having pre- 
: Loted their Speaker, his Excellency delivered the following moſt 
gracious 8 from the throne ; and a copy thereof being deli- 
vered to Mr. Speaker, he returned, attended by the Commons, 
to their own Houle, where the ſpeech was again read by the Clerk : 


a dards and Gentlemen, | 
It is with more than ordinary ſatisfaction that, in obedience to 
his Majeſty's commands, | meet you in the full poſſeſſion and en- 
joyment of thoſe conſtitutional and commercial advantages which 
have been ſo firmly eſtabliſhed by your laſt parliament. The ſa- 
cred regard, on the part of Great-Britain, to the adjuſtment made 
with Ireland at that period, has been abundantly teſtified by the 
moſt unequivocal proofs of ſincerity and good faith. | 
Et will ever hem wich, as it is my duty, to promote the mu- 

' eual contidence o kingdoms, and the uniting them in ſenti- 
ments as they are in intereſt, ſu an union muſt produce the 
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moſt ſolid advantages to both, and will add vigor and ſtrength to 


the empire. a ; 
I fincerely congratulate you on the happy completion of his 

Majeſty's anxious endeavours to reſtore the bleſſings of peace to 

his faithful people. The eftabliſkmen: of the public tranquvllity 


is peculiarly favourable at this period, and will naturally give ſpi- 


rit and effect to your commercial purſuits. Both kindoms are now 
enabled to deliberate with un ivided attention on the ſureſt means 
of increaſing their proſperity, and reaping the certain fruits of reci- 
procal affection. 


I have the higheſt ſatisfaction in acquainting you of the increaſe 


of his Majeſty's domeſtic happineſs, by the birth of another prin- 


cels. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


have ordered the proper officers to lay the national accounts 
before you. From them you will be enabled to judge of the cir- 
cumſtances of the kingdom; and I rely upon your wiſdom and 
loyalty to make ſuch proviſion as ſhall be fitting for the honoura- 
ble ſupport of his Majeſty's government. . 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The miſeries of an approaching famine have been averted by 
the bleſſing of Divine Providence upon the meaſures which the 
Privy Council adviſed z the good effects of which were ſoon viſi- 
ble in the immediate reduction of the price of grain, and the in- 
flux of a valuable and neceſſary ſupply to the market. Any tem- 
7 infringement of the laws to effect ſuch ſalutary ends, will, 

doubt not, receive a parliamentary ſanction. 

Among the many important objects which demand your atten- 
tion, I recommend to your conſideration laws for regulating the - 
Judicature of the Court of Admiralty, and for making a new eſta- 
bliſhment of the Poſt Office. | 

The Linen Manufacture being the ſtaple of your country, it is 
needleſs for me to recommend perſeverance in the improvement of 
that moſt important article. * 

Ihe fiſhery on your coaſts will claim your attention as a pro- 
miſing ſource of wealth to this kingdom, and the encouragements 
granted to it will, no doubt, be regulated by you in the manner 
moſt likely to produce the beſt effect, and leaſt ſubject to fraud 
and impoſition. 5 

The Proteſtant Charter Schools, an inſtitution founded in 
wiſdom and humanity, are alſo moſt eminently intitled to your 
care. ö 
I recommend likewiſe to your attention the propoſals adopted 
by government for providing aſylum for the Arete Gene. 

2 


* 
- 
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vans. It well becomes the generoſity of the people of Ireland to 
extend their protection to ingenious and induftrious men, who 

may prove a valuable acquiſttion to this country, which they have 
preferred to their own. But in forming this eſtabliſhment, you 
will doubtleſs conſider it as a part of your duty to avoid unneceſ- 


ſary expence, and ultimately to ſecure the utmoſt advantages to 


your Country. 


<< I anticipate the greateſt national benefits from the wiſdom and 


temper of parliament, when I conſider that the general election 
has afforded you an opportunity of obſerving the internal circum- 
ſtances of the country, and of judging by what regulations you 
may beſt increaſe its induſtry, encourage its manufactures, and 
extend its commerce. 
In the furtherance of objects ſo very deſirable to yourſelves, I 
aſſure you of every good diſpoſition on my part; ſenfible that in 
no manner I can better fulfil che wiſhes and commands of our gra- 
cious ſovereign, than by contributing to the welfare and happi- 
neſs of his loyal ſubjects. With an honeſt ambition of meritin 
our good opinion, and with the warmeſt hope of obtaining it, f 
how ventured upon my preſent arduous ſituation, and with ſenti- 
ments pure and diſintereſted towards you, I claim your advice and 
firmly rely upon your ſuppott.“ of 


Lord Sadley then roſe, and moved an addreſs of thanks to his 
Majeſty for the ſpeech that day delivered from the throne. When 
he recollected that the ports of the kingdom were now open, and 
took a comparative view of our former ſituation with that of the 
preſent day, he could not reſtrain his congratulations of looking u 
* gratitude to that ſovereign whoſe benign influence had tend- 

to accompliſh ſo great a purpoſe, He then read the addreſs, 


The huiftble ApDatss of the KnicaTts, Citizens and Bux- 


" G8SSES, in Parliament aſſemb to the KI Ns moſt excel- 
lent MaJjesTY. acl a 7 


«© Ne gracious Sovereign, b 
MWE, your Majeſty*s moſt dutiful and loyalſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in parliament aſſembled, beg leave to approach 
your Majeſty with ſentiments of the moſt unfeigned attachmeat 
to your royal on and government, and to offer to your Ma- 
iefty our grateful thanks for the appointmefſt of a nobleman to the 
government of this kingdom, whoſe juſtice, integrity and abilities 
afford the beſt-founded expeQations of national happineſs and proſ- 
rity under his adminiſtration. er, 

be ſincerity and good faith of Great- Britain, ſo abundantly 
teſtified by the ſacred regard ſhewn on her part to the adjuſtment 
of our Conſtitution and commerce, demand our warmeſt acknow- 
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ledgments ; while we enjoy the full poſſeſſion of thoſe conſtitution- 
al and commercial advantages which were fo firmly eſtabliſhed in 
the laſt parliament. | 1 

We ſhall earneſtly concur in any meaſure that may confirm 
and ſtrengthen the mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and their 
union in — as well as in intereſt. From thence the moſt 
ſolid advantages muſt ariſe to both kingdoms, and vigour will be 
added to the ſtrength of the empire. 

Already do we feel the bleſſings of peace; and we intreat your 
Majeſty to accept our humble thanks for the happy completion of 

our anxious endeavours to reſtore that ineſtimable bleſſing to your 
faithful people. We hope now to reap the fruits of our extended 
commerce, and in our deliberations we ſhall look upon the increa- 
ſing proſperity of Great-Britain with that regard which muſt be the 
effect of reciprocal affection. 

As affectionate ſubjects, deeply intereſted in the happineſs of 
our beloved ſovereign, we learn with the higheſt ſatisfaction the 
increaſe of that happineſs in the birth of another princeſs, 

We will immediately inſpect the national accounts and happy 
in your Majeſty's juſt reliance upon our loyalty, we will make 
ſuch proviſion as ſhall be fitting for the honourable ſupport of 
your Majeſty's government, contfienty with the abilities of the 
nation. 0 n e 

We adore the mercy of divine providence in averting from this 
people the miſeries of impending famine ; and we will chearfully 
concur in a parliamentary ſanction of thoſe wiſe and falutary 
meaſures which government purſued by the advice of the Privy 
Council, | 77 . | 

We ſhall loſe no time in the neceſſary mannerfor regulating the 
judicature of the Court of Admiralty, and for making a new eſta- 
bliſhment of the Poſt Office. N | 

We ſhall induſtriouſly perſevere in the improvement of our Lin- 
en Manufacture; nor al we omit an attention to the Fiſhery, 
that promiſing ſource of induſtry and wealth; and we ſhall endea- 
vour to regulate the encouragements granted to it, ſo as to 
produce the beſt effects, and to prevent frauds and impoſition. 

We ſhall likewiſe extend our care to the Proteſtant Charter- 
Schools. | 

We ſhall readily forward the liberal intentions of governmentto - 
22 an aſylum for the diſtreſſed Genevans: ingenious men 

ave a claim to the protection of a generous nation; but our own 
country is no leſs intitled to that care, which it is our duty to ex- 
ert, in avoiding unneceſſary expence, and ſecuring the utmoſt ad- 
vantage from the ſettlement ofthe emigrants. 

We truſt that the wiſdom and temper of this parliament will be 
| manifeſted in all its proceedings; and we ſhall endeavour to pro- 
ht by every opportunity which circumſtances have afforded us of 


% 
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obſerving the internal ſtate of the country, and judging what regu- 
lations may beſt encourage and extend its induſtry, manufactutes 
and commerce. : 

Having conſtantly experienced the heneficerce of our gracious 
ſovereign, in — to the welfare and — of his 
faithful ſubjects, we lay at your Majeſty's feet the tribute of grate- 
ful hearts, earneſtly beſecchin the divine goodneſs long to conti- 
nue the bleſſings of your Viajeſty's auſpicious reign over a happy, 
united and loyal people.” 


Mr. Tottenham Loftus ſeconded the addreſs, accompanied with 
the uſual panegyric on the ſovereign and his government. 


After the Speaker read the addreſs, . Corry of Newry, ) after 
taking great pains to ſhew that what he was about to propoſe, was 
not to be conſidered as an oppoſition motion, or in the leaſt degree 
tending to difturb > harmony and unanimity which the Houſe 
then happily enjoyed, but rather to call to their recollection @ cir- 
cumſtance that had moſt unaccountably been omitted, obſerved, 
that though his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales had happily 
and auſpiciouſly arrived at his age of twenty-one years, no notice 
had been taken thereof, notwithfianding "i as the uſual compli- 
ment was paid to his Majeſty by congratulating him on the birth 

of a princeſs, he thought a proper opportunity offered of paying 
not only a reſpect cf the higheſt quality to his Majeſty, but one to 
the heir apparent of this kingdom, by congratulating his Majeſty 
on his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales attaining the comple- 
tion of his twenty-firſt year, which happened on the twelfth of 
Auguſt laft z—that an event ſo important to the nation, upon 
which the people's happinets ſo much depended, and which added 
ſuch ſtrength and ſecurity to the ſtate, and ſo much to his Majeſ- 
ty's domeſtic happineſs, ſhould not be paſſed over in filence, eſpe- 
cially at this time, when the happy effects of royal favour and at- 
tention extended to this country, demanded every return of grati- 
tude and affection ; and the circumſtance of the heir apparent at- 
taining his years of majority, muſt ſo nearly concern both the 
crown and the people, that it ought to be a ſubje& of mutual con- 
gratulation—theretore, that he would by way of amendment, 
move theſe words: 

** And to congratulate with his Majeſty, and to aſſure him of 
*F the joy of this country, at his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
** Wales having happily and auipiciouſly attained the age of 
„twenty - one years,” 

After a ſhort pauſe or nh in the Houſe, and ſome little whiſ- 
pering ofthe Sccretary, the Attorney-General (Mr. Yel-erton ) roſe 
up and ſaid the amendment propoſed was without precedent; for 
no Prince of Wales had ever been complimented on ſuch an occa- 
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ſton— that the addreſs was generally an echo of the ſpeech, that no 
mention had been made therein of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales, and to introduce it in the addreſs 5 be highly im- 
proper, for had it been neceſſary, it would certainly have taken its 
riſe at Je framing of the ſpeech ; but if the Hon. Member thought 
proper to withdraw his preſent motion for an amendment to the 
addreſs, and introduce in future a compliment of the kind to his 
Royal Highneſs, it ſhould meet his hearty concurrence. 

Mr. Corry confeſſed he would have been much better pleaſed had 
the circumſtance been originally attended to in framing both the 
ſpeech and the addreſs, or if any gentleman (applying to the 
Treaſury Bench) would ſhew a mode more reſpectful to his Ma- 
jeſty, in which it could be introduced, he was ready to comply. 

Mr. Telverten.—As the Hon. Gentleman ſeems to deſire the aid 
of this Bench, I muſt take the liberty of ſaying, that if he will 
conſider his amendment, he will find it totally inapplicable to the 
addreſs of this day. This nation, celebrated for loyalty, does not 
now want to ſhew proofs of her attachment to our gracious ſove- 
reign z we all rejoice in the happineſs of the crown, and feel the 
higheſt reſpe& and love for the heir apparent; but, having ſaid 
this, give me leave to. add, that were we to agree to this motion, 
unprecedented on the journals of England or Ireland, it might be 
ſuppoſed that the Houſe reproved his Majeſty for not having di- 
rected the Viceroy in his ſpeech to both Houſes to announce ſuch 
a joyful event ; an event, however, which Majeſty never notifies 
but when he deſires aid for the eſtabliſhment of the heir apparent; 
but if the Hon. Gentleman will withdraw his amendment, and 
offer it to the Houſe as a ſubſtantive motion, there can be n 
doubt of its meeting general approbation. | 

Mr. Corry ſaid, that at this time, when the nation, raiſed to con- 
ſequence and power under his Majeſty's happy auſpices, feels her 
own dignity, it would be a wiſe meaſure by every mark of reſpect, 
to attach the Royal Houſe z and it would be wiſe to confirm this 
attachment even by a new procedure. The preſent motion goes to 
conveya compliment to his Majeſty, nor is it altogether a new pro- 
cedure ; there are many precedents of ſimilar conduct on the 
of parliament. Upon the arrival of the late Prince of Wales in 
England, parliament congratulated his Majeſty, as they did alſo on 
his marriage, though neither event was mentioned in the ſpeech 
from the throne. Parliament condoled with his late Majeſty on 
the death of the Prince of Wales, and with his preſent on that of 


the Princeſs; none of theſe circumſtances had been notified in the 


ſpeech, nor were they of more importance than the Prince having 
paſſed his minority; I therefore think the preſent a fair parliamen- 
tary meaſure, well warranted by precedent, and hope the King's 
Attorney-General will not be the perſon to and out againſt it, 


cd at his one and twentieth year. 


— 


des that by referring to the ſpeech in which the birth of his Royal 


- throne, announcing the birth of his Royal Highneſs in 1762, and 
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Mr. Fitægibben. The mention of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
of Wales being at age would be improper in the higheſt degree, a3 
it was not noticed in the ſpeech, and that they. were not poſſeſſed 
by any means of the matter or aſſured that his Highneſs had reach- 


Mr. Corry ſaid, that it was an æra of public notoriety, and be- 


Highneſs in 1762, was announced, and adding one and twenty 
ears to that time, it would, without great ſkill in arithmetic, be 
that his Royal Highneſs was of age in 1783. 

To which Mr. Fitzgibbon replied— The Hon. Gentleman's 
motion ſhould then run thus: Your faithful Commons having 
ſearched in their journals, do find, that by the 4 from the 


having added twenty-one years to that time, do further find that 
his Royal Highneſs has in this year, 1783, attained his year cf 
majority; we do, therefore, congratulate with your Majeſty, 
&c. &c. &c. | a 1 | 
Mx. Corry remained firm as to the propriety of his motion, and 
obſerved, that the echoing of the ſpeech as an indiſpeniable form 
of parliament, was a * that he would reprobate ; that if 
the Houſe had always confined itſelf in ãts addreſs to the ſtrict let- 
ter of the ſpeech, Ireland would not be in the happy ſituation it 
at preſent enjoys; for by breaking through that form, the great 
man, whoſe memory all men reverence, and whote death the 
nation deplores (the excellent Huſſey Burgh) obtained a free trade 
for Ireland. © 2 
Mr. Corry was at laſt induced to withdraw his motion for the 
preſent, under the idea of making it the foundation of @ future ad- 
"dreſs to his Majetty. x. TRENT 
Mr. George reported ſtom the committee, appointed to 
draw up an 4 of thanks to his Excellency the — Lieute- 
nant, for his excellent ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament, that 
they had drawn up an addreſs WIG y, which he read in his 
place, and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame was 
read, 8 by paragraph, and agreed unto by the Houſe, and 
is as follows; , 6 


The humble Appzess of the KniGuTs, Citizens, and Bus- 
.* GESSEs, in Parliament aſſembled, to his Excellency Rozerr, 
EaxL of Nox THINGToON, Loxd LiteuTeExaAnT GENERAL, 
and GX NERAL Govennonr of InglaxD, 


* Moy it pleaſe your Excellency, 
WE, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your 


* 
* 
* 
; 4 


<< 


DEBATE Ss. '9 


Excellency our ſincere thanks for your moſt excellent ſpeech 
EE from the throne. We conſider it as a ſtrong proof of his Majeſ- 
tus gracious attention to the happineſs and proſperity of Ireland, 
1 > bs . been pleaſed to commit the government of this kingdom 
co your Excellency, in whoſe firmneſs, juſtice and integrity, we 
XX place the higheſt confidence that the powers of government will 
8 be directed to the true intereſt of the people. * 

3 Wie truſt that your Excellency will lay before his Majeſty the 
faithful and affectionate duty of his loyal ſubjects of Ireland, and 
*XT repreſent their ordial regard to Great Britain in its full light, 
thereby ftrengthening the mutual confidence of both kingdom: 
and uniting them inſeparably in ſentiment as they are in intere!t. 

« We will aſſiduouſly apply ourſelves tothe conſideration of de 
many important objects which your Excellency has recommenced 
to our attention. And we cannot refrain from acknowledzing 


1 


4 with gratitude the intereſt which your Excellency takes in the 


proſperity of this kingdom, when in the very nature of thoſe ob- 


jects we trace the juſt and generous ſpirit which points them out 
to us. | 


tigation of the national accounts, ſhall appear to be titting for the 
honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government, conſidering the 
abilities of the country. 

* Convinced of your Excellency's diſpoſition to promote the 
welfare and happineſs of this kingdom, we ſhall prove ourſelves 
not unworthy the confidence you are yp to repoſe in us, by 


contributing our beſt endeavours to the eaſe, and honor of your, 
Excellency's adminiſtration,?? 


Lotd Sudley moved an addreſs of thanks to the different corps 
of Volunteers of Ireland, for their effectual ſupport to the civil 
MD — ſuppreſling all tumults and riots, and preſerving peace 
and good-order throughout the kingdom. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the thanks of this Houſe be given to 
the Volunteers, for their ſpirited endeavours to provide for the pro- 
tection of their country, and for their ready and frequent aſſiſtance 
of the civil magiſtrate, in enforcing the due execution of the laws. 

Ordered, That the Sheriffs of the different counties and coun- 
ties of cities and rowns do communicate the above reſolution to the 
ſeveral Volunteer corps of this kingdom. 


After ſome immaterial buſineſs the Houſe adjourned till to-mor- 
row. 5 


2 


— 


* 


 Wepxespay, Ocroskx 15, 1783. 


Mr. Fofter made ſeveral motions, for neceſſary regulations in the 
conducting of conteſted elections before the Houſe, Agreed to. 


« Wewill chearfully grant ſuch ſupplies as, after a proper inveſ- 


. 
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He Alſo at the ſame time obſerved, that the adjournment of 
the Houſe, when it ſhould arrive, would be only fora few days. 

Sir Jobn Blaquiere moved for a bill to amend an act of the 19th 
and 2oth years of his preſent Majeſty, for the naturalization of 
foreigners, which, he ſaid, was to enlarge the immunities of fo- 

ign Proteſtants. Agreed to. | 

r. Forbes preſented a petition from John William Foſter, and 

William Dawſon, Eſqrs; complaining of an undue election for the 
borough of Dundalk ; which was ordered to be heard on the 2oth 
of November next. 2 

Mr. Penſenby preſented a petition from Benjamin O' Neal Strat- 
ford, Eſq; againſt Warden Flood, Eſq; and the Hon. John Stratfgrd, 
3 of an undue election for Baltinglaſs. Referred to be 
heard on the 10th of November next. 

Mr. Metge preſented the petition of William Chapman, Eſq; 
complaining of an undue election for the borough of Athboy. 


Referred to the 23d of November next. 


Mr. Fitzgibbon preſented the petitions of Adam Colclough, and 
Meſſrs. Grogan, againſt the infringement of their franchiſe by Sir 
Veſey Colclough, in the election at Enniſcorthy. Referred to the 


th of November next. 


Mr. Carry moved that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, 


the whole amount of the receipts of Hearth-money for two years 


laſt z which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Corry then obſerved, that he had another motion to make, 
the ſubje& matter of which he thought would have been a wiſe 
meaſure to have taken up laſt ſeſſion. He then moved, that a 
committee be appointed to inſpect into the quantity imported of 
all goods, the growth of the Eaſt Indies, and the general regula- 
tions adopted in reſpect to the ſame. This brought on an enquiry 
from the Attorney-General, what the object of his motion tended 
to? When Mr. Corry confeſſed, he believed there was a very 
great inaccuracy in thoſe regulations; and that Ireland has a 


tight to trade for, and import India goods from any part of the 


world not reſtricted by her own laws; fince the monopoly of the 
Eaſt India Company did not run into this kingdom. | 
Mr. gy laid, there were laws which prohibited the importa- 
tion of Eaſt India goods from any part of Europe, but England. 
Mr. Cerry ſaid, that the importation of them from England, 
was in the teeth of law, according to England's conſtruction of 


the navigation- act, when applied to Ireland, unleſs we allowed 


two different conſtructions to be made of the ſame act: that this 
queſtion of Eaſt India goods would put that conſtirudion and that 


4d in iſſue; upon which the commerce of this country muſt be 


Either eſtabliſhed or annihilated. 
Mr. Corry's motion was agreed to. . | 
Mr. Ponſonby preſented a petition from John Townſend, Eſq; 
complaining of an undue election for Baltimore, in the county of 
Cork rred to the 12th of November. 
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Right Hon. Late Gardinen moved, that the proper officer do lay 
before this Houſe an account of the exports and imports of old 
and new drapery, dimity, and cotton, from March 25, 1781, to 
March 26, 1783, ad valor-m. Ordered accordingly. 
Mir. Gardiner ſaid, his reaſons for having theſe papers laid be- 
: fore this Houſe, was in conſequence of the very great importance 
of the trade in thoſe branches to this country, which are not at 
this time upon a proper footing. He ſaid, that he ſhould not have 
taken up this meaſure, if he thought it would have been taken up 
by gentlemen in adminiftration z that as he did not ſee any thing 
ol it in the ſpeech from the throne, he begged to be informed whe- 
ther they intended to make any alteration in the duty of the goods 
manufactured in this country, or in the exports of the raw mate- 
rials. He ſaid, he hoped that this Houſe would enter fully into 
this buſineſs, as it was a meaſure ſo exceedingly neceſſary, and 
chat he would exert every effort in ſupport of it. 
EF Right Hon. Thomas Pelbam aid, that his Excellencyhad expreſſed 
aſſurances of concurring with this Houſe in every meaſure which 
can promote the increaſe of the woollen manufacture of this coun- 
try; and he has gone further, he has deſired that the preſent ſtate 
| of the linen manufacture may be laid before this Houſe, in order 
that the beſt judgment may be formed of the ſtate of the trade of 
Ireland. He ſaid, that the ſhort time he has been here muſt a 
logize for his not knowing ſo much of the trade here at preſent ; 
but that his wiſhes were to promote the welfare of this kingdom 
and as far as his [tation permitted him, he would co-operate with 
this Houſe in promoting the intereſt of this country. 

Mr. Gardine in reply ſaid, that all he wiſhed to know was, 
whether this ſubject had entered into the conſideration of adminiſ- 
tration, and he was happy now in learning that it had. He had 
mentioned theſe important matters early in the ſeſſions, in order 
to give — an opportunity of turning their thoughts on an 
object of fo much importance to this nation. I have (ſays he) 
taken into this enquiry the ſtate of the woollen and cotton manu- 
facture; but he 1aid he did not mean to contine himſeif to thoſe 
alone, but to take into conſideration all the goods manufactured, 
in Ireland. That he had taken up this part as being moſt neceſſa- 
ry to become the ſubject of inveſtigation in this Houſe at preſent, 
He had done his duty in mentioning this matter to the Houſe, and 
ſhould co-operate with the Houle in every meaſure to promote the 
advantage of Ireland, 

The Attorney-General moved, that the proper officer do lay be- 
fore the Houſe the number of yards of linen and quantity of li- 
nen- yarn exported from the 25th of March, 1953; and then made 
two additional motions, ſpecifying thoſe tent into foreign mar- 
kets, and thoſe into the kingdom of Great-Britain, 
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Mr. Gardiner did not think the ſtate of the trade of this coun- 
try on a proper footing, The duties were not equalized, and no 


ſort of notice was taken of this in the ſpeech from the throne. 
He wanted to know if any duty was to be laid on ſuch goods im- 
ported, and what on the raw material exported ? 

The reſolutions were agreed to. , 

Mr. Gardiner moved, that the proper officer lay before the 
Houſe an account of all the flour brought for two years paſt, ei- 
— by eee d or the Canal, into Dublin. Ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Lord Sudley preſented the report on the addreſs to his Majeſ- 


ty; as did Mr. Ogle on that to Lord Northington ; and both were 


ordered to be brought to the Caſtle to-morrow. 

Right Hon. Luke Gardiner ſaid, he roſe to make a motion that 
the thanks of this Houſe be preſented to our late Chief Governor 
Earl Temple. He ſaid, that this nobleman had received addreſſes 
of thanks from every county in this kingdom for his conduct as 
Chief Governor, as every public meaſure carried with it ſo much 
wiſdom and integrity, and in his private character he had concur- 
red in every thing tending to the intereſt of Ireland, and had laid 

down ſuch plans as would have been a national benefit, had he 
continued in the government of this nation. That he had been 
addreſſed from perſons of all ranks. whatever; and that nothing 
but the ſanction of this Houſe was neceſſary to render the thanks 
of the people of this country univerſal. 

Mr. Cuffe ſaid, that he would ſecond the motion, having been 
witneſs to the many anxious days and nights he had ſpent in pre- 

ring plans to promote the welfare of this country, which (ſaid 

r. Caffe) had he ſtaid long enough in Ireland to have put in exe- 
cution, would, he doubted not, be high: y approved of. He ſaid he 
had not the honour of being in the contidence of the preſent ad- 
miniſtration, but was of opinion they had the intereſt of this coun- 
try at heart. . ä 
Mr. Rauley alſo ſupported the addreſs. 

Mr. Adderly faid he would oppoſe the motion, and aſſign his 
reaſon for diſſenting from the vote of thanks. A clerk of his at 
the Barrack-Board had embezzled the public money; as ſoon as it 
came to his knowledge, he waited on Lord Temple, and pro- 
mited to make good the deficiency in a few months; the clerk al- 
ſo attended, and confeſſed he owed the money. He ſaid Lord 
Temple lamented his fituation—but as ſoon as he (Mr. Adderiy) 
leſt that nobleman, the Crown Solicitor was ordered to proceed 
againſt him without mercy. Thus was he uſed with unheard of 
cruelty. He would be glad to know what good this MAN had 
done for Ireland—he inſiſted he had done nothing meritorious. 
The addrefles preſented to him were procured by himſelf—and that 

he very believed he was not a PROTESTANT, as his carriage 
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had been ſeen at the chapel doors in this city. He had heard of 
many addreſſes, but he believed they were all ſolicited and pro- 

| cured by the Earl himſelf. ey, 

| Sir Hen Hartſlonge aſſured the Houſe the addreſs from Limerick 
was not ſolicited, and that it contained the ſentiments of the peo- 
ple at large of every religion. 


Mr. Adderly. I confine myſelf to the addreſs from the Roman 


— 2 
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Mr. Cuffe aſſured the Honourable Member, he had been a witneſs 


WW! to the diſtreſs it gave Earl Temple, when juſtice compelled him 


co give orders for ſuing him, and that nothing but the welfare of 


g 4 che ſtate could occaſion it He remarked that the laſt obſervation 


made by Mr. Adderly, put him in mind of an affair which hap- 


\ ; 1 pened when the late Ear! of Cheſterfield was Chief Governor here. 


Some perſons very officiouſly waited on the viceroy to inform him 
his coachman was a Papiſt, to which the Earl replied, with his 


Y W uſual pleaſantry, ** It may be, but I will take care that he never 
mall drive me to mats.“ 


The Right Hon. John Bere;/:rd ſaid, he could aſſure the Houſe, 
| that the addreſſes from the county of Waterford to Earl Temple 
| were ſpontaneous, and were never ſolicited. He had been many 

years in a public ſtation, and been with Chief Governors relative 
to buſineſs, and declared he never faw fuch aſſiduity and attention 
to buſineſs in a Chief Governor, as he experienced in Earl Tem- 
ple. When this Houſe comes to inveſtigate the public papers, 
they will ſee the ceconomical hand of Lord Temple in a variety 
of inſtances. 

Sir Samuel Bradftreet. I ſhould not have exprefſed my ſenti- 
ments of Lord Temple's conduct, the virtues of which are ſo tho- 
roughly underſtood by the whole kingdom, but that an aſſertion 
fell from the Hon. Member on the floor, which makes it neceffary 
for me to riſe. He ſays, that addreſſes were procured inthe ſeve- 
ral counties by Lord Temple himſelf; and being contradicted in 
that, he has thought proper to confine his aſſertion to the city of 
Dublin. It belongs to the office I have the honour to fill, to pre- 
pare addreſſes of the kind, when agreed on by the corporation; 
but I can with truth aſſert, that until the addreſs was agreed on 
by the city, Lord Temple had no knowledge of it. I can make 
great allowance for the ſoreneſs of the Hon, Member's feelings; 
he has felt Lord Temple; but, although juſtice required that the 
offence ſhould be puniſhed, yet Jam fatisfied the humanity of his 
lordſhip, had a tear of compaſſion for the offender. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, he could very well ſuppoſe that ſome 
gentlemen had opportunities of knowing the integrity and wif- 
dom of Earl Temple; but in his opinion it was fit the Houſe ſhould , 
have authentic evidence of it before they paſſed a vote of thanks 
to Lord Temple, who never met parliament. In his opinion, this 


| queſtion ſhould be poſtponed for a few days z they would then ſee 
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whether he had the œconomical hand which had been mentioned. 
— Whether he deſerves theſe encomiums or not. Public fame has 
not ſpoken of Lord Temple as he has been ſpoken of in this Houſe ; 
public fame repreſents Lord Temple as a jobber ; therefore, if 1 
am to give my vote this night, I will give this reſolution a nega- 
tive If itis poſtponed, and I have authentic documents of of 
integrity and wiſdom, I think I ſhall give him my vote, which in 
my preſent uninformed ſtate I ſhall not do. 

Right Hon. John Scott obſerving a pauſe in the Houſe, aroſe and 
ſaĩd When this motion was introduced by a Right Honourable 
Member of amiable and diſtinguiſhed character, and when I ſaw 
it ſo ably ſupported by the two Right Honourable Gentlemen who 
followed him, (Mr. /*zwley and Mr. Cuff.) I did not thinkit poſſi- 
ble that there could have been a ſingle negative to it, eſpecially as 
this Houſe is only invited to declare collectively, theſe ſenti- 
ments which every Iriſhman has ſpoken individually—this Houle 
is now only called upon to re-echo the voice of the whole nation, 
and'to dignify it in the language of parliament, —I cannot indeed 
ſay that I am ſorry to have found that in the whole Iriſh nation, 
there were but two perſons diſpoſed to reſiſt the ſenſe of their coun- 

be it remembered that they were the debtors of our Sovereign 
Lard the Ning; but their reaſons and their motives ſufficiently ex- 
plain themſelves, and in 2 prehenſion, compleat the panegy- 
ric which a grateful nation beſtows upon a moſt virtuous and de- 
ſerving Governor. Indecd nothing leſs than Lord Temple's firm- 
neſs could have reſiſted ſo many engaging qualifications as aſſault- 
ed his humanity in the perſon of the Honourable Gentleman, But 
to take leave of him, and apply myſelf to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman who principally oppoſes this addreſs, and ſays round- 
ly, that common fame calls Lord Temple a jobber, adding that 
common fame may be a common liar, I do affert, not — 


from what cavern the Right Honourable Gentleman has receiv 


the report, #xper/onated as.ſhe may be, and repreſented through 
whatever lips ſhe is, I fay, a common liar, if the ſays that Lord 
Temple was a jobber— I received no favour from Lord Temple, or 
from kis adminiſtration—I was not even connected with him by 
the common ties of conviviality, but I ftand forth an impartial 
witneſs of his conduct and his merit, to maintain the conſiſtency 


and characteriſtic generoſity of Ireland. I knew Lord Temple to be 


a man devoted to public buſineſs, fingularly endowedof uncommon 
firmneſs and talents, and indefatigable in the purſuit of every object 
that could contribute to the honour or advantage of this kingdom. 
Nolefs than thirty counties have offered him their voluntary thanks, 
and yet the Right Honourable Gentleman wants authentic evidence 
to juſtify his 1 will give him more authentic evidence 
the umpire of the Almighty, cenſcience, the conſcience of eve- 


_ 
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. 1 man ſays, poſtpone the queſtion; to procraſtinate, is to evade. 
I be man convinc'd againſt his will, ; 
1 Is of the ſame opinion ſtill. 


* 


8 ly the Right Honourable Gentleman, conſidering how connected 
d and circumſtanced, can prudently oppoſe this motion. I have 


le not the honour of knowing much of his preſent Excellency, but 
w l have heard his character to be that of a gentleman, and his feel- 
o ings to be thoſe of nobility ; and I am perſuaded, that he would 
i. FX difdain the ſupport of an ” who offered to adorn him—by 
a8 laurels pillaged and torn — the brow of his predeceſſors - there 
i- will be praiſe ſufficient for them both, and I hope and doubt not 
ſe they will both equally deſerve it. I beg pardon, for having ta- 
n, ken up the Houte fo long upon a ſubject upon which I thought 
ed I ſhould not have been permitted, much leſs have found it nece/- 
n, RF /27, to articulate a word; but if in the warmth of what J have felt, 
n- and what too haſtily I may have delivered, any thing offenſive 
gn unluckily has eſcaped me, it was far from my thoughts or my in- 
Ke tention, my purpoſe being, if poſſible, to conciliate all men, and 
y- not to offend any. 

* Sir Henry Cavendiſb aroſe, apparently much agitated, and ſaid, 
1 that moſt conſcientious gentleman did not con tine himſelf to aſ- 
It- ſign reaſons for his own conduct, but thought proper to attribute 
ut motives to others, who, he begged to ſay, are not debtors to the 
dle King. [Mr. Scart interrupting, ſaid they were.] Sir Henry pro- 
"i ceeded to ſay, that Mr. Scott had raiſed a laugh at the expence of 
Mat parliamentary decorum, and that that gentleman poſſeſſed the art 
" of treating matters of the greateſt moment with levity, and turn- 
5 ing them into ridicule. That he (Sir Henry, ) had been a loſer by 
gh | ſuits with the crown, in which, he doubted not, the Right Ho- 
ord nourable Gentleman, when a ſervant of the crown, had been 2 
or | ſufficient gainer. 

by Mr. Scatt roſe again, and ſaid, ſmiling, he believed the Houſe 
tial expected he ſhould fay a word in reply; he obſerved the tones 
10 of the Right Honourable Gentleman, were the tones of diſ- 
hs * content, and he meant, if he could, to ſoften them. He added, 
* I admit the charge, heinous as it is, that I am no enemy to laugh- 
ject ter, perhaps it may be, that I am not afraid of being 4 ever ri- 
om. diculous. The Right Honourable Baronet ſeems to complain that 
ths, I have availed mylelf of his misfortunes z but if it be his misfor- 
* tune to be for ever in the wrong, how can I help being ſometimes 
e in the right, who generally differ from him. | will ſay but one 
— word more — The Right Hon. Gentleman ſeenis to think there is 
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ill a balance in his favour, to which in the words of Sir Wilful 
Witwould, I anſwer, ** /I Hill owe you any thing, make cut your 
bill, 1 arti Pll pay Jouoff.” 

Mr. S. George ſaid, he was not a debtor of our lord the king, 
and yet he muſt give his diſſent to the reſolution propoſed—that 
there were ſome characters of ſuch a nature, that the leſs he ſaid 
about them the better; and he looked upon Lord Temple's, as a 


Chief Governor, in that light: that with reſpeR to the depart- 


ment to which he belonged, his lordſhip left the eſtabliſhment of 
- the barracks ter than he found it, and under his own new ideas 
of reform, had laid the foundation of a conſiderable increaſe of ex- 
pence to the kingdom under that head : that he admitted his lord- 
ſhip deſerved praife for his great aſſiduity in buſineſs, and he be- 
heved aun? not be charged with want of integrity ta the pub- 
licz but that he doubted his wiſdom, for he certainly wanted 
judgment: that in his opinion there had not been any Lord Lieu- 
___ tenant here during the preſent century, more unfit to govern this 
Kingdom as a repreſentative of Majeſty, than Lord Temple; for be 
was of an arbitrary diſpoſitiod and if he had remained here lon 
enough to hold a ſeſſion of parliament, he was contident it woul 
neither have contributed to his honour, or to the proſperity or 
quiet of the people: that he therefore thought any change of ſuch 
a Chief Governor would have been an advantage to the kingdom; 
but he looked upon the acquiſition in his room, of a nobleman of 
fo excellent aide as our preſent Chief Governor to be a moſt 
fortunate circumſtance for the nation in theſe critical times. That 
with thefe ſentiments he could by no. means concur in a motion for 
ah addrefs of thanks, where it appeared to him to be fo little me- 
rited: that he was ſorry the ſubject had been introduced, as other- 
wiſe he would have remained filent thereupon ; but that now he 
could not avoid giving his moſt hearty negative to the motion, 
Me. Clements faid he had tranſacted public buſineſs with Earl 
: Tang, and never met in any Chief Governor one more indefa- 
tizable, or who had the intereits of Ireland more at heart. 
Sir John Blaquiere alſo joined, and ably maintained in the 


ſame ſentiments 3 as did Mr, Litægibbon, and ſeveral other mem- 


A divifion having enſued, the numbers for the addreſs were 
127; againft it, one, beſides the Tellers. 4 

ellers for the ayes, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Rowley,  - 
© Tellers for the noes, Sir Henry Cavendiſb and Mr. Sr. George. 


Sir 25 Cavendiſh ſaid he had a motion to make reſpeQing the 
intereſt of money; but as he wiſhed the members of adminiſtration 
would take it off his hands, he would defer it for another oppor- 


tunity. | 1 | 
It was accordingly agreed that this matter ſhould be taken into 
conſideration 


| between this and Chriſtmas, 
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Several motions were made for writs, in the room of mem- 
: bers who took their ſeats*for other places; after which the 
Houſe adjourned *till to-morrow. 


o by ” 


TavasDay, Ocrtonen 16, 1783z. 
Mr. Hartley moved for the continuance of the importation of 


4 9 corn at the ſmall duty, as the poor were in a miſerable ſituation, 
and bread at little more than 7lb. the ſhilling; added to this, 
"IRE that there were ſhips at Liverpool and other places, ready to 


bring ſuch wiſhed-for relief to this kingdom. 

Me. Haller was getting up to ſpeak, when Mr. Pelham ac- 
quainted the Houſe that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
was ready tg receive the addreſs ; whereupon the Speaker and 
the Houſe went up with the addreſs, 4 

Petitions were preſented from the Right Hon. Robert Stewart, 
complaining of an undue election for the county of Down; and 
from Mr. Bagwell, complaining of the ſame in the city of 
| Corky which were all received, and days appointed for going 
into committees. 


Mr. C:rry moved, that the committee to inveſtigate the regu- 
lations for Eaft-India goods, ſhould have leave to fit notwithſtand- 
ing any adjournment of the Houſe. 0 

The Attorney General obſerved, that the great alterations which 
had lately occurred not only in our own ſtate, but alſo in that of 
England, demanded ſome time, and a more mature conſidera- 
tion, than taking up -ſo minute a part at this time. A ſyſtem 
of commercial laws muſt he entered into, and he could not 
help obſerving, that this ſingle enquiry upon one branch of 
commerce, was frivolous, compared to the other great object. 

Mr. Corry was aſtomſhed at the Right Hon. Gentleman's call- 
ing it a minute part. And in what ſcale did he mean to apply 
the term frivolous? If he meant to eſtablich a great commercial 
ſyſtem, was it not evident that it muſt be accompliſhed by a 
minute eſtimation of ſeperate parts to form the grand ſyſtem he 
adverted to. It was not fair to beſtow the epithet frivolous 
on a matter that would appear of as much importance as any 
that could come before the Houſe this ſeaſon. It was a mo- 
tion involving not only commerce, but conſtitution and law, 
and ſhould not be treated with the idea of being frivolous, after 
what was ſaid in the laſt paragraph of the ſpeech "from the 
throne, which ſo ſtrongly recommended the cre of our com- 
merce. The Houſe ought immediately to proceed on the great 
buſineſs of commerce. ci ev . 
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He faid he was amazed, after that to ſee a miniſter riſe to 
oppoſe ſentiments ſo delivered. | 

He would ſubmit himſelf to the opinion of the Houſe, but 
he looked upon it as extraordinary to hear ſuch language, par- 
ticularly from a perſon of ſuch abilities and knowledge as the 
Right Hon. Geatleman. | 

The Attorney General ſaid, he meant not to have the com- 
mercial code, which was in view, frittered away in parts, 
when the whole could be comprehended together. The Gen- 
tleman might amuſe himſelf by taking up ſuch a ſingle part 
in his cloſet, though every man in the Houſe was equally 
concerned in the ſubject. He could not help calling it frivo- 
lous indeed compared with the magnitude of the greater ſyſtem 
in contemplation; nor could the Hon. Gentleman imagine he 
could command the Houſe, | ; 

Mr. Czrry congratulated the Houſe on the great commercial 
ſyſtem alluded to as in forwardneſs at leaſt in contemplation, 
which he hoped ſoon to ſee brought forward, and declared, if 
It was the wiſh of the Houſe, he would withdraw his motion. 
But he could not refrain from 2 that no general object 
could be of ſuperior conſequence, to the ſeparate one he intro- 
duced —How could the whole be accompliſhed, but by taking 
it up in ſeparate parts? Were the regulations for an American, 
an Eaſt and Welt India, and the general European trade, to be 
brought forward in a promiſcuous maſs, without any diſtin 
inveſtigation ? The Right Hon, Gentleman did not ſurely ima- 
 gne, that his accidental fitting on the treaſury bench, from 
which he happened to ſpeak, could have furniſhed him with 
the notion of c:mmanding the Houſe. He was not at all in- 
ſpired with ſuch miniſterial notions. 

The Attorney General roſe to explain, and Mr. Corry withdrew 
bis motion. 

Mr. Grattan's riſing to ſpeak, called the attention of the 
Houſe. He was unable, he faid, to deliver his ſentiments 
with any degree of juſtice to his feelings, on the ſubject he 
was going to ſpeak upon.——The death of the late Chief 
Baron Burgh wag too deep a wound to the community at large, 
and to that Houſe in particular, to need any additional colour- 
ing from any thing he could ſay on the occaſion. He then faid 
that the late Chief Baron's circumſtances at the time of his death 
were very inadequate to his ſtation. Four daughters and a ſon 
of his, were left unprovided for, and his many virtues and his 
public ſervices demanded that his children ſhould be the chil- 
dren 6f che public. He moved, that an humble addreſs be 
reſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting 
him, to repreſent to his Majeſty, the earfieſt intreaty of that 
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Houſe, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to make 
ſuch proviſion as his Majeſty ſhall think proper for the chil- 
dren of the late Chief Baron Burgh, as a reward for his inte- 
grity and ability in the ſeat of juſtice, and the ſervices he has 
rendered this country. ; : 

Mr. Ogle roſe to deliver his tribute of friendſhip and ſorrow 
for the death of the great and good man who was the me- 
lancholy ſubject of the regret and gratitude of that Houſe and 
the nation, 

Mr. Yelverton delivered a juſt eulogium to the memory of his 
friend. He did not know, he ſaid, which character in the ſphere 
of life he had to admire him in moſt; whether in his grivatear 
public character, as the humane advocate for the unfortunate, 
the tender huſband and father, or to revere him on the bench, 
as the diſpenſer of impartial juſtice tempered with clemency, 
But when he came to {peak of him as a friend, his heart ſeemed 
ſuFocated and there he wanted utterance, The whole Houſe 
ſympathized, and the queſtion on the motion being put, the 
aſſent of parliament was never given with greater pleaſure, and 
it was carried unanimouſly, 

Reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay before his 
Majelty the humble defire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to make proviſions for the children of the 
Right Hon. the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, in conſideration 
of his integrity and ability in the ſeat of juſtice, and for the 
ſervices he has done to this country. 


The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported that he had, purſuant 
to order, communicated, by letter, to Admiral Lord Rodney, 
the reſolution of this Houle of the ;oth of May, 1782, to which 
his Lordſhip was pleaſed, by letter, to return the anſwer fol- 
lowing : 


SIR, London, February 18, 1783. 


AFTER ſo many months have elapſed, I fear 1 ſhall on 
firſt ſight appear to bave been guilty of the greateſt negli- 
gence and inattention, not ſooner to have acknowledged the 
honour of having received your letter of the 5th of June, 
conveying to me the reſalution of thanks of the Hon. Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland z but I beg leave to aſſure you that when 
the laſt pacquet zrrived from Jamaica, which brought your - 
letter, I was labouring under a very ſevere fit of illneſs, which 
prevented me from earlier expreſſing my fincere thanks' to you 
for the obliging manner in * you have conveyed to me ſo 
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flattering a mark of favour from the Houſe of Commons of 
Ireland, and I muſt now wholly rely upon you, Sir, being 
myſelf unequal to the taſk, to repreſent to that Hon, Houſe my 
moſt grateful acknowledgments for that approbation of my ſer- 
vices, I have moſt chearfully obeyed your commands in tranſ- 
mitting the refolutions of thanks to the officers and men under 
my command, to whom every degree of praiſe is due. I have 
the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Sit, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble Servant, 
| RODNEY. 

The Right Hon, Edmend Sexton 

Pery, Speaker of the Honje 

of Commens, Ireland. 


Mr. Crattan moved an addrefs of thanks to his Excellency 
Gen. Elliot, for his gallant defence of Gibraltar; and another 
addreſs of thanks to Lord Viſcount Howe, for relieving that 
fortreſs. Ordered unanimouſly. 

Refolved, Nem. Cen. That the thanks of this Houfe be given 
to the Right Hon. Sir George Auguſtus Elliot, Governor of 
Gibraltar, for the ſervices he has done to his king and country, 
in the gallant defence of Gibraltar. j 

Reſolved, That the Speaker do communicate the ſaid reſo- 
lution to the Right Hon. General Elhot. 

Reſolved, Nem. Can. That the thanks of this Houſe be given 
to Richard, Lord Viſcount Howe, Admiral of the Blue, for his 
able and gallant conduct in relieving Gibraltar by the fleet un- 
der his command. 

Reſolved, That the Speaker do communicate the faid reſo- 
Iution to Lord Viſcount Howe. 

Hog then the Houſe adjourned until Monday the 25th 
:nitant, 


— — = —— 


Monday, OcTtosex 2), 1783. 


The Houſe having met, according to adjournment, Sir At- 
thur Brooke, Sir Edward Newenham, Henry Flood, Eſq; Right 
Hon. Owen Wynne, and ſome other members were ſworn in, 
and took their ſeats, 


Sir Francis Hutchinſon moved, that a -committee ſhould. be 
appointed to reviſe the laws relative to the trial of controverted 
elections. | 
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The Hon. John Baurle ſaid, that when peticions appeared fri- 
volous, ſome compenſation ſhould be made to the party peti- 
tioned againſt —And Mr. Maſon ſaid, that he wiſhed to have it 
introduced into the reviſed bill, “ that whenever a petition was 
voted frivolous, malicious or vexatious, the party petitioning 
ſhould incur the high diſpleaſure of the Houſe,” 

Mr. Hartley preſented the petition of John Bateman and Thomas 
r 9% 2 againſt Sackville Hamilton and Thomas St. George, 

ifqrs. the ſitting members for Clogher.—Ordered to be heard the 
29th of January next. 

Sir Edward Newenham preſented a petition from Robert Bolton 
and Robert Moleſworth, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue electi- 
on for Swords, in favour of John Hatch, and Charles Cobbe, 
Efqrs. the returned members. Referred to the 8th of November. 

The petition of Sir John Browne, was preſented, complaining 
of the undue election of the Hon. Denis Browne, for the county 
Mayo; which was referred to Tueſday the 23d of November, 

The petition of Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; was preſented, com- 
plaining of the undue election of the Right Hon. John H. Hutch- 
inſon, for the city of Cork. To be heard with Mr. Bagwell's 
petition in November. 

The proper officers preſented at the bar a ſtate of the hearth- 
money account, and the ordnance eſtabliſhment. | 

The Clerk of the Privy Council preſented at the bar, the late 
proclamation for laying an embargo on corn, bread, &c. and 
the reſolution of the council of the gth of June laſt, adviſing that 
meaſure. 

Right Hon. Jen Faſter moved for the order of the day, viz. 
to take into conſideration the ſpeech of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. His Excellency's ſpeech was accordingly read, and 
Mr. F:/ter then moved, that a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, 
and that the Houſe will to-morrow morning reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe for the purpole of granting his 
Majeſty a ſupply. 

The proper officer preſented at the bar, purſuant to the order 
of the Houle, an account of the quantity of new drapery, and 
an accounc of the quantity of upholſtery imported for two years, 
ending March 1783. Alfo, an account of the quantity of linens 
exported for that period, 

Right Hon. John Foſter moved the following reſolution, 


which he ſaid he had copied verbatim from the Engliſh Journals, 


and which he hoped, would proye eſſentially uſeful in conduct- 
ing trials of controverted elections. 


ths Reſolved, that in all trials of controverted elections for coun- 
ties, the petitioner ſha!l on the firſt day of trial, by himſelf or 
by his agents, deliyer to the ſitting member or his agents a. liſt of 
all voters objeQed to, and the cauſes of objection; alſo, that the 
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ſitting member, by himſelf or his agents, deliver to the petitioner a 
It of voters by him. objefted to, and his cauſes of objection. 

Mr. Beresford, junior, obſerving that the reſolution went only 
to conrties, moved, that it ſhould be extended to cities and bo- 
roughs alſo. 
borney Generai concurred, and the reſolution paſſed un- 
animouſly, | 

Vir. Hartley pathetically deſcribed the miſerable ſituation of 
the poor ofthis city, ariſing from the extravagant price of bread. 
He faif, he had mentioned the ſubject before the receſs, when 
the price of bread was ylb. 302. for a ſhilling ; that he was then 
told eight or ten days would make a great alteration in favour of 
the poor, as in that ſpace of time plenty of corn would be brought 
to market. That ten days had elapſed, and the loaf had encreaſ- 
ed but fix drams, nor was there any appearance of a ſudden aug- 
mentation ; that the ſevere diſtreſs and bitter cries of the people 
for bread, demanded the interpoſition of their governors : that 
want of employment was indeed a heavy calamity, but when 
want of food was added, it became inſupportable. 

As his intention was to alleviate the diſtreſſes of the poor, he 
flattered himſelf his motion would meet with a favourable recep- 
tion. Afſhip with eleven hundred barrels of wheat, was actually 
arrived in the river, and he relied on it, that miniitry would not 
_ realiſe the fable of Tantalus, and let the people periſh while re- 
lief was within their view; his motion he ſaid, ſhould be, “that 
an humble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, praying his Excellency to dire the proper officers to re- 
. ceive bonds for the duties payable on corn imported, until a bill 
now in contemplation for regulating the corn trade, ſhould be 

aſſed into a law.” He ſaid, he f-ared that the gentlemen who 

ad much at heart the encouragement of tillage, had laſt ſeſſion 
made a dangerous miſtake, but he hoped to ſee it reQtihed in the 
preſent bill. 

Mr. Fofter ſaid, that no one would more heartily concur with 
the Hon. Gentleman, to relieve the diſtreſſes of the poor than Ke 
but though their end was the ſame, they differed widely as to the 
means, for what Mr. Hartley recommended would, in his opini- 
on, operate fatally againſt the poor, by diſcouraging the farmer 
from tillage; for if che farmer found the laws liable to ſudden al- 
terations, and by the ſhort mode of an addreſs, he would relin- 
- Quiſh tillage, as too hazardous an employment, and the country 
would be reduced to the ſtate it was before the tillage laws were 
enacted. He ſaid he was well aſſured by more than one hundred 
members of the Houſe, and by his own obſervation, that the laſt 
harveſt was a moſt plentiful and abundant one, and he therefore 
thought it better to wait for its effects upon the markets, than by 
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a haſty attempt to palliate a preſent inconvenience, lay the foun- 
dation of future miſchief, | 

Sir Hercules Langriſhe ſhewed the diſtreſſed ſtate of Ireland 
previous to the tillage laws, when the people were fed with fo- 
reign corn, liable to every inconvenience of dearth. He difplay- 
ed the advantages which had reſulted from thoſe laws, and aſked, 
if they were liable to be altered or ſuſpended upon every occaſion, 
how farmers could be ſuppoſed to have any reliance upon them, 
or what inducement they could have to purſue tillage with induſ- 
try. The meaſure of the late embargo could only be juſtited, he 
ſaid, upon the ground of urgent neceſſity, to preſerve the people 
from abſolute famine z but was ſuch a ſtep to be now taken, when 
there was an abundant ſupply within the kingdom, it would be 
inexcuſable upon any ground. He knew, he ſaid, the purity of 
the Hon. Gentleman's (Mr. Hartley*s ) intentions, and the good- 
neſs of his judgment; he was, therefore, the more anxious leaſt 
it ſhould be ſuppoſed that he could ſuggeſt, that the ſcarcity of 
corn had ariſen from free exportation. 

The Recorder. — Gentlemen take it for granted, that no ur- 
gent necellity exiſts to force us upon this meaſure—but were they 
to view the multitudes of famiſhing wretches who faintly crawl 
through every ſtreet, they would be convinced of ghe urgent ne- 
ceſlity, and unable to reſiſt their entreaties. ere is no ne- 
ceſſity for an eulogium upon the tillage laws to convince me of 
their utility nor would it in any degree impeach their merit to 
relax them at this time - beſides the public faith is engaged in this 
buſineſs for the ſhip now arrived from the Baltic, and ſome 
others on the way, have all been ſent upon a belief, that their 
cargoes might be freely entered, and if now ſent back, muſt in- 
jure this nation in the opinion of foreigners. A violent ſtep was 
taken laſt ſeſſion, by leſſening the bounty on corn, Let us now 
endeavour to repair it, by adopting the policy of our late excel- 
lent chief governor, who direQed that the executive officers 
ſhould take bonds for the duties of corn imported, relying on the 
— of the legiſlature, at their next meeting, to cancel choſe 

nds. 

The Rt. Hon, John Hely Hutchinſon (Provoſt) ſaid he did not riſe 
to oppoſe any expedient for the relief of the poor; but the harveſt 
was a good one, though for the reaſon already ſtated, corn was not 
brought to market ſo ſoon as could be wiſhed. In regard to any 
diſappointment of foreign veſſels, it was well known that the pro- 
clamation was deciſive in its limits to the 15th of September z and 
though it might give temporary relief, it was highly productive of 
miſchief, as it would raiſe the price of corn, if the motion did not 
paſs, and then be an oppreſſion, inſtead of relief, to the poor. 

The Recorder ſaid, that could not produce the effect, becauſe it, 


was well known, farmers muſt ſend in corn to obtain money to 
pay their rents, 
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Capt. T. Burgh deſited to know how long the eleven hundred 
barrels of corn in queſtion, would ſupply the city of Dublin ; for 
if, as he had good reaſon to. believe, 1100 barrels of corn would feed 
the city but one day and an halt, and by diſcouraging the farmers 
wonld keep back their cora from market, he thought it would 
be bad policy to feed the people one day and an half and keep them 
perhaps a month faiting. | 

Mr, Hartie, now pteſented his motion to the Chair,“ that the 
Houſe would addreſs his Excellency tbe Lord Lieutenant, that 
he would order the proper officers to receive bonds for the duties 

ol all corn imported, for jourteen days from the preſent dats.” 

Sir H. Langriſbe ſaid, there were numberleſs objections to the 
motion — that as a money matter, it ought to pets thraugh a com+ 
mittee — that it could have no effect as to bringing corn from ſo- 
reign markets, the time being too ſhott but it would operate as a 
deception, and making farmers imagine there was a ſcarcity, 
cauſe them to hoard their grain for the higheſt price, He ſaid he 
was juſt returned from the country, and was convinced. that the 
preſent thjnneſs of the markets, was cguſed by the farmers being 
all engaged in ſowing. Sowing indecd in vain, if the laws for the 
protect lion and encuuragement of tillage, were to be diſpenſed with 
upon every occaſion, The late embargo, and incaſures which ac- 

mpanied it, were not taken up till after every county in ths 
kingdom had been examined as to its ſtate of proviſions. | 

Mx. Hartley again urged the necetiity of the meaſure 3 he hoped 
he would not be conſidered as an enemy to duty on 1mportation of 
foreign corn, except in calcs of urgent neceility ; at the ſame time 
he thought the price.41, 10s. was too high to be the rate to which 


. the corn of our own growth mult rite before the ports could be o- 
to admit 2 5 relief. 4 
3 Attorney General. I conlider this motion as totally inadmiſſablez 


when we were alarmed with the near approach of famine, govern- 
ment did not venture to adopt thts-meature, till after the fulleſt in- 
veſtigation, and the cloſeſt enquiry into the unavaidable neceſlity 
of it z convinced of that necellity <y41c4 only. could juſtify ſuch a 
proceeding, the meaſure was adopted; *tis now propoſed to ſet 
aſide the laws of the land, which are ſacred, and ſhould not be e- 
ven lightly ſpoken of, and upon what authority? the opinion of 
the Hon. Gentleman, that it will ſerve the city of Dublin z which 
opinion, however reſpe table, is, I apprehend, not fſut- 
keient, I am as well warranted to ſay, that in my opi- 
opinion, diſpenſing with forme p irticular law, will advantage ano- 
ther place; my Right Hou. Friend may ſay the ſame, and ſo it 
may go round, till each man gets ſome particular law ſet aſide-for 
his particular purpoſe. I conceive a partial embargo. would be 
unjult—there is a fact that the Hon. Gentleman does not yet ſeem 
to be informed of, and that is, that the embargo is taken off by 
proclamation, as a mark of reſpect to parliament, now ſitting 3 be · 
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fides, government were ſo conſcious of the neceſſity of having the 
ſanction of patñament to juſtify that embargo, that every ſpeedy 
means will be taken to obtain an act of indemnity for it: I have 
prepared a bill for that purpoſe, but if the prelent motion ſhould be 
carried, another act will be neceſſary to indemnity perſons acting 
under it, and even (as my friend behind me whiſvers ) to indemnify 
this Houſe for aſſuming to diſpenſe with the ſacred facts of the 
legiſlature, ——The queſtion paſſed in the negative. 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved, that the proper officers ſhould lay 
before the Houſe an account of all public money lodged in the na- 
tional bank, in conſequence of an addreſs of the Houſe to the 
Lord Lieutenant, requeſting that he would pleaſe to direct the de- 
puty vice trea(urers, &. &c. to depoſit in the national bank hat- 
ever balance of public money ſhould at any time remain in 
their hands. : 

Mr. Cl-ments declared his readineſs to comply with the intention 
of the reſolution. His accounts were made up weekly, and the 
ballance, in obedience to the Lord Lieutenant's order, paid into 
the bank. 

Mr. #2fter ſaid, the bank being a great trading company, he did 
not think their clerks were warranted to diſcover their ttanſactions 
public credit was of too delicate a nature to allow it—he thought 
the officers of the Crown were the proper perſons for the Houſe to 
call upon, but ſubmitted it to the Hon. Baronet, whether it would 
be prudent to make the daily tranſactions of the bank public. 

Mr. Gardiner, with ſome warmth, oppoſed the opinion of his 
Right Hon. Friend, (Mr. F2fer) that the officers of the bank were 
not ſubjett to be called to account by the Houſe, The bank, he 
ſaid, was a great public undertaking, exiſting by act of parliament, 
and fanQjoned by the faith of government, who had directed the 
public money to be depoſited therein; it was then to every intent 
and purpoſe a public object, its officers were the officers of the 
public, and as ſuch liable to be called upon by the Houſe to ac- 
count tor the public money, paſſing through their hands. 
Mr. Fefter explained himſelf—that he thought the vice treaſurers 
and other officers to whom the orders of government concerning 

public money iſſued, being the immediate officers of the ſtate, it 
would be more proper to direct the orders of the Häàuſe to them, 
but did not deny that the Houſe might, if it ſhould be deemed pro- 
per, call the officers of the bank before them. : 
Mr. Clements repeatedly declared, that he did not intend any op- 
poſition to the motion—the more frequently his accounts were in- 
ſpected, the greater would be his fatisfation, He deſired the Hon. 
Baronet would point out his object, that it might not be delayed: 
On Saturday le ' nnight, to which bis laſt return was made up, the 
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national bank owed a balance to his office of one hundred and 
thirty-three thouſand odd hundred pounds. 

Mr. Secretary Hamilton requeſted the Hon. Baronet to declare to 
the Houſe the end and intention of his motion, as he thought it 
might be a matter of more importance than appeared ac firſt ſight, 
and would therefore wiſh to conſider before he voted on the queſti- 
on, whether it was likely to be productive of public benefit, or the 
reverſe. 

Mr. Solicitor Carleten ſpoke to the ſame effect, as did Mr. George 
P:njonby, who ſaid, he was very ſure the Hon. Baronet's motion 
had fome wiſe tendency ; but as, upon the beſt conſideration, he 
had net been able to diſcover what that tendency was, and as the 


Baronet refuſed to inform him, he would not give the motion an I 


attirmative without ſome explanation. 
Sir H. Cavendiſh faid his motion ſufficiently expreſſed his ob- 
jeR, 
g Mr. Breton (repreſentative for the College) ſaid, as he was ver 
little acquainted with the rules of parliament, be would be — 
cbliged to any gentleman who would inform him, whether there 
was any rule or orcerof the Houſe, to compel a member offering 
a reſolution to the chair, to explain his motives and objects for that 
relolution ? | 
Mr. Carleten ſaid, there was certainly no ſuch rule or order, but 
while a member thought proper to conceal the intention of a teſo- 
lution, other members would exerciſe their right of giving ſuch 
refolution a negative; though if properly explained, and proved 
to be beneficial, it might have met wich a favourable reception, 
Sir Nich4las Lawlejs declared, that without knowing any thing of 
the Hon. Baronet's intention, he would vote in the affirmative of 
the reſolution 3 and this he thought himſelf bound to do, not only 
as being a ſubicriber to the bank, and as having induced others to 
ſubſcribe, but as being convinced that the more the conduct of 
the bank was ſcrutinized, the more it would redound to the ho- 
our of thoſe who had the dircQtion of it; and as being alſo con- 
1 inced that the addreſs of the Houſe, requeſting his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant to order the deputy vice treaſurers, &c. to pay the 
public balances into the national bank, had been ſtrictly com- 
lied with. | 
. After ſome converſation on this ſubject, Sir H. Cavendiſh's 
reſolution paſſed, and he then produced three other reſolutions to 
the following purport; but ſaid, he did not come as an orator 
with a ſet ſpeech to enforce them; he would only for the preſent 
read them to the Houſe, and at a more convenient opportunit 
move them. | 
Ait. That the condition of this kingdom requires that all prac - 
ticable retrenchments ſbould be made on its eſtabliſhments, con- 
tent with its welfare and ſafety. 


* 
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2d, That no money ſhould be granted this ſeſſion for the en- 


couragement of any trade or manufacture whatſoever, — 
3d. That the Houſe ſhould not proceed upon any petition for 
the encouragement of any private undertaking, 


Mr. Gardiner called the attention of the Houſe to the deplora- 
ble ſtate of our poor manufacturers; their di ſtreſſes were too 
great and too viſivle he ſaid to require any power of words to ex- 
preſs; and it was equally viſible that they muſt be relieved ; 
what the means of relief would be, he could not prognoſticate, 
but thought it his duty, and the duty of the Houſe, to give the 
ſubje& the deepeſt conſideration z and knowing no method more 
proper than to refer it to a committee, he moved that a com- 
mittee ſhould he appointed to take into conſideration the ſtate of 
the manufactures of Ireland, the proper means of giving them 
encouragement, and alſo to take into conſideration the imports 
and exports of this kingdom. 

Sir Edward Newenham obſerved, that it gave him peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction in ſeeing the Speaker, (Mr. Pery) re-elected to that 
high ſtation, which he had ſupported during the two laſt parlia- 
ments with ſo much honour to himſelf, and ſo much advantage 
to his country, 

A ſevere illneſs, ſaid he, prevented my attendance before the re- 
ceſs, but | am happy to find that my Right Hon, Colleague has an- 
ticipared the motions that I intended to have moved in order to 
ground a bill for protecting duties, as | am decidedly of opinion 
that no other meaſure will reſtore our manufaQures, or ſupport 
them when reſtored; I am confident that the zeal, perſeverance, 
and abilities of my colleague, will infure ſucceſs to his laudable 
and patriotic endeavours in favour of the diſtreſſed and ſtarving ma- 
nufacturers of Ireland. 

He ſaid, that though not perfectly recovered in his health, he 
came 6 attend his duty this day, in order to lay before parliament 
ſome Tnformation of the greateſt national imporcance, and there- 
fore requeſted the attention of the Houſe for a few moments. His 
information was contained in a letter from a nobleman of exalted 
rank and character in France, dated the ad of October, 1783; an 
extract of which he read as follows: 

* Nothwithſtanding your friends have ſpoken about including 
« Ireland in the commercial treaty now pending between Great 
«© Britain and the United States of North America, the Britiſh 
«© Commiiſioner has not done it; Iam inclined to think, the 
5 2 was aſked him, and he, (Mr. Hartley) wrote home 
“ for inſtructions, but none have arrived, therefore you ought 
* toloſe no time in taking proper and ſpeedy meaſures to have 
* Ireland included by name, otherwiſe there may poſlibly ariſe 
„ numberleſs doubts, delays, and miſunderſtandings, between 
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« the two countries, and which may prove *equally detrimental 
% to both. The treaty is now open, and may poſſibly be 
« ſoon re- aſſumed, either here or in Keating, I am confident, 
* that the American miniſters, Mr. Adams, Doctor Franklin, and 
Mr. Jay, will moſt cordially agree to include Ireland, and give 
her every poſſible equal commercial advantage, but that. can- 
not be done, except Ireland is included in the preſent, or ſome 
* other treaty,” | by Hg 

Ia a letter he received from a gentleman now in Philadelphia, 
but a member of the firtt conſequence in the ſtate of Virginia, 
dated the 4th of laſt September, the following hint is given: 
Should a commercial treary between thoſe States and Great 
Britain take place, I would recommend it to you to have 
* your kingdom ſpecifically mentioned, either in the body of the 
treaty, ot by an additional article, for it ſeems that your parlia- 
ment is now the ſole regulator of Iriſh commerce, conſequent- 
ly if your nation.is not acknowledged as a contracting party, 
& your ſhips may be delayed, and your merchants ſuffer materi- 
& ally by the omiſſion. It is better to ſettle thoſe matters at firſt, 
«* than leave them liable to future diſquiſition. I would alſo 
& adviſe you to have conſuls or agents appcinted in theſe States, 
« as circumſtances may frequently require their interpoſition in 
« the naval, as well as the mercantile line. Suppoſe a diſpute 
(as two have lately occurred between Captain Gibſon of the 
% May) flower, and Captain Traynor of the Betſy,) ſhould a- 
1 riſe between the owners or captains of any Iriſh or Britiſh ſblp, 
and ſuch diſpute not be immediately cogmzable by the ſtate in 
* whole harbour ſuch ſhip ſhould happen to be, that nation muſt 
* ſuffer, which has not a conſul or agent to ſupport its rights, 
or ſolicir the protection of the ſtate,” 

I have laid this information before the proper judges. I do not 
ictend to embarraſs government by tendering any refolutions_ at 
preſent; I only ſolicit juſtice for my country, and requeſt that 
thoſe whoſe duty it is, will take thoſe matters into immediate con- 
ſideration. The treaty was open on the th of this month; no 
time, not even one oft ought to be lot. The treaty might be 
ſi gned, and Ireland Ft out.—If that ſhould happen, this nation 
will experience greater difficulties than we ſuffer by the treaty 
with the peridious Portugueze, This Houle will then be forced 
to take it up in the warmeſt manner, and ſend Iris #4 Commilli- 
cucrs to Paris. For the preſent, I ſhall leave it in the hands of thoſe 
who have both power and abilities to do us juſtice, and I truſt they 
are deſirous of preventing future jealouſies, 

Mr. Pelham ſaid, that though fomewhat embarraſſed, he could 
not think of keeping filence upon fuch an occaſion z the Honour- 
able Baronet had read two letters, to which allowing every de- 
grce of weight, he was ſure it would never be admitted that le- 
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land was excluded from the benefit of every treaty in which ſhe | 
was not mentioned by name; he aſſured the Houſe that his Mu- 
jeſty's miniſters were not ĩnattentive to the intereſts of Ireland, 
and would wiſh to know if it was thought neceſſary by the Houſe 
that Ireland ſhould be particularly named, as miniſters were re- 
ſolved to adopt that or any other mode which could give this na- 
tion moſt perfect ſatisfaction. He was, he faid, 125 that the 
treaty was not fo near being concluded as the Honourable Baro- 
net imagined ; but aſſured the Houſe that he would inform his 
Majeſty's miniſters that a doubt had ariſen that the intereſts of 
Ireland would not be attended to, and urge them to demonſtrate 
the contrary, which they were well inclined to do. 

Sir Edward Newanham declared his perfect ſatisfaction, and 
his firm reliance on the declaration of the Right Honourable Se» 
cretary. 


Mr. Fitzgibbon ſaid, that an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of patlia- 
ment, by which ſeveral laws of England, deemed advantageous 
to this country, had been adopted altogether as laws of Ireland, 
that by conſidering the ſubject, he was led to an opinion, that it 
would prevent much inconvenience if ſuch laws as Ireland choſe 
to receive, were to be enacted in terms he confeſſed, indeed, 
this would be an arduous work, as the whole ſtatute book muſt be 
examined and conſidered, but with the aid and aſſiſtance of the 
Houſe he would attempt it. He therefore moved for a committee 
to take the ſubject into conſideration. : 

Mr. Gordiner preſented a petition from the Governors of the 
Houſe of Induſtry, praying id. | 

Mr. Gardiner moved, that the truſtees of the linen manufac- 
ture ſhould lay before the Houſe an account of all ſums of money 
diſburſed for the promotion and encouragement of that manufac- 
ture, from their in/titu:i;n to the preſent day. 

Mr. Feſter moved for leave to bring in a bill to facilitate and 
promote the intercourſe between this kingdom and America. 

The Attorney General moved for leave to bring in a bill to re- 

late the Admiralty of Ireland; and for leave © bit in a bill co 
indemnify all perſons adviſing or enforcing the late embargo. ' 
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TuksDay, OcToBer 28, 1783. 


The Hon. Jen Bourke preſented a petition from the governors 
of the work-houſe. | | 
Ordered to lie on the table, and committed for to-morrow. 
Several public accounts etdered yeſterday were preſented, 
the titles read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
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A petition was preſented from the Right Honourable Henry 
Flood and Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. complaining of an undue e- 
lection, through the conduct of Lodge Morres, Eſq;, High Sheriff 
of the county of Kilkenny, by which John Egar and John Burke 
O'Flaherty, Eſqrs. have been returned for the borough of Callan. 

_ Ordered to be tried the 4th of December. 


The order cf the day being read for opening the committee of 
accounts, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a grand committee, the 
Right Hon. John Foſter in the chair, but immediately adjourned to 
the next day, and the Houſereaſſumed. 


The Right Hon. Late Gardiner moved, that the proper officer 
lay before the Houſe the quantity and value of all goods, wares, 
and merchandize imported from Great Britain for the ten years, 
ending the 25th of March laſt. | 

That the proper officer lay before the Houſe an account of all 
old and new drapery imported during the ſame period, diftinguiſh- 
ing their qualities and prices. 

That the proper officer lay before the Houſe an account of all 
yarn 1 oa hence to Great Britain during the above 
That the proper officer lay before the Houſe an account of all 
woollens exported antecedent to the year 1692. 

All which were ordered accordingly. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb moved, that the proper officer lay before the 
Houſe an account of the penſions on the civil eſtabliſſ ment, that 
have ceaſed by death or otherwiſe, from lady-day, 1781, to lady- 


day, 1783. | 
"That the proper officer lay before the Houſe, 
An account cf the applications of ſeveral ſums for the uſe of the 
coal-yards in Cork wu. ublin. | 
The ſums paid ig premiums to fiſhing veſſels, 
The particulars of 56,000!/. iſſued from the treaſury, under the 
head of general officers. | 
Ditto of ſums, under the head of incidental charges. 
Ditto of premiums to veſſels with Iriſh coals brought to Dublin, 
Ditto of ſalaries on the revenue eſtabliſhment. 
Ditto under the head of wine warrants. | 


Mr. Toler, after adverting to the very great inaccuracy of the 


laws reſpecting the regulations of police and houſes of correQtion, 
ſaid he had a motion to make for leave to bring in a bill on that 
head. He ſaid there was not one houſe of correction made any ufe 
of at preſent, through the whole kingdom of Ireland. That it fell 
to his lot to know how uſeful ſuch inſtitutions muſt prove, ſince 
the act for tranſportation had failed to have any efficacy, as there 
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was no puniſhment introduced in its room. He then moved for 

leave to be in a bill to amend the act already paſſed, for enforc. 

ing hard labour, and for tranſportation of delinquents.— Leave 
anted. 

5" The Recorder bore teſtimony to the very great neceſſity there 

was at preſent for ſuch a law ; but it was alſo neceſſary he ſaid to 

have it paſſed before Chriſtmas. 


The Preveſt moved for leave to bring in a bill to deliver from 
confinement all perſons diſcharged by proclamation, but detained 


bor their fees. 


He ſaid this bill was a copy of one obtained in England, by the 
moſt remarkable perſonage that had appeared in Europe for many 
centuries, Mr. Howard; this gentleman, with the moſt benevolent 
heart, had devoted the earlier part of his life in improving a mode- 
rate fortune, by acting as a facher to his tenants, encouraging them 
to induſtry, in promoting their proſperity, and ultimately his own, 
in raiſing up around him what ought to be the pride, and is the 
ſtrength of every country, @ reſpectable independent yeomanry. His 
ſucceſs in this undertaking, and his amiable diſpoſition, ſoon 
caught the attention of the neighbouring gentlemen, and he was 
* to accept the office of ſheriff for his county; in this ſi- 
tuation he thought it his duty frequently to viſit the county jail, 


and his humanity ſoon intereſted him to allay the miſeries the 


wretched priſoners oftentimes unjuſtly ſuffer, as far as wiſdom, 
directed by tenderneſs, could go; he reformed the jail of his own 
county, and from that was induced to proceed round all England ; 
nay he did not confine his benevolent intentions to England only, 
for there 1s ſcarce a — in Europe that he has not inſpected, 
that the unhappy every where may ſts of his benevolence. Some 
time ſince it was propoſed to him that the thanks of parliament 
ſhould be voted as a reward and approbation of his merit. His 
reply was, that he was not ambitious cf applaute—that as to the 
thanks of parliament, he would not give a ruth for thembut if 
they would let him have ſomethingin his own way, if they would 


allow him to turn his labours to the public advantage, he would 


receive it as a favour—he then propoſed that this bill ſhould be 
paſſed, which, at his requeſt, was granted. The Provo obſerved, 
that ſome time ago a very humane law had been brought in, to 
enable grand juries to prefent for the fees of perſons acquitted: 
but a partial and oppretlive uſe having ſometimes been made of it, 
it by no means anſwered the purpoſe of the worthy Baronet who 
introduced it; indeed he ſaid it was a point of ſome difficulty, and 
an object of moment in a free ſtate to prevent any of its parts from 
extending beyond its proper bounds, and therefore he thought that 
power, though wiſely and humanely intended, ſhould not have 
been lodged with grand juties - their office was to ſpread a ſhield 
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to prote@ their innocent fellow - ſubjecte, or to put offenders on 
their trial but 1t was not their province to ſay, we will prefent 
the fees of this man who has been acquitted by his country, and 
not of this man, who has been acquitted alſo. The advantage of 
law ſhould extend equally to all thoſe who are in the fame ſituati- 
on. He ſaid he himſelf had been for many years a judge of aſſize, 
and though he had the happineſs to ſtand well with grand juries, 
et they had not urfrequently refuſed to preſent the fees of per- 
hos acquitted, though recommended by him from the bench. 

Sir r L.argri/he ſeconded the Provoſt; he ſaid he wiſhed 
to have made this former law, which had been brought -in by him, 
more extenſtve, but in thofe days he could not venture to pto- 
poſe it —Granted accordingly. a % 

The Fre det afterwards added, that his idea went in this matter 
to keep every part of the conſtitution in its proper ſtate, and to 
point out the proper line to grand juries fo as to hold the even 
ſcale of their juriidictior, without partiality or ſelf-intereſt. 

Mr. Toler thought it beſt to 3 the laſt bill, ot to let it 
come in as part of the general police bill. : 

The Fred ei thought it detter to let it ſtand upon its own ground, 

Mr. Taler fa d, he had another motion to make, which was ef 
ſome conſequence to the caufe of juſtice, It was in refpeQ to te- 
cognizances before magiſtrates, for protecution, appearance, &c. 
a matter very trivial in opinion, and by the ſlattern manner in 
which they were paſſed over, not a fifteenth part coming into the 
caſual revenue—becauſe fuch matters came through many hands 
before they reached the fub-theri}, and hen it came to him, too 
often made a pretext of revenge and oppreftion. He moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for furthering juſtice, by enforcing the pe- 
nalty of recognizance before magiſtrates, &c. and at the commiiſion 
of oyer and terminer, and other courts of juſtice. Leave granted. 


The petitionof Thomas Tenniſonagainſt Theophilus Clements, 
far an undue election for the county of Leitrim ; and the petition 
- of William Smyth for the ſame, fr the county of Weſtmcath, 
were received and referred; the firſt to the 29th of November, 
and the ſecond to the 3d of December. 


Mx. Creſtan propoſed a bill to aſcertain the qualifications of 
members ſerving in parliament, iz. that a knight of the ſkire {ſhould 
poſſeſs 6ool. per ann. real eſtate, clear of all inc umberances; 
and a Citizen or burgeſs zool. with exception of the College and 
city of Dublin. | 

| The Provefi ſaid, if Dublin was to be excepted, being a trad- 
ing city, and likely to be repreſented by a merchant, whoſe for- 
tune might be perſonal, Cork ought to have the ſame exemption. 

The Kecerder rejected the principle of the bill, and denied the 
praQicability of it. If, ſaid he, we were ſure that virtue was al- 
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ways an attendant upon riches, the principle of the bill would be 
a good one; but unhappily we know the contrary is fact, for 
thoſe who have moſt, the men who are wallowing in wealth, are 
ſtill for having a little more; on the contrary, there are many 
ſhining inſtances of the poorer men maintaining inflexible virtue. 
We have all heard of Andrew Marvel, who could return the ſe- 
cond and the third day to his bone of mutton, and deſpiſe the 
wages of venality. But as to the pradticability of this bill, it is no- 
torious that in England, from whence it is copied, qualifications 
for members to ſerve in parliament are bought and ſold as openly 
and as frequently as any other commodity. 

Sir Edward Newenhbam.,—There is no doubt, but the preſent 
bill in England is notoriouſly evaded ; therefore, though | bill 
now tendered may not be perfect, it is our buſineſs to render it 
effectual; we know the errors of the Engliſh bill, and may regu- 
late this bill accordingly ; few bils are perfect on their ſirſt intro- 
duction. 

The Clerk now proceeded to read the bill at the table, when 
ſome inaccuracies being found, Mr. Crofton withdrew it for the 


a preſent. 
of 
8 Sir H. Cavendi/h moved, “that the condition of this country 
Cc, demands that every practicable retrenchment, conſiſtent with the 
in ſafety thereof, and with the honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's 
he government, ſhould be made in its expences.” | 
ds Mr. Maſon obſerved, that as the queſtion was one of a number 
00 intended by the Hon. Baronet, he might with ſtrict parliamentary 
for order object to its being brought forward alone, but he rather 
e- choſe to object to it as being otfered at a moſt improper time, be- 
on fore the national accounts could have been examined. They 
ed. had indeed been but juſt read by their titles, and a committee 
ordered to inſpect them, but as that committee had not report- 
its, | ed, the Houſe had no information on which to found the reſoluti- 
ion on: in order therefore to have the queſtion, to whoſe object he 
ith was a friend, fairly inveſtigated, he adviſed the Hon. Baronet to 
der, withdraw it till the Houle had full information on the ſubject, 
otherwiſe he would move the previous queſtion, whether the 
a Hon. Baronet's reſolution be now put. | 
ld Sir Henry Cavenai/o ſaid, he would offer a very few words, to 


ſnew the Houſe that this was the proper time for bringing on his 
motion. The public accounts he ſaid, had juſt been received, 


and | and taking it for granted they were accurate, they were ſufficient 
* ground to found his reſolution upon; it was therefore unnegeſſa- 
- ry to wait for the report of the committee of accounts, for when 
4 at would be made, the time for retrenchment would be paſt.— 
* It was not, he ſaid, neceilary for gentlemen to make uſe of a previ- 


ous queſtion to get rid of his reſolution; they might if they could 
deny the truth ot it, give it a direct negative. But I will, con- 
D 
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tinued he, tell gentlemen my motives to prevent them from gueſ- 


fing. If ever there was a time when a plan of œcoomy was ne- 
cellkey, and might be propoſed with a proſpect of ſucceſs, it is 
the preſent. When the Duke of Portland was Lord Lieutenant, 
economy was the very ſoul of his adminiſtration ; and had it con- 
tinued, this motion would have been unneceſſary. That illuſ- 
trious nobleman is now at the head of the Britiſh minitry, and we 
have a chief governor high in his confidence, and who ' will re- 
ceive every ſupport and aſſiſtance from his friendſt ip. Out pre-. 
ſent Lord Lieutenant has himſelf, I am confident, every good 
diſpoſition towards this country; and of the Right Honourable i 
Gentleman, his ſecretary, I would ſay much, was he notnow pre- 
ſent. Beſides all theſe favourable circumſtances, we have a new 
parliament, not bound by continued acts of prodigality to make 
their preſent conduct conſiſtent with their paſt. | 
From the year 1755, to 1771, the national expence had been 
increaſing, he ſaid, to a moſt alarming ſum and then he ſtated ſe- 
verally the growth of each eſtabliſhment in expence to its preſent 
moſt alarming corrupt influence. The national debt was now 
little ſhort of two millions, whereas in 1755 there was a credit 
due to the nation of upwards of 400,000). dle underſtood, he 
ſaid, that one-third of the Houſe conſiſted of new members, and 
he expected from chem more virtue, than from thoſe long hac k- 
neyed in the ways of prodigality ; if they could avoid the little 
legerdemain of the court, and not fall into that ſettled ſyſtem of 
corruption, which too remarkably diſtinguiſhed the adminiſtration 
of 1571, when it was remarkable under the influence of a certain 
, junto at the gnidance of affairs, to ſay, ** ſupport my job, and 1 
will ſupport yours“ — and thus they danced away the public 
wealth whilft poor Ireland paid the piper. To the honour of 
Lord Northington he muſt confeſs, that he ſtrongly recommended 
economy from the throne, and believed it a fincere recommen- 
dation. | 
Captain Burgh remarked, that the Right Honourable Baro- 
net had expatiated much on the ſtate of affairs in 17571, but he 
had delivered no opinion of the affairs of 1783. The committee 
of accounts was not to be waited for, nor even the peruſal of 
thoſe papers which the Right Honourable Gentleman himſelf had 
called: for, which moſt certainly implied a doubt of the ground he 
went over; nor was he even willing to make any allowances for 
tze exigencies which cauſed the raiſing men for the war, nor any 
* contingent circumſtance which led to the increaſe of nation- 
erf | | | . * 
%%% argued again, that the motion was premature, 
and 6 Removed the previous queſtion. ; 
_ "Sir Edward Newenbam. The preſent Britiſh-miniftry took the 
royal cloſet by aſſault, under pretence of æconomy, and leſſen- 


* 
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Wn the undue influence of the crown—they five deceived the 
WScople—for here, their ſubſtitutes prove the friends of prodigali- 
, and enemies to æconomy ; in power, their ſentiments and 
tions are the very feverſe of what they were when out of power. 
he hypocriſy is too glaring, 


1 Mr. Browne of the College, recommended the accounts to the 
* Fear 1781, to be taken as the foundation of this motion. 
Mr. Flaod.— find my ſelf little capable of ſpeaking to this queſ- 
4 on, oppreſſed with ſickneſs as I am ; not in the leaſt degree ex- 
e ecting ſuch a 3 this night, and more aſtoniſhed than ever 
vas in my lite, to find the leaſt ſymptom of oppoſition riſing 
* dn the other fide of the Houſe. The oppoſition to it ſhould origi- 
= date here, for the reiolution does not go as far as it ought to do. 
n Lord Townſhend's adminittration, a reſolution was propoſed, 
n * that the condition of this country required every practicable re- 
% renchment to be made in its expences 3” and the adminiſtration 
* df that day thought they had done enough, and allowed them- 
* elves latitude ſufhcient, by amending it with theſe words—coan- 
lit ent with the weljare theres, and the hennurable ſupport of his ma- 
de eig covernment—tho* the reſolution fo amended, ſtood then ex- 
od aly like the preſent motion. [Here the clerk, at Mr. *l{o:d*s de- 
* Ire, read the former reſolution.] But I think this motion ſtill al- 
tle Nous too great an inlet to public profuſion. Some men will think 
inf their own welfare, when the welfare of the country is the ob- 
* ect, and include their own ſupport within the honourable ſupport 
7K df his 2 government; I did not, therefore, think any man 
41 dn the fide of adminiſtration would have oppoſed the motion; I ra- 
ne her ſuppoſed they would have called out in triumph to let it paſs; 
> of hey would have exulted to ſee “' the new commons, the new 
ded ountry,”” Ireland, in its emancipated and dignified tate, tolerate 
* he nonſenſe that was current in Lord 'Townſhend's adminiſtration. 
I am as willing as any man to pay compliment to miniſtry, 
0 oth here and in England, to allow them every degree of credit 
Mo or their honourable intentions; I have not the ſmalleſt ground 
* df animoſity or reſentment to them, and when I hear &conomy 
| of ecommended from the throne, almoſt in the words of the Ho- 
"had ourable Baronet, I am aſconiſhed at an oppoſition to his motion. 
d he ndeed, I believe the words of that recommendation were by ſome 
the ccident miſplaced, or that government has not digeſted tae plan 
any f retrenchment ; they ſhould not have followed immediately the 
"uu ention of the Genevan Colony, a body of virtuous men, who to 
void the moſt ignominious flavery, have tought an aſylum in the 
as, rms of this country. It was not the proper place to the words 
conomy, it there diſgraces the virtuous and generous a@ of men 
1 ho have juſt recovered their own liberty; by placing it there, 
Men- e may loſe a great deal of honour, but can fave very little mo- 


ey. But it is not in ſuch little things we are to look for relief 
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our retrenchments ſhould reach eſtabliſhments, and not like Eng- 
land plunge deeper each day in ruin. Miniſtry both here and in 
that kingdom, have been often warned of the fatal conſequence: Wi 
chat mult follow, but theſe warnings have been treated as the vii- 
ons of ſpeculative men. England, that great and mighty coun- Wi 
try, now ſtaggers under a load of debt, diſtreſſed and diſmem- . 
bered, her expences overwhelm her; and where is the man who 
will ſay ſhe ſhall ! eredemeed ? Where is the man who will ſay, | 

will redeem her, and will fay how? Though every little mini- 
ter, or every little man who imagines he is a miniter, is read) 
to undertake the management of her affairs: where is the man who WW 
will ſay that Ireland oughtto have a peace eſtabliſhment of 15,000 M 
men? When the augmentation took place in Lord Townſhend": 
adminiſtration, this country was unable to bear it, and fince that 
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day we have been involving her deeper and deeper, becauſe we 3 — 
at firſt engaged her in an undertaking beyond her ſtrength :—- TH 


when all the worid united againſt Britain, and ſhe was ſurrounded 
with enemies on every fide, we gave way to the feelings of ou p 


hearts and ſpared her 4000 men, and ſome time after in tlie m-: 
ment de flogrante bell, we granted her more than half our remai:- Wl | # 
ing troops; if then in time cf war the country could ſubſiſt witl-W "lb 
out troops, will any man ſay, that in time of profound peace i}: * 
ought to ſupport 15,000 men? No, now is the time for reducin;Þ . « 
your military eſtabliſhment—let your intention be known this da), = 
that the Right Honourable Secretary may have time to commu- Pe | 
nicate with England: if you neglect the preſent opportunit), - | 
no miniſter hereafter will have even a pretence for reſtoring the va 
finances of this country. * 
I am no partizan cither here or in England, I can gain nothin. - 
by it; I am ready in either place, like a man, to ſupport mini fel 
ters while they are right, and whenever they are wrong to oppof rr 
them, and reſiſt their meaſures. At preſent I hope my | —— r 
friend will allow me to alter his motion, and ſtate a preciſe idea; * 
I would have it run thus: ** Reſolved, that the condition of thi ir 
country requires every practicable retrenchment, &c. and tha > 
the military eſtabliſhment in its preſent ate, affords room for to ho 
feQual retrenchment.”” : _—_ 
I love the army as a body of brave and worthy men, but IF :-. 
would not ſacrifice the kingdom to their benefit. Now, Sir, | * 
miniſters really mean c οο m, they will agree with this ameno i mil: 
ment of mine z if not, they will amuſe us with words only. ſaid. 
Mr. George Lenſonby— Sit, I can fee as plainly as any nian ti T 
intent of reflections thrown upon your predeceſſor in nn! 
chair ; and I mutt ſay, as to the mover of this reſolution, that Hou 
diſapprobation of his ay me any but a pleaſurable ſenſation WF 1.1. 
and I do at all times feel that ſupreme contempt for his diſappte 


bation and opinion, which I now take the liberty to declare. M 
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Pmſmnby then entered into a defence of his father's (the late Speak- 
er) conduct he recited the hiſtory of that time—He ſaid that Mr. 
Flood had exerted himſelf to ſupport his father's intereſt againſt 
Lord Townſhend's attacks; and aſked, why, when virtue in the 
. bhape of Lord Townthend had overturned intereſt, the alledged 
48 7 ſſtem of profuſion had not been overturned alſo? He declared 
8 8 nis firm reliance on the Duke of Portland and his friends, that they 
I RT intended an effectual and ſatis factory reform; and conciuded that 
10 ir the Hon. Baronet thought the circle in which he fat was com- 
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fo | poſed of men grown old in iniquity, it would be but charicable for 
nt him to come amongſt them, as only from his virtuous contact and 
ary indefatigable labours, they could hope to be brought into the road 
"WE of righteouſneſs. 

2 5 Mr. Vleod ſaid, he had not ſupported Mr. Ponſonby's intereſt, but 
1 he had oppoſed Lord Townſhend's adminiſtration : he ſaid this to 


exculpate Mr. Ponſonby from the charge of ingratitude, for when 
he had felt the hand of power, Mr. Ponſonby had not ſupported 
him; but he never looked at ſuch little things as the intereſt of 
particular men or their parties; they appeared great indeed to the 
men who were engaged in them, but in the eyes of the man who 
contemplates the public welfare, they vaniſh into nothing. Had 
I, ſaid he, been his father's ſupporter, the Hon. Gentleman 
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e ge but ill requited me, when in his loudeſt tone, he cried out to have 
©." me diſmitſed, and ſeemed to reproach miniſters with puſillanimity 
= por 1 the ſentence. He declared, indeed, that he had no 
da perſonal diſlike to me, but it was only to oblige one or two parti- 


umu- 
init), 
18 the 


cular friends; yet the Gentleman boaſts of whig principles, whig 
connexions; whig friends he may juſtly boaſt, but ſuch conduct 
was a manifeſtation of whig apoſtacy. God and nature have et- 
tabliſhed this limit to power, it cannot long ſubſiſt diveſted of recti- 
tude. Do we mean to take up the works of retrenchment our- 
ſelves, or will we leave it to others to do for us? Will we re- 
trench our own expences, or leave it to others to cxconomize for 
us? If we proceed upon this buſineſs, the people will ſtand 
grateful and admiring ſpectators of our progreſs, if not, they may 
perhaps take it up themſelves ; let us then act honeſtly, let us tell 
Great-Britain what no man can deny, that the military is the place 
to make retrenchment. I will ſuppoſe miniſters as good as any 
man can wiſh, but *tis our duty to give them opportunity of exer- 
ciſing their honeſt intentions, 

Mr. George Ponſonby utterly denied his ever calling for the diſ- 
mitlal of the Hon, Gentleman; he repeated his worus, which, he 
ſaid, could not bear that interpretation. 

The Speaker earneſily exhorted gentlemen to avoid any per- 
ſonality, and informed them, that it was againſt the order of the 


— mention any thing which had been ſpoken in a former 
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Mr. S-ett greatly approved the interference of the chair, and de- 
clared, that it had prevented his ring to the ſame purpoſe. 

Mr. Buſh» (aid, the reſolution required time to conſider it it 
involved much matter: he recollected, indeed, our ſending 4000 
men to die in the Weſt Indies, at a time when we dared not ſend 
a throud to bury them in. Whv, continued he, do we appoint a 


committee of accounts, if we do their buſineſs before they meet! 3 


Mr. Pelham—1 do not heſitate to declare, that I am an enem 


to previous queſtions whenever they can be avoided, I think they H 


ſhould not be propoſed. —I would almoſt at any time, rather meet 


, . in the firſt inſtance, than get rid of it in this way; and 


Never there was a queſtion that I was ready and defirous to enter 

upon immediately, it is the preſent, for I concur in the intention 
: ot ir beſides I feel myſelf to flattered and encouraged by the 
manner in which the Hon. Gentleman has ſpoken of the miniſtry 
here, and in England, whom he has promiſed to ſupport, if their 
views and purtuits be fuch as he approves; chat nothing 
but the neceſſary forms of, prevents my now concurring in the mo- 
tion, as propoſed by the Honourable Baronet. But no injury can 
pollibly reſult from our poſſeiling all poſſible information, and in 
this kingdom you have an advantage, which they have not in Eng- 
land, that of ſeeing the accounts of the two laſt years, by which 
vou are with certainty directed in your future proviſions, Now, 
Sir, if the Honourable Baronet will make his motion, an inftruttion 
to the committee of accounts, I have no objection to it; on the 
contrary, I would wiſh to be conſidered as a friend to its views 
and principles; but I think it would be very unbecoming to make 
any declaration, till the Honourable Gentlemen who have ma- 
naged public finances at the different boards for two years paſt, 
ſhall have produced and explained their accounts; and from their 
known diligence and great abilities, I have the higheſt expectation 
of aſſiſtance in making all pothble retrenchment. : 

The Prime-Serjeant (Mt. Keil,) declared his diſlike to the pre- 
vious queſtion, and that at a proper time, he would ſupport the 
motion of the Honourable Baronet, but for the preſent, he thought 
the beſt way to get rid of it by an amendment, That the com- 
mittee cf accounts not having yet made their report, the motion 
was premature. 

Mr. Maſon could not conceive how a gentleman ſhould fo much 
diſlike the previous queſtion, and yet be _—_ ſubſlitute a pa- 
raphraſe on the previous queſtion. He ſaid he was as much a 
friend to the ſpirit of the reſolution as any man, and pledged 
himſelf, that at a proper time he would ſapport it, but at this 
time, he ſaid, it could not be entered on without a manifeſt breach 
of parliamentary order z—for there was a ſtanding rule, that no 
ſuppl y could be granted till after the committee of accounts had 
ma | X 


e theirreport. 3 
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Mr. Grattan.—lT ſhall not trouble you long, nor take up the 
time of the Houſe, by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or the af- 
fectation of inſirmity.— l ſball not ſpeak of myſelf, or enter into 
a defence of my character, having never apoſtatized.—I think ii is 
not neceſſary for the Houſe now to inveſtigate what we know to be 
fact. Ithink it would be better to go into the buſineſs, as the Houſe 
did upon another occaſion, without waiting the formality of the 
committee's report. —As to myſelf, the honourable reward that a 
grateful nation has beſtowed upon me, for ever binds me to make 
every return in my power, and particularly to oppoſe every un- 
neceſſary expence. I am far from thinking with the Honourable 
Gentleman, as to the ſpeech, and I believe he will find inſtances 
where ceconomy has been recommended from the throne, but prodi- 

lity practiſed. This was the caſe in Lord Harcourt's admini- 
| oy i An adminiſtration which had the ſupport of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, and therefore he, of all men, cannot be at a loſs to reject 
thatilluſory ceconomy, which has ſo often appeared in the ſpeeches 
of Lord Lieutenants. With reſpe& to the Geneveſe, I never could 
have thought it poſſible to give the ſpeech ſuch a bias as has been 
mentioned, and that people will be deceived, if they give credit 
to any declamation that infers from the words of the ſpeech, any 
thing but an honeſt ceconomy in applying the public money fairly 
to their uſe, The nation has derived great honour from this tran.- 
aFon, and I would be ſorry to have it tarniſhed by inference and 
inſinuation. f | Y 

In 1771, when the burdens of the country were comparatively 
ſmall, I made a motion ſimilar to this; the Hon, Gentleman then 
oppoſed me. I have his ſanction, now, that I was right, and he 
was wrong; and I fay this, that though gentlemen may for a 
while vote againſt retrenchments, they will at laſt fee the neceſlity 
of them. Yet while I think retrenchment abſolutely neceſſary, I 
am not very ſure that this is juſt the time to make it in the army, 
—now when England has acted juſtly, I will not ſay generouſly, 
—now when ſhe has loft her empire—when ſhe till feels the 
wounds of the laſt unhappy war, and comforts herſelf only with 
the faithful friendſhip of Ireland. If in 1969, when the liberties 
of Ireland were denied, and thoſe of America in danger, it was 
thought unadviſeable to retrench our army, there can be no ſuch 
reaſon to reduce it now, when both are acknowledged and confirm- 
ed. When we voted 4000 men to butcher our brethren in Ame- 
rica, the Hon, Gentleman ſhould have oppoſed that vote; but 
= he will be able to explain the propriety of ſending 4000 

riſh men thither, But why not look for retrenchment in the re- 
venue and other departments. In my mind, the proper mode 
would be, to form a fair eſtimate of what would be a reaſonable 
peace eſtabliſhment, and reduce our ſeveral departments to it. 

Mr, Flecd.— The Right Honourable Member can have no doubt 
of the propritty of my ſaying a word in reply to what he has de- 
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livered ; every member inthe Houſe can bear witneſs of the in- 
firmity I mentioned, and therefore, it required but little candour 
to make a nocturnal attack upon that infirmity z but I am not a- 
fraid ofthe Right Honourable Member, I will meet him any where, 
or upon any ground, by night or by day. I would ſtand poor- 
ly in my own eſtimation, and in my country's opinion, if I did 
not ſtand far above him. I do not come here dreſſed in a rich 
wardrobe of words to delude the people I am not one who has 
romiſed repeated!y to bring in a bull of rights, yet does not bring 
in that bill or permit any other perſon to do it am not one who 
threatened to impeach the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench for 
acting under an Engliſh law, and afterwards ſhrunk from that bu- 
ſineſs— I am not the author of the ſimple repeal—lI am not one 
who, after ſaying the parliament was a parhament of proſiitutes, 
endeavoured to make their voices ſubſervient to my intereſt—1] am 
not one who would come at midnight, and attempt by a vote of 
this Houſe to ſtifle the voice of the people, which my egregious 
folly had raiſed againſt me I am not the gentleman who ſubſiſts 
n your accounts I am not the mendicant patriot who was 
ught by my country for a ſum of money, and then fold m 

cauntry for prompt payment am not the man who in this Houle 
loudly complained of an infringement made by England, in includ- 
ing Ireland in a bill, and then ſent a certificate to Dungannon that 
Ireland was not included I never was bought by the people, nor 
ever fold them; the gentleman tays, he never apoſtatized, but 1 
ſay I never changed my principles; let every man ſay the ſame, 
and let the people believe them if they can. But if it be ſo bad a 
thing to take an office in the late, how comes the gentleman con- 
nected with perſons in office? They, I hope, are men of virtue, 
or how came the gentleman fo cloſely connected with Colonel 
Fitzpatrick: I object to no man for being in office; a patriot in 


office is the more a patriot for _ there, There was a time 


when the glories of the great Duke of Marlborough ſlirunk and wi- 
thered before thoſe of the Right Honourable Gentleman; when 
palaces ſuperior to Blenheim were to be built for his reception, 
when pyramids and pillars were to be raiſed, and — with 
emblems and inſcriptions ſacred to his virtue; but the pillars and 
pyramids are now ſunk, though then the great Earl of Chatham 
was held inferior to him; however, he is ſtill ſo great, that the 
queen of France, I dare ſay, will have 2 ſong made on the name 
of Grattan, | 85 

Lord Harcourt practiſed æconomy but what was the œcono- 
my of the Duke of Portland? ioo, ooo. was voted to raiſe 20,000 
ſeamen, tho* it was well known that one-third of that number 
could not be raiſed-- and what was the application of the money? 
It was applied to the raiſing of the exccrated fenciblcs. 
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It is faid I ſupported Lord Harcourt's adminiſtration it is true, 
but I never deſerted my principles, but carried them into the ca- 
binet with me. A gentleman, who now hears me, knows that I 
propoſed to the privy council an Iriſh mutiny bill, and that not 
with a view of any parliamentary grant. I ſupported an abſentee 
tax; and while I was in office, regiſtered my 204% 8 in the 
books of government; and the moment I could not influence go- 
vernment to the advantage of the nation, I ceaſed to act with them. 
I ated for myſelf—I was the firſt who ever told them that an 
Iriſh mutiny bill muſt be granted. If this country is now ſatis- 
fied, is it owing to that gentleman? No, the ſimple repeal, diſ- 
approved and ſcouted by all the lawyers in England and in Ire- 
land, ſhews the contrary; and the only apology he can make is, 
that he is no lawyer at all. A man of warm imagination and bril- 
liant fancy will ſometimes be dazzled with his own ideas, and 
may for a moment fall into error; but a man of ſound head could 
not make fo egregious 2 miſtake, and a man of an honeſt heart 
would not perfiſt in it after it was diſcovered. I have nowdone 
—and give me leave to ſay, if the gentleman enters often into this 
kind of colloquy with me, he will not have much to boaſt of at 
the end of the ſeſſion. 

Mr. Grattan.— In reſpect to the Houſe, I could wiſh to avoid 
perſonality, and return to the queſtion, but I muſt requeſt liberty 
to explain ſome circumſtances alluded to by the Hon. Member; 
the Hon. Member has alluded to St. Chriſtopher's bill, I will de- 
clare the fact he may tell a ſtory—when I received a copy of 
that bill, it gave me much pain and much offence; I thought I 
ſaw the old intention of binding Ireland by Engliſh laws; 1 there- 
fore ſpoke to that effect in this houſe, I alſo ſhewed the bill to all 
the moſt able and virtuous men in this kingdom, who were of 
opinion that my ſuggeſtion was wrong, under this opinion I ac- 
quieſced, and the opinion has juſtified it: as to my coming at 
midnight to obtain a vote, impoſing filence on the people, I deny 
it; it was miſtated in the papers, my reſolution was to declare this 
country free, and that any perſon who ſhould ſpeak or write to 
the contrary, was a public enemy. All the Houſe, all the re- 
vered and reſpeRed characters in the kingdom heard me, and know 
what I ſay is true. But it is not the flander of the bad tongue of 
a bad character that can defame me, I maintain my reputation in 
public and in private life; no man who has not a bad character can 
lay I ever deceived him, no country has ever called me cheat. 
I will ſuppoſe a public character, a man not now in this Houſe, 
but who formerly might have been here.—1 will ſuppoſe it was his 
conſtant practice to abuſe every man who differed from him, and 
to betray every man who truſted him; I will ſuppoſe him active, 
I will begin from his cradle, and divide his life into three ſtages, 


N 
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in the firſt he was intemperate, in the ſecond corrupt, and in the 
third ſeditious. 


Suppoſe him a great egotiſt, his honour equal to his oath, and 
I will ſtop him and ſay, Sir, your talents are not ſo great as your 
life is infamous ; you were ſilent for years, and you were ſilent 


for money: when affairs of conſequence to the nation were de- 


bating, you might be ſeen paſſing by theſe doors like a guilty ſpi- 
rit, juſt waiting for the moment of putting the queſtion, that you 


might hop in and give your venal vote z or, at times, with a vul- 


r brogue, apeing the manner, and affecting the infrmities of 
— ham ; or like a kettle- drummer, lather yourſelf into po- 
pularity to catch the vulgar, or you might be ſeen hovering over 
the dome like an ill-omen'd bird of night with ſepulchral notes, a 
cadaverous aſpect, and broken beak, ready to ſtoop and pounce 
upon your prey—you can be truſted by no man—the people can- 
not truſt you—the miniſters cannot truſt you—you deal out the 
moſt impartial treachery to both—you tell the nation it is ruined 
by other men, while it is ſold by you—you fled from the embar- 

» You fled from the mutiny bill - you fled from the ſugar bill— 
a tell you in the face of your country, before all the 
world, and to your beard— you are not an honeſt man. 

Mr. Fleod.— have heard a very extraordinary harangue indeed, 
and I challenge any man to ſay, that any thing half ſo unwarrant- 


able, was ever uttered in this Houſe. The Right Honourable 


Gentleman ſet out with declaring, he did not with to uſe perſon- 
ality, and no ſooner has he opened his mouth, than forth iſſues all 
the venom that ingenuity and diſappointed vanity, for two years 
brooding over corruption, has produced—but it cannot taint my 
public character; four and twenty years employed in your ſer- 
vice, has eftabliſhed that; and as to my private, let that be learn- 
ed from my tenants, from my friends, from thoſe under my own 
roof—to thoſe I appeal, and this appeal I boldly make, with ut- 
ter contempt of infinuations, falſe as they are illiberal. The 
whole force of what has been ſaid, reſts upon this, that I once ac- 

cepted office, and this is called apoſtacy z—but is a man the leis a 
patriot, for being an honeſt ſervant of the crown. As to me, I took 
as great a part with the firſt office of the ſtate at my back, as ever 
— Right Honourable Gentleman did with mendicancy behind 

m. 

Mr. Flaad proceeded to defend his character, when, at a pauſe, 
the Speater took the opportunity to interfere, and with the utmoſt 
politeneſs, and in the kindeſt manner, entreated him to forbear, 
declaring that he had ſuffered ine xpreſſible pain during this con- 
teſt, and that nothing but the calls of the Houſe to hear the two 
members, could have made him ſo long fit ſilent. He again be- 
{ought Mr. Tlaad to fit down, and the Houſe joining with the 
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Chair, that gentleman, after ſundry efforts to ſpeak, was obliged 
to deſiſt, and ſoon after retired. 

Shortly after, Sir Frederick Floed, who had gone at the requeſt of 
the Houſe to bring back his kinſman (Mr. Henry Flaad, who had 
withdrawn himſelf) returned and informed the Houſe he could not 
find him, though he had been at his own houſe, and ſome other 
places where he hoped to have met him, | 


The Houſe then reſumed the buſineſs of Sir Henry Cavendiſh's 
motion, when Mr, Mont Maſon aſſured the Right Honourable 
Baronet, that if he would defer the motion for the preſent, he 
would aſſiſt him in bringing it forward immediately after the com- 
mittee of accounts ſhould make their report. 

The Recorder ſaid, he thought the Right Honourable Mem- 
ber would do right by poſtponing it *till the Houſe might receive 
information from the report of the committee of accounts. 

Captain Burgh likewiſe requeſted it might be deferred till the 
committee reported z he faid the documents would then be more 
correct, as ſome light miſtakes may have happened in the print- 
ing them, which had been hurried on and done in two days time. 

The Prove/t likewiſe urged the deferring it *till the committee 
of accounts made their reports, He faid he had converſed with 
many old members that had been in parliament before committees 
of accounts had been eſtabliſhed, who had much lamented the 
wants of them, as the vouchers of all kinds of king's letters, 
&c. were now laid before them in a much clearer manner than 
they formerly were, 

Mr. Parſons wiſhed the gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the 
Houſe (Treafury Bench) would ſuffer the E be put at 
once, and let it go abroad to the world that it met with a nega- 
tive from them, if that ſhould be its fate. 

Aſter a few words by Mr. Maſon, the queſtion of adjournment 
was called for, when the Speater aroſe to comply with the requeſt, 
but was ſtopped by the Right Honourable Mr. Pelham, who ſaid, 
he muſt oppoſe it, upon which a diviſion enſued, when there ap- 


Againſt the adjournment, — — 84 
Forit, _ — — 27 
Tellers for the Noes, Captain Burgh, Mr. Maſen, 
Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Henry Cavendiſh, and Sir Henry 
Harthlonge. 

' Aﬀeer the diviſion, Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved an amendment to 
his former motion, which was oppoſed by the Provoſt as out of 
rule, and contrary to the uſage of parliament ; it was likewiſe op- 
poſed by Mr. Fitzgibbor, who — an amendment to the 


iment. 


2 
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Mr. Beresford, jun. alſo ſpoke againſt it, and told the Right 


Honourable Baronet, he wondered the Houſe would attend to his 
fooliſh amendments, &c, (which ſet the Houſe in a great fit of 
laughter) after which the amendment was put and negatived with- 
out a diviſion. 

At a eleven o'clock the queſtion of adjournment was agreed to, 
when Mr. Feger called the attention of the Houſe, by informing 
the Speaker that he thought it would be proper for the preſervati- 
on of the peace, and to prevent any miſchief that might enſue from 
the unhappy difference that aroſe between two members of that 
Houſe, as alſo for the dignity of the Houſe, that a mode ſhould 
be ſtruck out for takin — into cuſtody, either by the Serjeant 
at Arms, the Sheriffs of the citv, or ſome other perſons appointed 
for that purpoſe; which being ſettled, (after the Prowe/t, Mr. 
Bennet, Mr. Garainer, the Recorder, and ſome other members had 
ſpoke to the buſineſs) the Speaker, attended by ſeveral members, 
moſt patiently waited a full hour, when General Luttrel informed 
the Speaker, a magiſtrate (Alderman Exſhaw ) who had taken one 
of the members, (Mr. Flood) into cuſtody, was then at the bar, 
and requeſted he would lay his commands on him to have the ſaid 
Member forth coming in the morning, and to uſe his beſt endea- 
ours for taking the other into'cuſtody. The Recorder likewi fe, by 
conſent of the Houſe, iſſued a wartant for that purpoſe, after which 
the Houſe adjourned until to-morrow. 


— — 
Wepxesbay, OcToBtx 29, 1783. 


A letter was read by order, by the Clerk of the Houſe from the 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, to the Right Honourable 
the Speaker, acquainting him, that in conſequence of informati- 
on, he had granted a warrant againſt Mr. Grattan and Mr. Flood, 
to take them into cuſtody,. directed to the ſheriffs, &c. of the 
kingdom; but from the reſpect his lordſhip entertained for that 
Houſe, he had avoided iſſuing the ſame for execution till he had 
received the ſentiments of the Houſe on that ſubject. 

The Speaker at the ſame time obſerved, that he did not think it 
neceſſary, nor did he wiſh it ſhould be entered on the journals, 
but if the matter was left to him, he would take the moſt neceſſa- 
ry ſteps that could be properly adopted on the occaſion. 


The Honourable John Bourke made ſeveral motions, that the pro- 
per officers ſhould lay before the Houſe, accounts of the premiums 
paid upon corn, grain, &c. brought into this city coaſtways, by 
nland carriage, and imported, which were agreed to. | 

Ordered, that the Speaker do direct his warrant to the clerk af 


the crown, to ifſue a new writ for the election of a member for the 
borough of Laneſborough. 
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Right Honourable Jobn Feſter then aroſe, and ſaid he wiſhed to 
bring forward a matter of the utmoſt conſequence to Ireland; it 
was well known that the kingdom of Portugal had unjuſtly laid 
reſtrictions upon our trade: it was, therefore, hi gh time that this 
country ſhould take her conduct into conſideration; and it would 
become us on this occaſion to act with prudence and with ſpirit. 
With ſpirit, becauſe if Portugal ſtill refuſed to give Ireland 
thoſe commercial advantages, which, in juſtice, we had a right 
to (as the products of that country imported hither could be am- 
ply ſupplied to us from other places) he would be ohe who would 
tax the commodities which came from thence, in ſuch a manner, 
as would amount to a prohibition. On the other hand, if ſhe a- 
greed to take our manufactures, prudence ſhould dictate to us to 
give every encouragement to her trade; he thought, therefore, the 
beſt mode of inveſtigating this matter, would be by a committee, 
and therefore moved, that a committee be appointed to take into 
conſideration the trade of this kingdom with Portugal. 

Mr. Gardiner! riſe, Sir, to tecond the motion of my Right 
Hon. Friend, and to ſuggeſt ſome things of which I have received 
information. I hear, Sir, the conduct of the court of Spain to- 
wards this country, has been very ditferent from that of the court 
of Portugal; formerly Spain laid very heavy duties upon Iriſh 
linen, much higher than were impoſed on either the French or 
German; but of late, Sir, I am told, (I really do not 
know whether my information be juſt or not) they have ve- 
ry much diminiſhed that duty, ſo as even to put us on an 
equality with the Germans and the French, and that they have 
eftabliſhed manufactories for printing and ſtaining linens, which 
they ſend over to their colonies; for this purpoſe they have pur- 
chaſed from the Engliſh merchants within this ſhort time, no leſs 
than i000 pieces of Iriſh linen. Now, Sir, if this be the caſe, 
ſee what the conſequence is—the Engliſh merchant acts as our 
factor; he has one profit: we have another: whereas if a direct 
intercourſe was opened between Spain and us, we ſhould be in 
poſſeiſion of both the profits. There is another matter which 
would render our direct trade to Spain, of infinite importance to 
this country, and that is with reſpect to our woollen manufacture. 
All cloths made here, from thirteen to ſeventeen ſhillings per yard, 
are compoſed of a mixture of Iriſh and Spaniſh wool; and all 
cloths from ſe v enteen ſhillings per yard and upwards, conſiſt whol- 
ly of Spaniſh wool---this wool we have hitherto been obliged to 
get from England; and that is a principal cauſe why we have not 
been able to equal her in this branch of trade; for in 
this, too, the Engliſh merchant acts as a factor: and while Spain 
gets one profit, the factor gets another; ſo that in England they 
pay but the firſt price, and conſequently have the Spaniſh wool 
intinitely cheaper. There is allo the article of dye-ſtuff, of 
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which we import a conſiderable quantity from Spain, through the 
like medium of the Engliſh factor, and for which, therefore, we 
pay a double price; if then the information I have received is 
true, it muſt be apparent what advantages will accrue to us from 
a trade with Spain z—they would take our linens at an advanced 
ice, from that which we are at preſent paid for them, and we 
uld have in return all neceſſary articles from thence, at a much 
lower rate, than we are now able to procure them—if, therefore, 
the conduct of Portugal ſhould make us lay prohibitory duties on 
the products of that country, and if we can receive fo many ma- 
terial benefits from a commerce with Spain, I think it would be 
wiſe in us to leſſen the duties on Spaniſh wines: I with, there- 
fore, the Right Hon. Gentleman would add the words, and 
2 to his preſent motion. I thought to have taken up ſome- 
thing of this kind in the committee of trade now fitting, but I 
fear we have ſo much buſineſs already upon our hands, that to en- 
it would be impracticable. 
Taler hoped the Right Honourable Gentleman who had juſt 
ſpoken, would not inſiſt upon having Spain included in the pre- 


ent motion; he conſidered the buſineſs that was to come before 


the committee moved for, of much greater magnitude than merely 
matters of trade—it would be to inveſtigate the nature of treaties, 
and he ſhould be ſorry to ſee a ſubject of ſuch importance frittered 
away—it would be to confider how far Ireland was included in all 
treaties hitherto made by Great Britain, and to be deemed a con- 
tracting party: Ireland had a right to trade with Portugal by the 
law of nations; it was a right founded in juſtice, and which ſhe 
would not give up; it was therefore an affair of the greateſt con- 
ſequence to Ireland, and particularly at the preſent criſis, when a 
new treaty was to be ratified ; from the reſult of this committee, 
would be known what ſteps ought to be taken in future. Perhaps 
an addreſs to his majeſty might be deemed requiſite, and there- 
fore he hoped, when this committee ſat, the Right Honourable 
Member who moved this motion, would not contine his enquiries 
to affairs of trade alone, but would enter minutely inco the diſcuſ- 
fion of the true extent of all treaties between Great Britain and 
foreign ſtates. 

Mr. Feſter wiſhed his motion to be carried in the manner he had 
made it. He confefled Mr. Gardner's information as to Spain, 
was perfectly well founded; but choſe firſt to enter upon the con- 
ſideration of the tranſactions relative to Portugal, as from ſuch 
conſideration it could beſt be diſcovered how we ought to act re- 
lative to other powers; and when the committee ſat, his Honoura- 


able Friend (Mr. Toter) might certainly introduce whatever he 
thought would be proper. 


Mr. Gardiner replied, if gentlemen had any objection to adding 


Spain to the motion, he would not urge it. 
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Mr. Corry roſe, and faid, he thought it would be highly proper 
for the commitree to be acquainted with what ſteps had been 
taken by the Britiſh miniſters, or how far they had interfered with 
the court of Portugal on our behalf. He had the greateſt reli- 
ance on the good intentions of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters in 
England towards this country; he had the beſt opinion of the 
Iriſh miniſter, from the ready and liberal attention he had the 
other evening paid to the wy Fong given him by a worthy 
Knight (Sir E. Newenham) who had always the beſt authority for 
what he communicated to that Houſe z but it was unfortunate 
for this country, on the eve of eſtabliſhing a great woollen 
manufacture, with the beſt inclination of the Engliſh miniſter, 
the intereſts of the-Engliſh nation militated againſt our ſucceſs, 
it would therefore be right to have every information relative 
to what paſſed between the courts. of Great Britain, and Portu- 
gal, reſpecting the trade of Ireland, laid before this committee, 
otherwite England might ſuffer us to get into a diſpute, while 
ſhe would be a gainer by the quarrel ; he hoped, therefore, a 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pelham) would be prepared to de- 
clare every thing which had paſſed between the two kingdoms 
upon the ſubject. 

Mr. Secretary Pelham (aid, every neceſſary information ſhould 
be readily communicated, and for this purpoſe, all papers 
ſought by the committee Thould immediately be produced but 
ſtationed as he was, he could not fit ſilent and hear an inſinua- 
tion of an Hon. Member, that it is the intereſt of his Majeſty's 
Engliſh miniſters to oppoſe the proſperity and growth of the 
Iriſh woollen manufacture. | 

Mr. Corry roſe to explain—he did not ſay it was the intereff 
of bis Majeſly*s mini/ters; ſo far from it, he had expreſſed. the 
higheſt confidence of their virtues and good intentions towards this 
Kingdom; what he ſaid was, that it unfortunately happened, 
while this kingdom was on the eve of eſtabliſhing a great woollen 
trade, it was the intereſf of the Engliſh nation to ſuffer us to get 
into 2 diſpute, where ſhe might leave us to ourſelves, and 
benefit by the quarrel. . 

Mr. Pelham thanked the gentleman for ſetting him right, 
but either way he underſtood the Hon. Member in the ſame 
light; for his part, he avowed that he was in the ſecrets of 
the Britiſh miniſters, and being in their ſecrets, though an Eng- 
lichman himſelf, he could not come over to this country to 
ſecond what he was well ſatisſied was their intention, if he 
ſuffered any thing that was ſaid either within doors or without, 
to ſway with him, or to make him conſider, in the ſmalleſt 


degree, the intereſts of this kingdom and Great Britain other- 
wile than as united. 


g 
48 PARLIAMENTARY Y 
Mr. Lengfeld (who had opened the journals) ordered the 


Clerk to read his Majeſty's anſwer to that Houſe, upon the 0 
addreſs preſented laſt ſeſſions relative to the Portugal buſineſ 5. 
it was read according, and contained the _ affectionate W 
terms, highly applauding the wiſdom and prudence of the Irih WW ;1 
parliament, and affuring his faithful Commons, that he would WW . 
give his miniſters, direQly, inſtructions to interfere, 1 1 
Mr. Longfield thought that another addreſs ought now to be 4 
preſented, in order to know what the reſult of that interfe- (t 
rence was, FI 
Sir Hercules Langriſbe could not but admire the zeal of gen- c 
tlemen for the good of their country, which was thus obſtruct. 
ing the meaſures of others, who had no zeal at all (here 2 
loud laugh). He begged pardon, he meant no difference of b 
ſentiment, though the ſame zeal made a difference of opinion; e 
he was ſure if the, committee was let to fit, every thing would * 
turn out ſatisfactory to the general wiſh; Ms 
Mr. Taler now roſe, but the Speaker acquainted him, as he 
had already delivered his opinion on the queſtion, unlefs he 5 
aroſe to explain, he could not ſuffer him to proceed z the order _ 
of the Houſe had been groſsly infringed the night before, he _ 
was ſure it muſt be in the recollection of every gentleman pre- a 
ſent, and he was determined ſtrictly to adhere to the rules cf 
parliament, in future. Mr. Toler immediately acquieſced. * 
The Attorney General ſaid, that laſt ſeſſions a motion for a * 
committee, ſimilar to that at preſent made, had been moved ; 
and refuſed, becauſe at that time an addteſs was thought pro- *s 
per. Negociation, it was hoped, would have had a due etteQ, ar. 
and therefore it was deemed neceſſary to try it; that negociation n 
has taken place, and we are to ſuppoſe it has been unſucceſsful, 900 
otherwiſe the reſult of it would have been announced in his * 
Excellency's ſpeech from the throne, The ſpeech being ſilent | 
upon that head, negociation muſt now be conſidered as at an ies 
end, Ireland ought now therefore to ſtep forward with becom- "4 
ing ſpirit, He hoped that there would be no objection to 
going into a committee, and if afterwards gentlemen ſhould 
think an. addreſs neceſſary, it might be adopted. 
The motion was then agreed to, and a committee appointed. 
Mr. Fofter moved a variety of reſolutions, that the proper officers 
ſhould lay before the Houſe an account of all articles of the 
growth, produce, and manufactures of Portugal imported into = 
this kingdom for ten years, to the 25th of March, 1783, di- WF > 
tinguiſhing the quality and value of each article, —Agreed to. — 


General Cunninzbam, in the warmeſt terms, extolled the con- for 
duct of Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. who, he faid, was a native of Wi ** 
this country ; his behaviour had procured him the thanks of 
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both Lords and Commons in England, and an omiſſion on our 
part might look like a negle&: he therefore moved the thanks 
of the Houſe to Sir Eyre Coote; which pailed nem. cen. 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, he, had only that moment entered 
the Houſe, therefore was not prepared to note the deficiency that 
appeared; that, after having thanked the General, he was ſur- 
priſed no thanks were moved to be given to one of the braveſt 
admirals that ever fought under the Britiſh flag, but he would 
(though not a naval officer, or even acquainted with Sir Edward 
Hughes) move on to-morrow, a juſt tribute of thanks to tran- 


the 
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- 7 Sir Edward then moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
E # better advancement of juſtice, by aſcertaining the qualifications 
| ry neceſſary for perſons taking commiſſions of the peace for coun- 
1 ties at large. Leave was granted accordingly, 

i ro Mr. Crofton reported a bill for aſcertaining the qualifications 
a2 2 of members to fit in parliament, which was read, and ordered 
* to be read again on this day ſe'nnight.—Ordered to be 
* printed. 


Sir Henry Cavendi/þ obſerving that the orders of one parlia- 
ment were not binding on another, moved that all orders be 
revived. 


s of 


wie Mr. F:fter thought this too general; ſome orders would be 
by improper : there was one, that no motion ſhould be made after 
20 three o'clock in the day; he imagined therefore that a com- 
Aion mittee ſhould be appointed to ſee what orders were neceſſary 
ful to be revived; at leaſt, he hoped the gentleman would not 
q Th make his motion 'till to-morrow. | 
Flent Sir Henry p ce to wait 'till then, but could not defiſt *cill 
| 2 committee ſhould make a report; becauſe while that com- 


at an 


* mittee was ſitting, the conſequence would be, the Houſe would 


be without any orders. Adjourned *till- to-morrow. 
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| Jato Mr. Burke preſented a petition of the commiſſioners for promot- 
4 ing and carrying on the inland navigation in Ireland, praying a re- 

. newal of the tillage duties for the term of twenty-one years, with 


ſuch further aid as to the wiſdom of the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet, 
cos for enabling the petitioners effectually to compleat the great 
ve of national works now in execution, 


nks of 'E 


* 
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Ordered, that ſaid petition be referred to the conſideration 


of a committee. =_ 

Mr. Cuffe preſented a petition from Richard Gore, Eſq; pray- 2 

ing leave to bring in a bill for ſettling the will of the late Earl oy 

of Arran, and for payment of debts. —Referred to a committee. h 

Right Hon. John Fefter preſented the petition* of David ae 
Boſquet, praying for aid in the copper manufacture, and of his \ 
flatting and rolling mills. Alſo, a petition from John and a fo 
Henry Allen, woollen-manufactuters, praying aid to eſtabliſh a | 

manufaQtory in the county Wicklow,——Referred to a com- [ 
mittee. take 

Mr. Hartley preſented a petition from the miniſter, church- con 
wardens, &c. of St. Nicholas without, praying aid for rebuild- rive 
ing faid church. F1 | that 

. Clements preſented the accounts between the national Th 
bank and the treaſury, as ordered on a former day. city 

Mr. Smith preſented ſundry accounts of corn carriage by land mu 
and the canal, with bounties paid on the ſame.—Qrdered to lie Th 
on the table. tha 

ce 

Sir Edward Newentam expreſſed the ſatisfaction it gave him — 
to move a reſolution in favour of as brave, and as worthy an hal 
officer, as ever fought ; he heard of Sir Edward Hughes's eminent wh 

and diſtinguiſhed conduct, from one who fought againſt him, tho 
and who acknowledged, that it was owing to his abilfties, 18, 
courage, and perſeverance, that the Britiſh fleet was ſo ſucceſſ- tw. 
ful on the 17th of February; that, when an enemy praiſes tic 
his opponent, there cannot be a ſtronger proof of his virtues,— the 

Sir Edward then moved, and was ſeconded by Mr. Grif- to 

» 

„ That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Sir Edward 
Hughes, Knight of the moſt Hon. Order of the Bath, for the kee 
important ſervices performed by the ſquadron under his com- d 
mand, in the Eaſt Indies, on the 17th of February, and the tha 
12th of April, 1782.“ in 

% That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Commodore a5 
Richard King, the captains and officers, and ſeamen, for the Wo 
important ſervices performed by the ſquadron under the com- C01 
mand of Sir Edward Hughes, in the Eaſt Indies, on the 17th of of 
February and 12th of April, 1782 ;z and that Sir Edward Hughes ute 
do ſignify the ſame to them.“ | 

„ That the Speaker do tranſmit a copy of the ſame to Sir ani 
Edward Hughes.“ | lay 

Agreed to nem. cor. 

Mr. Griffith, after apologizing for his own diffidence, and fe] 


lamenting that ſome member of greater ability had not done be 
it, moved the thanks of the Houle to Sir Robert Curtis, for let 


© 
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his gallant behaviour during the ſiege of Gibraltar, and for his 
great humanity and uncommon abilities exerciſed in ſaving the 
ves of the officers and ſoldiers belonging to the enemy. 

Agreed to rem. con. and the Speaker to communicate the ſaid 
thanks, &c. 


Mr. St. Gezrge preſented the barrack accounts, as ordered on 
a former day,—Referred to the committee of accounts, 


Lord Charles Fitzgerald preſented a petition from the under- 
takers of the Grand Canal, praying the loan of _m_ to 
complete the navigation from the harbour of Dublin, to the 
river Barrow; the principal allegations in which petition were, 
that they have expended their whole capital of 100,000/. 
That they have perfected a navigation for 27 miles from the 
city of Dublin. That the work is incomplete until its com- 
munication with the rivers Barrow and Shannon be opened. 
That the carriage of goods on the line is amazingly reduced 
that is, to two-pence an Irrſh mile per ton on all goods, ex- 
cept lime, lime-ſtone, turf, building-ſtones, bricks, paving - ſtones, 
gravel, foil, dung and manure for lands, which are only a 
half-penny a mile per ton. That the manufacturers of Dublin, 
who conſume Kilkenny - coals, will immediately fave fifteen 


im, thouſand pounds per annum, in the difference between 20. 105. and 
es, 18s, 44. per ton. That when the communication is opened be- 
- tween Dublin and Lough Allen, the nation will fave in the ar- 
ſes 


ticle of coals 239,000/. per annum. That when they procure 
the loan of 50,000/. it will enable them on their own bottom 
to complete the work, and repay the loan. 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved that all orders for regulating and 
keeping due order in the Houſe be revived. 

Mr. Faſter ſaid, Notwithſtanding he ſincerely and heartily wiſhed 
that proper order and due decorum ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved 
in the Houſe, he muſt oppoſe the Right Hon. Member's motion 
as it then ſtood; for, by including all orders, great confuſion 
would ariſe; as many of the orders which had been made, 
could not be cloſely adhered to, without retarding the buſineſs 
of the Houſe, and appearing directly contrary to many now in 
uſe, and eftabliſhed by cuſtom. 

Mr. Monk Maſon faid a few words in oppoſition to the motion, 
n it in ſo ludicrous a light as to ſet the Houſe in 
aughter, 

The Prevoſt aroſe, and, amongſt other reaſons, aſſigned the 
following againſt the motion. He ſaid, that if all orders were to 
be included, there was one which ordered the doors of the gal- 
lery to be locked each day, and the keys laid upon the table, 
before the Houſe proceeded to any buſineſs; which order he 

E 2 


52 PARLIAMENTARY 


_ e 
was very ſure the Right Hon. Member would not wiſh the Houſe 
to obſerre. Another oder, was, that it any perſon was to be 
examined before the Houſe, he ſhould firſt be ſworn at the bar 


of the Houſe of Lords. Another order ſaid, that if any man 
aſſaulted or inſulted a member going to or from the Houſe, he 
ſhould be inſtantly committed; though another order of the Houſe MW 
ſaid, that in all caſes a man had a right to be heard in his own I 


vindication, Theſe were matters, he thought, would be found 
difficult to reconcile, if the orders were all moved together, and 
not ſeparated, ſo that the neceſſary ones only might be te- 
wived. 7 . 


Mr. F:fter moved an amendment, which was, that the order | 


of the Houſe ſhould be ſpeciticaily examined before a committee, 
and the neceſſary ones only be revived. After ſome little con- 
verſation, Sir Henry Cavendiſh withdrew his motion. 
Mr. Feſter moved for a committce-to inſpect and revive ſuch 
orders of the Houſe as may appear neceſſary, | 

Mr. Letter moved for a committee to enquire into the ſtate 
of the coal trade.—Adjourned till to-morrow. 


Faipay, Ocrtorer 31, 1783. 


Committee of accounts, Mr, Maſon in the chair. 

Mr. Fefter moved, that the proper officers ſhould return an 
account of the particulars of 44,072/. which was returned as the 
arrear of hearth money to Lady Day, 1783.—Alſo the particulars 
of 32,402/. being the arrears of quit rents.—Alfo the ſum of 
. 69,135/. 125. being the deficiency of the various collections 
Alſo an account of what ſteps had been taken againſt the dit- 
miſſed collectofs, for their ſeveral arrears. | 

Mr, Gardiner moved, that an account be given of the amount 
of ſtampt paper, delivered to the different officers-of the cuſtoms, 
ſince the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Stamp Office, ſpecifying the 
manner in which the public haye been reimburſed for faid 
ſtamps. . 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved, that the proper officers ſhould 
return the amount of the civil liſt for two years preceding the 
years 1775, 71, and 83, diſtinguiſhing each period. — Allo the 
amount of the military contingencies for the ſame years, —Alfo 
the balances remaining in the "Treaſury on Lady Day, 1775, 
71, and 83, diſtinguiſhing each year. 
Mr. Fofter moved, for an account of the ſtorage provided for 
the laſt eight years, ſpecifying the charges under which the; 
have been debited. | b 


1 53 
Mr. Stewart preſented a petition of Cornelius Marſhall, of Cale- 


don, in the county of Tyrone, cotton and linen manufacturer, 
praying aid to promote and extend the cotton manufaRure z which 
was read, and referred to the conſideration of a committee. 


Several members took the oaths, made and ſubſcribed the 
declaration, and. took and ſublcribed the oath of abjuration, 
according to the laws made for thoſe purpoſes. 


General Lutrel preſented a petition of Thomas Reilly, of the 
city of Dublin, iron merchant, praying aid to bring the manu= 
facturing and tilting of ſteel, and other great branches of iron 
works, to perfection in this country; which was read, and 
referred to the conſideration of a committee. 

Mr. D. Brown acquainted the Houſe, that he had reafon to 
think, from the information he had received, that part of the 


ch 100, oool. granted for raiſing ſeamen for the ſervice of the Britiſh 
navy, had been miſapplied, and employed to raiſe fencibles, to 
ate a very conſiderable amount; he therefore moved, that the proper 


officer be ordered to lay before the Houſe an account of the 

preciſe day his Majeſty's orders were iſſued for ſtopping the 

recruiting ſervice in this kingdom z and the motion was ſeconded. 

At the inſtant General Luttrel aroſe to ſecond it alſo. He 

congratulated the Hon. Member on having mentioned the buſi- 

neſs; he ſaid if his information ſhould prove true, it would 

be the buſineſs of the Houſe, and was the wiſh of his heart 

an to have it ſpeedily and ſtrictly inveſtigated. Ordered accord- 
the ingly. 


The proper officer laid before the Houſe an account of the 
quantity of flour brought to Dublin from Lady Day, 1781, to 
"a Lady Day, 1783. 


Mr. Smith moved that leave be given unto Andrew Ram 
Stephen Ram, and Abel Ram, Eſqrs. for three days to attend an 
election.— Granted. 


Mr. G. Molyneux moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of the number of forces in this kingdom, 
when the 5000 troops were ſent to Great Britain. Ordered 
accordingly. 


Mr. Bennet preſented a petition from Edward Kirwan, and 
Richard Martin, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue election and 
return of the Right Hon. Denis Daly, and William Power Keating 
Trench, Eſq; tor the county of Galway.—Ordered to be taken 
into conſideration the 29th of November. 
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Mr. David Lateu he, acquainted the Houſe that a ſevere il!. 
neſs kept him at home, the day that the buſineſs relative to the 


c| 
National Bank was brought forward by a Right Hon. Baronet, if 
He aſſured the Houſe, that ſince the bank opened, which was | re 
on the 24th of June laſt, great advantage was reaped thete- tu 
from, particularly by the traders in linen, who had been ad- E\ 
vanced large ſums at 5/. per cent. That the buſineſs of the bank hc 
was conducted in the moſt clear and regular manner, and that he as 
thought great benefit would ariſe to the nation, if the ſeveral nc 
fums of money which remained in the hands of lawyers, were 
ordered to be paid into the bank ; for which purpoſe he ſhortly 
intended to bring a bill into the Houſe. ; b 
Sir Henry Cadendiſb aſſuted the Hon. Member, when he moved Ky 
for the inquiry, he did not mean to throw the leaſt obloquy on . 
the governors or directors, for whoſe characters he had the higheſt 1 
reſpect. | 
Mr. Lateuche obſerved, ſuch enquiries generally carried to the i 
world an impuration or ſuſpicion, . 
Read an account of the various ſums diſtributed by the truſtees be 
of the Linen Manufacture from their firſt inſtitution, 
The Hon. John Bourke reported from the committee, appointed dr. 
to enquire into the ſtate of the Foundling Hoſpital and Work Houſe, of 
the reſolutions which the committee had direQed him to report E, 
to the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in cel 
' at the table, where the ſame were read. 
. Ordered, that the ſaid report do he on the table for the pe- to 
ruſal of the members. | 
Mr. Burke alſo reported from the committee, appointed to ent 
examine the matter and petition of the commithoners of Inland 
Navigation, the reſolutions which the committee had directed him FE 
to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after deli- im 
vered in at the table, where the ſame were ead. | 
- Ordered, that the ſaid report do lie on the table for the peruſal me 
of the members. — 
a 
The Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pelham informed the Houſe, we 
that he was commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on 
to acquaint them that his Majeſty had been pleaſed to return WW pro 
a moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs of this Houſe, which he f 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table; and the pet 
ſame was read by Mr. Speaker (all the members being uncovered) cil 
and is as followeth : | pet 
c GEORGER. be. 
« His Majeſty returns his hearty thanks to the Houſe of 
Commons for their dutiful and loyal addreſs, and for their _ 


congratulations on the increaſe of his family, and the reſtoration] 
of the bleſſings of peace. 
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« His Majeſty receives with the greateſt ſatisfaction the de” 
claration of his faithful Commons, that, duly ſenſible of the 
ſincerity and good faich manifeſted by Great Britain in the ſacred 
regard ſhewn on her part to the late adjuſtment of the conſti- 
W tution and commerce of Ireland, they will earneſtly concur in 
every meaſure that may confirm and ſtrengthen the mutual con- 
fidence of both kingdoms, and that union in ſentiment, as well 
as intereſt, which is ſo efſentially neceſſary to the ſtrength, ho- 
nour, and proſperity of the empire,” eg 


Ordered, that his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer be entered 
in the journals of this Houſe, 

Reſolved, nem. con. That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, to return our moſt fincere thanks to his Majeſty, 
for his moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs of this Houſe. 

Ordered, that ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Ma- 
jeſty's Moſt Hon. Privy Council do attend his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant with the faid reſolution, and defire the ſame may 


tees be laid before his Majeſty as the addreſs of this Houſe. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pelham reported that the ad- 
nted dreſs of this Houſe to his Majeſty, in favour of the children 
uſe, of the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, had been preſented to his 
port Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and that thereupon his Ex- 
d in cellency was pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 

* I will take the firſt opportunity of tranſmitting this addreſs 
e pe- to be laid before his Majeſty.“ 

Ordered, that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer be 
d to entered in the journals of this Houle. 

1 Mr. Hartley moved, that an account of the different exports and 
 deli- imports ſhould be referred to the committee of trade, 


Mr. Hartley preſented a petition from the Chamber of Com- 
merce, ſtating the unequal terms on which the trade of this king- 
dom was carried on; our ports thrown open to all Engliſh manu- 
factures, on paying a moderate duty, whilſt Engliſh ports 
were either ſhut againſt our manufactutes, or ich duties impoſed 
on them'as amounted to a prohibition: Therefore praying for 


Touſe, 
tenant 


return prohibitory duties. 

ch he Mr. Attorney General obſerved it would be proper that the 
nd the petitionets ſhould be named, a body ſtiling themſelves the Coun- 
vered cil or Chamber of Commerce; aller a ſhort converſation the 


petition was referred to the committee. 

Mr. Hartley alſo preſented a petition from the Broad Cloth 
working Manufacturers. Referred to a committee of trade. 
duſe of > | 
„r theit 


oration] 


Mr. Cuffe, after an eulogium on the late Sir William Oſborne, 
which he concluded by ſaying, „ We ſhall not look upon his 
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like again,” moved, that the Speaker do iſſue his writ for elect 
ing a member in his 'room.—Ordered. | 


Mr. Fitzgerald preſented a petition from Robert Collelo, of 
Clane, in. the county of Meath, praying aid for his Cotton 
ManufaQtory.—Alſo moved, that the proper officer lay before 
the Houſe, an account of the progreſs of the tax on all ſalaries, 
employments, fees, and penſions paid for ten years paſt, by per- 
fons who have not reſided ſix months at any one time in the 
kingdom; diſtinguiſhing the perſons by whom faid tax has been 


paid; and the profits of their employments, as certified by the 
oaths of the receivers. 


Mr. Clements moved, that the proper officers furniſh an account 
of the different ſums of 8084/. 135. and 80321. paid by him to 
the public coal yards. | * 


Mr. Taler preſented a petition from the Hon. John James 
Maxwell, of the county Cavan, complaining of an undue election. 

Mr. Montgomery entering warmly into a defence of his con- 
duct during the election, and reprobating the interference of Lord 
Farnham, was called to order; and after ſome altercation 
ſilenced. | - 

Mr. Mon/gemery propoſed a reſolution—That when a com- 
\ mittee appointed to try the merits of a petition, ſhall declare 
it to be frivolous and vexatious, this Houſe will pats a-ſevere 
cenſure on the petitioners, —Carried nem con. 

Sir Edeuard Newenham preſented a petition from Thomas Holland 


. 


and. William Plym, for themfelves and others, complaining of an 


undue election for the borough of Kilmallock; and another from 

the provoſt and inhabitants of ſaid borough 3 both of which 
were-ordered to be heard the 4th of November, next. 

The Proryft preſented a petition of Henry and James Sadlier, 

of the city of Cork, Cotton Manufacturers, praying aid to pro- 

mote and extend the ſaid manufaQure,—Referred to the 

__ conſideration of a committee. | | 

le delivered to the Houſe two certificates in ſupport of the ſaid 

petitions, which were referred to the ſaid committee, 

The Hon. Fobn Stratford moved, that the proper officer do 
lay before the Houſe the number of the perſons who have be- 

come bankrupts from the year 1777 to the preſent day, with 


the amount of the ſum for which each bankrupt failed, and 


how much in the pound each bankrupt paid to his creditors, 
diſtinguiſhing thoſe who have obtained certificates, —Ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. Buſbe preſented a petition from Mr. Elliſon, maſter of 
Kilkenny ſchool, praying aid to enlarge the ſame. —Referred: to 
a Committee, | 
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On this petition Mr. Buſbe obſerved, hat nothing would more 
powerfully operate againſt gentlemen becoming abſentees, than 
making education convenient at home; that beſide the vaſt ſums 
ſent away to ſupport pupils abroad, which might thereby be 
ſaved, it had a further effect, for in looking over the great and 
reſpectable liſt of noblemen and gentlemen educatcd at Kilkenny, 
he could find very few who afterwards became abſentees z on the 
contrary, in looking over the abſentee liſt, he found that very 
few who compole it had ,been educated in Ireland; this he 
thought aroſe from the affection men obtain for the place in which 
they {ſpend their earlier and happier days, and where they form 
their firſt friendſhips and connections. 

Mr. Bujhe was ſupported by the Preva, who ſaid, that he 
had long ſeen the necetlity of two or more great public ſchools, 
ſimilar to Weſtminſter and Lton, being eſtabliſhed in this king- 
dom. That in the North, a Right Rev. Prelate had already taken 
much pains to eftabliſh one; and, in the South, Kilkenny, from 
a number of circumſtances, (beſide the merit of Doctor Elliſon, 
who he thought peculjarly entitled to protection) was the proper 
place for another; the expence of education in England, he ſaid, 
was enormous; to his knowledge, it coſt Soo per ann. for ſe- 
veral years, to ſupport and educate three young gentlemen at 
Eton. He then ſlightly glanced over a ſcheme he intended to 
propoſe, for eſtabliſhing great ſchools in Ireland, and ſaid at a 
convenient day he would bring it before the Houſe. 

Mr. Ponſonby preſented a petition from Kichard Talbot, of Mala- 
hide, in the county of Dublin, ſetting forth that petitioner has at 
very great expence brougl:t over from England a compleat ſet of 
machinery for perpetual tpinning, (the firſt that ever was import» 
ed into this kingdom) with proper people from thence to attend the 
lame, which will be of great advantage to this kingdom, by fur- 
niſhing both to cotton weavers and hoſiers that ſpecies of thread ſo 
neceflary to their manufactures, and ſubmitting the premiſes to 
the conſideration of the Houſe, | 

Referred to the conſideration of a committee. a 

Sir Henry Cavendi/h acquainted the Houſe that he would, after 
Chriſtmas, move the Houſe to reduce the intereſt of money to 
tive per cent. | 

Mr. Creſton moved that an account ſhould be laid before the 
Houte of the application of the money, / (eight thouſand pounds) 
granted for making the Shannon navigable from Limerick to Kil- 
laloe. This ſum had been granted on condition that a company 
ſhould ſubſcribe ten thoutand pounds, which was ſoon done, 
and two thouſand forthwith paid, which with the eight thouſand, 
they immediately gave to a Mr. Hercules Brown, who undertook 
to complete the work. This gentleman however had done little 
ot nothing, and the object of Mr. His was to compel him to 

| 4 
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full his engagement, as he had given good ſecurity, Mr. Cyoften 
lamented the wretched ſtate of the Shannon navigation in other 
parts—the banks fallen in—Jocks without gates, requiring fift 
men to drag a boat through them—the lock houſes, as acces, 
fary, fallen to decay, while whole families in Limerick were pe- 
riſhing for want of fuel, though ſome of the beft coal mines in the 
world” are on the Shannon. Ordered. 

The Recerder preſented a petition from the corporation of 
Dublin, praying aid for carrying on the ballaſt-office wall, and 
ſtating that though 2000/, had been voted for this purpoſe laſt 
ſeſſion, and made payable to the corporation, on their producing 
a clear account to the Lord Lieutenant and Council, and though 
petitioners had complied, and ſtated their account, yet from ſome 
cauſe, unknown to petitioners, they had not been able to obtain 
the ſaid 2000/, The Recorder moved to have it referred to a 
committee. | 

Mr. Beresford aroſe z not, he ſaid, to oppoſe the petition going 
to a committee, but to make ſome obſervations upon it. He ſaid 
the petitioners had ſtated the truth, but not the whole truth, for 
as to the grant of 20004. which they had dot received, they 
knew it was becauſe their account was deemed untatisfactory. 
He proved from the papers of the office, that all- aſſiſtance from 
the corporation revenues diminiſhed in exact proporticu as parlia- 
mentary bounty increaſed : and thought, as the improvement 
of the harbour of Dublin was a great national object, it ought to 
be taken out of the preſent hands and placed in others, who would 
manage it more to the public advantage. 

Mr. Fefter, in addition that Mir. Beresſord had advanced, 
faid, that the revenue of the ballaſt office for the laſt thirty years, 
had been gooo/. a year; yet in all that time they had expended 
but 4ooo!. of this revenue upon the improvement of the harbour. 

The Recorder alſo preſented a petition of the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Commons and Citizens of the City of Dublin, in com- 
mon council aſſembled, which was read, ſetting forth that the 
ornament and convenience of the Merchants-quay is rendered in- 
compleat by means of the houſes immediately connected with and 
_ adjoining the welt end of the ſaid quay, at the Old Bridge, and 
alſo at the eaſt end thereof, near Ormond Bridge, and praying 
aid for removing the ſame. 

Mr. Latouche objected to the petition, as a tax upon coals had 
deen granted for beautifying the city at large, and that in time it 
would of courſe reach the quays. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, that the widening Dame-ſtreet would run a- 
way with the produce of that tax for a conſiderable time; and 
that for a trifliug ſum it would be a ſhame to leave the quay unfi- 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER I, 1783. 


The Houſe in committee, on the ſtate of the manufaQures and 
trade of Ireland, Sir Henry Cavendiſh in te chair, Mr. Hone and 
Mr. Eatin examined; after which the committee adjourned until 
Monday next. | 

The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported that he had, purſuant to 
order, communicated, by letter, to George Earl Temple, the 
reſolution of this Houſe of the 15th of October, 1783, to which 
his Lordſhip was pleaſed, by letter, to retura the anſwer fol- 
lowing : | 


«SIR, Stowe, Ockober 23d, 1783. 


*© am honoured with your letter of the 16th, incloſing the reſo- 
lution of the Houſe of Commons of the 15th inſtant. 

e muſt requeſt you to convey to the Houſe my fincere and grate- 
ful acknowledgments for this diſtinguiſhed mark of their goodneſs 
to me; my feelings of honeſt ambition are amply gratifed by the 
approbation of his Majeſty and of the kingdom whole intereſts he 
was pleated to commit to my care; and the only return which I 
can make for the flattering teftimony which you have tranſmitted, 
is the aſſutance of my unremitting attention to the intereſts of 
Ireland, which muſt be ever dear to me, and my fervent wiſh for 
the continuance of the dignity and authority of your honourable 
Houſe, | X 

Permit me to add my fulleſt ſenſe of the very favourable expteſ- 


ſions in your letter, and to allure you of the high reſpe& and re- 
gard with which 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your very obedient humble Servant, 
NUGENT TEMPLE.” 
& Right Honourable the Speaker of the 
Heuſe of Commons of Ireland.” 


Some papers were delivered at the bar, concerning the barrack 
board accounts, which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. George Montgomery moved, that an order be given to print 
8 all petitions on conteſted elections at the charge of the 

ouſe. 

Mr. Toler, Mr. Flaad, Mr. Monk Maſon, and Sir Henry Caven- 
diſh oppoſed this motion, on the ſcore of its creating an uſeleſs 
expence, and being without precedent, On the queſtion being 
put, a diviſion enſued, when there appeared for the motion, 

Ayes 30 
Noes 38 
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Sir Jobn Parnel preſented the petition of Sir A. Brooke, com- 
plaining of an undue election for the county Fermanagh, 

Referred to the 5th of November next. 

Mr. Crofton preſented a petition from William Irwine, Eſq; 
alſo complaining of an undue election for the ſame county; ta 
which was added a petition from the freeholders of the ſame, 

Referred ta the 5th of November next. 

Mr. Hatton moved, that the conſideration of the petition com- 
plainin of an undue election for Baltimore, be poſtponed to a 
further day. | | 

Referred to the 25th of November next. 

The Hon. Denis Browne moved, that the proper officer be or- 
dered to lay before the Houſe, an account of the ſeveral ſums paid 
by the different colleQors out of the 100, oool. granted for railing 
the 20,000 men voted on the 27th of May, 1782, to man the 
Britiſh fleet, with the agents receipts for the ſame. 

Mr. Gardiner preſented the petition of Joſeph Smith, cotton ma- 
nufaQurer, at Balbriggen, praying aid, in order to ſupport the 
works carrying on at that place. Mr. Gardiner declared that he 
had, with ſeveral other gentlemen, viſited thoſe works, which 
were of ſuch magnitude as to employ 1200 perfons: daily, of 
which number fix hundred were children, This, he faid, was 
the true mode of promoting induſtry in early life, practiſed, indeed, 
in foreign countries, but little known here, Added to this, he 
ſaid, that Mr. Smith would give ſecunty for the repayment of any 
ſum the Houſe would think proper to vote for this purpole. 

Referred to a committee. — : 

Mr. Gardiner likewiſe preſented à petition from the working 
worſted weavers, which was alſo referred to a committee. 

The Hon. Richard Hely Hutchinſon preſented à petition from 
certain freeholders and freemen of the city of Cork, complaining 
of an undue election for that city, and containing allegations which 
made Mr. R. Longfield riſe, and declare, that the petition was 
againſt him, and the allegations were totally falſe. 

Here he was interrupted by the Speaker, who ſaid it was con- 
trary to order that he ſhould proceed; and Mr, Longfiel4 attempt- 
ing to explain, Sit H. Langriſbe inſiſted on the point of order, —Mr. 
Hutchinſon alſo attempting to explain, was filenced by the ſame 
rule. | 
The Prow2/t put an end to the matter, by obſerving that a peti- 
tion had been lodged againſt him, with, he ſuppoſed, as heavy 
charges, but he heard it read without feeling any emotion, or 
giving it any interruption, until it ſhould appear before the com- 
mittee, who, in his mind, were the proper jury to give it a 
trial. He could not, at the ſame time, help obſerving, that 
when the order of the Houſe was tranſgreſſed. and unparliamen- 
tary language uſed,” which might occation a difference, that gen- 
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tlemen would prevent a member from giving an explanation. 
Here Mr. Lengficld declared he did not, in mentioning the un- 
truth of the petition, allude to the Hon. Member who preſented 
it; and Mr. Hutchinſon declared he was ſatisfied. 

The Prow9ft declared, he wiſhed to ſee the gentlemen live on 
the moſt friendly terms, and he was, in regard tb himſelf, of the 
{ame diſpoſition, though local occaſions might | ſometimes make 
them differ in opinion. 5 

Referred to the committee on the Cork election. 


Mr. Beresford ſaid, that as he was returned for two places, he 
prayed leave to make his choice for the county of Waterford, 
Leave granted. | 


Mr. Flazd. Sir, I wiſh to take the earlieſt opportunity of 
ſpeaking a few words to you, and addrefling a few to the Houſe, 
upon the ſituation in which I left this Houſe laſt Tueſday. You 
heard, Sir, and the public heard me; the ſubjeR, as I think, of 
an unwarkanted attack. I roſe to defend myſelf, I am ſure with 
temper. I am not lightly moved; and I think I ſhould be lightly 
moved, indeed, if I could have been moved by that. I was, 
however, interrupted, though I did not bring any fictitious ſub- 
ject before you, or ſet out without the leaſt appearance of any ar- 

ument. in conſequence of this interruption, ' Sir, I left the 
— but ſoon after, I underſtand, that the Houſe thought pro- 
per to ſay, they would give me liberty to proceed, and I with to 
take the earlieſt opportunity of returning them my thanks for that 
permiſſion. At the ſame time, Sir, that I return my thanks for 
that permiſſion, Thope they will ſuffer me to render it not an 
empty indulgence, but, upon the preſent occaſion, to take up 
the ſubject where I left it the laſt night.--[Mr. Toler roſe to order 
but Mr, Flood proceeded]---I hope gentlemen will not interrupt 
me: when they find me going out of order—when they hear me 
drawing fictitious characters, let them ſtop me hen I ſay any 
thing unparliamentary when I recall the aſperity of that day, 
which, whilſt I deſpiſe, I muſt diſapprove. I rife in defence of 
what I think, an injured character, As I haveendeavoured to de- 
fend the rights of this country for twenty-four years, I hope they 
will permit me to defend my reputation. My life, Sir, has been 
divided into three parts, and it has been diſpatched by three epi- 
thets : one part, Sir, that which preceded Lord Harcourt's admi- 
niſtrationz another which paſſed between Lord Harcourt's and 
Lord Carliſle's; and the third, which is ſubſequent. The firſt 
has a ſummary juſtice, or injuſtice done to it, by being ſaid te 
be intemperate; the ſecond is treated in like manner, by being 
ſaid to be venal; and the conduct of the third is ſaid to be that of 
an incendiary.— 

Mr. O'Hara, to order; it is againſt order to ſpeak 
of what paſſed on a former day, not that any thing the Hon, 
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Gentleman has ſaid now, is improper, but that the order of the 
Houſe forbids a reference to tlie debates of a former day. 
Mr. Flzed. Itake this matter up, upon the ground of an 3 
cebate; it is in that light it comes within order. I have a Tight 
to begin where | was interrupted; but, Sir, there are ſome caſes 
of fo particular a nature, that a ſtrict adherence to a general or- 
der would be the height of injuſtice. In the attack made upon 
my perſon, I went back, not only to the arguments of two or 
three days before, but to the conduct of twenty years antecedent 
— therefore, Sir, I hope, that if animadverſions of twenty years 
are allowed to one, I may have an opportunity of referring to ar- 
ments uſed three days ago: With reſpect to that 151 of my 
ife, which is diſpatched by the word intemperate, I beg gentle- 
men would conſider the hard ſituation of public characters, if 
that is to be their treatment; that period takes in a number of 
years, not leſs than ſixteen, in which there were five adminiſtra- 
tions, and in which the public were pleaſcd to give me their ſen- 
tence of approbation. Sir, it includes, forl with to ſpeak to 
faQs, not to take it up upon epithets, it includes the Duke of 
Bedford's, Lord Halifax's, the Duke of Northumberland's, Lord 
Hertford's, and Lord Townſhend's. p 
Now, Sir, as to the fact of intemperance, I will ſtate to you 
how that ſtands, and let the gentleman ſee how a plain tale ſhall 
put him down. Of thoſe five adminiſtrations, there were three 
to which | was fo far from giving an intemperate oppoſition, that 
I could not be faid, in any ſenſe of the word, to oppoſe them at 
all; I mean the three firſt. I certainly voted againſt the Secretary 
of the day, but oftener voted with him. In Lord Hertford's ad- 
miniſtration, I had attained to a certain View and decided opinion 
of what was fit, in my mind, to be done for this country, | had 
fixed upon three great objects of public utility. I endeavoured 
to attain them, with that ſpirit and energy with which it is my 
charaCt:r and nature to ſpeak and to act; as I muſt take the diſad- 
vantages of my nature, I will take the advantages of it too. 
Theſe three great objects were reſiſted by that adminiſtration : 
What was the conſequence? A conflict aroſe between that admi- 
nitration and me; but that conflict ought not to be called oppoſi- 
tion on my part; no, it ought rather to be called oppoſition on 
+ theirs; | was the propounder, and they reſiſted my propoſitions. 
This may be called a conflict, not an oppoſition to that adminiſ- 
tration. What were thoſe three objects? One was to prave that 
the conſtitution of parliament in this kingdom, did itill exiſt 
that it had not been taken away by the law of Poyning's, but 
that it was an infamous perverſion of that ſtatute, by which the 
conſtitution had ſuffered : The other was the eſtabliſhment of 2 
conſtitutional military force, in ſuperaddition to that of a ſtand- 
ing army.—The only idea that ever occurred to England, or any 
tree country of Europe, I adopted, namely, that of a conſtitu- 
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tional militia. At that time the idea of a Volunteer force had not 
ariſen, therefore, I adopted the idea which at that time appeared 
to be the beft.—The third great object I took up as neceſſary for 
this country, was a law for limiting the duration of parliaments ; 
theſe were three great, ſalutary, and noble objects, worthy of the 
enlarged mind of an enlarged country. I purſued them with ar- 
dour, I do not deny it; but I did not purſue them with intempe- 
rance.—l am fure I did not appear to the public to do ſo; they 
gave my exertions many flattering teſtimonies of their approba- 
tion.— There is another proof that I was not intemperate; I was 
ſucceſsful, intemperance and miſcagriage are apt to go together, 
but temperance and ſucceſs are aſſociated by nature.—This is my 
lain hiſtory with regard to that period. The clumſineſs or viru- 
—— of invective may require to be ſheathed in à brilliancy of 
diction, but plain truth and plain ſenſe are beſt delivered in plain 
terms. I now come to that period, in which Lord Harcourt go- 
verned, and which is ſtigmatized by the word venal. I fay, Lord 
Harcourt's, for in my conſideration of his adminiftration, I will 
include that of Lord Townſhend. If every man who accepts an 
office is venal, and an apoſtate, I certainly cannot acquit myſelf 
of the charge, nor is it neceſſary I ſhould have ſo many aſſoci- 
ates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in what multitudes 
would defend. I am ſenſihle multitudes and majorities would not 
be wanting to defend that. But, I fay, eicher it is a crime, or 
it is not if it be a crime univerſally, let it be univerſally aſ- 
cribed. But, Sir, I ſay, it is not fair, that one ſet of men 
ſhould be treated by that Hon, Member as great friends and lovers 
of their country, notwithſtanding they are in office; and another 
man, becauſe he was in office, ſhould be wg as an enemy and 
an apoltate—but what is the truth, Every thing of this ſort de- 
pends upon the principles on which office 1s taken, and on which 
it is retained—with regard to me, let no man imagine I am preach- 
ing up a doctrine for my own convenience; there is not a man lets 
concerned in the propagation of it. I have no treaty with the 
9 Hon. Gentleman on the floor, nor ſhall 1 have any, 
ow, Sir, I ſhall beg leave ſhortly to ſtate the manner in which 
] accepted that office, which I give you my word I never will 
reſume. It was offered to me in the moſt honourable manner, 
with an aſſurance not only of being a placeman for my own pro- 
ht, but a miniſter for the benefit of my country. My antwer was, 
that I thought, in a conſtitution, ſuch as ours, an intercourſe 
between the prince and the ſubject ought to be honourable, the 
being a miniſter ought to redound to a man's credit; but 1 la- 
mented that it often happened otherwiſe : men in office often gave 
up thoſe principles which they maintained before. I told them, 
therefore, that my objections were not to the going into office, 
but to following the examples which I had ſometimes ſeen before 
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me. I mentioned the public principles J held, I aid, if conſiſt- 
ently with thoſe principles, from an atom of which I would not 
depart, I could be of ſervice to his Majeſty's government, I was 
ready to be ſo; I ſpeak in the preſence of men who know what! 
ſay. After the office had come over, and landed in this kingdom, 
I ſent in writing to the chief governor, that I would not accept 
the office, unleſs upon that principle. 

Thus, Sir, I took office; the adminiſtration before I oppoſed 
only in part of it; in the firſt ſeſſion of Lord Townſhend I did not 
oppoſe z I never oppoſed Lord Townſhend till after his prorogati- 
on and proteſt. This appeared to me an infamous violation of 
the privileges of parliament. With regard to money-bills, and 
after that proteſt, by which he endeavofred to make the journals 
of the Houſe of Lords, inſtead of being the record of their privi- 
leges, the monument of their diſgrace, I oppoſed him; now what 
did I Oppoſe in that adminiſtration ?—The violation of the privi- 
lege ot is Houſe, with regard to money-bills, and the wanton 
augmentation of offices, by the diviſion of the board of commitli- 
oners into two parts. In Lord Harcourt's adminiſtrations what 
did I do? I had the two boards of commillioners reduced again 
into one. I do not ſay my ſingle voice effected this, bat as far as 
it had any efficacy, it inſiſted on having the twelve commiſſioners 
again reduced to ſeven, and the two boards to one, a ſaving, in- 
cluding the whole arrangement, of ves, thouſand pounds a 
year to the nation. It went further; it inſiſted to have every al- 
tered mone y- bill thrown out, and privy-council money-bills not 
defended by the crown. Thus, inſtead of giving ſanction to the 
meaſures I had oppoſed, my conduct was in fact to regiſter my 
principles in the records of the court, to make the privy-council 
a witneſs to the privileges of parliament, and to give final energy 
to the tenets with which I commenced my life. Oeconomy did 
not ſtop with the reduction of the commiſſionets boards. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman who has cenſured me, in order to 
depreciate that economy, ſaid, that we had ſwept with the fea- 
ther of economy, the pens and paper off your table—a pointed 
and a brilliant expreſſion is far from a juſt argument. This coun- 
try has no reaſon to be aſhamed of chat ſpecies of œcoOomy, when 
the great nation of Great Britain has been _ to deſcend to an 
cxconomy as minute, Neither, Sir, was this all, it is not my 
fault if infinitely more was not done for this country upon that 
occaſion z they were offered a ſaving, they did not chuſe to take 
ic—they were offered the abſentee-tax, and they refuſed it: I am 
not to Kees for that, it was a part of the ſaving propoſed. It 
adminiſtration were wrong on that occaſion, they were wrong 
with the prejudices of half a century, they were wrong with eve- 
ry great writer that had ever written upon the ſubject of Ireland; 
the) were wrong with ſome of the plaineſt principles, as it ſeems, 
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of human nature in their favour.— I will ſuppoſe the determinati- 
on not to accept it to have been nght, ſtill it was meritorious in 
adminiſtration to offer itz and to ſhew that I was not under any 
undue influence of office, I appeal to the memory of many men 
preſent—whether, when the diſpoſition of the Houſe was made 
to alter upon that ſubject, and when adminiſtration yielded, not 
unwillingly, to the violence of parliament; I appeal to the con- 
ſcious and public knowledge of many; whether I did veer and 
turn about with the Secretary, or whether I did not make a man- 
ly ſtand in favour of that principle; after having pledged myſelf, 
to the public, I would rather break with a million of adminiſtrati- 
ons than retraQ? ' - 
L not only adhered to it, but by a ſingular inſtante of exertion; 
I forced it a ſecond time under the conſideration of this Houſe.— 
That this benefit was loſt to this country, if it be a benefit; it was 
not my fault. One thing I muſt go back to; I had repeatedly 
preſſed the bill ſor limiting the duration of Parliaments. In Lord 
'Townſhend's time, I brought it in finally; and crowned it with 
ſucceſsz thus reſtored to the univerſal community cf Ireland, a 
right of which they had been robbed for near a century; namely, 
their firſt and fundamental franchiſe as eleQors; without which this 
Houſe is but a ſhadow. And thus after having reſtored that root 
of all their other rights in Lord Townſhend's adminiſtration, after 
having reſtored ceconomy and reduced twelve commiſſioners to ſe- 
ven in Lord Harcourt's, I went on to the other great meaſure which 
I have mentioned, the militia law z and when a Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Ogle) moved that queſtion, I engaged all the in- 
tereſt I could with government in behalf of it; I roſe up to ſecond 
his motion, and declared I would ſupport him and his militia bill 
to the laſt z accordingly I gave him the aſſiſtance of my poor la- 
bours, and it was carried j thus therefore; Sir; I ſay that in that 
adminiſtration in which I accepted office; inſtead of relinquiſhing 
my principles I preſerved them; Inſtead of getting a minority to 
vote for them, I brought the majority to give an efficient ſanction 
to their truth, by entering into office upon that occaſion and act- 
ing as I did; I acted the part of an honeſt miniſter between the 
prince and the people; in doing ſo I think I was more a patriot 
than if out of ofhce I had made empty declamations on empt 
ſubjects, without any advantage to the public. Moſt of thoſe who 
hear me ean recolle@ the ſtate of this kingdom at the cloſe of Lord 
Townſhend's adminiſtration I appeal to them all; and I aſk what 
was then my repute in the nation? Iwill not ſay it was the firſt, 
or the ſecond; or the third, but did it not ſtand in an honourable 
tank, and among the foremoſt rather than among the laſt ? In Lord 
Harcourt's government, the Vice Treaſuretthip was offered to me, 
accompanied with every declaration that could render it accepta- 
ble to an honourable mind. When that office was offered to me; 
— 7 
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was my ſituation that of a reprobated man? Did the adminiſtra- 
tion of England ſend over; an office uſually reſerved for the parli- 
ament of England, and offer it of their own. accord to a repro- 
bated man? I. take the facts of both countries to diſprove this ca- 
lumny. Is it ſince I have become a mark of obloquy ? I flatter 
myſelf not. Lord Buckinghamſhire's adminiſtration ſucceeded. — 
With regard to Lord Harcourt's adminiſtration, the objection is, 
I did- too much; the charge with regard to the other is, I did too 
little for it; thoſe two accuſations run a little in contrary direc- 
tion, and like a double poiſon, each may cure the operation of the 
other; but the fact is this, I ated not upon viſions and 1magi- 
nations, but on ſound common ſenſe, the beſt giſt of God to man; 
which then told me, and ſtill whiſpers that ſome adminiſtrations 
deſerye a more active ſupport than others; that ſome adminiſtra- 
tions deſerve little of either; 1 adapted my conduct to thoſe three 
conditions, I did not run headlong againſt government at one time, 
and with government at another, but adopted my conduct as | 
ought to do, to what I ſaw and what I felt. Did 1 Lord 
Harcourt? Why ?—Becaule he gave me an influence in his coun- 
cils. It is nonſenſe to ſay, a man is not to ſupport his own coun- 
Cils ; but the next adminittration took another direction, and they 
did not give me any influence on their councils, What was the 
conſequence? I did not give them ſupport: was there any thing 
more fair? I felt myſelf a man of too much ſituation to be a mere 
place-man. - If not a miniſter to ſerve my country, I would not be 
the tool of ſalary. What was the conſequence ? I voted with them 
in matters of importance when they were clearly right; I voted 
againſt them in matters of importance when they were clearly 
wrong; and in matters of ſmall moment I did not vote at all :— 
and why? I ſcorned, by voting for them in ſuch matters, to ſeem 
to pay court, To vote; againit them in ſuch matters would have 
been abſurd. What remained? Not to vote at all. If you call 
that abſconding, going behind the chair, or eſcaping into the cor- 
ridore, call it what you pleaſe, I fay it was right. Thi 
is my plain way of dealing; it is common ſenſe, I told Lord 
Buckinghamſt ite, 1 would not attend the cabinet councilh, of the 
ſage Mr. hcron, Was that duplicity? Ithink not. I did more; 
I tent my reſignation to England, to the ſame friend through 
whom the firſt communication was made to me on the, ſubject cf 
offfce; but, from the ideas of friendihip to me, he tcok time to 
conſider, and at length declined; to deliver my. reſignation. | 
havelaid ſomething to the middle period, | thall come to the third, 
viz. Lord /Carlifie's | adminiſtration, in which my conduct has 
been flandered as the conduct of an incendiary z when that idea 
took place in ſome minds | cannet tell, but this I am ſure of—that 
the kight Hon. Gentleman who cenſured me, was called an in- 
cendiary at that time, and ſo perhaps might I, but I am ſure the 
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Right Hon. Gentleman at that time, did not think me an incendi- 
ary more than himſelf. There was not a ſingle inſtance in which 
he did not co-operate; If Iam an incendiary, I ſhall gladly ac- 
cept, therefore, of the ſociety of that Right Hon. cor 9 
under the ſame appellation : But he laughed at the folly of the ac- 
cuſation at that time; and ſo do I now. If I was anincendiary, 
it was for moving what the parliaments of both kingdoms have 
fince given their ſanQtion to: If that is to be an incendiary, God 
ant I may continue fo ! In this adminiſtration it was that I was 
diſmiſſed from office; now, Sir, I do not know that, in general, 
my diſmiſſion from, office was thought any diſgrace tome: I do 
not think this Houſe or the nation thought me diſhonoured by that 
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TY diſmifſion: The firſt day I declared thoſe ſentiments for which I 
ra- was diſmiiſed I remember it well—] thought it for my honour ; 
bree ſome very honourable and worthy gentlemen, ſome ſince dead, 
mes and ſome (till alive, one of them whom I ſhall ever love and ſhall 
as | ever lament z one of them is dead ſince to every thing but his own 
Lord honour and the grateful memory of his country; one of them 
* who thought me ſo little of the character of an incendiary, that 
wal he croſſed the Houſe, together with others, to congratulate me 
on the honour of my conduR, and to embrace me in open parlia- 
$ 


ment. At that moment I think I ſtood clear to the imputation of 


thing being an incendiary. The character of an incendiary, therefore, 
mere ſeems to have been ſuperinduced upon me of a ſudden; it has 
ot be 232 out and germinated from that root of much evil, the 
them imple repeal: ſince that moment only, it ſeems that J have been 
voted going down in the opinion of the public; ſinèe that moment they 
learly have found ont my character and conduct deſerve all reprobation, 
_ and deferve the brand—of being an incendiary; and yet I can 
O ien 


hardly prevail upon myſelf to think that is the caſe, becauſe, 
d have ſince that moment, I have received more honourable teſtimonies 
pu call from every corner of the kingdom, than that Right Hon. Member 
e cot. has received in the ſame period. I ſhall return once more to the 
Th. ſentiments of that beloved character I have juſt deſcribed : He was 


d Lord a man; over whoſe life, or over whoſe grave, Envy never hovered; 
of * He was a man, withing ardently to ſerve his country himſelf, but 
more; 


not wiſhing to monopolize the ſervice, wiſhing to partake and to 
hroug communicate the glory of what paſſed: He gave me in his motion 
bjeCt 0! Bi for a free trade, a full participation of the honour; Upon ano- 
time ie ther occaſion hei. I remember the word; —they are traced with 
tion. I BW the penci/ of gratitude on my heart—He ſaid, That 1 was a 
xe third, WY man whom the moſt lucrative office in the land had never warped 
duct bes BY in point of integrity. The words were marked ; Lam fure 1 re- 
hat ide Bi peat them fairly they are words I ſhould be proud to have in- 
of- tha icribed upon my tomb. Conſider the man from whom they came: 
| an u Wi conſider the magnitude of the ſubject on which they were ſpoken 3 
ſure the eonſider the fituation of the perſons concerned; and it adds to, 
F 2 


F 
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and multiplies the honour. My noble friend, — I beg pardon, he 
did not live to beennobled by patent, but he was born ennobled by 
nature; his ſituation at that moment was this; He had found 
himſelf obliged to ſurrender office, and enter into active oppoſi- 
tion to that government from whom he had received it. . 
mained in office, though under the circumſtance of having ſent 
my teſignation, that he did not know ; in political poſition there. 
fore we were contradiſtinguiſhed to each other: He did not know, 
while he was doing juſtice to me, but that he might be doing poli- 
- tical detriment to himſelf; he did not know but he might ſerve the 
adminiſtration he oppoſed ; but, careleſs of any thing excepth 
Juſtice and honour, he gave the ſentiments of his heart—and he 
approved, I have mentioned, Sir, that ſhort period, during 
which the charaQter of an incendiary, if at all applicable to me, i 
muſt have come upon me in the night, like an enemy, and have 
taken me unawares z I cannot think the opinion of the public ſo 
transformed, when I ſee every corner of the country exprefling 
their 2 of my conduct, one after another; — great 
and reſpectable ſocieties of men, compared with ws Ga 
ments the obloquy of an individual finks into nothing. Even 
this very day, 1 have received from the united delegates of the 
province of Connaught, an approbation, with one voice, as ther 
_ expreſs it, of that conduct which has been ſlandered as the con- 
duct of an incendiary, Here is a con tion of men, not one 
of whom I have ever ſeen, to none of whom I have ever 
chance of doing a ſervice, who could have nothing in contempla- 
tion, but the doing an act of juſtice. Sir, I ma "Ay, 1 had the 
lame ſanction from another province, that of Ulſter. But it ſeems 
I went to Belfaſt in the character of an incendiary : I went to 
Dungannon in the character of an incendiary. Now I went to 
neither of thoſe places but by an invitation, and if a perſon invit 
ed be an incendiary, what mult thoſe be that give the invitation 
If Lam an incendiary, all Ulſter is an incendiary; if I am an in- 
. cendiary, all Connaught is an incendiary—with two province; 
therefore at r. and with the -parliament of England be- 
| hind me—in their having coincided honourably, and nobly in 
iat fentiment, which I tuſtained, I think Tam not much afraid 
of any ſingle and ſolitary accuſation. But I have not only the 
3 of both kingdoms, I have the judicial power in m) 
favour. If my doctrine was not right, Lord Mansheld's was not 
right; I aſk you was he wrong? It has been ſaid he was the 
enemy of both countries on that occaſion. But has the. accuſatr 
on been proved? Lord Mansfield has many political enemies: 
The adminiſtration at the time would have been glad to have 
proved him an enemy to both countries, yet was there a ma! 
1n the parliament 'of England, the greateſt enemy to that noble 
judge, who attempted to find fault with his conduct? After 
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he having mentioned the judicial power, let me come to a highly 
* reſpectable body, the corps of Lawyers in this country, who 
* after ſix months meditation by a committee choſen by ballot, gave 
FL their ſanction to that opinion, which is the opinion of an incendi- 
= ary if I deſerve that name. If Lord Mansfield be an incendiary, 
** if the parliament of England be an incendiary, if the Corps of 
= Lawyers are incendiaries, if the Ulſter Delegates are incendiaries, 
_ if the Connaught Delegates are incendiaries, and all the ſocie- 
* ties who have joined that opinion throughout the kingdom it 
the all of theſe be incendiaries, in the name of God let me be added 
en £2 che number, and let me be an incendiary too, But though I 
4 may be ſuch an incendiary, I will never be that which would de- 
"x8 ſerve the name; I will never by any hollow compoſition—lay 
WY the feeds of future difſenfion: I will go clearly and fully to the 
w work, I will be ſatisfied when ſatisfaction is given; my nature is as 
ug: rone to ſatisfaction, and as diſtant from chagrin as that of any man. 
fins appeal to thoſe who know me from my childhood, firſt at a pub- 
rel lic tchool, then at the univerſity of this kingdom, then at the 


univerſity of Oxford, and afterwards during twenty-four years, 
taking no N private part within the walls of this Houſe—l have 


F the ſpoken to facts. I do not mean to arraign: Any man may be miſ- 
cher! taken, and I wiſh to ſuppoſe any man to be really miſtaken rather 
— than to be ſointendedly. I would rather reconcile all men to 


the public, than make unneceſſary diviſions. But though I would 
JET 2 do every thing a man can do to prevent diſſenſion, I cannot be 


* expected to ſacrifice my character to unlimited obloquy. Sir, 
1 * one circumſtance I muſt mention as it is ſomewhat extraordinary: 
ow It has been ſaid by ſome authority on that ſide of the queſtion, 
ee, that I am the out- caſt of government, and of my prince; certainly 
wehe Sir, my diſmiſſion from office was attended with the extraordinar 
rats circumſtance of my diſmiſſion from council ; therefore I ſuppoſe 
ion: it is that the Right Hon. Member has called me the out-caſt of 
= 22 and of my prince. It certainly, Sir, was an extraor- 
rend dinary tranſaction, but it was done in the caſe of Mr. Pulteney, 

A be it was done in the caſe of the Duke of Devonſhire ; therefore I 


ſuppoſe it will not be a deciſive proof of my reprobated or facti- 
aid ous character in the perſon to whom it happened. It is the firſt 
time it has been mentioned to my difadvantage. It was in the 
Houſe of Lords of England mentioned to the diſadvantage of 
the miniſter who was ſuppoſed to have done it by a moſt reſpecta- 


yy ble charaQer ; it was thought not to my diſhonour here; it was 
Pers thought not to my diſhonour in the Houſe of Lords of ireland, 
emics: where I have lately received from a very eminent peer, the ſanc- 
* tion of ſentiments very different from theſe. In a word, it is but 
5 the ſentence of one tongue, and upon that tongue I leave it. 1 


t noble do nor however pretend to diſpute a miniſterial fact, which a 
Ale: Entleman in confidence alledges. He has been in the confidence 
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of the Duke of Portland, he is as much a miniſter as any man 
who is not in office. 5 1 
Thus moch, therefore, I muſt give to this miniſterial aſſertion, 
that I ſhall find it impoſſible for me, under ſuch an interdict, to 
ay my reſpects at his majeſty's caſtle of Dublin, which other- 
wiſe I ſhould be prompt to diſcharge. And I mention it, thus 
publicly, that my abſence may not be interpreted into any want 
of the moſt perfect duty and loyalty to my prince, or of the great- 
eſt _ to the nobleman who prefides there. I am not a man 
fo to court proſetiptior; I will not ſeek diſgrace, let it re- 
main in its den, I will not revoke it. Sit, I have treſpaſſed too 
long, and I am oppreſſed with the weight and multitude of thanks 
which I owe you and the Houſe ; I have troubled you too long 
upon a private ſubject, but, with your permiſſion, I will endea- 
vour to make amends the next day, by bringing before you a ſub- 
ject of more importance, the cxconomy of the nation; | beg par- 
don for what I have ſaid, I have promiſed too much, I am in your 
judgment whether 1 ſhall do it. You have heard what has paſſed 
upon my ſubjec; 1 appeal to you, if I am that character that has 
been drawn y if Lam that character in any degree, I do not depre- 
cate your juſtice; but I call for it; and exhort you, for your- 
ſelves and your country, to get rid of a member who would be un- 
worthy to fit among you. * 
Sir Edward Newenbam and Mr. Grattan both aroſe at the ſame 
time z but the Houſe calling er the firſt gentleman, he proceeded 
and ſaid, that he *trembled for the honour and dignity of parlia- 
ment, if either of the gentlemen were ſuffered to proceed further; 
that an accuſation had been made, and a defence was heard ; nei- 
ther of the gentlemen could defire more; and he hoped the Houſe 
would be unanimous in ſupporting his queſtion of adjournment ; 
that their country called upon choſe two gentlemen to exert theit 
great and eminent abilities in ſupport of thoſe important meafures 
which were ſoon to come before them, and not throw away their 
time, or miſapply thoſe abilities in perſonal altercations, | 
The whole Houſe ſeemed to approve of what Sir Edward New- 
exham ſaid ; and the queſtion of adjournment was carried. 


Moxpay, NoVIUIEI z. 

The Speaker took the chair earlier than uſual. After three 
members were ſworn inn BHT 
The order of the day, appointing the trial of the petition of 

ohn William Foſter, and Richard Dawfon, Efqrs. againſt Lord 
ocelyn, for an undue election in the borough of Dundalk, was 


read ; when the Speaker proceeded in the accuſtomed form (after 
| the Houſe had been called over) to draw from glaſſes thirty names, 


| \ 


| 
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out of which the parties might chuſe fifteen, purſuant to Mr. Fitz 
gibbau's amendment of the Grenvilla act, as a committee for the 
trial, When the names were drawn, and delivered to the ref- 
pective agents, they withdrew, and ſhortly after returned and pre- 
ſented the following names: 


Sir Barry Denny, Bart. Right Hon. J. Hely Hutchinſon, 
Mr. Cope, Right Hon. J. Cuffe, 

Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bt. 1 Parker Buſhe, Eſq. 

J. Staples, Eſq. I Ifaac Corry, Eſq. 

Right Hon. George Ogle, Major Vowell, 

J. Stewart, Eſq. Robert Sandford, ' Eſq. 

Edward Crofton, Eſq. Counſcllor Rowley, 


J. Uniacke, Efq. 


who were accotdingly ſworn at the table, 


While the parties concerned were nominating their committee, 
Mr. Alexander Engliſb obſerved to the Houſe, that the petition 
l preſented againſt him, for an undue election for the borough of 
1 Enniſcorthy, and upon which an order had been made for its trial 
p on Wedneſday next, was not an authentic paper, as not one of 
, the names ſigned thereto was written by the perſons themſelves. 
4 He was anſwered by 7 
7 Mr. Fitzgibbon, who ſaid, the Honourable Gentleman's ob- 
jection had no weight, unleſs he could prove that thoſe names 


ie were ſigned without the knowledge or concurrence of the perſons; 
d and that the contrary could be proved, and the petition authen- 
* ticated by the teſtimony of one of the petitioners, whoſe avowal a- 
bone was ſufficient for the purpoſe. | 


Accordingly, Mr. Grogan, a burgeſs of Enniſcorthy, was 
ſe brought to the bar, and the petition being read to him by the 
t Clerk, depoſed, that his name thereto ſigned was by his order, af, 
eit ter having been tranſmitted a copy of the petition; and he avow- 
es ed the petition. . 
ell The Speaker declared it therefore as his opinion, that the petiti- 

| on being avowed by one of the petitioners, the order of the day 
We for trying it on Wedneſday muſt ſtand, 


Mr. Flood ſaid, Notwithſtanding the late hour, and the ſuffo- 
cation with which we are at prefent threatened in this Houſe, and 
which will, 1 traſt in future be prevented by ſome contrivance to 
admit the freſh air without danger of cold, I cannot avoid offer- 


rec ng to your conſideration, a plan which will introduce a ſyſtem 
| of economy into the ſtate, and thereby enable this country to 
1 of avoid that abyſs of poverty and wretchedneſs, with which throu 
ord the miſmanagement of the miniſter, and corruption of his ſatellites 
was we are now threatened.— A military reduction I conſider as af- 
ſter fording the only ſolid ground för economy, To reduce the civil 


nes, liſt would be frivolous - pitiful undeſerving the name of œcono- 
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my; and therefore ought to bring contempt on ſuch as would ven- 
ture to reſt ſolely there—not that I think the civil liſt ought to eſ- 
cape the pruning hand of this Houſe, for every little will help 
hut ſo materially do our preſent expenditures exceed our income, 
that the whole civil lit being ſtruck off, would by no means 
equal them: — to begin with it therefore is ridiculous—that this is 
the proper time for entering on bh diſcuſſion no man can deny 
—if we wait till the committee of ſupply fit, we {ball be told tis 
too late—ſo rapid and conſtant too has our b f. 5008 been, 


that no time ſhould be loſt in interpoſing on behalf of our coun- 


try. In the year 1755 you were not in debt—in the beginning of 
the late war you were not in debt—At the concluſion of the war 
you owed but 50c,cco!. yet in the time of peace you quadruple 
that debt, notwithſtanding the people and manufactures were bur- 


- thened with new and and exceſſi ve taxation,—Your revenue has 


encreaſed, and your debts have kept pace with it. ſince the aug- 
mentation was voted, this has been regularly the courſe of things 


| —let' the vittue then of 1783, corteQ the abuſes of 1 5 — 


cauſes of which then originated in the breach of the miniſter of the 
day—a man as able as he was crafty—a man who wanting na- 
rural ſubſtituted pecuniary influence, who unconn« cted in this 
country had great connections to oppoſe—thus ſituated; he at 


firſt carried his ideas ſo far that he applied for an augmentation 


of 20, ooo men but this was ſo truly laughable, that it was ſcout- 


ed at—this unreaſonable plan was reduced to 15,000 men—but 


foreſeeing that it would not be eaſy to carry even this point at 
one ſtroke, he artfully introduced a reſolution, that 12,000 men 
were neceſſary for the defence of this country, knowing that we 
dare not meddle with the 43500 which we kad always paid for 
England thus did we become dupes to his ambition—and we 


were ſaddled with an army of ofticers—not privates—an army 


of expence—not of uſe—an army of the miniſter—not of the 


people, 2 


_ * I know arguments will be found to prove that all this was ex- 


jent, that the great numbet of officers and regiments are 
neceſſary ; but 1 ſhall only aſk, would the king of Pruſſia (and 
though 1 highly honour and reſpect the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman who commands our army, it is no diſgrace to ſet him the 
King of Pruſſia for an example) act ſo? No. I ſay, the King ef 
Pruflia, who is on all hands allowed} to underſtand military mat- 
ters as well as "we individual now alive, differs widely from us in 
the regulation of his army; in it the proportion of privates to off- 
cers is not as ours is, nearly double to what it is in our army. 
Nowe know that he has not one-fourth our number of officers 
in proportion to his troops. Some regulation to this effe& might 
alſo afford ground for conſiderable retrenchment, and for one ſuch 
regulation it ſhould meet my ſupport, merely in compliment ie 
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the opinion of that great manz and his opinion we may eaſily. 


collect from his practice, Now if the preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of 
our finances be traced to this ſource z if a faulty military eſtabliſh- 
ment, encreaſed by a more faulty augmentation, be the cauſe of 
our enormous debt, the time of peace is ſurely the proper time to 
apply a temedy; but that this buſineſs may not depend merely on 
what I fay, I = it in my power to apply to the records of the 
Houſe for corroborating teſtimony. In the year 1768, there was 
a committee (of the greateſt conſequence, if we conſider the men 
who compoſed it) to take this queſtion into conſideration z I ſhall 
call for their report, in which you will ſee the greatelt abuſes 
expoſed, you will ſee that our expences outran our revenues 
150,0001, per year before the augmentation, and that ſince that 
time we have encreaſed in extravagance 100,000/. more per an- 
num, making each ſeſſion 500,000). increaſe of our debt; as, 
therefore it is in this department our great expence lies, it is by 
retrenching this we can hope effeQually to ſerve the nation, to 
prevent her from bankruptcy and ſave her from ruin; and is there - 
any man who will ſay this ought not to be done, or that it is not 
a conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed ? : 
In the civil liſt, we may indeed make ſome trifling retrench- 
ments, but nothing that can eſſentially relieve the nation. Is there 
any man who will fay, that 12,000 men may not be maintained as 
heretofore? No, /nor will any man ſay that what we could fave 
by wg ior and retrenchment, ſhould be thrown away on a mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment, when it might be applied to other meaſures 
infinitely more beneficial to the nation. Mr. Fhod then moved, 
that the Clerk ſhould read the report of the committee appointed 
in 1768, to conſider the military eſtabliſhment of this kingdom and 
the expence thereof. | 

[The Clerk then read at the table the report of the committee 
in 1768; after which] ke 

The Attorney General ſaid that the committee of ſupply, which 
would fit on Thurſday, would be a more proper Plage er bring- 
ing on a buſineſs of the kind, as it might be there more fully and 
properly debated. W 
Mr. Flzzd ſaid, that the preſent was the moment proper that 
when there was no Iriſh mutiny bill, the committee of ſupply 
would have been the place ; but he brought it on thus early, and 
in full Hoyſe, that the miailters both here and in England might 
ſee the inability of the nation, and be prepared accordingly z af- 
ter which he intended an humble addreſs to his Majeſty, ſtating 
the report of 1768, and the increaſed diſability of the country to 
maintain ſo great an army in time of profound peace, and humbly 
Yraying his Majeſty to reſtore the due proportion between the te- 


. Tources and expences of the kingdom. He did not mean to ſpe- 


cify the minute articles of r orm, but in general words to lay, 
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that a retrenchment in the military eſtabliſhment is abſolutely ne- 
ceffary, ['The report of the committee in 1768, ſtating the bur- 
thenſome military eſtabliſhment as the cauſe of the great national 
mability and diſtreſs, was then read by the clerk, | whereupon 


Mr. Flood moved, That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented * 


to his Majeſty, ſtating the ſame, and that ſince an augmentation 
has taken place, additional burdens had been laid on, by which 
we have been prevented from making any effectual retrenchmeat, 
but have much increaſed the expence of the nation. 

Mr. Denis Browne.—1 entirely coincide in the motion of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, and if miniſters do not, I ſhall ex- 
— — ſee them abandoned by many gentlemen who are at preſent 
cated around them; and many on this ſide who are well diſpoſ- 
ed to ſupport them in every effort for the welfare of Ireland. — 
England now totters under an enormous debt; by frugality we 
may be enabled to affiſt her in the hour of diſtreſs ; but by reduc- 
ing our army we do not reduce our ſtrength, for, if g, ooo men 
were wanted for the common cauſe we could immediately have 
them. If government oppoſe this great ceconomical meaſure, it 
muſt appear to this Houſe that their intentions and declarations 
are widely different; and I have no doubt but many reſpectable 

tlemen, who I fee diſpoſed to concur with the preſent admini- 
ration, will abandon it. 

I therefore conjure miniſters, by every hope they entertain of 
Fnccels, and the members of this Houſe by every tie that binds 

them to their country, that they will eaſe the nation as much as 
may be, of the military expence. The country whoſe circulating 
caſh is but one million and an half cannot bear the eſtabliſhment; 
this is the favourable moment to reduce it, we want not an army 
to defeat us, neither do we want an army of obſervation, watch- 
ing a favourable moment to enſlave us. 

Attorney General.—Notwithſtanding all Ihave heard, I ſtill 
think this motion premature; we have not yet examined the nati- 
onal accounts, and I will be bold to ſay, that if by the moſt vi- 
gorous exertions any reduction can be made in any department, 
(and much I think may be done) it will be made; b 
number of troops, that number was fixed ſo long ago as the reign 
of King William the third, at a time which was indeed the be- 
ginning of a free conſtitution to England, but was the ra of fla- 
very to Ireland; that number continued down to ſixty- nine, 
when the augmentation took place, and it was then conditioned 
that 12, ooo men ſhould at all times be kept within the kingdom; 
nay, a verbal agreement was not thought ſufficient, but it was 
ſtipulated that his Majefty's royal aſſurance, that he would at all 
times keep that number within this kingdom, ſhould be inſerted 
in the act which authorized fuch augmentation, This was deem- 
ed a great conſtitutional advantage, and a great ſtateſman in Eng- 
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land, now no more, thought ſo deeply of it, that it was layins 
the prog ve under ſuch great reſtriction, with reſpe& to th 
diſpoſal Uthe army, that he was wont to call this Iaw—a fear 
ther plucked from the ay wing. In 1769, when the augmentati- 
on was mad e had before us the very report on which the 
Right Hon, Gentleman now lays fo much ſtreſs; it was a time cf 
profound peace, except as to the parliament of Britain, who 
were then attempting to wreſt the ſceptre of omnipetence from Provi- 
dence z who were preparing letters for America, and nvetting 
the chains of Ireland, It was then ſaid, and ſaid with truth, 
that we were raiſing men to cut the throats of our brethren in 
America; but now give me leave to ſhew the ſituation of this 
country, and then let any man ſay, that what might even have 
been right formerly, would be becoming the parliament of Ire- 
land now; for then every wind that brought wealth to England 
was the rude meſſenger of taxation; commerce lay ſtagnant in 
our ports, while miſery and defolation overſpread the land. 
Laws were made to ſtation ſhi ps of war upon our coaſts, to pre- 
vent us from enjoying thoſe benefits which God and nature had be- 
ſtowed upon the iſle, We were prohibited by a foreign law from 
ſelling the wool that grew in our own country, This diabolical 
act, which deprived us of our trial by the jurics of our own coun- 
tries, went Eber, and decreed that the ſubjects of Ireland 
though acquitted in their own country, might be carried by force 
to Britain, and there tried, condemned, and puniſhed, for any 
breach of that act, and that their acquittal in Ireland ſhould avail 
them nothing. Such was the ſtate of commerce, What was the 
ſtate of conſtitution? An almoſt total privation of the rights of 
men, bound by foreign laws, and obliged to apply to England in 
the dernier reſource our army governed by an En iſh law, and 
a foreign ſtate exerciſing the power of depriving of life and limb 
within this realm, ſoldiers maintained by us; but now Britain 
has learned wiſdom in affliction's ſchool, we are reſtored to the 
nghts of a free people, and Ireland takes her ſtation among the 
nations; our conſtitution is acknowledged, our commerce is un- 
reſtrainedꝰ we enjoy in common with Britain every benefit of 
trading to the Well-Indies, to Africa, and to her other ſettle- 
ments, which ſhe has purchaſed with her blood and treaſure, and 
which have not coſt us one ſhilling; we enjoy all this under the 
tote tion of the Engliſh navy, to which we contribute nothing, 
(for alas ! the navy of Ireland conſiſts but of fix revenue cruizers) 
and if we enjoy all this without expence, ſhall we grudge to ſup- 
port three thouſand men, (the number added by the augmentation ) 
* * ſafety of our mutual commerce? Is it generous? is ic 
Ju | bi 
In the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, we told England that we 
were determined to ſtand or fall with her, 4 bare ber conſlitution, 
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and tc ſbare her fatez and as a proof of our ſincerity, we voted 


100,000). and 20,000 men. e took fora little more than one 
day, the burthen from the ſhoulders of Atlas—for at that time 
England was under anexpence of 70,0001. each day. What has 
ſince happened to juſtify our now withdrawing our aſſiſtance? 
Nothing! On the contrary, the conduct of Britain has been ſuch 
as muſt unite us in the bands of friendſhip for ever. 

Mr. Molyneux. —1 think myſelf called upon to ſupport this 
motion, as I myſelf have made one of a ſimilar tendency; and I 
hope that my inexperience will not hurt the cauſe. I have heard 
with wonder, what has fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
whoſe fame has ſpread to every part of this kingdom. The per- 
petual theme of his declamation was heretofore retrenchment, equa- 
i2e your expences to your meant—cut down your eftabliſhments, were 
his words ; and now he comes forth the champion to maintain the 
military augmentation. I can forgive him for not uſing in his 
ſpeech any argument that could be uſed. He has indeed addreſſ- 
ed our paſſions, but whatever we feel for Great Britain, I hope 
we ſhall feel for Ireland alſo; and if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
feels thus, let him prove that his declarations were not mere 


words of courſe; let him by aſſiſting to retrench the military ex- 


pence, prove that they were the honeſt effuſions of his heart. 

But I will never allow that we are under ſuch great and mighty 
obligations to England. What is it we owe her? Isit the rights 
and privileges of men?—Theſe were obtained, not from her bene- 
volence, but through the vigorous exertions of this country—nor 
will I, while I can ſtand, allow that we are obliged for them to 
any thing but the glorious ſpirit of liberty which animates our 

ople. Are we indebted to England for trade? She gave us 

iberty to trade with her colonies when ſhe had loſt America, 
and to her ſettlements in Africa, when they were in the ſame ſitu- 
ation.—Ske pretended to give us a trade, when ſhe had not any 
to give. As "Og Weſt India trade, it is ruinous to this country. 
The London merchants have monopolized' that; and we loſe 


24,0001. a year trading to the Engliſh Weſt India iſlands, though 
we were foolith 3 to exclude ourſelves from trading to thoſe 
of other nations, as a grateful return of the favour beſtowed up- 
on us by England. As to a ſtanding army, 1 know of but two 
reaſons for ſupporting one, internal ſafety, or external ſecurity. 
Ireland never was in a more tranquil ſituation internally; and I 
have not heard of any enemies abroad.— Yet formerly when the 
white boys and hearts of ſteel were committing their depredations, 


or when a few ragged half ſtarved Frenchmen inſulted our coaſts, 


was it the army that aſſiſted us? No, it was the ſpirited exertions 
of our people; and if the army in the time of danger, could 
neither ſupport us at home or abroad, why thould we maintajn 


them now in time of profound ſecurity? When this iſland, in the 
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height of the moſt univerſal and ruinous war that ever Britain 
experienced, was left truſting to 5,000 men, when the laſt re- 
maining fleet was put upon the hazard, was it the army that gave 
us confidence and ſecurity ?—No, it was the virtuous exertions 
of our brave citizens; they defended their country without hire 
or payment—they have now a particular claim to reward ; and 
in this very line, they do demand it, they requeſt you will beſtow 
a favour on their country, by eaſing her of unneceffary expence. 
If miniſters mean fairly, they will agree to this reſolution, and 
by acting honeſtly, the Houſe may ſhew that there is no occaſion 
for parliamentary reform. | 

Sir Jobn Blaquiere ſpoke againſt the motion; he gave a hiſtory 
of the king of Pruſſia's regulations; but he admitted that a leſs 
number of officers were made to anſwer than in our army. 

Mr. Browne, of the College, ſaid that great confidence had been 
repoſed in the preſent adminiſtration, and much was expected 
from their economical diſpoſition, but nothing had been as yet 
effected by it. He therefore adjured them to let this motion 

s. | ö 
bei. Ogle ſaid, he oppoſed the motion, as being not only pre- 
mature, but unneceſſary. The reduction of the army, he ſaid, 
is at this conjuncture peculiarly improper z the tempeſt of war 
rages in the North between Ruſſia and the Porte, France is ex- 
pected to join, and England cannot ſtand neuter. 

He faid, I confeſs a gratitude to England—we have ſaid, we 
would ſtand or fall with her. Her debt is two hundred and thir- 
oy millions, and her credit ſinking; is it now a time for us to 

y we cannot ſupport ſo ſmall a portion of troops for the defence 
of the empire? 

Sir Hercules Langriſbe ſaid—if he had offered to the Houſe the 
addreſs which had been moved by his Honourable Friend —if 
three days before the Houſe of Commons were to enter into an 
enquiry, and make a deciſion on a ſubject which it was their 
boaſt to have recently reſtored, and their excluſive determinati- 
on; thatis to ſay, the number of men they think proper to vote 


for the enſuing year—if he were by ſuch an addrets to anticipate 


your judgment, to relinquiſh your privilege, and once more throw 
this power into the ocean of Nt art ſhould be fearful 
that his Honourable Friend would accuſe him with having forgot- 
ten thoſe principles of conſtitutional liberty, which in early years 
they had ſtudied together. Though the character and authority 
of the Honourable Gentleman, mutt protect him from ſuch a ſui- 
picion, yet the implication would lie ſtrongly againft the Houſe 
of Commons if they were to agree-to this . to the ob- 


Jet of this addreſs—** The reduction of your expences by the te- 
duCtion of your army,” I concur with thoſe gentlemen who have 
gone before me, in thinking the diſcuſſion unreaſonable until you 
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have examined your public accounts; from whence alone you can 
judge, by a compariſon of your expences and revenues, of the 
neceſſity or the means of public retrenchment.Orconomy is a 
doctrine eligible and applicable to every nation, and every time; 
to every ſtate, and every condition amongſt men. But that, like 
every thing elſe, is a relative term; and whilſt that is attended 
to, other great duties are not to be forgotten, - My Honourable 


| Friend, with a largenefs of mind that diſtinguiſhes all his efforts, 
| lays his hand at once on the army, as the fruitful ſource of re- 


trenchment. I admit it is ſo; but in making that a ſacrifice to ' 


ceconomy, we ſhould ſacrifice an higher duty—you would draw 
your accuſtomed aid from your filter country, at the very mo- 
ment in which {he is extending to you _ inſtance of juſtice 
and affetion—You would refuſe your uſual contribution to the 
emp're, at the very moment in which you have acquired a valua- 
ble intereſt in her prefervation. Beſide Etrenchment, other con- 
cerns mult fill our mind National character and national honour 
are not to be forgotten. | | 

When we aſked for commerce in 17579, the words of our ad- 
dreſs were theſe, ** We lament that the limited ſtate of our trade 
and commerce muſt, by namrowing our reſources, ſet bounds to our 
liberality.”—How can you reconcile this addrets to the other? 
How can you reconcile this language of acknowledgment, with 

that language of ſolicitation? The addreſſes would indeed be 
conformable to each other, if your firſt addteſs to his Majeſty had 
ſaid, Remove thoſe reſtrictions that oppreſs, and we will ſet 
bounds to our liberality—we will diminiſh our ſupplies—we will 
diſband our army open to us every ſource cf proſperity that Eng- 
land has acquired by the blood ct her inhabitants and the expen- 
diture of millions, and we will contribute leſs than ever to the 
common cauſe.— No! Theſe were not our ſentiments when we 
aſked—they will net be our ſentiments now we have ohtained our 
rights. He ſtated the hiſtory of the augmentation of 1769, and 
the motives that induced it—not merely for our own defence, but 
even then avowedly to make a contribution to the ſupport of the 
whole empire. Hie aſked what had happened fince to induce us 
to withdraw a contribution continued ſo many years ? 

He drew a parallel between the diſferent conditions of the 
times: We had not then a communication of commerce and con- 
ſtitution.—We were not then à people enjoying perfect liberty, 
and commencing unlimited commerce. I hough there were then 
bonds of connection between us, there were likewiſe cauſes of jea- 
louſy—We had not then ſo great an intereſt in the empire. 

He concluded with ſayiug, be would follow the tente of the 
parliament of 1769, ſtrengthened by a thouſand new incentives, 
in the idea of bearing this ſmall parc in ſupport of the whole em- 
pire; and that we never ſhould be credited in our aſſertions of 


+ 
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regard to the common cauſe, if under our preſent circumſtances, 
we were to retraCt a contribution we atforded in times and condi- 
tions ſo very diſſimilar. : | : 
Right Honourable Luke Gardiner ſaid, No man has a juſter 
ſenſe of gratitude than I, 15,000 men or double the number, | 
would afford Great Britain, if it was in our power ſo to do; but 
from the papers on your table, the alarming'truth appears, that 
your military eſtabliſhment alone exceeds your revenue. In 
the two laſt years you had not more than 5000 men, and yet 
what a prodigious exceeding do we find Since we could not af- 
ford 5009, muſt we load ourſelves with 15, ooo, though on the 
{ſmaller number our revenue falls ſhort of our expence 25, oool. 
If the caſe is otherwiſe, 1 am ſatisfied that we maintain the larger 
number, 

I wiſh well to Great Britain, but will not promiſe impoſſibili- 
ties. Mult we again go begging to England tor money to pay an 
army? In ſhort, let adminiſtration ſhew me any poſſible ſcheme 
of ſupporting ſuch an eſtabliſhment, and I ſhall gladly ac- 

uieſce. 
I The Right Honourable Henry Theophilus Clements. The mo- 
tion I conceive wholly premature, as we are verging on the com- 
mittee of ſupply, where ſuch a meaſure only ſhould be taken up. 

I acknowledge the keeping of ſo large a body of forces in the 
1 will be attended with additional expence, but then, 1 
am happy it is in my power to ſhew you that the revenues of this 
country will next year be adequate to the expenditure; for it 
appears from the accounts delivered in, that our revenue has en- 
creaſed in the laſt two years 314,000/. more than the two preced- 
ing ones. 

Ar, Greene went over the ſame ground as thoſe who had before 
ſpoken againſt the motion. 

The #rowft.— Whatever gentlemen may think on this occaſion, 
I am clearly of opinion, ſuch an addreſs as that propoſed, ve- 
ry unbecoming at this time. The reduction of our army could at 
no time be ſo umproper as now,—W hat ſhall we ſay to England? 
We refuſe you this day, when you have made us free, what we 
— you when you held us in fetters; nay, when they galled 
us moſt. . 

When the committee of accounts have made their report, then, 
if proper at any time, you may proceed on ſuch a meature. 

Right Honourable Luke Garamer.—When we granted 5900 to 
Great Britain, ſhe was in a manner at war with all Europe ; but 
2 what uſe is our keeping an army for her now t it is an empty 
ervice. | 

An Honourable Gentleman has mentioned, that our revenue has 
encreaſed 300,000/. but what ſignifies that encreaſe or double that 


lum, if our exceeding keep more than pace with it? we are ſtill as 
bad az ever, 
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Sir Henry Cavendiſh, —1 would aſk a queſtion of the Right Ho- 


- nourable Secretary: Are we at peace; or are we at war? Is there 


any account received of an armament preparing in France to lard 
in this kingdom, or in Great Britain ?—If not; we are then in 
peace. We hear, indeed; of retrenchments intended by govern- 
ment; but if the miniſter will not ſpecify them to us, I believe 
they intend none, | 
e Recorder. feel the peculiar delicacy of my ſituation, 2s 
the delegate of virtuous men, and as the repreſentative of the firſt 
city in the kingdom, where poſſibly, at times a ſtanding army hat 
afforded a theme of jealouſy ; but I think every member ought to 
deliver his ſentiments free and undiſguiſed. 
2 et tenacem propoſiti virum; 
on civium ardor, prava jubentium, 
Non vultus inſtantis tyranni 22 
Mente quatit ſolida. 5 
Oeconomy, I think, is indeed abſolutely neceſſary; and when 
it can be obtained by ffir and honourable means, it is a conſum- 
mation devoutly to be wiſhed, There was a time when I would 
not have wiſhed to maintain a fingle ſoldier, becauſe then his im- 
plicit obedience was paid to an Engliſh law, but now I profeſs 
myſelf a friend to the army; they are regulated by a law of Ire- 


land, and I muſt ſay, that my judicial ſituation has given me fre- 


quent opportunities of ſeeing in general, that body of men amena- 
ble to the laws. I have often remarked, that whenever the mili- 
tary are mentioned, the volunteers are contraſted to them. As to 


the volunteers of Ireland, I hold them in the | reſpe and 


reverence, and I am bold to fay, they never a more faithful 
friend than I am. A former parliament was incenſed at ſome im- 


| _— conduct, I undertook and happily accompliſhed a reconci- 
ation. 


I know the volunteers have ſhewn the higheſt merit in ob- 
taining the rights and conſtitution of their country, and I truſt 
they will always manifeſt equal merit in preſerving them but is 


the detail of garriſon duty and military ſervice to be for ever 


thrown upon the volunteers? Are their labours to be inceſſant, 
and agriculture, the loom, and the ſhuttle to remain negleQed ? 
No, let the volunteers have reſt, and return to their occupations z 
they have uſed their arms in their country's ſervice, and I have 


no doubt but they will keep them bright and in readineſs to ſup- 


rt the law and conſtitution of their country when attacked. 
e preſent army eſtabliſhment is not encreaſed, it is juſt the ſame 
as before the laſt war, and in juſtice, as well as gratitude, we 
cannot proceed to the immediate reduction of the army; beſides, 


the military ſhould be now retained as a poſſe comitatus, to aſſiſt and 


be ſubordinate to the civil magiſtrate in enforcing the due executi- 


7 


DEBATE S. 8: 
Mr. Buſbe ſaid, will you hear England exclaim, O you who 


have obtained a mutiny bill of your own, will you throw off the 
army you have taken out of our hands? Will you refuſe to defend 
the colonies we have given you the trade of? Will you refuſe your 
quota for the op ervice ? ; 

Mr. Corry ſaid he was decidedly for the addreſs. He aſked, 
would any gentleman ſay that peace is not a ſeaſon for military 
reduction, at a time when the ſituation of the country calls for 
ceconomy ? ntlemen had ſpoken of reduction in the civil eſta- 
bliſhment, and ſeemed to ſay by their arguments, exactly the 
reverſe of what in his opinion was fitting, mh he thought that at 
a time when the country was prefſed with the expence of a war, 
it was fit to attempt civil reduction, and that when the bleſſings 
of peace were — whe was the time to make reduction in the 
military. | 

Mr. Harthey.—Whenever it has been urged in argument againſt 
Ireland, that as the contributed nothing towards the ſupport of the 
Eritiſh navy, and therefore ſhe ought to participate in the trade 
of Britain, I have always anſwered, that though we do not maintain 
a navy, we ſupport an army in the. common cauſe, Was I to 
vote this night for a reduction of the army, I ſhould thereby vote 
againſt my opinion in favour of Ireland's right to trade to Britiſh 
colonies. The trade of this kingdom is to be protected by a 
Britiſh navy, and we 1n return, ought to ſupport our peace efta- 
bliſhment; beſides I expect that when the equalizing duties come 
on, miniſters will remember this vote, and not by deſtroying the 
effects of a free trade, prove that I was wrong to give it. 

Mr. Browne, of Trinity College, ſaid, he was no party-man, yet 
declared himſelf obliged a ſecond time at this early period of the 
ſeiſion, to oppoſe an adminiſtration, which was ſuch a determined 
foe to con my. An adminiitration which not only was about 
to reject the ſingle plan of retrenchment, which could be effectual, 
but had lately denied the neceſlit y of any retrenchment at all.— 
He proved that retrenchment was abſolutely neceſſary, by ſtating 
the formidable amount of the national debt, and ſhewed that as our 
expenditure exceeded our income by 200,000). per annum, the 
debt mult perpetually increaſe, as we mutt borrow that ſum eve- 
ry year. The example of England ſhewed the horrid conſequen- 
ces of an increaſing debt, and the preſent was the beſt time fog us 
to ſtifle the monſter in its very infancy. He aſked, why mint 
ſters, inftead of abuſing our common ſenſe, by aſking men to wait 
for committees of accounts, and committees of ſupply, to prove 
what every body knew, did not think of forming a ſinking fund? 
They could not do this, until they brought our expences below 
our income, and if they could do to, ſo as to ſave even the ſmall 
lum of 20,060/. per annum, even that in leſs than fifty years 
would pay oft the debt, if the —_— ſaved by the ſums paid off, 
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was perpetually applied to the diſcharge of the 3 part of 


the principal. 
e proceeded to ſhew that retrenchment could be had only in 
the army eſtabliſhment ; he declared himſelf an enemy to ſtand- 
ing armies ;z but if they muſt be, wiſhed at leaſt or a reduction. 
. But here he was very brief, as the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man who made the motion, he ſaid, had anticipated him, and 
though he might enjoy his path, he could not preſume to ap- 
roach it. 
Mr. Pelham ſaid Sir, I have been called upon by a Right Ho- 
nourable Baronet, and I feel it my duty to ſay a few words in 
reply : if this, Sir, was the firſt day cf the "thor I ſhould think 
myſelf culpable if I was not ready to debate the preſent queſtion ; 
but as 1t . the general opinion that it is now premature, I 
ſhall not enter minutely into it, particularly as it 2 been de- 
bated in a manner fo favourable and ſo honourable to admi- | 
niſtration z it is not my practice, nor that of the miniſters with 
whom I have the honour to act, to make mighty promiſes ; 
I rather hope by my actions to gain the approbation of 


this Houſe ; but when the proviſions for the future year come to | 
be made, and the army eſtabliſhment to be examined, I hope to 
ſhew that I have not been inattentive, and that ſucceſsful attempts ſ 
. | -have been made towards reducing much of the military expences, b 
8 and in laying the ſtate of the eſtabliſhments before the Houſe in 


a more ſatisfactory, clear, and explicit manner than ever had been 
done formerly. 


Mr. Parſons, Gentlemen will now ſee, ſince ſuch a meaſure as N 
the one before you is eluded, when a war is ſo improbable, that | 
they bave noun to expect, when for a contingent neceſſity in d 
England we negle& making ſo Urry © reduction. It was al- | 
ways in our power to reduce our civil eſtabliſhment, but it is now a 


only we can retrench our military, except we intend this kingdom = 
merely as a barrack to England. | 
Your debt, it is true, is now only two millions, but in twen- 
ty years more it will be ten millions, the very intereſt of which 
will be equal to your whole revenue. v1 
Our expences*muſt be reduced on a great ſcale, no little nib- ui 
bling of petty offices of ſtate can relieve our exhauſted finances. 
M. Doyle ſaid that he felt the addteſs to be at the preſent time by 
and i the preſent ſtate of the £ountry as ungrateful as it was un- 
neceſſary. 
Mr. 3 Flead.—I am concerned to riſe again at ſo late an for 
hour, but in my opinion, all that has been objeQted to my motion ty, 
is foreignto the argument. I am told it is too late, it is prema- . 
ture, it will not be too late on Wedneſday to bring jt forward. 
What, I pray you, has the committee of ſupply to do with a rg 
gueſtion of axconomy ? I do not mean to curtail or ſhorten your WWF A 
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ſupply, but want to render your means ſufficient for the ſupply. 
You have been told that it was an Engliſh parliament that fixed 
your eſtabliſhment at 12,000 men, and no more, that army in 
King William's reign was thought ſufficient, but a greater number 
might have endangered the liberties of England. 12,000 men 
were ſufficient to oppoſe King James, the lawful King of Ireland, 
who had not only a large party in the kingdom bound by their 
allegiance, but a much larger number, almoſt the whole kingdom 
on his ſide, from religious principles. A large army was then 
neceſſary, but not at this time, when you have taken the catho- 
lics to your arms, when you are all on one fide; and is it be- 
cauſe the occaſion of having 12,000 men has ceaſed, that you 
muſt have 15,000? Arguments founded on ſuch propoſitions are 
balderdaſh, unfit for a national aſſembly. This filly talk of gra- 
titude to England ; I have heard the ſame in this houſe when you 
were bending under her yoke. We hear every ſeſſions of miniſ- 
terial virtues.z curſe on ſuch virtues that undo the country! 

A gentleman ſays we chearfully made the augmentation; it 
paſſed by a majority, but have majorities been always in the right ? 

Shall we, if we have a real affection for England, exhauſt our- 
ſelves without occafion in ſuch a manner as to be unable to aſſiſt 
her when there is ? 

We are to have wars, and rumours of wars; one 
tells us the tempeſt of war rages at the north pole; the Crimea is 
in arms, and the Black Sea is hoſtile. England is not going to 
war; if it was the caſe, it muſt now be a maritime war, for ſhe 
has no American provinces to conquer; but the calamitous con- 
dition of Britain will prevent a war though ſhe defired it. 

We have heard from our late adminiſtrations of œconomy, but 
all we have ſeen of that cxconomy is the offices of an attorney 
and ſolicitor general to the Queen. 

'Theretrenchment of the military eſtabliſhment we are told is the 
laſt that muſt be effected, becauſe the wy one efficient. Every 
thing is too late or too early. We are told of the diftreſs of Eng- 
land, and we are plunging in the ſame ruin. If we fall into the 
diſtreſs we were ſome time ſince in, {hall we go to England for re- 
lief; where a miniſter amidſt the ruin of his country ſtands aghaſt, 
on 71 big? Shall we inherit ruin at home and reproach a- 

oad ? ; 

The Volunteers who have ſaved the land, ardently call on you 
for &conomy and reform; if therefore by a direliction of your du- 
ty, you ſtimulate them to innovations, blame yourſelves z do 
your duty, and they will be quiet. | 

The people ſtood at your back when you demanded your 
rights, now ſtand at theirs. You have a number of young men 


among you, and it may be expected the old leaven will not be fo 
prevalent, | 
G 2 


ntleman 
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Let me not hear precedents adduced from times when yon 
had no liberty, nor of a parliament trepanned into an augmenta- 
tion, Ha 

I ſballnow leave my motion among you; let facts, but not 
ſpeculation direct you, and you will find no other practicable re- 
trenchment. | 

Mr. Grattan.—lI rife, Sir, to ſpeak on this ſubject, which has 
been frequently before the Houſe already, The queſtion is, will 
you withdraw from the common cauſe, that quota of troops 
which hitherto you have maintained? Are the circumſtances cf 
the country ſuch as you think demand it, and if you are crazy 
enough to think jo, will his majeſty aſſent to that opinion ?— 
There never was a time when he could make reduction with a 
worſe grace, becauſe this country is now as eminently happy in 
trade, as Britain is the reverſe. | 

In 1769, England poſſeſſed, almoſt unrivalled, the trade of 
all the world —She poſſeſſed America, and owed one hundred 
and fifty millions leſs than ſhe owes t preſent. Ireland had no 
trade at all, and her conſtitution was denied; yet at that day it 
was thought wiſe to augment the army; and ſhall we reduce it now 
when we have obtained a free conflitution—a free trade—when 
we have obtained a judges bill—a limited mutiny bill—an habeas 
corpus bill—when every thing that we have demanded, has been 
conceded ? Shall we in that moment withdraw our quota of 
troops? Before ie obtained thoſe advantages, we ſaid to Britain, 
that provided we would acknowledge our conſtitutiona! and com- 
mercial rights, we would ſtand or fall with her. And when they 
have been acknowledged to the full ſatisfaction of every man, it 
is propoſed to withdraw the ſupport of our army. Suppoſe inſtead 
of ſaying we will ſtand or fall with Britain, we had ſaid, and 
hen thoſe things ſhall be done, (when our rights jball be ac- 
*© knowledged and eftabliſhed) we will then in return, withdraw 
** from you the ſupport of our army; - and yet in etfect, this is 
the propoſal at preſent made. I do not entirely agree in all that 
has been ſaid of gratitude; we owe no gratitude but for the plan- 
tation trade, but this we owe to England, and to our own honour, 
| that we ſbould not depart from an old covenant. The navy of Eng- 
land protects our trade, and we, as an equitalent, pay 70,0001. 
a year to maintain the troops deſtined to ſerve in the plantations. 
This is not a dear purchaſe for partaking that which has coſt Eng- 
land fo many millions. Has ſucceſs made us niggardly, and ſhall 
we become unkind to England, juſt at the moment ſhe has ſhewn 
kindneſs to us? We have indeed held out the language of mag- 
nanimity to England, and ſhall we fail in the performance ?—no, 
there are many other places to make retrenchment z we grant a 
penſion liſt of neck a year, yet complain of 70, oool. paid to 
an army—paid for the protection of the Britiſh navy, We may 
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indeed make very great reductions in the army extraordinaries. 


We may make great reductions in the revenue department, and in 
others. Thoſe reductions will, I truſt, far exceed the pay of 
our augmentation. "Theſe are retrenchments that ought to be 
made—but the number of our forces ought not to be diminiſhed. 
Mr. Cenoliy.— am againſt a reduction of the army. The 
augmentation was my child, and I hope to ſee it go on and proſper. 
The queſtion was then put, when there appeared, 
Ayes * WW 55 
oes — — 132 
Majority againſt the queſtion 74 
Tellers for the ayes, Mr..Mz/yneux and the Hon. Denis Browne, 
Tellers for the noes, Sir H. Langriſbe and Mr, C' Hara, 
Adjourned to Wedneſday, 
y 


— — cc 


Wepnxesvay, NovemBer 5, 1783, p 


The committee of accounts ſat, (Mr. Maſon in the chair) for 
ſome time, and adjourned. After which the Speaker having taken 
the chair, 

Lord Kilwarlin preſented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
town of Belfaſt, _ | 

Colonel Reſs, Sir Edward Newenham, Mr, Montgomery, and 
ſeveral other members, preſented petitions, praying parliamenta- 
Ty aid, which were received, —1 and committed. 


Several reports were received, and ordered to lie on the tables 


The proper officer preſented at the bar an account of the beer 
and ale brewed for ſome years paſt. Ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 


Sir Edward Newenham moved to diſcharge the order on the 

tition, complaining ef an undue election for the borough of 
Kilmallock, and to appoint the 4th day of February for hearing 
the ſame, 

Ordered accordingly. a 

Mr. Fitzgibbon moved that ſeveral perſons, burgeſſes and petiti- 
oners of ſaid horough, ſhould be ordered to attend the Houſe, on 
Monday the 2d of February. 


The defaulters who were abſent at the call of the Houſe, on 
Monday laſt, previous to the ballot for a committee, for tr ing 
the merits of the Dundalk election, were called over this 55 : 


ſome of whom, on ſhewing proper cauſes, on oath, were not cen- 


Mir: Stratferd, the doors were 


Henry Loftus, Eſq; 
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ſured; the remainder, to a great number, were committed to the 
cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. 


After which the Houſe — called, and the members told by 
ocked, and the committee ballotted 
for, to enquire into the merits of the petitions againſt one of the 
ſitting members for the borough of Enniſcorthy, when the follow- 
ing members were choſen : 
Meade Ogle, Eſq; - | Right Hon. Barry Yelverton, 
Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. | Edward Tighe, Eſq. 
Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; John Forbes, Eſq. 


Peter Holmes, Eſq; Lord Edward Fitzgerald; 
Conway R. Dobbs, Eſq; Arthur Browne, E; 
Charles Ruxton, Eſq; Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 


Sir Richard Butler, Bart. Charles O' Hara, Efqz 


Ordered to fit to-morrow. ”. 


Ordered a writ for the borough of Ballinakil, in the room of Sir 
Anneſley Stewart, Bart. who has made his election for the bo- 
rough of Charlemont. 3 


Sir Edward Newenham moved to diſcharge the order, on the 
petition complaining of an undue election for the borough of 
Swords, and to defer it to a future day, for the convenience of 
the petitioners, as one of their pri-cipal witneſſes was in Eng- 
land, The queſtion was put, and there appeared 


For the motion. Ayes — 3 
inſt the motion.— Noes — 47 
Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Henry Cavendiſb, and Sir Edward 


Newe . 
Tellers for the Noes, Lord Delvin, and Mr. Beresford, jun. 
Adjourned ' till to-morrow. ä 


* 
— 
8 ——_— 
_ 
- 


TrvxsDay, NovewBer 6, 1783. 


The call of defaulters was this day continued, and ſuch as did 
not appear, or for the non-attendance of whom proper excuſes 
were not given, were ordered into cuſtody of the Serjeant at 


The order ofthe day for trying the. petition of Robert Stewart, 


Eſq; complaining of an undue election for the county of Down, 


the Houſe was called over, the names were drawn, and a ſelect 
committee nominated in the uſual manner; the names of the com- 
mittee were, 


le 


ps | 
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Henry Prittie, Ni Honourable William Skeffing- 
Charles-Henry Coote, Eſq; ton, 

Thomas Blakeney, Eſqz Henry Alcock, Eſq; 

Lord Delvin, Arthur Acheſon, Eſq; 

Sir Thomas Fetherſton, William Pennefather, Eſqz- 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; Abel Ram, Eſq; 

Robert Jephſon, Eſq; Sir Cornwallis Maude, 
y_ Thomas Loftus, | Denham Jephſon, Efq, 


ile the parties were nominating the committee, the order re- 
lative to the producing of the liſts of perſons objected to as voted 
on controverted elections within a limited time, was diſcharged, 
and another order, after ſome converſation, ſubſtituted in its 


Mr. Fitegibben moved, That members who are diſqualified 
in any manner from ſerving on committees on controverted eleCtiy 
ons, be diſpenſed attending the Houſe at five o*clock on the days 
appointed to try the elections. Paſſed in the affirmative, 


Mr. Alexander Montgomery moved a reſolutiqn, © That in all 
controverted elections, to be brought before the Houſe, the petiti- 
oners, by themſelves or agents, ſhould deliver to the fitting mem- 
bers, petitioned againſt, a liſt of the perſons whoſe votes they 
objected to, and their reaſons for objedling four days at leaſt be- 
fore the day appointed for hearing the merits of the petition; and 
that the fitting members, or their agents, do the like to the pet! - 
tioners, or their agents.“ 

Mr. Feſter ſaid, he had moved the former reſolution, relative 
to this matter, He obſerved the material difference was, the ad- 
ding the objection; that he had drawn the reſolution in the very 
words of the Engliſh houſe. 

Mr. Montgomery, (of Cavan) ſaid its being from England could 
not be a ſufficient reaſon for embracing it, as it ſtoodz he there- 
tore would move the former reſolution ſhould be reſcinded, and 
the one now moved by the Honourable Member adopted in its 
room, ; 

Mr. F:fer obſerved that the committees which were ordered to 
be appointed on Saturday and Monday next, could not poſſibly 
comply with the reſolution, and ought to be excepted therein. 

He therefore moved a ſmail amendment, purporting the reſoluti- 
on to operate on all petitions to be heard after Tueſday next. This 
being agreed to, the former reſolution was reſcinded, and Mr. 
Montgomery's of this day adopted. 

Lord Delvin moved, That the clerks of the Houſe do in future 
give notice to all agents, concerned in conteſted elections to be 
heard before committees, that they are to ſerve lifts, &c. in due 
time, according to the above yeſolution z and that ſuch agents as 
do not obey, be liable to the — of the Houſe. 
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The proper officer preſented at the bar of the Houſe an eftimate 
of effective men in the kingdom, in November, 1782, purſuant to 
an order made a few days ꝗgo. | 

The proper officer preſented at the bar, ſeveral eſtimates of dif- 
ferent accounts, purſuant to former orders. 

Many reports from different committees were received and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


A great number of petitions were preſented by Mr. Ogle, the 
Right Hon. Jh Q” Neil, the Prowefl, Mr. Maſon, Mr. Beresford, 
Sir Frederick Flood, Sir Henry Hariſtonge and other members, pray- 
ing aid from parliament for many manufactures in different 14 
and in behalf of the clerks of the Houſe, committee clerks, and tlie 
ſeveral door-keepers. 

The Right Honourable Thomas Cznzlly preſented a petition from 
a number of noblemen and gentlemen of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, ſetting forth the neceſſity of repairing the roads from Ho- 
Iyhead through Angleſea and Carnarvonſhire, being the common 


e 
communication between both kingdoms. 50 
Ihis petition, with all the others, was referred to committees, m. 

| ſu 

Sir Frederick Flad moved an enquiry into the expenditure of the uf 
ſum of three thouſand pounds, granted by parliament to the truſ- th 
tees of St. Patrick's hoſpital. | de 

: 4 : hr 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, the precarious ſtate of his health, ar 
the illneſs of an Honourable Member who intended to take an ac- 
tive and decided part in the reform bill, and the number of election o1 
committees that crowded fo faſt on each other, induced him to pt 
poſtpone moving for leave to bring in a bill for the repreſentation n 
of the people—that it never was his intention to lay the bill be- ſh 
fore the Houſe, until a fixed mode of reform had been generally in 
adopted that he had moved that queſtion in a former parliament, h: 
and renewed it now to preſerve his priority in introducing the bill, fe 
He promiſed he would give eight or ten days notice. p 
Adjourned until to-morrow. tc 
| ſ\ 
—— — p 
p 
Fx IDA, NovewBer 7, 1783. þ 
The Speaker ordered the defaulters of yeſterday to be called 1 
over, after which Mr. Bourke moved, that the members in cuſtody t 
of the Serjeant at Arms, ſhould be diſcharged without paying n 
fees, which being overruled, the Speaker put the queſtion on each / 
particular name, when many were ——.— paying fees, \ 
| 


and many without paying. When the name of Hayes St. Leger 


Ap 


* 
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ate was called, the Houſe divided on his being diſcharged, and there 
to appeared for the diſcharge, | 
Ayes, — — — 27 
dit Noes, — — — 89 


Or- Mr. Oele, as chairman of the Dundalk committee, acquainted 
the Houſe, that in obedience to a ſummons iſſued by him, one 
the Green had attended to give evidence, but was arreſted on the 
a7 ſteps of the Parliament Houſe, by Garret Plunket, a bailiff, at the 
1 ſuit of Robert Small, of Pruflia-ſtreetz that he produced the ſum- 
3 mons, and after ſome time the bailiff enlarged him, but that Small 
* had been very angry, and declared he would make the bailiff pay 
: the debt. Ordered, that Garret Plunket, and Robert Small do 
Vs attend at the bar of the Houſe to-morrow morning. 
Ire- Mr. Feſter ſuid, that at a time when ſo much public money was 
Ho- petitioned for, he was ſure nothing would be more agreeable to 
non entlemen than to be ſatished, that the money granted ſhould be 
faithfully applied; he would therefore move that no money be 
ecs. made payable for carrying on any canal, pier or building, until 
ſuch money as might have been formerly granted be accounted 
f the upon oath, before the commiſſioners of impreſt duties, and where 
rul- the work has not been begun, until a proper plan. and eftimate be 
delivered in, and ſecurity given for the faithful execution thereof, 
by recognizance to be taken before the barons of the exchequer, 
lth, and within a time mentioned in ſaid recognizance. _ 
ac He ſaid ſuch a reſolution as this was abſolutely neceſſary, in 
tion order to prevent the frauds which had, he feared, been hitherto 
m to prattiſed ; but gentlemen would obſerve, this reſolution extended 
tion no further than grants for building; it did not extend to thoſe that 
be- ſhould be given for the encouragement of our manufactures, and, 
ally indeed, when it was conſidered how numerous the applications 
ent, had been on that head, and the vaſt ſums which were required, he 
bill, feared, ſuch was the preſent ſtate of the nation, it would be im- 
poſſible to comply with them all, ſuppoſing them to be all meri- 
torious 3 he had however a thought which he believed would an- 
{wer the ends of all, and that was to give a bounty upon the ex- 
portation of thoſe manufactures: every man would then get a juſt 
proportion according to the extenſiveneſs of the branch. There 
was one gentleman, however, whom he could not conſider in the 
{ame predicament with the other perſons applying; it was Capt. 
alled Brooke, who ſtood peculiarly circumſtanced, and had been induced 
tody to expend vaſt ſums on national accounts; firſt, in bringing over 
ying many artiſts who had determined to leave England and proceed to 
each America; and ſecondly, in building houſes, and fitting up con- 
fees, venient receptions for the diſtreſſed weavers of Dublin; he meant, 
eger therefore, that he ſhould obtain ſome grant, but that all the reſt 
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ſhould be left to enjoy the bounty, which he believed might be 
abour eight per cent, 
Sir Henry Cavendiſh begged the poſtponing of the buſineſs till 
to-morrow, that it might be conſidered of, 
Sir Hemy Hariflonge requeſted it might be deferred till Tueſday 
next. 5 
Sir John Blaquiere thought, as many members were not preſent, 
it would be right to defer it till ro-morrow, which Mr. Foſter 
agreed to; after which he obſerved ſo many petitions had been 
preferred, that it would be impoſſible to grant large ſums to all; 
he faid he thought it beſt to grant a bounty to ſuch as appeared 
deſerving, particularly for exporting woollen and cotton goods, 
wrought iron, &c, &c. ſave to Captain Brooke, who, he ſaid, 
ought not to be claſſed with the ret, 
General Luttreli.— Is any particular exception from the com- 
mon method intended for encouraging manufactures, to be made 
in favour of Captain Brocke ? | 
OE Fefter —A particular attention is propoſed to be paid to 


General Luttrell ſaid, he would not take up the time of the 
Houſe in pronouncing a panegyrick upon a man, that he helieved 
deſerved reward as well as Captain Srooke—becauſe, was every 
gentleman to get up and beſtow encomiums on thoſe he patroni ed 
—the Houſe would have nothing to do but liſten to fine ſpeeches; 
but in his opinion, every man ought either to ſtand upon the 

of his own particular merit, or equal encouragement 
Id be dealt to all. tif 

Sir John Blaguiere deſired to know what encouragement was 
intended for the home conſumption of our manufactures, To 
which Mr. Feſter ſaid, that it would be a paint of infinite dificu]- 
ty to decide, as any, bounty on home contumption would be li- 
able to great and innumerable frauds. 

Mr. brownlew approved of encouraging the manufaQures, by 
a bounty on export, but thought it would be wrong to make any 
exception in — of Captain Brace, notwithſtanding his ac- 
knowledged metit; becauſe the moſt extenſive manufacturer 
Vuould receive moſt benefit from the bounty on exportation of 

goods manufactured. 

The Freveſ thought no diſtinction ſhould be made or prefer- 
ment given. 

Mr. Jeler brought up ſeveral reports from Committees. Or- 


dered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Maſon brought up the general report from the committee of 
accompts. 

Mr. John Lateuc he ſaid, that the money due by diſmiſſed col - 
lectors, amounted to ſuch an enormous ſum, that in his opinion, 
parliament was loudly called upon to make enquiry into it; he 
would therefore move, that the proper officer ſhould lay before 
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the Houſe, an account of all ſums of money due by diſmiſſed 
colleQors, ſpecifying the ſecurity given by each, and ftating 
what ſteps had been taken to recover the debts. 

Mr. Maſon ſaid, that a return of all deticiencies by collectors, 
down to May laſt, had been made, and now lay upon the table, 

Mr. Latouche replied, that the return did not go to the whole of 
his motion, which enquired as well after the ſecurity given by 
the diſmiſſed collectors, as the ſteps that had been taken to teco- 
yer the debts. : | 

Sir John Parnel ſaid, that the board of commiſſioners, in obedi- 
ence to an order of government, had made out a liſt of all the 
debts due by diſmiſſed collectors, down to the month of May laft. 
That the proper law officers were immediately employed to reco- 
ver thoſe debts; and he donbted not, they were purſuing the 
moſt vigorous means. 

Mr. Solicitor Carleten aſſured the Houſe, that the proper law 
officers were aſſiduouſly attentive to this object, which he conſi- 
dered as of great national importance. 

Mr. Latouche's motion paſſed nem. con. 


Sir H. Cawendi/b,moved, that Mr. Bolton have leave to withdraw - 
the petiton, complaining of an undue election for the borough of 
Swords, —Leave given. 

Mr. Denis Browne moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of the number of troops that were in the 
kingdom on the firſt day of this month; alſo an account of the 
names and number of ſtaff-officers in the kingdom, with the a- 
mount of their pay. 

Mr. Fofler moved, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee, on Monday next, for taking into conſideration the ſupply 
to be granted to his Majeſty. 

Sit Henry Cavendiſh requeſted it to be delayed till Tueſday 
next. Ordered for Monday. | 

After leave was granted for committees on private buſineſs to 
ſit to-morrow, the Houſe adjourned till Monday next. 


MonpDay, NoveMBERr 10, 1783. 


The Houſe balloted for a committee to try the merits of the 
Baltinglaſs election, the following . were named. 


Sir Jobs Parnel, an. Toler, Eſq; ) 
Stephen Moore, Eſq; Wm. Richardſon, Eſq; 
Mr. Richardſon, J. Monk Maſon, Eſq; 
Hon, Wm, Moore, _ | Owen Wynne, Eſq; 
vir Hugh Hill, Bart. | Jokn Doyle, Eſq; 
Dudley Huſſey, Eſq; J. Forteſcue, Eſq; 

ames Alexander, Eſq; T. Piggott, Eſq; 

ohn Latouche, Eſq; 
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General Luttrell obſerved, that a motion had been made by an 
Honourable Gentleman ſome days ago, that the proper office: 
ſhould lay before the Houſe an account of the preciſe time when 


his Majeſty's order to diſcontinue the recruiting fervice in this 1 
kingdom had ĩſſued; to comply with this motion the General {aid = 
was matter of impoilibility to the officer; he could indeed jnforn the 
the Houſe and the honourable mover, that the order from the _ 
Commander in Chief was dated the zd of Februaty, 1983, but * 
at what time the Commander in Chief received his order from the *. 
Lord Lieutenant he did not know, much leſs what time the Lord TY 
Lieutenant had received his Majeſty's commands for that purpoſe, F 
or indeed whether his Excellency had received any commands at = 
all, for he would have it underſtood, that the chief governor 20g 
this kingdom in many inſtances, exerciſes a diſcretionary authori- ” : 
ty, and does not always wait for directions from England; how- | 
ever as he ſuppoſed the Honourable Gentleman's inquiry would be h 
ſatisfied by this information, that on the 3d of February order wg 
had ifſued to diſcontinue the recruiting, he was happy to give i: . 
to him; if he wiſhed to go to the ſource of thoſe orders it muſt be 4 
by way of addreſs to his Majelty, but if this information was ſa- has 
tisfactory, he would move that the order ſhould be diſcharged. 1 
Hon. Mr. Hreune, who had moved the order, declared, that 90 
133 the information was laid before the Houſe, it was indit- = 
ferent to him whether it was obtained through the medium of an | 
addreſs, or in compliance with an order. | 
Mr. Fhed faid he would not have it underſtood that ſuch infor- 0 
mation could only be gained by an addrets—a fimple order of the — 
Houſe he held ſufficient - there were upon the journals inſtance th : 
innumerable of both ' methods. 3 8 
Mr. Corry ſaid, that he was of the ſame opinion, and he fel! 5 
himſelf authorized to ſay fo, for that he had examined the journal; it! 
laſt ſeſſion, with particular care, on this very queſtion, and found | 
that orders of the houſe and addreiſes- had been uſed indiſcrimi- > 
_ nacely, and that he would think it an infringement on the privi- oy 
| fo uw 8 the Houſe if they were to be reſtricted to the mode by > 
addreſs. K 5 
Sir H. Langriſbe ſaid, that where it was poſſible for an officer 9 
Ito comply with an order, that mode was practiſed; but as to any L. 
n beyond the power of an officer, it muſt be obtained by off 
addreſs. | | | 
General Lurtrell.— I cannot remain one moment ſilent under * 
the imputation of reſtraint, of any privilege of this houſe, no man tl 
in the Howſe would be farther from it; but the object of the order A 
is abſolutely impraQticable, for the Lord Lieutenant (Lord Tem- thi 
ple) to whom his majeſty's orders were ſent, (if any orders were 
lent at all) is now in another kingdom, and ſure the Hon. Gentle - me 
; | M 
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man does not mean to ſend a mandate to him to lay open any cor- 
reſpondence that exiſted between his ſoverei gn and him. 

Hon. Mr. Brewne declared himſelf unacquainted with the eti- 
quette of parliament—ſaid all he wanted was information—that 
the intention of his motion was to bring to light a fraud which he 
heard was practiſed, “ that the bounty voted by Þgliament for 
raiſing ſeamen, had been applied to recruit the fenci}fle regiments, 
and that many of the men raiſed for the ſea ſervice had been in- 
corporated into the fencible bands.“ | 

Mr. Erawnlow thought that the Houſe muſt have authority to 
call upon the proper officer to give information in any queſtion 
concerning national expence z that it muſt be a tranſaction known 
to many, and that it would be giving up the rights of the Houſe 
if any alteration was made in the motion. 

General Luttrell repeated, that he knew of no order but that 
which he had mentioned of the third of February, which ſtated, 
* that it was his expreſs commands that the recruiting ſervice 
ſhould ſtop until further orders,” 

Mr. Fitzgi>bon ſaid, that as a charge of a very deep die indeed 
had been made againſt government for miſapplication of the pub- 
lic money, he hoped that charge would be followed by a cloſe 
enquiry z and if it was ill-founded, that he hoped it would be 
tetracted. 

Mr. Pelham ſaid, he roſe with an intention to give the Houſe 
every poſſible ſatisfaction in his power; and that whatever infor- 
mation remained in the offices upon this ſubje&t he was deſitous 
to produce; and he earneſtly beſought gentlemen to proſecute 
the enquiry now begun, as he was convinced it would redound 
to the honour of government; and when even a former govern» 
ment, which had ated honourably, was attacked, he thought 
it his duty to riſe in its defence. 

Mr. Maſen ſaid, that inthe committee of accounts he had juſt 
inveſtigated this ſubject, and could ſay that of the 100, oool. 
voted tor ſeamen, 56,0001. only had been expended, and 7000 
men thereby raiſed : that the provincial troops had been raiſed by 
a ſum of 16,0001. which was afterwards reimburſed by England. 

Mr. Fl:24 thought it extremely odd that an order coming to a 
Lord Lieutenant from England would not now be found in our 
offices, bectufe that Lord Lieutevant was now no longer gover- 
nor over this country. He aſked was the Secretary's office deſtroy- 
ed, or was that alſo gone to England? This was a very unfor- 
tunate Country indeed, if upon every change of Lord Lieutenants, 
a thing which now ſo frequently occurred, all the information of 
the country was to be loſt. 

Here the queſtion ſubſided z General Luttrell did not puſh his 


motion, conſequently the order made upon the motion of the Hon. 
Mr. Browne remains in force, 
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Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, that if we did not adopt a ſyſtem of 
ceconomy, the nation would become bankrupt, as its expence: 
by far exceeded its income moved, That the condition of thi: 
kingdom requires every practicable retrenchment, conſiſtent with 
the intereſt and ſafety thereof, and with the honour and dignity 
of his Majeſty's government.” 

Mr. Maſos ſeconded the e | 

Mr. Attorney General ſaid, I have alwa feſſed myſelf x 
friend to economy, and I do now declare — ny 4 
in the motion, to which I had no other objection when it was 
moved a few nights ago, but that it would come as it now does, 
with more propriety, after examining the national accounts, than 
before ſuch examination had taken place. 

The Speaker was then about to put the queſtion, when 

Mr. Flad ſaid he had an amendment to propoſe z the motion, 
as it ſtood at preſent, was giving too great a latitude to adminiſ- 
tration—it was leaving them to purſue any meaſure they thought 
proper, they had only to ſay, that it was for the intereſt of the 
nation, or for the dignity of his Majeſty's government, Now one 
argument which had been made uſe of eg a former night, was the 
inefficacy of ſuch reſolutions, and he perfectly agreed that they 
were totally inefficacious; he would therefore recommend a re- 
duction of the military eſtabliſhment as the only place where any 
real or ſerviceable reduction can take ＋* By reducing our 

military forces to 12,000 men, we ſhould fave 250,000/. per ann. 

or 500,000]. in two years; beſides, by a ſaving which might be 

made with reſpect to the providing for the 12,000 men, a ſaving, 

as appeared by the report of a committee in the year 1762, might 

be made of 100,000/. this would be an effectual ſaving—Now 
look to the civil eſtabliſhent ; the whole amount thereof was only 

70,000). ſo that if you ſtrike off "our judges, your clerks, every 
officer under the crown, your whole ſaving can be no more than 

70, oool. this every one knows is impoſſible to be done, therefore 

when gentlemen ſay, do not retrench your military eſtabliſhment, 

but your civil liſt,” they in effect ſay, do not retrench where re- 

trenchments may be made, but retrench where retrenchment 

cannot be made; they propoſe the ſhadow, but I will purſue the 

ſubſtance, and it is for this purpoſe, that not boaſting of my in- 

firmities, but labouring under them, I came this night, at the ha- 

zard of my life, to propoſe what is eſſentially neceſſary for the 

falvation of my country, 1 wiſh to ſet her again upon her legs, 
and I have a double cauſe to endeavour this, becauſe I at preſent 
feel the inconveniency of wanting my own ;, (Mr. Flood fat while 

he was ſpeaking, being unable to ſtand) but gratitude is objected 
—1I ſay, ſuch an anſwer has one great fault—it is not argument 
gratitude is a ſentiment, and therefore it is no argument—it is a 
paſſion, a virtuous paſſion I allow, but is a nation to be governed 
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by her paſſion? no—men are ſometimes governed by their paſſions, 


and it is well when they are ruled by good ones—but a nation is 
to be governed by reaſon but giving gratitude its full weight on 


this occaſion, what effect has it? Suppoſe a man under obligati- 


ons to his friend, is he therefore bound in gratitude to vote with 
that friend for the ruin of his country? Is a man through grati- 
tude to beggar himſelf, to ſtarve his wife and family, to ſup- 
port, not the neceſſities, but perhaps the extravagancies, of his 
friend? Did gratitude ever bid a man ruin himſelf ? no—and 
why? becauſe gratitude is a virtue, and no virtue bids you do 
what is wrong—they are given us ſo happily by God and nature, 
that they perfectly agree, and gratitude being a virtue, cannot 
command you to ſupport an army injurious to your country, be- 
cauſe to do an injury to your country is 2 vice; I therefore, fir, 
move for the following amendment, “and that the military eſta- 
bliſhment, in particular, will admit of a conſiderable rettenchment, 
inaſmuch as 12,000 men are at preſent ſufficient, not only to 
maintain the defence of this kingdom, but alſo to afford Great 
Britain, for her ſervice abroad, as many men as we granted to her 
by the augmentation z and inaſmuch as many important ſavings 
may be made in the expence of maintaining that number of 12,000 
men ;“ he obſerved, that certainly gratitude could not be ob- 
jeted to this motion, ſince we were not about to withdraw our 
aid from Great Britain, but to allow her as many men out of our 
12,000 as we formerly did out of 1 $2000, and ſurely there was 
gn generoſity in giving three out of twelve, than three out of 
teen, 

Hon. Mr. O. Brxwne aſke where the retrenchment propoſed 
would take place? not infhe civil liſt he underſtood : he was 
certain, adminiſtration Hd no intention to retrench : if they 
had, the military eſtihliſument was the only place favings 
could be made : he his hearty concurrence to the motion. 

General Luttrell ſaid, that every trite and hackneyed obſerva- 
tion had been made in the military eſtabliſhment; it had been 
ſaid that this country was a barrack for England; this was 
only true, ſo as the troops here lived in barrack, that the ſtaff 
of this country might take the field with great ſplendor, and 
to the terror of our enemies.“ This was the common place 
ſtory of a white bear, related by Cheſterfield, who ſaid, that 
the liſt of general officers being preſented to the King, his 
Majeſty obſerved, he could not tell what effect that lift might 
have on the enemy, but it made him tremble. The general 
proceeded to ſay, that theſe delightful ſtories had been offered 
as arguments, and received with frequent acclamations of hear 
him ! hear him! That beſides they had been embelliſhed with 
a ſtroke or two at the ſagacity of Mr. Secretary Heran. As to the 
ſage Heron, his ſentiments of him were pretty much the ſame 
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other gentlemen profeſſed to entertain, and exactly like thoſe 
he felt for a noble Duke, the patron in England of the Hon, 
Gentleman who had moved the amendment ; but he had this 
conſolation, . that if the wayward fate of Ireland ſhould ever 
ſend that Noble Duke to be our Chief Governor, his want of 
intellect would be amply compenſated by the abundant wiſdom 
of the Hon. Gentleman, who would, as his Secretary, have full 
opportunity of diſplaying his great talents and patriot intentions 
to Ireland. 

Mr. Flozd thought it a hard caſe, that a man could not have 
a friend in any corner of the world that might eſcape cenſure, 
however undeſerving of it, but muſt be coupled, with him, 
and ſhare the reproach of his infirmities. He thought it trifling 
in the Hon. Gentleman to allude to his waiſtcoat, and aſked 
him, whether he had, any objection to that which he then 
wore ? (The uniform of the Goldſmiths Corps.) 

General Luttrell ſaid, he had no objection to that then worn 
by the Hon. Member, nor would he, had he known his attach- 
ment to his wardrobe, have mentioned the other; but he had 
done it with reverence and reſpeQ, and aſſured the Hon Gen- 
tleman, that he had taken the opportunity of its abſence to 
ſpeak his ſentiments ; for was it now diſplayed in its full 
ſplendor, he very much doubted whether he would have cou- 
rage to ſpeak at all. He concluded with obſerving, that as to 
the objeCtion againſt ſoldiers being kept up in time of peace, 
that they were then moſt uſeful, as they ſerved to prevent 
the neceſſity of fighting. 

Mr. Molyneux ſaid I riſe with infinite unwillingneſs and te- 
gret to ſpeak upon this ſubject, convinced as I am, that if 
the arguments of that great man who has made the amendment 
will not prevail, nothing that I can urge will be of the ſmalleſt 
force; I riſe, therefore, to ſupplicate the powerful ſide of the 
Houſe, and to requeſt as a favour, that attention to ceconomy 
which the country gentlemen are warranted to demand as 2 
rizht.—l will acknowledge the debt of gratitude to England, 
and I will pay it with liberality; the former act of parliament 
granted but 3000 men out of 15,000, now let miniſters re- 
duce the eſtabliſhment to 12,000 men, and I will be content 
to ſpare to England half of that number; nay, if that ſhall not 
be thought ſufficient, let his Majeſty have power to withdraw 
them all from this kingdom, and I am the more willing to 
do this, becauſe 1 wiſh there was an inducement to the armed 
ſocieties of Ireland to remain in arms; is there any man who 
would not with it? there was indeed one, who declared the 
other night, [Here Mr. Mclyneux was called to order by the 
whole Houſe] well, I will not ſpeak of it, I will only ſup- 
poſe he wiſhes them like himſelf, to retire to ctium cum dignitate. 


* 
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But if my offer is refuſed, I will ſuppoſe that there is hut one 
reaſon for it—it is intended by the army to overawe; [here 
again a loud cry of order] it may irritate, but it can never 
ſubdue. It has been ſaid, that the voice of the people is in 
favour of the army eſtabliſhment; if ſo, they muſt be a very 
fooliſh people indeed; for what people would wiſh to keep an 
army to the ruin of their finances, and to the danger of their 
liberties? I have profeſſed myſelf a friend to adminiſtration, 
and it is the office of a friend to tell them wholeſome, though 
diſagreeable trurhs. The preſent miniſtry have ſucceeded to 
one, which attempted to cleanſe this Augean ſtable z they had 
but time indeed to clean the threſhold 3 but it behoves the pre- 
ſent, by ſome bold effort, to gain the confidence of the nation; 
otherwiſe, though now only ſuſpected, they will ſhortly be 
condemned. | a 

Major Deyle—Mr. Speaker, little verſed in the uſage of parli- 
aments, and totally unaccuſtomed to public ſpeaking, I feel how 
much, Sir, I ſhall ſtand in need of your countenance, and the 
kind indulgence of the Houſe ; but I am alſo conſcious, that the 
motives which induce me to trouble you, while they plead my 
excuſe, will enſure to me a patient hearing. I riſe, Sir, to aſ- 
ſure the Honourable Member who introduced the queſtion, that 
I moſt perfectly agree with him, as to the neceſſity of the ſtricteſt 
economy in the expenditure of the public money, though] differ 
with him as to the object and ſyſtem of his œcõοmy. Lam a- 
ware, Sir, how difficult it will be, to throw new light upon a 
ſubjeQ already ſo fully diſcuſſed ; but I truſt I ſhall = able to 
ſhew, that the reduction of our preſent military eſtabliſhment, 
would be an inexpedient, unwiſe, and an unjuſt meaſure. 

I am free to admit, Sir, that peace is the proper ſeaſon for re- 
ducing the military force of the empire, and a great reduction has 
in conſequence taken place ; but though this peace has removed to 


my a greater diſtance the apprehenſion of danger, yet we ſhould not ſuf- 
8 4 fer ourſelves to be lulled to fleep under its ſhade, left in that ſleep 
ns we meet death. 

nen 


The loſs of our American poſſeſſions is adduced as an argu- 
ment for a further reduction; but, Sir, having loſt ſo much, what 
remains ſhould, like the Sybils books, be but the dearer to us. 
Dur Weſt India iſlands, and the province of Canada, are now 


Iraw jet to the ſudden irruptions of a new power; an empire which 
Vs has ſprung up from the misfortunes of Britain, and it is abſolutely 
med neceſſary to keep a ſtrong force, not only in thole places, but in 
who Nova Scotia, (which if I may ſay fo, is the key to one, anda 
| the watch tower to the other,) that if through any contingency, the 
the peace ſhould be broten, the defence of tuck valuable poſſeiſions 
ſup- may not reſt upon the precarious fluctuation of winds and tides, 
itate. and miniſters, Ireland while controuled by Britain, did not re- 


H 
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fuſe to defend poſſeſſions in which ſhe had then no intereſt, and 
will ſhe, like Lear's ungracious daughters, become unkind the mi- 
ment her parent has divided her all with her? — Will ſhe diſband 
her knights, when the weakneſs of Britain moſt requires her aid? 

It has been ſaid, that Ireland has an army of her own, which 
ſerves the ſtate without expence.—T will ſay that the virtuous 
exertions of that patriotic band can only be equalled by cheir obe- 
dience to the laws, and regard to the conſtitution of their coun- 
try. They may find many abler eulogiſts than I am, but none 
who more e regards them. I do not now think it neceſſa- 
ry for them to remain in arms ; I would ſay to the Lawyer's corps, 
the firſt and moſt reſpectable - you have exerciſed your knowledge 
of law and conſtitution to the advantage of your country; your 
wiſdom'and ſucceſsful advice have greatly contributed to our com- 
pleat emancipation.—Retire now to your honourable profeſſion, 
and may your vigilance and attention to the ſacred 9 of jul- 


tice, ever ſecure what your wiſdom has acquired. 
] would fay to the Merchants corps—you have gained us a free 7 
trade, let it now be your care to extend and improve that trade, 1 
for the advantage of your country. — Perhaps —_ I goround the 7 
whole kingdom, I would find ſome particular merit for each = | 
particular corps; but I will ſay to them all in general, that 23 1 
they have been a bulwark to their country in war, I truſt that they it; 
will now be the authors of her proſperity and happineſs, in time * 
of peace. | 
The name of ſoldier and volunteer has been invidiouſly con- __ 
traſted, as if in oppoſition to each other; but this I moſt poſitive- WW; 
Iy deny: For was I not convinced, that the ſoldier's object was 
the protection of his country, and its conſtitution, I ſhould diſ- wa 
dain to be a ſoldier ; and did I not believe the volunteers to have . 05 
the ſame affections, I ſhould regret that I was born an Iriſhman. mY 
Mr. Parſons roſe with ſome degree of warmth, He faid, gen- 0 0 
tlemen ſeem to think, that becauſe England ſupports a navy, * 
Ireland is bound to maintain an army; that is, England is to keep * | 
up the conſtitutional defence of the ſtate—Ireland, that whi i * 
is not conſtitutional. The ſame arguments then, which ah — 
preſent urged againſt reducing the army of Ireland after the late die 
War, will be urged after every future war; and I repeat it again, iſ * 
this country will be a barrack for England. The Honourable Gen- 8 5 
tleman ſays he ſpeaks tlie voice of the people of what people ? het 
I ſpeak the ſentiments of a learned and reſpectable ſociety, who * 
are my conſtituents.— But who are his conſtituents? Are they Num 
literate or illiterate ? Or has he any conſtituents at all? But I am A ) 
not ſurpriſed that the affairs cf the nation ſhould go ſo badly, — 
when every little jeſter can find the way into parliament, 1 do _ 
not come here with awkward attempts to be witty, on the drefs ay} 0 
of the greateſt man in the nation; it may do well _ for a hos 


cap and balls, but is unbecoming the dignity of the Iriſh ſenate. 
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4 Major Doyle. — The honourable and learned gentleman has call- 
ed an army the bane of the conſtitution; I know that this ſounds 


nd well in declamation, and has ſounded well in round and well turn- 
5 ed periods a thouſand times. But will not the honourable and 
20 learned gentleman allow, that the revolution was owing to the 
24 army, that the reſtoration was owing to the army, and that there 
1 is no inſtance in which the Britiſh or Iriſh army has ſhe wn any want 
1.6 of affection to their country's conſtitution ? 


The obedience of the army of theſe kingdoms may be compar- 
ed to the ſolar ſyſtem—moving on the axis of its own particular 
code, whilſt it moves alſo on the axis of the general conſtitution. 
Soldiers are reſtricted by a double code of laws, to which they 
have never failed in obedience—yet this army and theſe men, the 
honourable gentlemen in their rage for reformation wiſh to ſend in- 
tirely away from the kingdom. 

Mr. Arthur Browne. — Sir, I do not riſe to trouble you with long 
encomiums on œconomy, I ſee plainly that ceconomy is baniſh- 
ed from your doors, and it would be folly to expect, that the 
neglected ſtranger will ever return. We have nothing left but 
to look on in bent diſmay, till the ſtorm which profuſion is 
gathering, ſhall burſt upon our heads. 

But, though deſtruction will inevitably ſpring from prodigality, 
it is ſtill poſiible to divert its courſe, Let it at leaſt approach us 
through ſome other medium than that of the army; a peſtilential 
medium which has ever been fraught with plagues and miſchief— 
| ſpeak not of armies abſolutely neceſſary to the good of the 
ſtate ; I ſpeak of idle and ſuperfluous armies; of unneceſſary 
augmentations.,—l know invecti ves againſt ſtanding armies have 
been ſo often repeated, that they are become offenſive to the 
faſtidiouſneſs of modern cars. But if the truth has not had its 


; effect, it ought to be repeated, and now repeated when it is 
Se poſſible to carry it into practice, and not to terminate in mere 
Wai. declamation. It is not leſs true, becauſe it has been often, nor 
rent would it have been often ſaid if it had not been founded in reaſon 
WO) and in nature, and at theſe ſolemn pauſes, which the conſtitu- 
ny at tion has ordained in paſſing our laws. At theſe ſacred ſtations 
e late which it will not ſuffer us to paſs without looking around us, to 
e ee whether we approach the precipice, I hope it will be par- 
ou donable to ſtay a moment where we have ſtaid before, and ſee 
Op 1 hether the danger is leſs than it formerly has been. 
5 2 Let us not deceive ourſelves; if a ſuperfluous unemployed 
ne my was ever dangerous, it is dangerous ſtill. - You have the 
t bp zugmentation now as fairly before you, as you had it in the 
* th fear 1769; if you again agree to it, the army will go on increaſ- 
0 ag. —it will always be an object with the crown to encreaſe it, 
2 drels nd there is no probability that the influence of the crown will 
1 for ® er diminiſh. The appearance of the times is fallacious.— 
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While the American ſtorm aged, and the winds were all abroad, 
we. had a temporary calm from the exertions of power at home ; 
but things will revert to their old channel—Ir is the nature of 
power ever to wiſh to extend itſelf, and if you do not take this 
opportunity of curbing it, if you are not jealous of its advances 
now, you may never be able to impede its progreſs again. 

In the midſt of a profound peace, you introduce into the coun- 
try a greater number of troops than were found neceſſary for it 
defence in the heat of conteit, and that conteſt againſt the world 
in arms. When the territories of Britain are reduced, and her 
diminiſhed orb ſhines with but half its former ſplendor, you ſup- 
port a greater army than was wanted to ſupply the luſtre of her 
moſt brilliant day. When your finances are ltd, and you 
are oppreſſed with a cumbrous debt, you maintain a greater 
peace eſtabliſhment than when your ne? ra overflowed. When 
the ſpirit of the people is high, and virtue is at hand to aſſiſt you 
in pruning the luxuriance of power, you refuſe to lop off tha 
deteſted augmentation which was generated in the corrupted | 
ſtream of former times.—lt requires neither age, nor wiſdom, 
nor experience to ſee that this is extraordinary. The people (for 
liberty is ofa jealous nature) will not reſt atisſied without know- 
ing the cauſe. They will murmur at being obliged to contribute, 
not to the neceſſities of the ſtate, but perhaps to its ruin. The) 
will recolleQ that in all countries the exceſſive growth of armies 
has terminat.d without exception in the downfal of liberty, and 
at length of government itſelfl. They will not reſt ſatisfied with 
the flimſy pretexts which have been offered, nor be lulled with 
the ſoft unmeaning notes of gratitude : What gratitude! An 
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Hon. Friend of mine has well expoſed the name. He has ſhewn ns 
that it is not to the liberality of Britain, but to circumſtances, to fe 
neceſſity, to your own virtue, to America, that you owe your by 
advantages. To America your temple and ſtatues are due, hc 
and to that generous patriotiſm which fo ably ſeconded her a p1 
home. Britain was cruel and unjuſt for a century, and I vil pe 
never believe that ſhe learned juſtice and generoſity ina day. l. * 
has been ſaid, we at leaſt owe her gratitude for opening the by 
trade to the Weſt Indian Colonies. I deny it—ſhe tied our hands th 
behind our back, and then boaſted ſhe had given us food. lt * 
ſhe had ſuffered us, we too ſhould have had colonies : While all FA 
Europe was coloni fing we {ſhould not have been idle; we thould tis 
have bad our Welt Indian and American ſettlements, and as it was, ar 
our blood and our treaſute contributed to the acquiſition and an 
protection of the Britiſh colon es; but England 3 reaped tat 
thoſe crops which were ſown in that blood, and now that they D; 
have almoſt periſhed; ſhe boaſts of having admitted us to ſour toc 


little participation of the blaſted fruits. 
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Other gentlemen have talked of wars and rumours of wars, 
of wars in the ſouth, and wars in the north, and chilled us with 
the terrors of an invaſion from the frozen zone. They have talked 
of the Turks and the Tartars.—[Mr. Ogle roſe to _ 
Mr. Browne proceeded. If | have alluded to what paſſed in a for- 
mer debate, I muſt fay in excuſe, that the order to the contrary 
has not been ſtrictly obſerved by the Houle fince | came into it. 
But ſuppoſing we are in danger of a war, it is not by our navy 
we are to protect ourſelves ; this is the brit and favourite tenet of 
the preſent miniſtry of England. No force you could raiſe 
could cope with the armies of France. It might be formidable to 
liberty at home, but would be laughed at by the infolent foe. 
It might be formidable to ſcattered individuals falling one by one 
without union, and without ſtrength, it might be dangerous to 
a trading nation, where every man poring on the ground does 
not look up at the encreaſing blaze of power, till he is ſcorched 
by its rays ; but it would never be a match for our foreign ene- 
mies. No, if you would really wiſh to be ſecure at home, pre- 
ſerve the country in its preſent ſtate, encourage every man to 
bear arms, place an unbounded: confidence in your people, and 
they will place an unlimited contidence in you, Imitate the 
generous policy of our anceſtors, who, (you will find it on 
your ſtatute book) in times of turbulence, when the minds of 
men were not yet civilized, nor taught to love order and 
good government, yet not only encouraged, but obliged every 
man to bear arms and to learn the uſe of them. Then with mu- 
tual confidence and univerſal diſcipline, you would be invinci- 
ble indeed. \ 

I have done with the reaſons offered by government for this 
meaſure z I will now tell them the reaſons which the public 
without doors ailign for them. They ſay, that it is not through 
tear of a foreign enemy they wiſh to keep up fo large an army, 
but through fear of their real friends at home. Not through fear ot 
hoſtile invaſion, but through fear of virtue, and liberty, and 
public ſpirit z through fear leſt theſe repeated ſtruggles of the 
people, ſhould at length effectuate, in a conſtitutionl way, a 
rational reform, Through fear, not of the ar f France, 
N is time to ſpeak plainly, of the Volunteers of Ireland 3 of 
ole Volunters whom you ſo coldly thanked in the beginning 
* they had dene, that it was evident you wiſhed they ſhould 
o no more.—[Mr. -itzgiobon roſe to order. |—Mr. Zrowne in con- 
muation.—1 have a particular objection to the nature of this 
amy, which is coming into the country, it 1s an American 
amy fraught with llaughtet, hoſtile to every idea of liberty, or 
rather unable to diſtinguiſh liberty from licentiouſneſs —[Major 
_ roſe to /order.]—You will have your four thouſand = 
00, whom you ſent abroad for their education, and a pretty 
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education they have had. They willreturn, not as from a foreign 
foe with glory and patriotic ardour fitting on their creſts, but 
with diſappointment, and revenge, and depredation painted on 
their faded banners. 

Let the profuſion take any other ſhape than this. Divide your 
revenue board again, you would but add fix men to thoſe who 
might poſſibly diſtinguiſh their own intereſt from thoſe of their 
country, Augment your band of penſioners, the drones cannot 
ſting us. The eve of our declining day may retain its luſtre, 
We may ſet like the tropical ſun at once in night, without that 
long and lingering twilight, in which we now ſeem doomed 
to wander. We might wear the fair face of liberty to the laſt, 
and appear majeſtic though in ruin. 

Sir, I ſpeak not of chimaras, or phantoms cf my own brain 
it is not more certain that empire haſtens to decay, than that 
Its ruin will be accelerated by a great national debt, and an 
increaſing army ; the calamity may not come to-day or to-mor- 
row, it may not come upon the preſent generation, but it will 
come upon poſterity, and the remedy will be out of their power, 
If there is any man mean enough to be regardleſs of the future 
neration, he may perhaps paſs quietly through his own times, 
But this was not the care our anceitors took of us; they raiſed 
bulwarks ſufficient to defend us, though almoſt virtue's ſelf was 
dead. Every man who has a ſpark of heavenly flame about him 
will follow their example, Yep will never have ſuch another 
opportunity. The ſpirit of your people will never be more 
high ; the crown will never be more dependent on parliament 
you will never have another American war, and if you are filent 
now, you may be ſilent for ever, | 

Major Leyle ag in arote. He called upon the protection, up- 
on the humanity of the Houſe, to prevent words which muſt rack 
the feelings of every ſoldier who conſidered himtelf. as doing his 
duty in that unfortunate war—he hoped that men who loved their 
country as well as the Honourable Gentleman, would not be tor- 
tured with reproach for having faithfully ſerved that country 
and declared that if even Britiſh defeat in America was the cauſe 
of Iriſh liberation, that he rejoiced in that defeat. 

General Luttrell.— I know well enough that though an army 
has in more than one inſtance preterved the conſtitution, yet there 
are certain men, who from prejudice of education, hate the army 
and all who are in any wile connected with it. Send your ſon, 
ſays Cheſterheld, to the univetſity ; it is true indeed his manners 
will receive no great poliſh from it, but then he will learn to de- 
claim for the conſtitution, and to hate the army, How far the 
learned gentleman is an example of this obiervation, I ſhall not tair 


pretend to judge, 2; the 
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Mr. Grattan,—I never gave a vote with more ſatisfaction in 
my life, than the vote I gave a few nights ago on this ſubject. I 
voted againſt the retrenchment of the military peace eſtabliſhment, 
to preſerve the honour of the nation. ; 

This motion has been put to- nigit upon a queſtion which has 
been determined already, by a deciſion of this Houſe. This 
eſtabliſhtnent has been continued fourteen years. 


When it was propoſed before, it was moved that an addreſs 
= ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, accompanied with a report 
at of 1768. To preſent ſuch a report, would be giving the idea 
ed that we could reconſider that report of 1766. Thet report was 
it, then before the adminiſtration, and men of the firſt characters 

were parties in that report. It was made before the augmentation 
nz took place. It was made by the Right Honourable Gentleman 
hat who voted for the augmentation in 1769, The queſtion of this 
an night ſer out with a fair ptoſpect of ill ſucceſs. It is wanted to 
or- go into the eſtabliſhment of 17513 but that is impolüble. The 
will firſt thing which ſtands in your way is the additional pay to dra- 
ver. goons, you muſt ſtrike off the pay to the dragoons, and the in- 
ure creaſe of pay to the infantry, and the allowances for expences. 
NES, A ſoldier has to encounter expences in every article, Does the 
ſed Right Honourable Gentleman mean to go back to the middle of 
Was this century? Since that period the rent of lands have increaſed 
him one-third z in order, therefore, to go back, you muſt lower the 
ther price of land, and even that would not be ſufficient ; you muſt 
nore alter the price of hay and oats, and all the neceſſaries of life. 
ent; Making every allowance, what great advantage does he boaſt of? 
ilcnt What would be the ſaving if the military eſtabliſument be reduc- 
| ed to what it was in 171 ? In the pay of dragoons, 5, 100/, and 
up" 1,500/, in the pay of infantry. The half pay muſt be broke, All 
rack expences together, amount to 363,000/, The gentleman's po- 
g his litical ſchemes are like noſtrums; they will not anſwer the end 
their propoſed. The gentleman's arguments go to the queſtion of the 
> tor- augmentation z but are we to take from the kingdom part of the 
try; ſupport of the empire, merely to ſave to Ireland an expence of 
Caulc 52,000), per year, for I can make it appear it is no more? You 
cannot decide for chis motion with honour to your couniry, The 
army revenues in 1769, when you voted this augmentation, were leis; 
there but the revenues for the laſt two years have encreaſed 100,000/, 
army per year. The free trade is a reſource which we have not yet de- 
r ſon, rived the benefit of; but it is ſuch a reſource as we had not when 
anners we voted the augmentation in 1769, You had not ſuch reſources 
to de- as you have now. | | 
ar the What has been the change of affairs in England? Great Bri- 
ll not tain has added millions to her debt. You were the propounders of 


the augmentation, when the kingdom was labouring under every 
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diſadvantage in point of trade. Will gentlemen tell you now, 
that, animated with the ſpirit of liberty, being now in a ſuperior 
ſituation to what you were in 1769, the (maintaining of 15,000 
men is diſtreſsful to Ireland.” Every argundent in favour of the 
augmentation in 1769, is in favour of it now, and will you now 
plead inability, in order to withdraw the coverture? I admire 
cconomy as much as any man; but will a generous nation make 
excuſes for breach of a covenant !—A nation which has two 
millions and a half of men, and the benefit of the plantation trade, 
and an increaſing revenue z is ſuch a nation unable to ſupport 
15,000 men? This is a queſtion of empire, and not of party. 

I have heard in this Houte great profeiſions of gratitude, and 
are we now to be told we want gratitude, or are we to baniſh the 
idea of generofity from theſe walls? I] ſay you owe to Great 
Britain the plantation trade? You have now an intereſt in the 
empire of England, to defend it againſt any attack of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, and you are only to maintain a part of the army for 
the general defence of the empire: to maintain 15,000 men. It 
| Is but juſtice to maintain them, for Great Britain has increaſed her 

navy, which is for the | ſax of this kingdom as well as Great 
Britain; you are neceſſatily bound to contribute in fome ſhape or 
otherz and you are aſked to continue the army of 15,000 men. 
Strike off all idle expences, look to the accounts, look to the 
civil eſtabliſhment, there is an increaſe of 200, oool. but the mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment ought not to be cut off. Apply the amputa- 
tion where neceſſaty z but do not diſband the army. The ſpirit 
of the people of England is in favour of Ireland, it is unwiſe to 
make her regret thoſe periods in Which ſhe gave you advantages; 
there was a firmneſs and moderation in the conduct of Iriſbmen 
then, and the high charaQter of Ireland will be advanced in ad- 
hering to the fame conduct now. Great Britain was the object of 
your heart in 1769, and will you in 1783, be conſidered as want- 
ing faith? For in 1782, you told Great Britain you would ſtand or 
fall by her. Will you now fully the honour of the _ Iriſh nation 
by diſbanding 3,000 men, for ſaving of 50,000. in order to take 
from England thoſe men which you augmented in 1769, before 

you received any benefits? 

No man has a greater reſpect for the people than I have, but 
with teſpect to the preſent queſtion, it is for the honour of the 
nation theſe men ſhould be maintained. 

This is not a queſtion of equalization, the point to be decided 
is, whether the expences of your army can be diminiſhed ; can 
you diminiſh the pay of a ſoldier a halfpenny per day? You cannot 
doit, or you muſt firſt order the prices of the neceſſaries of life to 
be leſs. It is not the object or wiſh of the people to pick the 
pocket of a poor ſoldier of a halfpenny a day. I think it is for 


-_— © &@ - — — e ty — — 


SS © » DPpVAnN A = = 


my my ot 


& f DB — — 


— 


Q. oo — —— — — 


8 2 + er 6 


the intereſt of my country, that theſe 15,000 ſhould be maintain- 
ed, as they are part of the army for the whole empire. I am for 
making all praQticable retrenchments. Let us go into the com- 
mittee, and ſee whether you cannot make other retrenchments. 
This queſtion has been pretty fully diſcuſſed, I ſhall only add, 
that as far as I know of the preſent adminiſtration, they will enter 
into every practicable co my; I do nat conform to them, but 
they conform to me; a man may do juſtice to both. Wich reſ- 
pect to the court of admiralty in this kingdom being put on an 
eſtabliſhment ſeparately from England, our right to external le- 
giſlation, was a ſpontaneous unſolicited grant ſrom Great Britain. 
We have got an annual bill of ſupply, but theſe meaſures were 
not hlazoned out. With reſpect to the reduction of our military 
eſtabliſhment, while I live I never will take away the forces of 
our common empire. \ 

Mr. Brownlow ſaid, I never roſe with greater diffidence or re- 
luctance to oppoſe the Right Honourable Gentleman under whoſe 
banners I have ſo often fought, though unequal to the combat; 
my maxim is, to condemn meaſures, not men. It requires no great 
abilities to ſee, that the expence of 12,000 men muſt be leſs than 
maintaining 15, ooo. The queſtion is, whether a retrenchment is 


I 05 


neceſſary ? Our accumulated debt is a proof of this. Our free 


trade is nothing but a name at preſent, it produces nothing but 


expences; the numerous applications from infant manufactures for 


aid, is a ſufficient proof of this. Great Britain does not require 


* 


io large an army, for her dominions are reduced. We were ne- 


ver remiſs in ſhewing our affection for our ſiſter kingdom, but the 
military eſtabliſhment is the only fund where retrenchment can 
now be made. 

Mr. Fl:2d4.—There is one idea, which I cannot ſuffer to remain 
upon the breaſt of the Houſe for a minute. I ſay, on the breaſt of 
the Houſe, for it is addreſſed to our paſſions.— It would be diſ- 
honourable, we are told, in the moment of Britain's diſtreſs, to 
withdraw our quota of troops, and to break the covenant, which 
we had made with her in her days of proſperity.—Who will fa 
there ever was any ſuch covenant ? Who will ſay that any fuch 
covenant now exiſts If there be, let it be thewn ; that if it be 
expreſs, we may rectify and perform it. If it be implied, that 
we may conſider the extent of that implication. —I will not ſuffer 
ideal imaginary covenants to obtrude themſelves on the public 
ſentiments. By ſuch covenants every motion for ceconomy may 
be barred, every attempt for retrenchment defeated; for you may 
be called breaker. of covenants on every other occaſion, and with 
equal juſtice be taxed with ingratitude. 

Mr. Grattan.—1 ſaid that the military eſtabliſhment was coven- 
anted; but I never ſaid that I would ſupport domeſtic profuſion : 
I never ſaid, I would bar every kind of œcõ my. 
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Mr. Flzzd.—l fay the principle goes to that, it either gives a 
ſanction to all expence, or it does not.—If it does, it is an abſo- 
lute prohibition to ceconomy. I ſay no expreſs covenant can be 
ſhewn, and I truſt I will prove that no implied covenant exiſts.— 
I ſay, no man can ſhew that the expence of the army is ſuch, as 
we areeven now able to bear : and did we then agree, that if Eng- 
land acknowledged the right of Ireland, we were to ſupport 15,090 
men? Mr. Fitzpatr ck, the Secretary at War in Great Britain, 
was here when the covenant was made, if any covenant ever was 
made; now, Mr. Fitzpatrick, when he propoſed the reduction 
of the Britiſh troops, ſaid that as to Ireland, he could not ſay 
what number of troops her parliament would think proper to ſup- 

Was this the language of one, who knew of a covenant, 
and he muſt have known it, if any covenant had exiſted—!I rel 
upon it if there had, Mr. Fitzpatnck would have faid, Ahe Irifh 
nation is bound by covenant to maintain ſuch a number of troops; 
and I contend for it that as he did not uſe this argument, that the 
Bridiſh nation does not conſider us as bound to maintain any ſpe- 
cific number of forces. It is wrong, therefore, at a late hqur of the 
night, to impoſe a covenant on us. It is an idle dream, and I 
ſhould think myſelf che baſeſt man in the world to tell you that 
ſuch a covenant exiſted. ——-1 do not wiſh to give you liberty, to 
ſtrip you of that liberty.— I could go much 23 but my ill 
ſtate of health prevents me. I do not want to go into the ſtate 
of the expences in 1751.—lI am not here with a mill ſtone about 
my neck, to give my aſſent to meaſures I cannot ſupport. I muſt 
depend — the = of this Houſe to believe I could add much 
more in favour of this motion, if my health permitted me. 

Mr. Grattan.—The Honourable Gentleman miſtakes me ſtrange- 
ly, if he ſuppoſes, that I ſaid the covenant was preferred toge- 
ther with our claim of right. We ſaid, indeed, to England when 
we preferred that claim, that we muit ſhare her conſtitution, and 
would ſhare her fate; and I admit that we are not bound in lau, 
to ſupport the eſtabliſtunent, though I contend, we are bound in 
bancur 


Mr, Denis Daly, —The Honourable Gentleman who propoſed 
the amendment, has ſupported it with all his uſual ability, and 
with that eloquence which can make the worſe appear the better 
reaſon ; and ſo plauſible does that reaſoning appear, that nothing 
but the moſt full conviction of the principle, could make me at- 
tempt to ſupport the military eſtabliſhment as it now ſtands. 

In tupporting that eſtabliſhment, I have the ſanction of an act 
of this Houſe; | have a ſanction which I confider almoſt as highly as 
the authority of the Honourable Gentleman himſelf. For the aug- 
mentation was founded on a principle which had the ſupport of all 
parties, It is recollected by every body, that when the augmen- 
tation was firſt propoſcd it was rejected. On its ſecond propoſi- 
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tion, it was received as an acceſſion to the conſtitution. If it 
was at that time prudent to increaſe our army, what has ſince 
happened to authorize a reduction, or to ſhew that it is neceſſa- 


ry? On the contrary, I ſay, our ſituation hoth external and in- 


ternal, rather calls for an augmentation. If after the laſt wars, 
when the reputation of England was a tower of ſtrengil, it was 
proper to increaſe our armies, what ought we to do at this 
day, when the efforts of France and Spain have been more ſuc- 
ceſsful? 

value ceconomy as much as any man, but ceconomy is dearly 
purchaſed, with the loſs of ſafety, | 

America was the theatre of former wars, it is now the ally of 
our enemies. Minorca might alſo have been formerly called a 
kind of outwork to Ireland, it is now in the hands of Spain; and 
it is not improbable that the Houſe of Bourbon will profit by her 
paſt experience; ſhe will not year after year, waſte her blood and 
ſpend her treaſure before Gibraltar, but if a war broke out again, 
will carry it into this country; and I cannot therefore agree to iirip 
it of its defence, _ 

The volunteers of Ireland have been mentioned in this debate. 
To give them praiſe is but to join the general voice; but] can- 
not think, that it would be prudeat to leave the defence of the 
kingdom to a body of men, whoſe {lighteſt motion government does 
not direct, and whom the ſtate has not the power to retain embo- 
died for a fingle hour, 

Were I worthy to ſuggeſt a ſentiment to thoſe great and reſ- 
pectable bands, it is, that they ſhould reſerve themſelves for great 
occaſions, and not liſten to the inflammatory ſpeeches of men, 
whoſe utmoſt withes are to miſlead them. 

Mr, F1;24,—The Honourable Gentleman has learned his lan- 
guage from his ſituation; and has ſoon become an adept in the 
{ſpeeches which flow from office. | 

Mr. Daly,—I do declare, I never did make any one official 
ſpeech whatſoever in my life; and rather than do ſo, I would follow 
the example of the Honourable Gentleman himſelf, and be filent 
while in office, 


The Houſe then divided, 
For the Amendment, — 65 
Againſt the Amendment, — 143 
Tellers for the Ayes, the Honourable Mr. Browne, and Mr. 
Parſons. 


Tellers for the Noes, General Luttrell, and Major Doyle, 

The main queſtion, as propoſed by Sir Henry Cavendi/b, was then 
put, and carried unanimouily, 

Mr. #:/ter moved, that it be an inſtruction to the committee of 
ſupply, to inquire how many men are neceflary for the defence of 


this kingdom. 
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Mr. Fhed propoſed the queſtion of adjournment, which was ne- 
gatived. | | 

The queſtion for going intg the committee of ſupply propoſed 
by Mr. tefter, was put and carried in the affirmative. 


Right Honourable 7% F:fer then moved, ©* That it be an in- 
ſtruction to the committee of ſupply, to confider what bounties on 
the ſale of woollen cloths, and woollens mixed, cottons and cot- 
tons mixed, thread and thread mixed, would beſt conduce to en- 
courage theſe manufaQuures.” 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, he would have no objection to ſuch bounties, 
if he did not clearly perceive they were meant as a ſubſtitute for 
protecting duties, which alone can reſcue the poor of this coun- 
try from their preſent miſerable ſtate. That the duties on wrought 
goods between this kingdom and England, bore no degree of pro- 

rtion; for example, on broad cloths imported here from Eng- 

and there is but ſix-pence a yard, whereas on the cloths of Ireland 
brought into England, the enormous duty of two pounds and ſix- 
pence ſterling was laid; coarſe and narrow cloths from England 
paid only two-pence per yard here, whereas our cloths cf the 
fame deſcription were liable to four ſhillings and ſix-pence a 


Mr. Alcock moved, that glaſs be included in theſe manufactures 
which are to receive a bounty on the ſale; at leaſt ſuch as is 
wrought at Waterford. 

The Frevoſ ſpoke in favour of the glaſs manufactory at Cork, 
and ſaid an immenſe capital had been tunk in this infant manufac- 
ture, but, continued he, I do not think a bounty on the ſale 
fo efficacious a mode of encouraging this or any other infant ma- 
nufacture as a ſum of money, for when the manufacture is brought 
to perfection it does not require bounties : I ſhall therefore, if the 
petition of the glaſs manufacture of Cork is not attended to, oppoſe 
the granting of any bounties whatever.” 

Sir Veſey Colclaugb deſired that copper might be included in the 
bounties. 

Mr. Hartley ſpoke in favour of ſilk as an object. 

Mr. Corry ſpoke in favour of manufacturers in paper-making, 
one manufactory of which had been begun at Newry. 

Mr. Fefter objected to any addition to his motion. 


Mr. Molyneux made ſome pertinent obſervations on the conduct 
of adminiſtration, who directed their ceconomy to grants for en- 
couraging manufaCtures, while they encourage profuſion in other 
reſpects: and ſaid the night was now too far ſpent to enter upon 


the committee of ſupply, and therefore moved, that the Houte do 
adjourn. 1 
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In conſequence of which the queſtion being put, there appear- 
ed for the adjournment, 


Ayes, — — — 47 
Noes, — — 3 93 
Majority, — 46 : 


The queſtion was then put, for including copper, ſilk, and 
glaſs, in the inſtructions, when it was negatived without a diviſion. 

The original motion of Mr. F:fter, reſpecting the bounties, was 
then carried, nem. con. | 

Mr. Feſter then moved, That it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee of ſupply, to take into conſideration that part of the Lord 
Lieutenant's ſpeech that reſpected the eſtabliſhments; the report 
from the committee of accounts; and the ſeveral applications for 
encouragement to manutaCtures and public works,” — Paſſed nem. 
Con, 
Mr. Hartley ſaid, that as by an unayoidable delay, the examina- 
tion into the merits of the petition from the corporation of the city 
of Dublin, for aid in carrying on the ballaſt office, had not been 
fully entered into, he moved, That the ſaid petition be referred 
to the committee of ſupply.” 


No queſtion was' put on the motion, but the petition was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


The order of the day being read, for entering into the commit- 
tee of ſupply, 


. 'The Houſe accordingly refolved into the grand committee of 
upply. , | 
The Right Honourable John Feſter in the chair. 

The Attorney General then began the firſt of Lis official moti- 
ons, viz. 

Reſolved, ** That the debt of this nation at Lady-day, 1783, 
was 1,919, 386/. 

That the nation is alſo liable to the intereſt of life 
annuities on the ſum of 440,000). at ſeven per cent.—Agreed to, 
nem. con. 

That the ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty, to commence 
the 25th December, 1783, continue for tifteen months, that is, 
until the 25th of March, 1785.“ 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, that it was the general ſenſe ofthe 
nation, that the money bills ſhould not exceed the term of fix 
months; he moved as an amendment, That the words Six 
** MoxnTus be inſerted inſtead of fifteen months.” 

Mr. Hartley declared he ſeconded the motion, as he was in- 
ſtructed to vote for no bill of ſupply for a longer term than fix 
months, until the great national meaſures now pending be de- 
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cided. The queſtion on the amendment was then put, when 
there appeared, | 
Ayes for the amendment, — 32 
Noes, — _ 92 


Majority againſt the Six Months Money Bill — 60 
The A t9rney General then made two motions reſpecting the 
military eſtabliſhment, on the large ſcale of 15,000 effective men 
being maintained for the defence of the nation, 12,000 always to 

remain therein 2 1 35 
Mr. Molyneux and Mr. Montgomery of Cavan threw out ſome far- 

caſtic obſervations on the meaſure of keeping this force. 

The queſtion paſſed without a 8 and the Houſe ad- 
Journed to next day. 


= — cos 


TovesDay, NOVEMBER 11, 1783, 


Two Wembers ſworn.— The call of t' e defaulters continued, 
and ſeveral ordered into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. 


The Right Honourable the Speat-r, reported that he had, pur- 
fuant to order, communicated by letter, to Admiral Lord Howe, 
the reſolution of this Houſe of the 16th of October laſt, to which 
his Lordſhip was pleaſed by letter, to return the following an- 


ſwer: 
Landen, November the 4/h, 1783. 
SIR, } | ; 

ON my return/to town I received your letter of the 19th of 
October, incloſing the moit honourable teſtimony of the opinion 
which the Commons of Ireland entertain of my conduct in diſ- 
charge of the truſt which his Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleaſed 
to repoſe in me for the relief of Gibraltar. 

Impreſſed as I am, with a due ſenſe of this flattering diſtinc- 
tion, I cannot but at the ſame time expreſs my acknowledgments 
to you, for the very obliging terms in which you have communi- 
cated to me, the unanimous approbation of that reſpectable aſ- 
fembly. TY | 

J have the honour to be, 
With gr-at eſteem and regard, 
Sir, 5 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble Servant, 

Te the Right Homurable the 

Speaker of the Houſe of 

Commons of Ireland. 


DH a:7 EE 111 


Mr. Hartley delivered the report from the committee appointed 
to take into conſideration the petition of Benjamin Haughton. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grattan moved, That a committee be appointed to en- 

vire into the expence of colleCting the revenue.” 

The proceeding on this motion was interrupted by Mr. George 
P:nſenby, who moved, * that leave be given him to bring in a 
bill for altering the law relative to Cultodiums.” Granted ac- 
cordingly. : 

He then obſerved, ſome ſevere animadverſions had lately been 
made from the other ſide of the Houſe, on the raiſing of fencible 
or provincial regiments, and an enquiry threatened ; now if ſome 
gentleman from that ſide did not by this day week make ſome mo- 
tion on that ſubject, he ſhould himſelf move _ it, 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, that there were ſo many papers and 
accounts to be looked into before that buſineſs could be brought 
forward, that one week was too ſhort a period. 

t. Grattan then reſumed his motion reſpeQting the collection 
of the revenue, and ſaid, he was convinced it was an object of 
retrenchment, as though there was an increaſe in the revenue 
laſt year of 150, oool. it would have been much more if the col- 
lection had not amounted to 165, per cent; and he was certain 
that it could be collected at an expence of 10 per cent, 

Right Hon. Mr. Beresfrd ſaid, that the more minutely the 
accounts of the revenue department were inſpected, the greater 
would be his ſati faction, and that of the gentlemen with whom 
he had the honour to fit at the revenue board; however, the a- 
mount of the collection, though much greater than he wiſhed, 
was not ſo great as the Right Hon, Gentleman had ſtated, for in 
it he had included the incidental .expences of the Cuſtom-Houſe, 
and great works now carrying on; were theſe deducted, the ex- 
pence of collection would not amount to fourteen per cent. 
though formerly it had been eighteen: beſides, in comparing this 
country with England, gentlemen had fallen into a miſtake. A 
ſingle great diſtiller in England, pays more duty than an whole 
country here, though he requires but one officer to watch him, 
and the country perhaps forty, He ſaid, there 2:e twenty-ſix 
ports in Ireland, of which nineteen do not produce a revenue 
equal to the expence of guarding them; and the whole balance 
in the public favour, ariſes from ſeven ports, Dublin, Cork, 
Waterford, Belfaſt, Limerick, Derry, and Newry, though the 
neceſſity of watching the inferior ports muſt be obvious to every 
man. Now it is ſaid, that in England the revenue is collected at 
ſeven per cent. but of thoſe ſeven ports that have been mention- 
ed, the revenue is colleQed at fiveand ninetenths per cent. the 
manner of eſtimating the expence of collecting in England, and 
comparing it with this country is unfair; England has been a 
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market for the whole world, goods have been imported there and 
paid heavy duties, for the purpoſe of re-exportation when thoſe 
duties are drawn hack. This increaſes her fictitious revenue, 
though it does not add one farthing to the real one; and this 
reduces the relative proportion of expence in the collection. 
The revenue board of Ireland, which was originally conſtitu- 
ted for revenue buſineſs only, has had the buſinets and expences 
of the whole ſtate heaped upon it. The expence of paſſing bills, 
and ſundry circumſtances of the law buſineſs, have raiſed that 
particular charge from 1800, per annum, to 4800. The reve- 
nue cruiſers, which government employed for convoying troops, 
did in the laſt year ſtand in 32,000/. which is charged as a reve- 
nue expence. Nay, the very expreſſes which government ſends 
to different places on government affairs muſt be paid by the reve- 
nue board. Thoſe things together make a prodigious ſum, and 
jt is all charged to the prodigality of the commithoners of reve- 
nue, who are blamed for expences in which they have no manner 
of concern. For my part, continued he, it is the defire of my 
heart, that every gentleman in the nation ſhould be acquainted 
with our tranſactions, and that parliament ſhould ſcrutinize them 
wich the utmoſt attention. The revenue incidents have many 
improper charges upon them; and ſalaries, which if they ought 
to appear any where, ought to appear upon your eſtabliſhment. 
Mr. Grattan faid, that he would not mention a time for the in- 
veſtigation of revenue matters, though he thought parliament 
ſhould take it upg{peedily, and fairly enquire into them. He 
thought the Right Gentleman had very candidly explained 
to the Houſe the gefition of that department. As to the inci- 
dents which enct ed the expence of collecting, not by in- 
duſtry but by idlenefs, they ſhould be cuttailed at preſent, and 
guarded from abuſe in future; for if people who have ſalaries on 
that liſt, were placed on the penſion liſt, parliament would {ce 
them, and ſtrike them off. But as at preſent circumſtanced, 
the revenue incidents might be called a concealed penſion liſt. 
Sir John Parnel ſaid, that to ſtand back would be a cenſure on 
the conduct of the commiiſioners, and would ſeem as if they 
feared to bring their tranſactions to light. He admitted there were 
many abuſes in the revenue department; that department was un- 
der a particular controul, but he rejoiced that that controul was 
under the controul of parliament. He invited the Houſe to en- 
ter into an examination of the commiſſioners conduct, and ſaid 
that nothing would more redound to their honour, But there 
was one thing that- might be charged as a blame upon the Houſe; 
country gentlemen did not teach their tenants an obedience to 
the revenue laws, and there was amongſt all ranks of people a 
diſpoſition to oppoſe them; every little merchant was ready to 
infirace, and verſed in conducting ſuits againſt the revenue; and 


SS AT & © 5 113 
the general deſire ſeemed to be, to avoid as much as poſſible the 
payment of legal duties. | | 

Mr. Moſon expreſſed himſelf to the ſame effect, and ardently 
defired an inquiry. | 5 

Mr. David Latouche ſaid I riſe for a third time in this Houſe, 
to preſent a petition from a much diſtreſſed and injured ſet of men, 
the ſugar bakers cf Ireland; for relicf. a | 

He * the petition accordingly, and it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 5 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, the Houſe were in honour bound to reſcind 
the alterations that had been made in England in the bill of equa- 
lization in 1780, and recur to the regulation they had made for 
that buſineſs previous thereto, | 

Mr. Feſter then ſaid, he would make the motion he had given 
notice of a few nights ago, namely, 

Reſolved, That no money be made payable for any grant to 
any public work, canal, pier, harbour or building, until the 
expenditure of all ſums, if any, which may have been granted 
for the ſame during the latt ſeven years; ſhall have been account- 
ed for before the Commithoners of Impreſt Accounts, nor unleſs 
a plan and eftimate of the work 1 be depoſited with the 
ſad Commiſſioners, before it be undertaken; nor until proof 
ſhall be made upon oath before them that the work has been exe- 
cuted purſuant to the ſaid plan and eſtimate; or ſuch ſecurity as 
they ſhall approve be entered into by recognizance in his Majeity's 
Court of Exchequer, that the work ſhall be executed purſuant 
tothe ſaid plan and eſtimate; and accounted for before them up- 
on oath, within a time to be approved of by the ſaid Commilk= 
oners, and named in the ſaid recognizance. 

The Frovaſl obſerved, that ſome period ſhould be aſcertained, 
ſuppoſe for two or three ſeſſions back. 

The motion was agreed to nem con. 


Mr. Griffith faid—Though no man in this Houſe is a greater 
advocate for œconomy than I, yer I muſt communicate a thought 
which has juſt ſtruck me, as I think the honour of the nation is 
ntimatel y concerned therein: it is, that as we are to have annual 
ſeſſions in future, I would with ſome addition was made to the ſti- 
pend allowed to the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary, that our 
Viceroy might be enabled to ſupport the becoming ſplendor of 
the Iriſh court. It was not, he faid, from any conneCtion or ac- 
quaintance with the Viceroy or his Secretary, for he had none. 

The Speaker ſaid, that if ſuch a matter was taken up, it 
muſt be on another day. 

Mr. Pelham declared he ſhould be very ſorry the nation ſhould 
be put to any additional __ that his excellency nor he did 


nz PARLIAMENTARY 


defire it. _ If, however, the circumſtances of the nation made 
it neceſſary, he wiſhed any increaſe might be attached to the cf. 
fice, not e officer, 38 i 


Mr. Corry gave notice, that be would on Friday move an ad- 

dreſs to his Majeſty, on the Prince of Wales having attained hi: 
one-and-twentieth year, the ſubſtance of which addreſs he had 

moved the firſt day of the ſeſſion. 15 


The Order of the day being read, the Houſe purſuant thereto, 
reſolved itſelf into the committee of ſupply. The Right Hon. 
Febn Foſter, in the chair. 

The Attorney General made a few obſervations on the immenſe 
. ſums of money granted by the Houle for public works and manu- 
factures, amounting to near half the national-debt, and ſaid if he 
was ſupported therein, there ſhould not be a farthing granted thi; 
ſeſſion for theſe purpoſes z and moved, That all grants, except 
thoſe for the Dublin Society, Charter Schools and the officers of 
the Houſe, ſhall not exceed the ſum of 15,0001.” 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, that when he had lately caſt his eyes around 
to diſcover ſome proſpect of cοꝭmy, fe did not imagine the 
manufactures of this country would ever become an object thereof, 
That he had no job to carry, but he was convinced our manu- 

facturers required greater capitals than thoſe of England, as they 
es a9 to prepare all the component parts themſelves ; and 
beſide that, contend with the rich, eſtabliſhed manufaQuurers of 
England, who loſe no opportunity of deſtroying them, as was 
lately the caſe, when the people of Mancheſter ſent agents here 
to buy up all the cotton. He concluded with declaring his par- 
tiality to two great objects at this time, which was the cotton ma- 
nufacture and the grand canal. 

Mr. Kearney obſerved, that when we could not export a thread 
of our fabrics, except white linens, we encouraged our manu- 
faQtures with an unſparing hand; but nd that our exports were 
free, we ſtinted all encouragement, 

Mr. L2wther moved, that 20, oool. be fubſtituted for i 5,0000/. 

Mr. Fitzgibben ſaid, that voting 15,000/. annually, was equal 
to our formerly voting 30,000/. - 

Mr. Green.—l voted for 15,000 men on our eſtabliſhment, | 
now would vote a liberal encouragement to our manufactures, to 
enable the people to pay theſe 15,000 men.—He then launched 
out into encomiums on Mr. Smith's manufactory at Balbriggen, 
where 600 hands were employed 300010. had been expended in 
ſetting it up, but 8000/. more were required to compleat it. 
Nie then moved, that the ſum ſtinted be 30, oo. The ſum ef 12 
15,000/, was agreed to. | 


Li 
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WepxtsDay, Novemser 12, 1783. 


Sir H. Hartſtonge moved for leave to bring in a bill to regulate 
the fiſheries of this kingdom. Leave given. | 


Sir Edward Newenham moved, that an order be made, that 
the corporation books and records relating to the borough of Kil- 
mallock, be lodged with the Clerk of the Houſe, and that all who 
complained of an undue election and return for that borough, 
ſhould have liberty to inſpeC the ſame. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon objected to the motion; he ſaid he would by 
no means oppoſe the books being depoſited in ſome ſafe hands at 
a convenient time before the trial was to come on, and he 
would himſelf be anſwerable for the bringing them in, - but it 
would be highly improper to comply with the motion at preſent : 
he had ſeen ſeveral names ſigned to the petition, and had made 
every enquiry to find out who the perſons complaining were; and 
from the beſt information he could procure, one of them was 
the pariſh curate, another was the pariſh clerk, another was the 
ſexton, another the grave digger, and two other old beggarmen 
who received alms from the church; there were a few more 
names, but from the beſt accounts he could perceive,. they were 
perſons totally unknown to the people reſident in and about the 
borough. Now he was apprehenſive that if all thoſe reſpectable 
perſonages whom he had mentioned, were permitted to have the 

books in their hands for ſo long a time, they might be ſubje& 
to mutilation, There was another reaſon why he could not con- 
ſent, and that was, the agent for the petitioners had told him he 
was very much miſtaken, if he thought the perſons who had 
hgned the petition were the only people concerned; he could 
alſure him, there were many others of rank and fortune, Now, 
if there were others behind the curtain, whom he hoped to drag 
from their covert before the trial ſhould come on, he was afraid 
the corporation books might be made uſe of to ſome very bad 
purpoſes ; beſides, the borough had, by their charter, a right to 
try civil actions to the amount, he believed of 2ol. and theſe 
books would be wanting to make entries of their proceedings, and 
record their judgments ; for theſe reaſons, he muſt object to 
the books being now delivered, but he would readily agree to 
their being lodged a week before the trial. As to the rolls and 
records, he did not believe the Houſe could make any order; 
they were in the rolls office, and atteſted copies of them might 
be procured, which would be evidence before the committee, 
as they were in every c6urt of law. 

Sir Egtvard Newenham aſſured the Hon, Gentleman, for whom 
he had the higheſt reſpect, that he did not know one of the per- 
ſons whoſe names were affixed 7 che petition, not what ſituation 
| - 
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of life they were in; it had been put into his hands and recom. 
mended by ſome moſt reſpectable characters. 

Mr. Fitzgibben aſſuted the Hon. Knight, he acquitted him of 
the ſmalleſt imputation of the kind—he had aQted in a manner 
towards him which he would ever remember, with the greateſ 
thanks, particularly by 1 him, before he preſented the 
_ petition, with the circumſtances ot-it, and declaring if it was a 

itigious or vexatious one, he would, not bring it into the Houſe; 
© but it was his defire it ſhould be brought in, and he thought it 
was the duty of every member, to whom a matter of that nature 
was intruſted, to lay it before the Houſe, | 

Hon. Mr. Maſſey ſaid, he could not fit ftill and hear men of pro. 
pert» reſpectable freeholders, ſome of whom had done him the 

onour of voting for him, repreſented in fo ludicrous a light; he 
was aſked to bring in the petition, but he refuſed it for ſome par. 
ticulat reaſons; however, he knew the petitioners to be men df 


ty. 

PM. Piregibben ſaid, he had his information from a gentleman 
of undoubted veracity, on whom he could rely : he knew nothing 
of the property of the petitioners, but he knew they followed the 
occupations he had ſtated, and he did not think it fafe to truſt 
the books ſo long in the power of thoſe his reſpeQable would- 
be conſtituents. 

Thequeſtion was then put, That the books ſhould be deliver. 

to the clerk one week before the day fixed for the trial.“. 
Ordered. | | 


The Attorney General reported, that the committee appointed 
to enquire into the merits of a petition, complaining of an undue 
election for the borough of Enniſcorthy, had come to the follow- 
ing reſolutions : . 

% Reſolved, that the return made for burgeſſes to repreſeat 
the borough of Ennifcorthy is a void return, 

% Reſolved, that the returning officer made ſuch return un- 
duly and illegally.” Fey 

The Speaker was then going to put the queſtion, that he ſhould 
iſſue his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown, to ifſue a writ for the 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 

Enniſcorthy. 

Mx. Curran faid, he had great doubts whether this might be 
done: he knew the deciſion of the committee was final; but :t 
the ſame time the committee could go no further than the Houſ: 
had deputed them ; the petitioners had complained only of the 
undue election of Mr. Engliſh 3 why then ſhould the committee 
declare Mr. Longfield, who was not an object of the petition, to 
be unduly elected? that gentleman was not to be ſuppoſed to 
have gone before the committee: it was unneceſſary for hin to 
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make a defence, where he was not charged, and ſurely where it 
was not to be ſuppoſed that he made any defence, it was impro- 
rto ſay he was unduly returned. 

The Speaker ſaid, it was a new point, and if gentlemen pleaſ- 
ed, he would deter putting the queſtion for a few days, till the 
matter might be conſidered. 

Sir Henry Cavendi/h ſaid, that he was ſure the Houſe had it 
not in its power to over - rule the verdict of the ſelect committee, 
that the Houſe therefore ought not to delay an inſtant; and if the 
queſtion was withdrawn, he would himſelf move it. 

Mr. © Hara was ſure the gentleman who had raiſed this doubt 
was not acquainted with the merits of the petition, or informed 
that Mr. Longfield had, during the courſe of the trial, been abl 
defended by council; he however, expreſſed his concurrence with 
the expedient of delaying the queſtion. 

The Attorney General declared his concurrence with the opinion 
of the Hon, Memher who had ſpoken laſt but one, and he there- 
fore agreed that the Houſe muſt declare Mr. Longfield's election 
void, as well as that of Mr. Engliſh, for when he conſidered the, 
oath he had taken, he could not reconcile to his conſcience 
making any other report than that which had been made. 

The Seliciter General ſaid, that the Houſe had no diſcretion in 
this buſineſs ; for if it had in this one inſtance, it would have it 
likewiſe in every other, the conſequence of which would be our 
being reduced to the fame ſituation we were in before the election 
law was paſſed, when party, private fricndſhips and connexions 
ſwayed on theſe occaſions. | 

Mr. Corry ſaid, it were better to wait a day or two, that gen- 
tlemen might turn the matter in their minds. | 

Mr. Fitzgibbon ſaid, ſince the palling of the law, called Mr. 
Grenville's law, not one objection had been attempted to be made 
to the report of a committee, fave one which was inſtantly ſcouted 
out of the Houſe, as he hoped, would the preſent ; in this caſe, 
the petition complained, that there was no election; it was true, 
they ſaid, they intended to vote for Mr. Longtield and Mr. 
Walſh, but that the election was precipitated to prevent their 
voting at all, Now would gentlemen have a, committee of fif- 
teen men, on their oaths, ſay there was no lection, and at the 
ſame time declare Mr. Longt:eld was elected > If their intention 
to elect was to be conſidered as eleCting, the committee ſhould 
have declared Mr, Walſh and Mr. Longfield duly elected, the 
abſurdity, of which, he was ſure, would be ſeen by every man. 

The qgeſtion for iſſuing the writ was then put and carried, 


The order of the day being read, and the Speaker having 
the chair, Mr. Foſter took bis ſeat at the table. 


. 
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Col. Res moved that the ſum of 10001. per ann. be granted 
for the uſe of the inland navigation. | n 

The Atterney General moved, that zol. be granted to the 
Speaker to be diſtributed as he, ſhould think proper, to clerks 
attending the committees of elections. . 

Mr. Beresſord moved a ſum of 10ol. to be paid Mr. John 
Wetheral, to defray his ex pences in going to hk with ſeveral 
books upon the buſineſs of the nation. | | 

Mr. #elbam then roſe and ftated the national accounts; he ſaid 


he had taken up the hereditary revenue upon a medium of ſeven years 

ars antecedent to the American war, and the additional duties derſt 

had eſtimated from the laſt two years, on account of our en- M 
larged trade. The arrears for the laſt two years were 15,000, leto 
he would therefore ſuppoſe the ſum wanting to be 100, oool. but havi: 
from the many grants which had laſt night been voted, and which M 
came to about 100,000l. the ſum wanting would be 350,000. duce 
however, as there was about 20,000l. in widows penſions, which, M 
he believed, would never be called for, and ſome money in the thou 
hands of colleQors, he thought he would not be juſtifiable in * 


demanding more than a loan of 300,000l. hoping that the remain- ply | 
ing 50,000l. might be made up by the widows penſions, the FT 
money in the collectors hands, and the revenue in the poſt office; Eng 
| he wiſbed to raiſe this money by a loan, and not to tax or burthen 


the nation with any additional duties, but he would not preſcribe com: 
the manner of procuring the money, leaving it to the wiſdom of 
| parliament, M 


Mr. Flaad ſaid, he did not rife to embarraſs or give any oppo» conc 
ſition to the Right Hon. Gentleman, whenever he did, it would on a 
not be perſonally, but in a manly manner and upon the grounds of 
fair argument.— He had hoped to hear a better account from the 
Right Hon. Gentleman; but he owned he was not much com- 
forted by what had fallen from him, in the ſtatement of the national 
finances he had Juſt given, he obſerved therein ſeveral articles in 
his opinion miſtated, fo as to give a more fayourable aſpect to 
our affairs than he feared they deſerved, particularly in the credits 
taken for ſums of money, which are not forth coming, or perhaps 
never might; ſuch is a credit for 20,0001. of widows penſions 
uncalled for, but if they are called for, they muſt be paid, and 
therefore the kingdom had no right to ſuppoſe itſelf 20,000]. 
richer, for what the Right Hon. Gentleman faid—The Hon. 
Gentleman had alſo looked upon the money due from collecton 
as if it was ſure money, but he feared that he would in this find 
himſelf miſtaken, neither could he agree to the mode on which 
be had formed his eſtimates; he had taken up the hereditary re- 
venue before the American war, becauſe then it was at the higheſt, 
and he cook up the additional duties from the laſt two years, be- 
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cauſe they were then at the highet—now, certainly this was not 
fair, becauſe it was evident, that as the additional duties enctreaſ- 
ed, the hereditary revenue would decreaſe in proportion; ſo that 
in fact there is a much greater ſum deficient than 350, oool. How- 
ever, he ſhould not oppoſe the loan of zoo, oool. becauſe he knew 
it to be neceſſary. | 

Mr. Pelbam laid, that he admitted what the gentleman who 
had laſt ſpoken, had obſerved reſpecting the widows penſions ; 


ud but though he had computed the ſtatement on the ſcale of two 
en years, it was only meant to provide for iifteen months, as he un- 
icy derſtood the ſupply would not be fora longer time. 

n- Mr. Dennis Daly obſerved, that the money ſtated in the col- 
ol. leftors hands was all to be conſidered as ready money, they 
ut having acknowledged it and were prepared to pay it. 

ch Mr. Corry aſked what it was computed the La office might pro- 
ol. duce at this time ? 

ch, Mr. Pelham ſaid he could not anfwer accurately; but it was 
the thought about nine or ten thouſand pounds. 

in The Attorney General moved, that 2,156,0001, be the ſup- 
in- ply granted to his Majeſty.—Agreed. 

the That a further ſupply of 1000l. per ann. be granted for the 
ez Engliſh Proteſtant Schools. Agreed. 

nen The Houſe reſumed.—Ordered, that the report from the 
2 committee of ſupply be received to-morrow. 

Mr, George Ogle moved, that Green and Plunket, the perſons 
po· concerned in a breach of privilege in arreſting a perſon ſummoned 
= on a committee, be ordered to attend to-morrow.—Ordered. 
$ 0 ; 


— — —— 


O 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1783. 


Right Hon. John Beresford preſented a petition from the Brewers \ 
of the city of Dublin, ſetting forth the high price of mal”, now 
at 16s, to 16s. 6d; 2 barrel ; and praying the Houſe may addreſs 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to lay an embargo on tube 
exportation of malt from this kingdom. | 


Mr, Foſter ſaid a few nights ago he had ſubmitted his opinion to 
the Houte, that a bounty on the ſale of manufactured goods would 
be preferable to a grant to the manufacturer; and as there was 
an idea that the petition of Joſeph Smith, late of Lancaſhire, but 
now of Balbriggen, did come within the order that was referred 
to the committee of ſupply, which order was, “that no larger 
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ſum than 15,0001. be granted to the different manufaQturer: ;" 
he then moved, that the above petition be excepted from {aid 
order. . oj 
Mr. O'Neil ſpoke very much in favour of ſome capital cotton 
manufacturers in Belfaſt, who were too late in their application 
laſt ſethon of parliament, when 5, oool. were divided between the 
cotton manufacturers; he hoped they would not be precluded 
this time, and faid there was a manufacture fimitar to that of 
Mr. Smith's, eſtabliſhed in his neighbourhood, that deſerved en- 
couragement, ; 

Mr. Green informed the Houſe, that the petitioner, Smith, did 

t come within the deſcription of manufacturers who petitioned 
or ons: he had laid out very large ſums in building different 
works neceſſary to his manufacture, and what he prayed for, 
was to be in part reimburſed. 
Mr. O'Hara hoped, they would not rejeRt the petition for 
enlarging. the quay of Sligo—a ſea-port daily increaſing in its ex- 

rtation. 183 ä ö 
The queſtion being put on the motion, 

: Jes, —_— A 45 


The Right Hon. Dennis Daly ſaid, he had received an order from 
the Houſe of Lords, for an account of the military eſtabliſhment 
of this kingdom, which he had already delivered into this Houſe, 
but could not in time furniſh another; requeſted therefore to 
withdraw hisreturn, in order to comply with the Lords order. 
Leave was given him accordingly. 85 | 


The Right Honourable John Fafter, according to order, re- 
rted from the committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was 
referred to take into conſideration the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, as alſo his Excellency the Lord [th ſpeech, the 
reſolutions which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 
table, where the ſame were read, and are as follow: 

1. Reſolved, That a ſum not exceeding 1,919, 386/. 5s. 740 
was the debt of the nation at Lady-day, 17833. 

2. Reſolved, That the nation is alſo liable to the payment of 
certain life annuitics,- at the rate of 6/, per cent. per annum, 
for a ſum of 440,000/. and is alſo liable to the payment of certain 
other life annuities at the rate of 7/. 105. per cent. per annum, for 
e D ; 
3. Reſolved, That a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty towards 
| — of the ſaid * or — ſu * Rl ſeveral 

ches ofthe eſtabliſhments, and for defraying the other necel- 
ſary expences of Government, for fifteen months, from the 25: 
day of December, 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785. 
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4. Reſolved, That 12, ooo effective men, commiſſion and non- 
commilſion officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained with- 
in this kingdom for ics defence. 

5. Reſolved, That to enable his Majeſty to carry into executi- 
on his gracious intentions, and determined reſolution, ſignified to 
us by Ris Excellency the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, late Lord 
Lieutenant of this kingdom, by his Majeſty's command, to keep 
within this kingdom, for the necetſary defence of the ſame, 
12,000 effective men, commitilion and non-commiſſion officers in- 
cluded, at all times, unlets in caſe of invaſion or rebellion in Great 
Britain, 3092 men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers in- 
cluded, be maintained for one year and three months, from the iſt 
day of January, 1784, to the ziſt day of March, 1785, inciu- 
five, ſo as that the forces on the eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may 
amount to 15,092 effective men, commiiſion and non-commithon 
othcers included. 

6. Reſolved, That a ſum of 4000). be given to the Right Hon. 
the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to enable him to maintain 
the ſtate and dignity of his office. 

7. Reſolved, That 2 ſum after the rate of 2000/. per annum, 
be given for one year and three months, from the 25th day of De- 
cember, 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785, to the Truſtees 
of the Linen Manufacture, to encourage the raiſing ſufficient quan- 
tities of hemp and flax in this kingdom. ; 

8. Reſolved, That a further tum, after the rate of 2000!. per 
annum, for one year and three months, be given to the Trutices of 
the Linen Manufacture, for the encouragement of the hempen and 
faxen manufactures, during the faid time, in the provinces of 
Leinſter, Munſter and Connaught. 

9. Reſolved, That the ſeveral ſums granted to the Truſtees of 
the flaxen and hempen manufactutes be exempted from the pay- 
ment of all fees. 

10. Reſolved, That a ſum of 509/. be given to Thomas Burgh, 
Esdo; Accountant General, as a reward for his expence and trouble 
in preparing and ſtating the public accounts of the nation, laid 
before this Houſe this ſeſſion of parliament, | 

11. Refolved, That a ſum of zool. be given to Henry Gore, 
Efqz as a reward for his expence and trouble in preparing and 
making out the account of the imports and exports for two years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1783, purſuant to the order of this 

ouſe. | 

12, Reſolved, That a ſum of 500. be given to Thomas Ellis, 
Clerk of this Houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this 
ſelſion of parliament. | 

13. Refolved, That a ſum of 400l. be given to Benjamin Hig- 
gins, Clerk Aſſiſtant, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 
this ſeſſion of parliament, | | 
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14. Reſolved, That a ſum of 1000/. be given to Dixie Cod- 


dington, Serjeant at Arms, as a reward for his attendance and ſer- 


vice this ſcion of parliament, 
15. Reſolved, That a ſum of 4oo/. be given to James Corry, 
Clerk of the Journals and Records, appointed in purſuance of 2 
rt of a committee of this Houſe, for his trouble and expence in 
the executicn of his office. 

16. Reſolved, That a ſum of 200/. be given to Dawſon Ellis, 
Clerk of the Engroſſments, as a reward for [4h attendance and ſet- 
vice this ſeſſion of parliament. 

17. Refolved, That a ſum of 600/. be given to George Frede- 
rick Wiaſtanley, and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the 

committee of accounts, and other committees, as a reward for 
their attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equal- 
ly divided between them. 5 

18. Reſolved, That a ſum of 2501. be given to George Frede- 

rick Winſtanley, and Jonathan Rogers, Committee Clerks of this 


Houfe, for their extraordinary trouble and expence in this ſeſſion 


of parliament in attending ſele& committees, , 
_ Reſolved, That a ſum of 1 12/. be given to Abraham Brad- 
ley I 


ng, for printing the public accounts, laid before the Houſe” 


this ſeſſion of parliament. 5 

20. Refolved, That a ſum of 1001. be given to Laurence Senſi, 

as a reward for his trouble and attendance 1a delivering the votes to 
the Members this 1efſion of parliament. 

21. Reſolved, That a ſum of 200/. be given to James Mc. Cow- 
en, and Henry Holmes, door-keepers to this Houſe, as a re- 
ward for their attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to 
be equally divided berween them. 

22. Reſolved, That a tum of 400l. be given to the Speaker, to 
be by him divided among the back door-keepers and meſſengers at- 
tending this Houſe, being thirteen in number, in ſuch manner as 
he ſhall direct. 

23. Reſolved, That a ſym of 200/. be given to Thomas 
Leſtrange, for his extraordinary care and trouble in attending this 
Houſe as Aſſiſtant Serjeant at arms. 

24 Reſolved, That a ſum of 200/, be given to John Wetherall, 
for his extraordinary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts by 
him laid before this Houte, and in attending this Houſe this ſeſſion 
of parliament. 

25. Reiclved, That a ſum of 300!l. be given to Paul Le Bas, 
Examinator of Cora Premiums, on account of the great increaſe 
of his trouble in examining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, 
and for his expences in payment of clerks in the two years ending 
at Lady-day, 1783. | 

26. Reſolved, That a ſum of 200/. be given to John Swan, Ex- 
aminator of Exciſe, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in 
preparing the accounts laid before this Houſe, 
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27. Reſolved, That a ſum of 100l. be given to Henry Smyth, 
Deputy Paymaiter of Corn Premiums, for his extraordinary trou- 
ble and expence, in preparing accounts by him laid before this 
Houſe for two years, ending Midiummer, 1783. 

28. Reſolved, That a Sum of 1200/, be given to Sir Roger 
Palmer, Bart. in conſideration of his extraordinary attendance, 
care and expence in the office of Paymaſter of Corn Premiums dur- 
ing the two years, ending Michaelmas, 1783. 

29. Reſolved, That a tum of 200/. be given to Thomas Ellis, 
for his trouble and expence in preparing copies, ſuperintending the 
priating and making an index to the twentieth volume of the Jour- 
nals of chis Houſe. ; 

30. Reſolved, That a ſum of 5000/1. be given to the Dublin 
Society for the improvement of Huibandry, and other uſeful arts 
in Ireland, particularly for the encouragement of the glaſs ma- 
nufacture, and to enable them to continue premiums far the ex- 
tenſion of old and introduction of ne manufactures in this king- 
dom; one half of the ſaid ſum at the leaſt to be applied to the en- 
couragement of agriculture and 1 

31. Refolved, That a ſum of 5000. be given to the Incorpo- 
rated Society, towards ſupporting the Proteſtant Charter Schools 
ofthis kingdom. 

32. Retolved, That a ſum of 3000!. be granted to the Lord 
Chancellor, and Chief Judges, to enable them to pay the debt by 
them contraQted in buiiding offices for the public Records, and 
towards carrying on the ſaid building. | | 
33. Reſolved, That a ſum of 5000/l. be given to the Gover- 
nors of the Foundling Hoſpital and Work-houſe, towards ena- 
bling them to difcharge the debts by them contracted for the uſe 
of that charity, and towards ſupporting their neceſſary expen- 
ces. 4 
34. Reſolved, That the ſum cf 15007. be granted to the Go- 
vernors of St. Patrick's Hoſpital, to enable them to pay a debt con- 
tracted by them in buildings, furniture and repairs. 

35. Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000/. be given to the Hiberni- 
an Marine Society, towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. 

36. Reſolved, That the fum of 1000/. be en to the Go» 
vernors of the Hibernian School, for the ſupport of that charity. 

37. Reſolved, That a ſum of 3000/, be granted to the Board 
of Firſt Fruits, for building new churches, and rebuilding old 
churches in ſuch pariſhes as no divine public ſervice has been per- 
tormed in for twenty years paſt. * 

25 Reſolved, That the ſum of 250/. be given to the Pariſh Mi- 
niſter and Church Wardens of the pariſh of Killurine, in the coun- 
ty of Wexford, to enable them ro complete and finiſh the pariſh 
Church of Killurine. 55 e NN” 

39. Reſolved, That the ſum of 2000/. be granted to the Viſi- 
tors of Kilkenny College, to enable them to complete the ſame. - 


+ 


24  YARLIAMENTARY 


40. Refolved, That the ſum of 5700. be given to Thomas El- 
Iis, to be by him paid for the coſt of reprinting the new edition of 
the journals of this Houſe. 

41. Reſolved, That the Tum of 15007. be granted to Thomas 
— his trouble and care in reprinting the new edition of the 
urnals. 
N 42. Reſolved, That the ſum of 3000. be given to the Corpo- 
ration for the Relief of the Poor in the City of Dublin, for the 
— the Houſe of Induſtry, in ald of the charitable contri- 
ns. 


Bradley, the coſt of printing and binding five hundred of the twen- 
tieth volume of the journals, delivered by her for the uſe of the 
members of this Houſe. 

44. Reſolyed, That a ſum of 912/. 125. be given to Mary Hay, 
the coſt of forty-eight ſets of the ſtatutes of Ireland, in nine 
2 delivered by her for the uſe of the members of this 

ouſe. ' | | | 

45- Refolved, That the ſum of 400/. be granted for the rebuild- 
ing the church of Rathfarnham. . 

46. Reſolved, That the ſum of 2000. be granted to the Truſ- 
tees of the Circular Road, to difcharge incumbrances on the ſaid 
road, and towards compleating the fame. i 
J. Reſolved, That a ſum of 1000). be given to Benjamin Hig- 
Zins, Clerk Aſſiſtant, for his extraordinary trouble in balloting 2 
Committees to try controverted elections. 

48. Reſolved, That a ſum of 20000. be granted to Joſeph Smith, 
to enable him to finiſh tiſe machinery he has begun at Balbri ggen. 

49. Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000/. be granted to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Roſs, the Right Honourable Thoma:-Co- 
nolly, and George Montgomery, Eiq; towards carrying on the 
navigation from Lake Erne, to Woodtord Lake, in the county of 


50. Reſolyed, That the ſum of 600/. be granted to Edward 
Fitzgerald, Eſq; to enable him to complete a pier at Liſcannor. 

51. Refolved, That the ſum of 5000/. be given to the Right 
Honourable John O'Neill, the Right Honourable Barry Yelver- 
ton, the Honourable Hercules Rowley, Charles Ruxton, Eſq; 
Conway Richard Dobbs, Eſq; and Ezekiel Davis Wilſon, Eſq; 
Mayor of Carrickfergus, to repair the Quay of Carrickfergus, 
52. Reſolved, That a ſum of 1000/7. be granted to Adam 
Colclough and Pat. Colclough, to work the coal mines and a 
ſteam machine on the Lands of Donan. | | 

53. Reſolved, That the ſum of 10001. be given to the truſtees 
appointed for carrying on the improvements of Cork harbour, 
to be expended in the ſame. | 


43; Reſolved, That the ſum of 5180. 155. be given to Sarah 
[ 
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54. Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000l. be given to the Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Burgeſſes and Commons of the county of the town of 
Drogheda, to enable them to improve the navigation of the 
River Boyne from the Bridge of ay pA to the Sea. 

55. Reſolved, That the ſum of 500“. be granted to John 
Howard Kyan, Eſq; to enable him to build a {melting houſe 
and flatting mill at Ballymurtagh and Crownbawn, in the coun- 
ty of Wicklow, | 

56. Reſolved, That a ſum of 20001. be granted to Richard 
Talbot, Eſq; to enable him to complete his machinery at Ma- 
lahide. | 

57. Reſolved, That the ſum of 500/. be given to the Miniſ- 
ter and Church Wardens of the pariſh of St. Nicholas without, 
in the city of Dublin, towards rebuilding the church of ſaid 


ſh. 
#7" Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000/7. be granted to Denis 
Powes Daly and Anthony Daly, Eſqrs. to be by them expended 
towards rendering the harbour of Galway more ſafe and commo- 
dious, and for the improvement of the ſame, | 

59. Reſolved, That the ſum of 2o000/. be granted to John 
Staples and James Caulfield, Eſqrs. to enable them to ereQ a 

engine at their collieries in Tyrone. | 
60. Reſolved, That the ſum of 1000). be granted, for the 


purpoſe of improving the harbour of Dublin, to ſuch perſons and 


to be applied in ſuch manner as ſhall hereafter be directed by par- 


liament. 


61. Reſolved, That the ſum of 1400). be granted to the Right 
Honourable Lord Kilwarlin, Robert Roſs, Eſq; and George 
Hamilton, Eſq; towards ereCting a light houſe on the ſouth 
rock on the eaſt coaſt of the county of Down. 

62. Reſolved, That the ſum of 15, oool. be granted for the 
purpoſe of paying bounties on the fale of the following manufac- 
tures of this kingdom; that is to ſay, the manufactures of wool, 
of wool mixed, of cotton, of cotton mixed, thread, kent- 
ings, and manufactures of iron or copper, to be applied after 
ſuch rate and under ſuch conditions and regulations as ſhall be 
directed by parliament. ; 

63. Reſolved, That a ſupply be granted to his Mijeſty for 
the uſe of the 1 I for promoting and carrying on an in- 


* 


land navigation in Ireland, in order to enable them more effectual- 


ly to carry on the ſaid work. | 
64. Reſolved, That the further ſupply to be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty for the uſe of the corporation for promoting and carrying on 


an inland navigation in Ireland be a ſum not exceeding 1000/. per 
Annum. \ 


65. Reſolved, That the ſum of 100. be given to John We- 
therall, the younger, Clerk in the Examinator of the Cuſtoms of- 


* 
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fice, for his trouble and expence in London for the ſervice of 
the public. : x 

66. Reſolved, That a ſum of 300/. be paid to Doctor Ellis, 
for the purpoſe of paying the extraordinary expence which 'may 
be — by the attendance of clerks on the feleQ committees 
this ſeſſion. 

67. Reſolved, That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty be a 
ſum not exceeding 2,756, 2621. 35. 954." 

68. Reſolved, I hat a further ſuppty be granted to his Majeſty 

for the encouragement of Engliſh protettant ſchools in this 


kingdom. 

85 Reſolved, That the further ſupply granted to his Majeſty 
for the encouragement of Engliſh proteſtant ſcliools in this king- 
dom be a ſum not exceeding 1000 . for one year, from the 25th 
of March, 1784, to the 25th of March, 1785. 


The Speaker then put the queſtion on each reſolution. When 
he came to the reſolution of the ſupply being for fifteen months, 

Sir Edward Newenham propoſed as an amendment to the teſo- 
Jution, in the ſame manner as he had before done in the com- 
mittee, that the word $1 x be ſubſtituted for fifteen.” 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, it had been already debated : he had heard 
nothing new to induce him to alter his opinion againſt the amend- 

-ment. : 

Sir Edward ſaid, there was a time when the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman and he coincided in opinion; and was ſorty that of late 
they differed ſo widely. 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, the difference was not ſo great as the Hon. 
Gentleman apprehended ; he would willingly agree to it, if a 
parliamentary reform was tacked to the money bill. | 

On the queſtion being put on Sir Edward Newenham's motion, 
there were | | 


Ayes * aps 34 
Noes, — 123 


Tellers fot the ayes, Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. Moly- 


— 


neux. 
Tellers for the noes, Lord Delvin, and Mr. Marcus Beresford. 


When the Speaker came to that part of the report, that 12,000 


men are neceſſary for the defence of this kingdom, 
The Hon. Mr. Denis Brown lamented the abſence of that great 
man (Mr. H. Flood) who had fo ably demonſtrated in the com- 
mittee that ſuch a number of men was totally unneceſſary ; the 
_ tate of the finances was not able by any means to ſupport ſo great 
an expence, that retrenchment was the ſhadow, but prodigality 
the ſubſtance. He had not that lively ſenſe of grateful feeling 
for England that inſpires the gentlemen on the other ſide of the 
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Houſe, for having obtained only what was our Right; nor had 


he much ſenſe of gratitude for the protection afforded this king- 
dom during the war by the Britiſh navy, when our coaſts were 
expoſed to the depredations of the moſt paltry privateers of the 
enemy,—Yes, we had the Stag Frigate in our harbour, which 
we were told was not to protect but reſtrain our trade; that was 
a ſhip of obſervation, ſomewhar like the army of obſervation of 
12,000 men we are going to have, which fitſelf may probably 
cauſe the war that Adminiſtration ſo apprehend z but was there 
any real occaſion for an additional force in this kingdom, when 
miniſters well know how ſoon 3000 can be raiſed by giving away 
commiſſions, 

He ſaw plainly what kind of ceconomy we are to expect from 
the mock battles that are fought here with wooden ſwords on 
that ſubject. He ſhould, however, return ſeriouſly to the 
ſubject, by declaring that while we poſſeſs the internal force of 
our Volunteers—thoſe Volunteers which have ſerved ſome 
men as a ladder to climb to popularity, though now they kick it 
from under them z he was clear of opinion ſo large a ſtanding 
army was quite unneceſſary in Ireland, and that the hurrying 
the Houſe into a report after ſo tedious a ſitting in the committee 
looks unfavourably. He ſhould therefore move as an amendment, 
That the words qooo be inſerted inſtead of 12,000.” 

Hon. Mr. Pele roſe ta ſecond the motion—he declared he had 
his doubts, whether the preſent adminiſtration meant well to this 
kingdom—they had talked a great deal of their good intentions; 
but ſure ſilence is no great indication of good intentions—he had 
the honour of knowing the Right Hon. Secretary; he knew him 
to be a man of honour—but he had expected to have ſeen ere now 
a plan of ceconomy from him; if he promiſes ſuch a plan, VIl 
vote for the 12,000 men I would rather have his promiſes than 
his ſilence, and his plan than his promiſe. Oeconomy, I am 
afraid, is not his object: an Hon. Gentleman the other day had 
a job to carry z he wanted 10001. for the repair of a port (Sligo) 
when we were told by a gentleman high in office, that the returns 
from that port do not exceed its expences, fol. annually—From 
what we have ſeen of the preſent adminiſtration, we can have no 
great expectation of retrenchment, and I am authorized to ſay, 
that if the late adminiſtration had continued, we ſhould have now 
on our table a plan of retrenchment. 

Right Hon, Mr. Pelbam.—The Hon. Gentleman has held out 
ſuch a very tempting bait, that it is impoſſible for me to remain 
filent ; he ſays, that if government can ſhew a plan of economy, 
they thall have his ſupport. I am not very fond of making pro- 
miles in public or private life, but this 1 can affure the Hon. 
Gentleman, and the Houſe, that it is the intention of government 
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to manage the nacional revenues with the utmoſt frugality, and 
to make every poſlible ſaving in the different departments. 
It is not for me to doubt the good intentions of a former govern. 
ment z onthe contrary, I believe that government had the very 
beſt diſpoſition towards this country; but I muſt ſay, that in the 
offices ] find no trace of any plan of retrenchment, except in the 
barrack 'department, for which much praiſe is due. At preſent 
I think government will have an opportunity of making a very 
great ſaving in the extraordinaties of the army, 
Mr. G*Hara did not imagine the Hon. Gentleman would attack 
the motion he made the other night, by calling it a job—it was no 
job—it was only to enlarge the quay of Sligo He allowed, Sligo 
was not conſiderable for its imports z its chief trade was in its 
exports. He ſaid, that it had been his intention to move an 
amendment to the reſolution before the Houſe, in hopes of making 
ſome ſaving for the public, in a manner not liable to objeQion 
from either ſide of the Houſe ; and that though he had voted 
againſt the addreſs which firſt introduced the ſuhject of the military 
eſtabliſhment, as not uſing the ordinary terms of compliment, 
not expreſſing one principal motive for the reduction, nor any 
attention to the common intereſts of the empire, yet, he muſt not 
be ſuppoſed to relinquiſh his with for economy. He then ſaid, 
that his object had been to reduce our number of regiments, but 

not our number of men, that we might have our eſtabliſhment 
complete, without the expence of officers of many reigments. 
But he found the regiments intended were not to be ſkeleton 
regiments z and that the ſaving between the regiments intended, 
and ſuch as he was to have recommended, would not produce a 
greater ſaving than about 12,0001, a year, and that it was not 
worth while to diſtreſs the officers of a few regiments, by reduc- 
ing them to half pay, in order to make ſuch a ſaving z that it 
vas our buſineſs to conſider the two kingdoms as united in intereſt, 
and our army as the army of the empire; for if we had no natural 
connexion with Great Britain, what would we not give for ſuch 
an ally, 

Mr. Pole contended that the grant to Sligo was a job; for: 
gentleman high in office had declared that the expences were a 
great as the revenue. 

Col. Wynne corroborated what Mr. O'Hara had ſaid. 

Mr. Griffith faid, the queſtions of retrenchment and reduction 
had been ſo often and ſo ably treated in that Houſe, that very 
little remained to be urged by any one, who wiſhed to avoid 
the beaten track of argument on thoſe ungrateful ſubjects. One 
thing had, however, occured to him, which had been over- 
looked by every gentleman who had taken part in this or in 
former debates, and that was the groſs inconſiſtency of govern- 
ment. In England, the miniſter had thought proper to fatter 
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the kingdom with the reduction of the ſtanding army, becauſe they 
knew it was a popular and conſlitutional meaſure, and becauſe 
they were convinced that their very exiſtence as a, miniſtry -de- 
pended on their obtaining the good opinion and confidence of 
the people. f 

But, Sir, they have no ſuch apprehenſions for the people of 
Ireland; they think that as long as they can maintain a venal 
majority in this Houſe, they may laugh at the murmurs of the 
people; and though they have not even the ſhadow of an argu- 
ment to produce in favour of the immenſe and unneceſſary army 
which they with to load this kingdom with, they fit ſecure in a 
decided majority, But, Sir, ſince we are to be overwhelmed 
with an intolerable expence, let us endeavour to find out ſome 
means for the ſupport of it. It is not unuſual, even of late 
years, (and he faid it was certainly the practice in former days,) 
when the people voted a ſupply to government, to add to it 
ſome popular and favourite wiſh, He ſaid, it was not his inten- 
tion to embarraſs the Right Hon. Secretary with any amendment 
for this purpoſe ; but before the ſupply was granted, he wiſhed 
to hear the ſentiments of the Treafury-bench on a very important 
ſubje& to this country, he meant the protecting duties, on which 
depended the very being of manufactures and commerce in this 
kingdom, and without which our free trade would be a dead 


| letter, He faid, that he thought an explanation on this ſubje& 


the more neceſſary, as the anſwer which an honourable and very 
reſpectable gentleman (Mr. Hartley) had received from a Right 
Hon, Gentleman, who was conſidered the firſt authority in this 
country in commercial matters, (Mr. Foſter) to a queſtion which 
he had aſked relative to protecting duties, was by no means 
ſatisfatory—lt, therefore, became neceſſary for the Houſe to 
have the matter explained. 

Mr. Griffith continued to obſerve, that a great deal had been 
ſaid with reſpe& to gratitude to England; that, for his part, he 
hoped he felt and practiſed that virtue as much as any man, but, 
he confeſſed, he thought he had lately heard the word miſapplied. 
We were all ſenſible of the long political ſervitude we had ſuffer- 
ed under from England, but when the report of the committee, 
that was now enquiring into the ſtate of our trade and manufac- 
tures ſhould be made to this Houſe, he believed he ſhould hear 
no more of gratitude to England, becauſe it would be ſeen by 
that report, that the political tyranny of Great Britain over this 
country, had been lenity itſelf to this infamous ſyſtem of com- 
mercial oppreſſion. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, that if the Right Hon. Secretary 
2 wiſh to ceconomiſe, he had no oppoſition to fear from the court- 
ly gentlemen who fat _—_— him, for ſuch was their 
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complaiſance to ſecretaries, that they would not contradi& him 
even in the thing which of all others they leaſt loved - cenany. 

This was the third time · he had voted for a reduction of the army: 
—lIrt is there a conſiderable ſaving may be made; it is a large field; 
it will ſtrike at the root of expences, and tend in a great meaſure 
to the equalization of the revenue. 

Captain Burgh declared himſelf againft the motion : why not 
leave the army on the ſame footing it was 15 years ago? the ex- 
pences of it centre in the kingdom—your revenue is annually in- 
creaſing from 100,000/. to 200,000/.—England has given con- 
voys to your commerce, from country to country, without any 
expence to you ; and why not ſupport an army ?—'tis the army 
of the empire. 5 

Mr. Dudley Huſſey was of opinion, that the queſtion came to 
this point; can the circumſtances of this nation afford 12,000 
men? can any man lay his hand on his heart, and ſay, that ooo 
men are not ſufficient for its defence? 1+ 

Mr. George Penſanby never heard the late adminiſtration had form- 
ed any plan of &conomy ; if they had, why not brought forward 
- now, by ſome of their friends, and laid on the table ? 

Mr. Pele roſe to explain; he did not ſay that they had formed 
a plan, but he had authority to ſay, that if they had remained, a 
plan would have now been on the table of the Houſe. 

Major Deyle.— There are two points which I think are univer- 
fally admitted—firſt, that we make a part of the empire; and ſe- 
cond, that we ſhould furniſh our quota of defence; the hand of 
economy then can only be extended to the pay of our eſtabliſh- 
ment z where are we to begin? is it with the v revenue of the 
ſubaltern, or the enormous ſalary of the private ſoldier? Who will 
defire to deprive of ſubſiſtence the hoary veteran, who in many a 
well fought field has expoſed himſelf or his country's ſervice? 
or the brave young man, who returns home covered with wounds, 
and-deprived of conſtitution, but relying on his country's gene- 
roſit y, that ſhe will not abandon thoſe, who in the day of dan- 
ger never abandoned her? Who will ſet before us the regulations 
_ of a deſpotic monarch, the King of Pruſſia, as examples for the 
| imitation of a free people? No man then I am ſure, will wiſh to 
diſtreſs or injure our brave ſoldiers and fellow citizens; but I 
will _ out to gentlemen on this fide of the Houſe, where an 
attack may be made with ſucceſs, I have intelligence of a large 
flying party of the enemy, which, though well paid, are ill arm- 
ed for defence; they are chiefly compoſed of foreign mercenaries, 
and as the oppoſite general is a ſkilful and experienced man, I 
think he will be more ready to facrifice them, than hazard his na- 
tive troops; and my opinion is, that they may be cut off to a man. 
The party I ſpeak of is the band of penſioners ; let us attack them 
and 1 doubt not of vitorg ; and as they have been common mo- 
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roders and deſpoilers of our country, if we ſucceed, let them be 
cut off without mercy. f 

I will therefore, at a convenient time, move to have the penſi- 
on liſt taken into conſideration. 

Hon. James Brown ſpoke againſt the amendment, and ſaid we 
were running the race of ruin. a 

Mr. Kearney ſaid, whatever the circumſtances of the nation 
might have been formerly, ſo as to require a ſtanding army, to 
repel a foreign invaſion, and pow the riſing of our own peo- 
ple to join the enemy, no ſuch thing was now to be apprehend- 
ed; for upon the late rumour in Munſter, that there was a land- 
ing of the enemy, the people were very much terrified, and gave 
the ſoldiers all the refreſhments they could procure on their march; 
no ſuch apprehenſion ſhould any longer exiſt in the mind of any 

ntleman. If France had ever intended to invade this kingdom, 
lhe would never have diſbanded her brigade. 

Mr. Melynexx propoſed to the Secretary the ſtriking off the de- 
puty of the judge advocate—it was a uſeleſs employment, and 
not known in England—there was ſcarcely any confiderable mi- 
litary employment in this kingdom to which there was not an- 
nexed a deputy. A reform has been propoſed in the revenue; 
and there is room for re ſuction on the Kaff eſtabliſhment, 

General Luttrell ſaid, there was no army in Europe of 10 or 
12000 men, had fo few ſtaff officers two lieutenant generals, and 
three major generals—In 1769, there were five general officers be- 


ſides the commander in chief. The gentleman himſelf had been in 


the military line, and he ſhould have informed himſelf better, be- 
fore he talked of the ſtaff eſtabliſhment. 

Mr. Molyneux, in reply, ſaid he had a noble lord in his eye, 
(Lord Charlemont) who had gone through more reviews than fix- 
teen generals, and before whom he had the honour of being 
reviewed, and no general of them all could go through it bet- 
ter, N | 

General Luttrell declared he did not make any alluſion. 

vir Henry Hart/tange declared he would vote with government on 
this queſtion, if the generals, lieutenant generals, and major ge- 
nerals would vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Parſons, — Adminiſtration has declared itſelf a friend to ce- 
conomy. Is not a reduction of the army ceconomy ? and why do 
they oppoſe it? becauſe they are not friends to retrenchment 
they talk of it, and nothing more. My great objection is, that it 
1s unconſtitutional to keep a larger army in the kingdom, than 
what is abſolutely neceſſary for its defence—it is only on a prin- 
ciple of neceſſity, that a ſtanding army is at all toletable. He 
ſaid that it was repugnant to the conſtitution to keep up a ſtand- 
ing army in time of peace; that it was never attempted to be ſup- 
ported in England by the moſt daring miniſtry, but on pretence 
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and he appealed to the candour and humanity of the Hou 
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of neceſſity ; and wiſhed to ſee this adminiſtration, who profeſſed 
economy, would deign to practiſe it. | 
The queſtion was then put, 


Ayes for the amendment, — 34 
Noes againſt it, — — 105 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Denis Browne, and Mr. Moly- 


neux. 
Tellers for the Noes, Major Doyle, and Mr. O'Hara. 

Mr. Warburton then propoſed another amendment, “ be. 
cauſe, on the 2oth of November, 1782, there were 82 19 el. 
feQive men in this kingdom.“ 

On the queſtion being put, that the amendment do ſtand part 
of the reſolution, it was negatived without a diviſion. 

Then the queſtion was put, that the Houſe do agree to the 
report of the committee, That 12,000 men are neceſſary 
for the defence of this kingdom.” ——lt was carried in the afhr- 
mative. 


Mr. Skeffingten reported from the ſeleQ committee, nominated 
for the trial of the Down election, That Lord Kilwarlin was 
duly elected to repreſent the county of Down. That the con- 
duct of Richard Anneſſey, Eſq; High Sheriff of the county of 
Down, was highly legal and impartial, That the petition of the 
Right Honourable Robert Stewart, and others, complaining of 
an undue election, was ill-founded, vexatious and frivolous.” 

Mr. Fitagibben deſired that the Clerk ſhould read a reſolution 
of the Houſe, entered into early in the ſeſſion. Reſolution 


That if any perſon prefer a petition, complaining of an un- 
due election, and that ſuch petition ſhould prove to be frive- 
lous and vexatious, the Houſe ſhould paſs a cenſure on the pe- 
titioner.“ 

Sir Jebn Parnell ſaid, in his opinion the greateſt cenſure ws 
the heavy expence that » ould fall on them. 

Mr. Fitzgibben ſaid that the petition went not only againſt the 
ſitting members, but alledged the heavieſt charges againſt the 
ſberiff, an honourable and very worthy member of that Houſe,— 
He then moved, ** That the Right Honourable Robert Stewart, 
and the reſt of the petitioners, whoſe names are ſigned to the peti- 
tion, do attend this Houſe to-morrow morning, in cuſtody of the 
Serjeant at Arms. TY 

rd Kikvarlin expreſſed a very earneſt wiſh that Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon would withdraw the motion, as it would diſtreſs him ver) 
much, that any cenſure ſhould be paſſed on the Right Honoura- 
ble Petitioner, or on thoſe gentlemen who preſented the ſeparate 
petition. Every allowance ſhould be made for their fituation; 
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their lenity on the occaſion. That for his part, he would not 
wiſh to receive coſts, if the Houſe ſhould determine to award 
him the expences of the petition, which ſeemed to be the general 
idea of gentlemen ; but if a mul& was thought neceſſary, and 
would be inſiſted upon by the Houſe, he would rather with it 
ſhould be confined in allowing the Right Honourahle Petitioner to 
give a ſum of money to the intirmary of the county of Down,— 
” Several other members ſpoke in favour of Mr. Stewart, ſome al- 
ledging in mitigation, he had diſavowed the petition. 

Honourable Richard Anneflzy ſaid he was perfectly ſatisfied.— 


de He was glad the inquiry had gone on ; as he had an opportuni- 

el ty of clearing his character. He begged it might be with- 
drawn. 

25 Mr. Breton tu ſubmitted to the Houle, if the report of the com- 
mittee was not cenſure enough, it was ſurely a very heavy cen- 

the ſure, He entered into a panegyric of the great character of Mr, 

wy Stewart, and hoped it would be withdrawn. 

2 Mr. Anneſley begged of the gentleman not to preſs his motion; 
Mr. Stewart had repeatedly declared he did not know the contents 
of the petition, 

ted Mr. Fitzgibbon ſaid, that the two voluminous petitians which 

as had been preſented againſt the ſitting member, and the ſheriff, by 

on” Mr. Stewart, muſt be freſh in every man's memory; that there 

y of was not a poſſible charge that could be made againſt-thoſe Ho- 

the nourable — which had not been ſtuffed into them; and 

8 of now when they have been proved falſe, gentlemen think that the 

8 authors ſnould be ſuffered to eſcape without puniſhment. For my 
tion part, continued he, I think I am bound to make an example; 


tion for I introduced into this Houſe a bill laying very great pains and 
penalties on any returning officer, who ſhould be found guilty of 


un- Improper conduct in an election or return. If the Honourable 
o- Gentleman who is ſheriff of the county of Down, had been found 
pe- guilty of the charges contained in the petition, he would have ſuf- 


tered thoſe pains and penalties, and would have been expelled 

WS Bl tits Houſe ; and now after the petitioners have failed, and after 
the gentleman's integrity has been proved by the verdict of a moſt 
impartial jury, they come with a flimſy ſtory of being miſtaken, 
and the petitioner having inadvertently ſet his name to the peti- 
tion. But did he inadvertently proſecute it ?—l am for dealing 
equal juſtice to all. If the ſheriff had been guilty of the charges, 
| would have puniſhed him; as he is innocent, I would puniſh 
thoſe who have preferred a petition, #/l-founded, frivalos, and 
ve xatious ; at leaſt I would have the petitioner publicly diſclaim 
at the bar, the charges of his petition. 

The Prime Serjeant (Mr. Kelly ) ſaid, that as the validity of 
the election and the honour of the ſheriff were fully eſtabliſhed, he 
could not think it neceſſary that a perſon of Mr. Stewart's conſe- 
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quenceYhould be dragged to the bar like a criminal; for his part 
he could not fit in the Houſe to ſee it. He ſpoke highly of the re- 
ſpectable character of Mr. Stewart. 

Serjeant Metge ſpoke to a point of order it was not in the pow- 
er of the 22 to withdraw his motion, without leave of the 
n this the Speaker concurred. 

Secretary Pelham explained the rules of the Engliſh Houle of 
Commons in theſe caſes. 

Right Honourable G-orge Ogle.— I would not do injuſtice to 
any man, but it would grieve me to the heart, to ſee a man, 
whoſe character we look up to, who poſſeſſes private virtues, 
in as high a degree as he does public ſpirit—a man who has 
been for a ſeries of years an honour to this Houſe—to ſee ſuch a 
man brought to the har as a criminal, would, in my opinion, 
be diſzraceful to this Houſe, and be a ſhame to every mem- 
ber who would conſent to it—For my part, I am againſt the 
motion. 

Sir John Parnell then moved, that the Right Honourable Robert 
Stewart, the petitioner, complaining of an undue return for knights 
of the ſhire for the county of Down, do make fatisfaRion to the 
fitting members, and ſheriff of ſaid county, by paying the coſt 
incurred by them on account of the ſaid petition.—Carried in the 
affirmative. | K 

Mr. Fitzgibbon moved, that the other petitioners be ordered to 
attend this Houſe this day ſe'nnight, in cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms. 

Lord Kilwarlin begged he would withdraw it. ö 

Mr. Bere ſerd thought the dignity of the Houſe was concerned 
in this affair; hoped the Houſe would ſupport its own dignity, 
and declared if thoſe were not ordered to attend, he would 
move for a repeal of the act for regulating controverted elec- 


tions. 

Mr. Scott paid lord Kilwarlin the higheſt compliments for his 
generous and gentleman-like conduct in this buſineſs, 

Mr. Prime Serjeant thought, that as Mr. Stewart was excuſed, 
there ſhould be no diſtinction; it would be highly improper in the 
Houſe, becauſe Mr. Stewart had a large fortune, that no cenſure 
ſbould paſs againſt him; but they would cenſure people who were 
not ſo affluent. He declared himſelf againſt their being brought 
to the bar. | 

Mr. Menk Maſon ſaid; no man reſpected Mr. Stewart more than 
he, or was better pleaſed with the deciſion of the Houſe ; but 
he had heard the ſtrangeſt law logic from the learned gentleman 
that ever had been uttered. ** Don't, ſays the learned gentle- 
man, drag to your bar a great and reſpectable perſon like a crimi- 
nal —teſpect his charaQer, and let him Cube.“ Don't, (ay 
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the learned gentleman, call before you poor men, it would be 
cruel to take them from their homes, and put them to the expence 
of appearing at your bar.” The inference is, neither puniſh rich 
offenders nor poor oſtenders, but let your reſolutions remain a 
dead letter. Is this the learned gentleman's way of arguing in the 
court's great cauſe, 

Mr. Tones hoped the Houſe would not oblige them to be 
brought to the bar; he knew them, they were gentlemen of feel- 
ings and of fortune. 

Mr. Cuffe faid, as they were men of fortune, they could come 
to town more comfortably. 

Ordered to attend at the bar, in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
this day week. 


Green and Plunket, conſtables, and Small, the plaintiff, were 
brought to the bar, for arreſting a witnets ſummoned on an elec- 
tion trial, when it appearing they had let the priſoner o on pro- 
ducing the ſummons; they were diſcharged. 


The Houſe reſumed the report from the committee of ſupply, 
went through the report, and adjourned, 


— — — — 


FRIDAY, NovewMBER 14, 1783. 


Lord Delvin moved for leai 2 to bring in a bill for the relief of 
inſolvent debtors. Leave was given. 


The Attorney General laid before the Houſe ſome papers which 
had been directed on a former day, and which were now ordered 
to lie on the table for the peruſal of the members. 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved, that the proper officer do lay be- 
fore the Houſe, the particulars of the ſum of 52,7440. under the 
head of exceedings, in the paper No. 3. Alſo the accounts of 
ſums paid under the head of concordatums.—Ordered. 


Sir John Blaquiere preſented a petitionfrom the working ſilk ma- 
nufacturers of Dublin. I have, ſaid he, enquired into the truth 
of the fact ſet forth in this petition, and find the manufacturers 
are in a very diſtreſaful ſituation, and deſerving the conſideration 
of this Houſe —Received and referred to a committee. 


Right Honourable Jab Faſter moved, “ That it be an in- 
ſtruction to the committee appointed to conſider of the ways and 
means for raiſing a ſupply for his majeſty, to take into their con- 
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ſideration all goods, wares, and merchandizes exported out of 
this kingdom.” Ordered. 

HI then moved, That the committee be likewiſe ig ſtrud ed 
to take into conſideration all goods, wares, and merchandizes im- 
ported into this kingdom.” Ordered. 

He then moved for reading the order cf the day. | 

Mr. Corry faid,—on the firſt day of the ſetlion I offered an 

amendment to the addreſs to his Majeſty, congratulating bis Ma- 
. Jefty on his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, having auſpici- 
ouſly attained his one and twentieth year, but withdrew my mo- 
tion then at the requeſt of ſome reſpectable perſons, giving notice 
that I ſhould on another day move an addreſs to his Majeſty of 
that ſort. I fince mentioned that I ſhould move it as on this | 
[Here he was interrupted by a clamour for the order of the day] 
Alf, continued he, the motion I have to propoſe, is thought im- 
proper, let it fall; but, I beſeech you, gentlemen, not to ſcout 
out of the Houſe an addreſs to his Majeſty ; reſpect him, if not 
me.” 

General Luttrell haſtily aroſe, ſaving, —are we to be threat- 
ened with the name of his Majeſty, to induce us to lay aſide the 
regular buſineſs of the day? If no one elſe will move the order of 
the day, 1 will. : 

Mr. Carry warmly replied, —If by the order of the day I am 

thus indecently precluded, in ſo diſſoyal and diſteſpectful a man- 
ner, from offering a meaſure neither improper nor unparliamen- 
tary to the Houſe, I ſhall proteſt nbc ſuch a precedent, If [ 
am to be at all permitted to make my intended motion, I am wil- 
ling not topreſs it now, but call on the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the Houſe to know when, or what day 
they will permit me to make it; if not, I ſhall perſiſt from day 
to day to make it, until the end of the ſeſſion.— I am not one who 


am apt sn to take up any ſubject; and by the bleſſing of od 
t 


I will not lightly lay this down.” | 

Mr. > "pt think itis better to ſee the end of this matter 
at preſent: if the addreſs is only a compliment to his Majeſty, 
let it paſs; though the nation may get nothing by it, it may be 
ſo much the better for the gentleman who makes it. 

Mr. oy riſing to reply, he was ſtopped by the Speaker, who 
told bim that as the order of the day was moved, that queſtion 
muſt be put, and to that alone he could hear him. 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh obſerved, that in a former bill of ſupply, 
it was provided, that when the produce of the duties appropriat- 
ed to the intereſt of a loan then voted, ſhould exceed — ſum of 
10, oo0l. the ſaid overflowing ſhould be applied to the purchaſe 
of debentures, by which the debt of the nation was leſſened ; be 
ſhould therefore, for the ſame laudable purpoſe, on a future day, 
propoſe a finking fund. | 
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f The Houſe went into a committee of ſupply, the Right Ho- 
nourable John Foſter in the chair. | 

d The Attorney General then proceeded to make the uſual mo- 

* tions for the new and old additional duties on beer, ale, ſtrong 


waters, tea, coffee, Eaſt India commodities, &c. to continue 
from the 25th of December, 1783, to the 25th of March, 1785. 


n previous to which he told the Houſe, that as he proceeded, he 
4 would declare any alteration or new duty. 

i- He ſaid, that in order to encourage the breweries of Ireland, 
* an additional duty of two ſhillings and ſeven- pence, per barrel of 
e 31 gallons, was propoſed to be laid on all ale and beer imported 
of into this country from Great Britain, which exactly charged Bri- 
f tiſh beer on the whole 4s. 1d. the barrel, the amount of our inland 
f exciſe. | ' 
„ Mr. Hartley expreſſed a wiſh, that the beer as well as every 
ut other manufacture of Great Britain was charged with the ſame du- 
ot ty in this kingdom as the like manufacture from hence paid in 

England. 
A Sr Hercules Langriſhe ſaid, that formerly one ſhilling per bar- 


rel was requeſted as a protection, but refuſed; and he thought 
great praiſe was due to thoſe who propoſed ſuch an effectual pro- 
tection as the preſent. | 
Sir John Blaquiere ſaid, he rejoiced to ſee one protecting duty 
brought forward ſo fairly by the miniſter. He looked upon pro- 
tecting duties as the great means of raiſing the kingdom to conſe- 


1 quence : He ſaid he was ſuch an old faſhioned fellow as to be per- 
I fely fatisfied with the old conſtitution, and thought that provid- 
Y ed due attention was given to the encouragement of our trade and 
7 manufactures, this country might enjoy every bleſſing under that 

y conſtitution, old as it was. He thought alſo that the ſyſtem of 
10 Britiſh miniſters towards Ireland was much altered for the better; 


d he himſelf had been ſent by a Lord Lieutenant that was extremely 
'well ſupported and conneQted, to negotiate this very buſineſs in 


on England, and the words of the Britiſh miniſter then were Don't 

V attempt to touch the Britiſh brewery ; to touch it is to injure the 

be revenue of the ſtate, and that you muſt not ſuppoſe we ever will 
conſent to do.“ He therefore thought that the obligation to the 

10 preſent miniſters for this favour was very great indeed. 

_ Mr. Pelham ſaid, that in laying before the Houſe a ſtate of the 


nation, he had declared that he had no intention of burthening 
the ſubjeQ with any new tax, and hoped that the duties upon fo- 


Js reign malt liquor, and the regulations in favour of the Iriſh brew- 
of er, would not be conſidered as a tax; he was not at all anxious 
c about them in that view, but only as they would protect our 
* brewery. 


The Attorney General then ſaid, that as the duties on malt li- 
Ys quors were at preſent levied, they affected the poor only, who 


Fl 
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were obliged to repair to the ale-houſe for their malt liquor ; he 
would therefore propoſe to lay a tax on all private families who 
brewed for themſelves, in proportion to what might reaſonabl y he 
deemed their conſumption, at the rate of four ſoillin s and one- 
penny for every inhabitant in the houſe : thoſe houſes however 
excepted, who had leſs than three hearths. 

Colonel Hayes obſerved, that this duty would be at once op- 
preſſive and inefficacious - preventing the honeſt farmers or coun- 
try gentlemen from brewing their own beer, thus ſubjecti ng them 
to the laws ofexciſe, would be a heavy grievance to them, with- 
out the leaſt advantage to the poorer claſs: and as to encouraging 
the brewing trade, he doubted much how far it would anſwer that 
end; as the ſort of beer uſually brewed by private perſons for their 
own conſumption, was of a quality much nearer that imported 
from England, than what is uſually brewed for ſale in this king- 
dom. Ita tax were deviſed, which might aſſiſt the poor, and fall 
only on the rich, he would never wiſh to oppoſe it: but as tar as 


his knowledge of this country extended (and he had moreover liv- 


ed in a country famous for its malt liquor) the injury ſuſtained by 


the farmer, who muſt pay for his farming ſervants and children, 


would be greater than any advantage the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman could ſuppoſe to be gained by any other claſs. —He te- 
probated the mode in which this tax mult be collected, as ſub- 
jecting the houſes of private perſons to be entered by exciſe offi 
cers and declared that though he hadſ{the higheſt reſpeR and regard 
for the Honourable Gentleman at the head of the revenue, he hop- 
ed never to ſee the houſes of his countrymen open to the officers 
in inferior departments, | 

This duty was alſo diſapproved by Gen. Cunningham, Mr. George 
Mentgomery, Mr. Pole, Mr. Molyneux, Mr. Kearney, Mr. Thomas 


Burgh, Sir Edward Newenham, and ſeveral other gentlemen, be- 
Cauſe no mode of levying it had been mentioned. 


The Attorney General declared he would not hurry the mea- 
ſure without giving time for its due conſideration, He would wil- 
lingly put it off till Monday next, when he would come prepai- 
ed with a proper plan for its collection. 

Sir Jahn Blaquiere aſked if the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man would this day go into the buſineſs of the protecting du- 
ties ? | 

The Attorney General anſwered, — That as a Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, whom all the Houle reſpected, had taken up this 
buſineſs, and from a heavy family misfortune was 13 from 
attending in his place, he ſhould not take it out of his hands, but 
wait a few days, and keep the committee of ways and means 
open for the purpoſe. As to the inconvenience that might ariſe 
from the mode of collecting the tax on private brewing, it deferv- 
ed the moſt ſerious conſideration z and wiſhed a total alteration in 


A 
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this branch of the revenue might be effected by a malt tax, as in 
England, The other new additional duties he would propoſe, 
were 

Sixpence per gallon on rum. 

Eightpence =_ gallon on brandy and geneva. 

Mr. Corry aſked if any alteration was intended in what related 
to Eaſt India goods, as he intended to bring in a bill relative to 
the importation of theſe goods from the Eaſt Indies or other coun- 
tries z and would havealready brought the bufineſs forward but for 
a delay, from whoſe fault he knew not, of papers he had called for 
in the beginning of the ſeſſion, | 

It was anſwered that no alteration was intended. 


The Right Honourable Jh Feſter being choſen a knight of 
the ſhire for the county of Louth, and alſo. a burgeſs for the 
borough of Sligo, in the county of Sligo, made his election to 
ſerve for the ſaid county of Louth.—Right Honourable the Spea- 
ker ordered a new writ for the borough of Sligo. 


Ordered, That the Accountant General do lay before this 
Houſe an account of the quantum of money paid in the year end- 
ing lady-day, 1783, 22 acquittances, by the ſeveral 
collectors of his Majeſty's revenue, diſtinguiſhing each collection. 


* 


— — 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1783. 


A Meſſage from the Lords by Dr. Walker and Mr. Veſey, two 
of the Maſters in Chancery, that the Lords had paſſed an en- 
groſſed bill, intitled an act for indemnifying ſuch perſons as have 
ated for the ſervice of the public, in adviſing or carrying into exe- 
cution a proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and Council of this 
kingdom, bearing date the 1 3th day of November, 1782, and al- 
ſo by an act of council, or entry in the council books, bearing 
date the gth day of June, 1783; to which they deſire the con- 
currence of this Houſe. 


On a motion that ſeveral perſons who had figned the city of 
Cork petition, be ordered to attend at the bar of this Houſe, in 
order to ſubſtantiate their charges—this was objected to, and on 
the queſtion being put, it was carried in the negative. 


Mr. Chatterton in order to prevent any improper uſe being made, 
of the preſent intended inſolvent bill, moved, that the jailors 
throughout this kingdom, do make a return on oath, of the ſe- 
veral perſons in their cuſtody for debt, on the 1oth day of No- 
vember inſtant He declared himſelf a friend to the bill, but this 
was to prevent any unfair advantage that might be taken bya frau- 
dulent debtor—Ordered accordingly, 


1 
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Sir Edward Newenham preſented a petition from the working 
filk-weavers.—Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. O'Hara moved for leave to bring in a bill to prevent fri. 
volous and vexations arreſts. Leave given. 


Mr. St. George preſented the accounts of the barrack-board, 
purſuant to order. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and = 


Mr. Foſter in the chair. | 
The Attorney General gave notice, that he had no new duties 
to move at that time; when he had he would particularly point 
them out, He then moved the old duties, which being agreed to, 
the Houſe reſumed. 
Mr. F:fter reported having made ſome progreſs, and deſired 
leave fit again, 


Mr. Corry made ſeveral ſevere obſervations on the conduct of 
ſome gentlemen, who, on the preceding night, had, by inſiſting 
on the order of the day, in a molt indecent, not to ſay, unpar- 
liamentary manner, prevented him from making his intended 
motion for an addreſs to his Majeſty, a mode of proceeding, which 
if drawn into precedent, might always be ptactiſed when any 
motion was intended that was not agreeable to the gentlemen on 
the other ſide of the Houſe ; for which reafon he found himſelf 
under the neceſſity of proteſting againſt it, as a breach of the 
privilege of free diſcuſſion and liberty of ſpeech, which the Speaker 
— 4 from the throne at the beginning of the ſeiſion. He 
gave notice, that he ſhould on Wedneſday next move an addreſs 
to his Majeſty, on the Prince of Wales having attained his one- 
and-twentieth year. 


Sir Jabn Parnell preſented a petition from ſeveral manufaQuurers 
of the Queen's County, ſetting forth that landlords were much 
intereſted in the price of wool, and that they humbly conceived 
that it would promote the intereſt of trade if there was an encou- 
ragement given for the exportation of wool, That in 1778, 
122,000 packs of wool were exported z and in the laſt year, 
66,000. Referred to a committee. 


General Cunningham adverted to the duty that was on the laſt 
night propoſed to be laid on private breweries, and its being 
ſuggeſted that the duty would be collected like the malt duty; 
he requeſted to be informed what that mode was ? | 

The Attorney General anſwered, that he brought the Engliſh 
act with him; but the duty might be collected in another way. 
The principal objection that had been made of the exciſe officer 
entering private houſes might be obviated by a compoſition, or 


ing 
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the tax collected by hearth- money collectors as the duty on car- 
nages: I have, however, continued he, fince yeſterday, thought 
of an alteration in the mode of aſcertaining this duty, that I hope 
will be more agreeable, which is, that each family that brews, 
where there are three or four hearths, ſhall pay 5s. a year, and 
where there are upwards of four hearths, 108. a year. 

Mr. R. Longfiel4 ſaid, that he had conſidered the principle of 
the tax. He thought other gentlemen would think as he did; 
and he was ſatisfied it would be ſcouted out of the Houſe, 

The Attorney General ſaid he could not forbear anſwering the Hon. 
Gentleman. If he did him the. honour of adverting to his very 
words, it might be found, that he was not diſpoſed to preſs this 
duty, but as a meaſure tending to encourage the brewenes of the 
kingdom. He would give up any intereſt he might be ſuppoſed 
to have with adminiſtration in that buſineſs. Unconnected and 
independent, he roſe as a private member of that Houſe, He was 
of opinion it would encourage the breweries, but did not wiſh to 
preſs it, if it was not perfectly agreeable tothe Houſe. 


Mr. Cornelius Belton preſented a petition from ſeveral perſons 
concerned in the woollen manufacture in and about the town of 
Carrick-0n-Suire, praying encouragement to this manufacture, 
by protecting dutics,, —Ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Feſter moved, that a committee of the whole Houſe might 
be appointed to fit on the ſtate of the Portugal trade. That it 
ſhould be taken up in the moſt public and ample manner; and 
as there were evidences to be produced, he propoſed that the 
committee ſhould meet on Monday at two o'clock,—Ordered. 


Monday NOVEMBER 17, 1783. 


The Houſe in a committee on the Portugal buſineſs, Mr. 
Bolton in the chair, | 

Mr. Skies examined. —The evidence of this gentleman went 
to prove, that there were a great deal of low priced linens made 
uſe of in Portugal. 'The duty laid on in that country is 27 per 
cent. that the rates of the duties of goods imported into and ex- 
ported from Portugal are entered in their book of rates; but 
that thoſe who collect the duties are at liberty to charge at diſ- 
cretion the rates as they think proper on their own authority. 
That there is no mention made in their book of rates of Iriſh 
goods :—whatever linens are entered from Ireland are under the 
head of inferior hollands. Mr. Skies then added, that with reſpe& 
to woollens, camblets are principally the article of this kind uſed. 
He could not ſay that other woollen goods would not be admitted, 
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but at preſent none elſe were received from this country, Can. 
blets, he ſaid, were admitted regularly. He did apply to the 
officers, who told him the admiſſion of woollen goods was diſput- 
ed. On being aſked from what country they got coarſe linen, 
he replied, Hamburgh and France, from which places linens were 
imported into Portugal on lower duties than from Ireland. They 
e goods from Great Britain on the ſame terms they 
did twenty years ago. All perſons almoſt in Portugal have ſome 
s from England in their houſes. Their colonies are ſupp lic 

in a great meaſure by them, where they wear a kind of — ſtuff 
made on purpoſe. The Portugueſe ſend to their colonies Col- 
cheſter and caſhire baize, alſo a great deal of coarſe broad 
cloth of above five ſhillings per yard, and ſerges and ſhags, Thi 
. gentleman further added, that ſince his being in Ireland, he had 
examined, with all the abilities he was maſter of, the ſeveril 
manufactures of baizes, ſtuffs and ſerges, and thinks the ſerges 
and ſtuffs are inferior to the Engliſh ; for he had ſeen ſerges much 
better finiſhed, and ſome ſerges of the ſame quality were three or 
four inches narrower than thoſe of England. In anſwer to the 
ſhags exported, he believed the ſhags made formerly in Ireland 
were better than they are now, and that the Engliſh have a better 
method of finiſhing the ſhags than the Iriſh. The Pertuguete con- 
ſumption in the article of camblets had much declined, becauſe 
the — who were once fond of wearing large cloaks df 
camblets, now wear large cloaks made of bai ze; yet the Engiilh 
ſtill ſend camblets with their broad cloths. On comparing the 
Engliſh and Iriſh broad cloths together, he thought the Engliſh 
broad cloaths were better finiſhed, and believed they had finer 
wool in England. On heing aſked, would he take a venture over 
of woollen goods from Ireland to Portugal; he replied he would, 
but not of camblets, becauſe they were better finiſhed and better 
eſſed in England; but if Portugal admitted woollens from 
Ireland, he certainly wiſhed to take a cargo from hence. The 
reaſon of their being better finiſhed in England, he attributed to 
- the great conſumption they had for ſuch goods there, and con- 
ſequently they could better afford to take more pains in finiſhing. 
The Portugueſe, he ſaid, made uſe of druggets, and be imagined 
Iriſh blankets would anſwer for that market, as well as linen, 
linen-yarn, cotton or frizes. The Portugueſe, he ſaid, took 
a great deal of corn from Ireland, but the r peaſants lived 
upon bread made of Indian corn, and they cultivated a great deal 
* themſelves. He conceived they would derive a great 
advantage from a trade with this country; and there was a great 
deal of private trade carried on with America; and he knew no 
country from whence the Portugueſe imported beef but from 
Ireland, They had ſalted pork from America, and they had 
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butter from England. He ſaid that many perſons made uſe of 
oil as a ſubſtitute for butter. Being queſtioned about ſalt, he 
faid, that a number of private ſalt-works were carried on in 
Portugal, but the price of ſalt was under the controul of the 
crown, andit muſt be of a pure quality, That veſſels are loaded 
with ſalt by rotation, That the crown does receive great re- 


: venues from the falt. That the duty on falt to foreigners is 
- much more than to natives; as the port charges were ſomething 
d leſs, If a trade was eſtabliſhed with Portugal, he believed the 
if amount of their imports from Ireland would be 100,000l. per 
1. annum, probably might exceed that, Houſe reſumed, 

ad Mr. Feter reported ſome progreſs, and aſked leave to fit again, 
his —— Granted. 

N Mr. Melyneux apologized for having, inconſiderable as he 


was, given notice, that he ſhould on this night move for an 


des abſentee tax, as he had imagined there was an abſolute neceſſity 
ach that it ſhould be moved while the committee of ways and means 
oy fat; but as he underſtood it was to be kept open on account of 
the the proteQting duties, he would defer his motion until next 
and Monday, in hopes that gentlemen would turn a ſubje& of ſuch 
on magnitude in their thoughts, and give him that aſſiſtance and 
_ ſupport his inexperience ſo much required. He alſo mentioned, 
wie that on Saturday next, he would make another motion, of which 
z of he had already given notice, reſpecting an addition to the ſalary 
An of the Lord Lieutenants of this kingdom. 

gli Mr. Hartley preſented a petition to the Houſe from the corpo- 
hner ration of hatters, complaining of the great exportation of rabbit- 
over fur, which though worth eleven ſhillings per pound, was only 
uld, ſubject to a duty of two pence halfpenny ; and that Britiſh hats 
ettet were ſubjeC here to a trifling duty, while our hats were pro- 
from hibited entry into England; and praying relief. Ordered, that 
The he faid petition be referred to the committee of ways and 
ed to means, 

cos- Mr. Hartley then moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
bing. che Houſe, the quantity of rabbit-ſkins and furs ex ported from 
gined Wh this kingdom; and alſo the quantity of hats made of faid fur 
inen, Wl annually imported. Ordered accordingly. b 
took Sir Henry Cavendiſh obſerved, that though it was generall 
lived Bi allowed that the number of Judges in our —_ was Go ſmall 
t — for the vaſt buſineſs in which they were engaged, yet government, 


for political L ſuffered even a dehciency of that number, 
tothe manifeſt detriment of the public ; he therefore gave notice, 
that he would move an addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would be. 
graciouſly pleaſed to complete the number of the judges. 
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Lord Kikvarlin moved, that the Clerk ſhould read the order of 
the Houſe, requiring the attendance of the perſons petitioning 
— him; which being done, he moved that the fame be diſ- 

arged. 

— ſeconded by Mr. Ward. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon (aid, that in moving the order now in queſtion, 
he thought he had done his duty, and that having acquitted him- 
ſelf in that point, he was perfectly ſatisfied, and indi t asto 
the manner in which the Houſe ſhould now diſpoſe of the order. 

Sir Henry Hartfienze ſaid, that to ſuiter perſons to preſent 
groundleſs and vexatious petitions with impunity, was ttifling 5 
with the order of the Houſe, and treating with great cruelty the * 


perſons petitioned againſt, he would therefore oppoſe the diſ- __ 
charging of the order. On a diviſion there appeared, * 
For diſcharging the order, — 84 3 
Againſt it, — 41 ſent 
Tellers for the ay es, Lord Kilwarlin and Mr. Ward. THEY 
noes, Mr. Fitzgibbon and Mr. Marcus Beresford. ny 

Lord Delvis moved, that the order expreſſing the cenſure cf ] 
the Houſe againft ſuch perſons as ſhould preſent frivolous, vei- ad 
- atious, or groundleſs petitions, ſhould be diſcharged, as the lal oh 
reſolution of the Houle had in effect deſtroyed its operation. TRY 
He was ſeconded by Mr. Marcus Beresford, who ſaid, that he and 


entertained no doubt but the Houſe woul comply, as he would iq 
be aſhamed to ſu ppoſe the Houſe a ſpectator of perſons that would 
not deal impartial juſtice to all. | 

Mr. Metge hoped Lord Delvin would withdraw his motion, 
when he conſidered that the principal petitioner had been puniſ- 


ed, by being ordered to pay the expences incurred by his peti- malt 
tion, and the others were cenſured by the order having been on 


the journals, though now diſcharged. = 
Lord Kilwarlin again intreated gentlemen to let every trace i3 gr 
of this buſineſs, ſo far as poſſible, be done away, ligu 
Lord Delvin's motion was negatived without a diviſion, the 
| | a hety 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of ways and frau 
means, Right Hon. John Foſter in the chair. the! 


The Attorney General ſaid, that in conſidering the nature of the 

tax by him propoſed to be laid upon private families brewing for ever 
their own contumption, ſeveral difficulties had ariſen, — as whit 
even the brewers, for whoſe benefit it was chiefly intended, were 


that 

not well ſatished of its utility, he would for the preſent lay it ſuff 
aſide; and recommended to gentlemen, that againſt the next 8 
ſeſſion they would give the fubject ſerious conſideration, and tale 


come prepared to decide what alterations in the exciſe laws 
would be advantageous to the brewery of Ireland, and whethe! thar 
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2 


any and what proportion of the excife ſhould be laid upon 
malt, / | 
Mr. Buſb-,—As I entertain a perfect reſpect for every opinion 
of the Right Han, Gentleman who propoſed this ſubject to 
the Houſe, and who now, impelled by his regard to the public, 
defires to have it referred to more mature conſideration, I did 
endeavour to collect my thoughts upon this ſubject, and will, 
if the committee ſhall not think it too great an intruſion upon their 
time, lay the reſult before them hear! hear !] It appears to me 
extremely eaſy to put an end to all fraud in this branch of the 
revenue, to protect the public brewer, and to lay the tax 
equally upon all perſons who conſume malt liquors. If chis can 
de ſhewn to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, I am convinced when 
1 the queſtion comes on, it will have the ſupport of every mem 
ber, for there is no man ſo illiberal as to enter into the paltry 
conſideration of what he can ſave by letting the tax lie in its pre- 
ſent ſituation, nor can any ohjection be made on behalf of the 
hereditary revenue; for what will be taken from that with one 

rd hand, will be amply reftored with the other, 


of | would propoſe to take off two ſhillings per barrel from ale, 
ex. and lay three pence farthing per ſtone on malt, by which means 
lai the whole burthen of the addition that would thus be made to 

the revenue, would fall juſt where it ought to fall, on the opulent. 
be and on the fraudulent. Mr. Smith, that judicious writer, in his 
5 inquiry into the natute and cauſes of the wealth of nations, 
) 


ſpeaking of the malt tax in England, ſeems to conſider it as one 
of the moſt equitable and productive taxes that that - wiſe nation 
bas impoſed ; nay, he goes ſo far as to think that great advantage 
uſb- would ariſe by laying the whole exciſe of beer and ale upon the 
malt.— As to our own country, I am convinced it would be the 
molt powerful check to fraud, not only in the brewery but in 
the dittillery, as the difficulty of making a large quantity of malt 
i greater than that of brewing or diſtilling a large quantity of 
liquor. If the idea } have mentioned ſhould be received, even 
the temptation of fraud will be the lets, for by dividing the tax 
between the maltſter and the brewer, either of them can by 
fraud gain but half of the exciſe now paid, though he will run 
theriſque of the whole penalty on being detected; ahd as to the 
tereditary revenue, though fourpence halfpenny will be taken off 
every barrel of ale, yet it the exciſe on double the number of thoſe 
which now pay duty ſhall then be received (and my opinion is, 
that it will be much more than doubled) the hereditary revenue 
luffers no diminution. f | | 

Sit Henry Cavendiſh.—If the Hon. Member would exerciſe his 
talents to deviſe means of taking off ſome of the taxes which 
oppreſs this country, we ſhould be much more obliged to him 
than for his ingenuity in Iaying additional taxes on, 22 

L 
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Afr. Bufbe. < This is not a new tax, for what is laid on: one 
part of che manufacture is taken off the other. 

The Proweft ſaid, he was ever averſe to extending the laws of 
exciſe, and never would conſent to ſuch an extenſion but in caſe 
of urgent neceſſity ; to the preſent plan he objected, that it was 
in ſome enſe 2 land tax, as being laid upon the produce of the 
land. That it was a tax upon the induſtry of the farmer, and that 
it tendered private houſes ſubject to odious viſits of the exciſe- 
man at all hours, which he conſidered as an high infringement of 
the ſabjeQ's liberty. He therefore hoped that the introduction 
of exciſemen into private houſes would make no part of the 
preſent plan, which had ſome advantageous circumſtances, 
particularly as being more equitable. He ſaid that he was always 
averſe from giving power to any revenue officer to come into any 
— houſe to fearch, as it would be injurious to liberty, 

n 1733, Sir Robert Walpole propoſed an exciſe on tobacco, 
and though the regulation was a very good one, yet it was oppol- 
ed, as it affected the conſtitution. He ſaid, he had been detained 
for ſome days from the Houſe by ſevere illneſs, and that he had from 
that cauſe been repreſented in the public prints as one, who, 
though the repreſentative of a great trading City, neglected to 
attend the intereſts of his country, and his own duty in parlia- 
ment; he appealed to the Houſe what weiglit ought to be given to 
uch a charge, when in three and twenty years he had been abſent 
but upon one queſtion of any importance, and that upon every 

eſtion he was known to deliver his opinion freely. 

Mr. Huſbe explained, that he had no intention of making private 
houſes liable to the viſits of exciſemen. 

Mr. Dennis Brown. — If I had a houſe, and a revenue officer 
was to come to it; I would firſt aſk him what he wanted, and 
ſecondly, I ſhould blow his brains out. 

Mr. 64/be.—It never was my idea to run revenue-officers into 
ſo much danger, or preſent to the Hon. Gentleman perſons to 
whom he has ſuch a ſtrong antipathy. 


The Attorney General then proceeded to acquaint the Houſe, 
that in order to provide for the 15,0001. granted for premiums 
on the ſale of manufaQtures, he moved, That the allowance 
or diſcount on the duties of cuſtoms and exciſe, for prompt 
payment of ſix and ten per cent. be diſcontinued.“ 

Ur. Hartley ſaid, I am ſurprized after the declaration made 
a few nights ago, by the Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor, 
(Mr. Pelham) that there would be no new taxes propoſed in 


tais committee, to hear it now moved for. I cannot but conſider 
the ſtriking off ſo confiderable an allowance made to the mer- 
Chants as a new tax, nor can any modification” make it otherwile, 
- 43 thereby he certainly pays more duties than he did before, and 


t 
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that too in ſeveral inſtances, muſt fall on the materials of manu- 
factured filk and many others. 

The Attorney General wiſhed, if the Hon. Gentleman diſliked 
this mode of proceeding for the encouragement of our manufac- 
turefs, he would propoſe ſome ſubſtitute. | 

Mr. Hartley replied, —I thall not propoſe any, for I acknow- 
ledge myſelf no friend to the manner ef di poſing of that 15,0001. 
by premiums on the fale of manufaQures, being clearly of opi- 
nior, that private grants to ſuch manufacturers as merited encou- 
ragement would be more effeQual ; it is tampering with our diſ- 
treſſes ſhould eicher mode be adopted, for Iam certain that nothing 
but protecting duties can ſerve us in this matter; and I lament 
to ſee an Engliſh intereſt conſtantly outweigh every other con- 
ſideration. I am told, indeed, that the committee of ways and 
means will be kept open, but when the ſupply is compleated, 
| have little hope from what will be done afterwards. 

Mr. Griffith aſked, how were the grants provided for in former 
times when the encouragement to our manufacturers was paid 
chen in ſums of money? And will the Right Hon. Gentleman 
now again fairly anſwer, is the committee of ways and means to 
be kept open for the protecting duties; and if ſo, what day 
will that buſineſs be luffered wo come on? 

Mr. Fofter ſaid, that after the committee of ways and means 
ſhould arrange the proviſions for the ſupply, the committee would 
ſill be kept open for the purpoſe of commercial regulations. 

Mr. Warburton contended that the protecting duties ſhould 
now be agitated, ſo as to make 2 part of the ſupply, elſe he 
= little hopes of them when the buſineſs of government was 

one. ; 


Major Deyle expreſſed his diſapprobation of the meaſure for two 


- reaſons ; the firſt it was a new tax, and the ſecond as it was in- 


tended as a ſubſtiiute for protecting duties. 

The Attorney General ſaid, the whole queſtion was,—will 
you, or will you not provide at the rate of 12,000). per ann. 
or the payment of premiums on our manufactures? And what, 
continued he, has this to ſay to protecting duties? 

Major Doyle replied, —it has to protecting duties, becauſe 
it is meant to defeat them: and we wiſh to connect and tack them 
to the preſent ſupply. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon laid, he did not underſtand what was meant; if 
any thing at all was meant by protecting duties, and be they 
what they would, they had not the leaſt connexion with the pre- 
ſent tis. 

Mr. Griffith complained that his queries were not anſwered, 
particularly in what manner former grants were provided for. 


Mr. Fitzgibben replied, —let the gentleman read over the old 
money bills, 
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Captain Thomas Burgh ſaid, that it was for want of providing 
for grants that the great national debt was incurred: 

Mr. Longfield ſaid, that this was a great and heavy tax on the 
trade of the kingdom, and could not be conſidered in any other 
light than a new duty. He ſaid the ſtriking off the allowance 
was Rwy tax on the merchant, and 2 LK ought not to be 
agreca to. yy 

Mr. Pelham ſaid, it did not affect ſugars, ſpirits or wines, 
theſe allowances being already ſtruck off thoſe articles. 
Mr. Longfield ſaid, this duty was entirely a ſurprize on the 
Houſe, that it would have been candid in admiaiſtration, 
to have given a day or two notice of it. | 

The queſtion being put, the motion paſſed without a diviſion. 
The Attorney General then moved, that an additional dut of 
21. 108. per hundred weight be laid on all ſteel, iron and ſteel 
wire, imported into this kingdom. Hs r 

Mr. 2 declared, that this being a duty for the protection 
of our manufactures, it ſhould have his hearty concurrence.—— 

_ Paſſed nem. cn. —Adjourned. ee 


— 


TuzsDay, NovewBer 18, 1783. 


Sir Hercules Longri/be preſented a petition from the committee 
appointed to enquire into the petition of che brewers and diſtillers, 
ſetting forth the high price of malt, and praying for an addreſs 
. ty his Majeſty, to lay on an embargo to prevent the exportation 


of malt for a limited time. 


Mr. Hartley preſented a petition of the woollen and worſted 
manufacturers of the city and liberties of Dublin, ſetting forth 
their diſtreſſes, occaſioned by foreign nations being permitted to 
pour into this country their manufactures, and to draw from 
us our raw materials, eſſentially neceſſary for the ſupport of our 
own, and praying that the Houſe will grant ſuch duties as will 


effectually protect our manufactures, and prevent the exportation 
of our raw material. 


Sir Edward Newenham preſented a petition of the journeymen 
hatters of the county and city of Dublin, and their diſtreſſed 
brethren throughout Ireland, ſetting forth their grievances, ariſing 
from the exportation of our raw materials of rabbits fur and rabbits 
ſkins furred, carried on to Britain duty free, and from thence to 
France, whereby France can ſupply the American markets, while 
the poorer ſort of people here are precluded from purchaſing the 
manufacture of their country, owing to the exorbitant price raw 


materials bear, and which at this time has fo drained this country, 
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that there is not ſtuff enough to employ the artiſicers, and that 


Engliſh hats imported run on an average of 5ol. per cent. 


againſt the exportation of our wrought manufacture into Britain, 
and that they conceive that a ducy, not more than three nor leſs 
than two ſhillings in the pound on the exportation of rabbits fur, 
and not leſs than two nor more than hve ſhillings per dozen on 
rabbits ſkins furred, and an equalizing duty on all hats, would 
effeQually relieve peticioners, and praying relief by ſuch protecting 
duties as aforeſaid. 
Referred to a committee of ways and means. 


A bill, entitled an act for the relief of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
in caſes of frivolous or illegal arreſts, was preſented to the Hoafe 
and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read the ſecond time 
cn this day ſe*nnight. 


Counſellor James Fitzgerald moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for ſetting afide erroneous judgments. He ſaid that this was a bill 
which would materially owe the property of the ſubject; that 
it would cauſe an intermediate ſtate between the judgments of the 
court and the appeal to the Houſe of Lords. That in England 
the opinions of the twelye judges were taken before the final 
appeal. In Ireland the deciſions of the court of exchequer were 
brought into the exchequer chamber before the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Chief Juſtice of the court of common pleas, and the 
Lords Chief Juſtice of the king*s bench, where caſes are argued 
at great expence to the parties. He did not mean to interfere with 
the juriſdiction of any of the courts ; his idea was to have the 
opinion of twelve judges in caſes of difficulty. 

Sir Samuel Bradſtreet ſaid, the ſubje& deſerved conſideration ; 
and he therefore ſeconded the motion. Leave granted, 


Mr. Molyneux obſerved, that there was an Hon. Gentleman 
who promiſed to bring on an enquiry into the fund for the main- 
tenance of the provincial regiments. This brought up the Hon. 
Mr.. Brawn,' who ſaid, if agreeable, he would have it on 
Monday. 6 | | 


The Right Hon, the Prcw;/7 preſented a petition from the ſail- 
cloth manufactory at Cork. He ſaid, fail-cloth made there was 
ofa ſuperior quality to any other, and deſerved encouragement 
more eſpecially as that manufacture wes of great ſervice to the 
navy of Great Britain, and the trade of the two kingdoms ſhould 
be kept on a balance. That he ſhould urge this point while there 
was a ſingle man in the Houſe; and now that our trade was free, 
every thing which tended to increafe the navy of Ireland ought 
to receive encouragement, He alſo preſented a petition” from 
the woollen manufacturers of the city of Cork, The petition 
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ſet forth, that the manufaRurers and their families were in very 
diſtreſſed circumſtances, + 


Received, and referred to the committee of trade, appointed 


to take into conſideration the ſtate of the manufaQurers, 


The Right Honourable John Fefter, according to order, re- 
ed from the committee of the whole Hovſe, to whom it was 
referred to conſider of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply grant- 
ed to his Majeſty, the refolutions which the committee had di- 
rected him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame were read. 

And the queſtion being thereupon ſeverally put, they were 
agreed to by the Houſe, and are as follow : 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral ad- 
ditional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein after men- 
tioned, ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of December, 1753, 
to the 25th day of March, 1755, incluſive. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 25. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two 
gallons of beer or ale, above the price of 6;. the barrel, and of 
; 4%. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer or 

ale of the price of 65. the barrel, or under, brewed within this 
kingdom between the 25th day of December, 1783, and the 25th 
day of March, 1785, by any common brewer, or in his veſſels 
by any other perſon or perſons who doth, or do, or ſhall ſell ot 
tap out beer or ale publicly or privately, ſuch gallono contain 
two hundred and ſeventy-two cubical inches, and one-fourth 
pert of a cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or by 

ch other perſon or perſons reſpectively who ſhall brew, ſell or 
tap out the ſame, and fo proportionably for a greater or leſs quan- 


cy. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which ſhall be unported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 4, 1. 
for every thirty-two —— and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, to be paid down in ready money net, without 
diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable thereon by any act or acts 
of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. - 
eſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
additional duty of 10d. per * w for and upon every gallon of 
aqua vitæ, ſtrong waters or ſpirits made or diſtilled within the 
kingdom for ſale, be paid by the firſt maker or diſtiller thereof 
during the time aforeſaid. | 


- 
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Reſolved, That it is the orivien of this committee, that an 


additional duty of 8 % per gallon be laid upon every gallon of 


brand y, ſtrong waters and CHirits perfectly made, and of ſpirits 
made and diſtilled of wine not above proof, that ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time afareſaid. and fo proportionably 


for a greater or leſs quantity; and for every. gallon of foreign ſpi- 


rits, above the quantity of fingle ſpirits, that ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, an addicional duty 
ſhall be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall be charged thereon in pro- 
portion to the duties payable f:r ſingle ſpirits of the ſame deno- 
mination, according to the comparative degree of firength which 
ſuch ſpirits ſo to be imported {hall bear do ſingle ipitits of the 
ſame denomination, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of 104. per gallon be laid on all rum or other 
ſpirits of the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies 
in America, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
ume aforeſaid. * 

Retolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of 15. 84. per gallon be laid on all brand), 
geneva and-all other ſpirits that ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid, except ſpitits of the growth and 
produce ot his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, over and 
above all other duties now payable for the ſame. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 64, be laid on every pound of green tea, and of 4. on every 
pound of black bohea tex and other teas which ſhall be imported 


D this kingdom daring the time aforeſaid, in lieu and full iatil- 


laction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties AY for the ſame 
by any act or acts of parlia nent. . 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty be laid on all teas imported into this kingdom 
which ſhall have been purchaſed at the India Company's fales in 
London for an higher price than 4s. Britith, per pound, at the 
rate of 14. per pound for every %. that thall be paid for the fame 
over and above the ſum of 4s. Britiſh, at the ſales above-mention- 
ed, during the time aforeſaid, the price of the teas to be inſerted 
in the cocxets, and to be further aſcertained by a reference to the 
lale-books of the Eaſt India Company, which the commillioners 
of che revenue are required tv procure from time to time fur the 
purpoſe above- mentioned. ä 

Keſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, chat an 
additional duty cf 64. per yard be laid on all chintzes, tallicoes 
and muſlins, ef the manufacture of China, Perſia and the Laſt- 
Indies, imported into this kingdom during the time aforetaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of 6. be laid on c:ery yard of callico and 
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muſlin that ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. , 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 15. 64. per yard, be laid on all ſorts of filks and 
ſtuffs made or manufactured in Perſia, China or the Eaſt Indies, 
mo ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
aid. | 

Reſolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 4/. Sterling, per pound weight, be laid cn all 
velvetsand manufactures made of or mixed with filk, except thoſe 
of Great Britain, China, Perſia and the Eaft-Indies, that ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 3d. per pound weight, be laid on all coffee, cho- 
colate and cocoa nuts that thall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of 24. per pound, be laid on all coffee that 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 205. Sterling, be laid on every hundred weight 
of molaſſes; an additional duty of 205. Sterling, on every hun- 
dred weight of treacle z an additional duty of 6d. per yard, on 
all foreign ſtuffs called romals, and all manufatures made of cot- 
ton, or of cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, painted or 
ſtained, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, except the manufacture of Great Britain. 

Reſolved, I hat it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following additional duties be laid on all damaſk towelling, nap- 
bins or cloths made of flax or hemp imported into this kingdom 
during the time atoretatd, not being of the manufacture of Great 
Britain; that is to ſay, a duty of 64. -per yard on all ſuch goods 

at or under yard wide, and of 1, per yard on all ſuch goods from 
one yard to eight quarters wide, and of 25. per yard on all ſuch 
goods above eight quarters wide, | 1 
-/ Reſolved, hat it is the. opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 13 per pound weight, be laid upon all hops 
that ſhall be imported into this kingdoia during the time aforeſaid 
from Great Britain. E | | 
-. "Reſolved, hat it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 15. per hundred weight be laid on all flour, 
meal, bread and biſcuit, except of the produce and-manufaQure 
of Great Britain, which ſhall be imported into this kingdora during 
the time aforeſaid. + nne fl . 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this ho hos that an 
additional duty of 5/. 65. per tun be laid upon all forts of viac- 
6 Web. . , | ' * a j 
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ear that ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
„ gn, | 
Reſolved, "That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 125, 64. be paid by every perſon that doth or ſhall ſell or tap 
out by retail any cider at any time during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 1d. per gallon be laid on all cider that ſhall be fold or tapped 
out by retail, to be paid by the perſon who thall fell or tap out 
the ſame during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, "That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a 
further additional duty of 5/. per cent, be laid upon all china, 
earthen, ja panned or laquered ware, as valued or rated for cuſ- 
tom by the book of rates, which ſhall he imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforeſaid ; and alfo on the ſeveral goods and 
manufactures, not being of the growth and produce or manufac- 
ture of Great Britain, herein after-named, as the ſame now ſtand 
rated for cuſfom in the book of rates, or if unrated ſhall be valued 
on oath on the importer, which ſhall be imported into this king- 
dom during the tim- aforeſaid, over and above all other duties 
now payable for the ſame, viz. apparel, apples, bacon and hams, 
beads of glaſs, chocolate, cocoa nuts, coffee, cork, capers, cloves, 
currants, cheſnuts, walnuts, ſmall nuts, bugles, hulled barley, 
fans, hats (chip and ſtraw), anchovies, ſturgeon, pins, 5 
Ivory, olives, onions, prints and pictures, mace, nutmegs, 
wrought incle, drugs not being for dyers uſe, elephants teeth, 
furs, all lacquered, Japanned, gilt, painted, bronzed and ena- 
— ware, gloves of all ſorts, almonds, anniſeeds, cinnamon, 
1quorice, pepper, piamento, pruens, raiſins, rice, ſaffron, ſuc- 
cards, ſuccus liquoritiæ, needles, thimbles, outnal thread, ſiſ- 
ters thread, china and earthen ware, whited brown thread, and 
al other threads, haberdaſhery, hardware, toys, mermits, iron 
pots, ſciſſars, fnuff, tyles, ſhot, laces of cotton, thread, worſted 
or ſilk, groceries of all kinds, except ſugars, oranges and lemons z 
lime, lemon and orange juice not being for dyers uſe, tape, fo- 
reign linens, and all manufactures of flax and hemp. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 15.. per ream be laid upon every ream of paper 
(except brown, blue and preſſing paper) which ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a tax 
of 15. per barrel be laid upon all herrings which ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom (except Britiſh herrings) during the time afore- 


ſaid. | 

Reſolycd, That it is the opinion of this committee, chat an 
additional duty of 6d. per pack be laid upon all painted or play- 
ing cards that ſhall be manufactured or vended in this kingdom 
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during the time aforeſaid, over and above the preſent duty noy 
payable for the ſame.” 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 15, per pack, be laid upon all painted or playing cards which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 64, per hide, be laid on every raw and untan- 
ned hide which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid to any place except Great Britain. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 204. per ton, be laid upon every ton of ſoap boilers waſte, and 
of 31. per ton on every ton of linen rays, and fo in- proportion 
for a greater or lefs quantity, that ſhall be exported out of this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 64. per gallon, be laid upon all linſeed oil which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, and 
ſo in proportion for a greater or leſs quantity. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon every 100/, value of ſpeckle wood, as the ſame is rated 
for — — which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from Africa 
or Great Britain, during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid 
down, in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, the 
ſeveral duties following, that is to ſay, if the ſame be imported 
from Africa by any of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, a duty of 22/. 15. 
or from Great Britain by any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, a duty of 
20/. o.. 10d. but if the ſame be imported from Africa by a ſtranger, 
then a duty of 24/. 35. 54d. or by a ſtranger from Great Britain, 
then a duty of 200. 25. 244. and fo in proportion to any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaQtion 
of all dutics, cuſtoms and exciſe, payable thereout by virtue of alſo 
any law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom; and that upon, whic 
the exportation thereof within three years after import, whether ney. 
the ſame ſhall have been imported from Africa or t Britain, betw 
there ſhall be allowed and paid a drawback of equal amount to the Dec 
duties reſpectively charged hereby on the import of ſuch ſpeckle tion; 
wood from Great Britain. 

- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all beaver ſkins of the produce of the Britiſh plantations and 


in America or the Weſt-Indies, which ſhall be imported from R 
thence into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be of 4 
paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, men 
a duty after the rate of gs. 534. for every five ſcore of ſkins, and cem 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs number, in lieu and full whe 


ſatisfaction of all cuſtoms, duties and exciſe, payable thereon king 
by any act or «Qs of parliament herctofore made in this king- ſaid 
dom. | | 2 0 HE | 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all beaver wool, cut and combed, the produce and ma- 
nufacture of the ſaid plantations, which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom from thence during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
* a duty after the rate of 171. 034. for every pound weight there- 
ol of, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe, 
the payable thereon by any . acts of parliament heretofore made 

in this kingdom, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
ty quantity ; and that the ſaid duty ſhall be fully drawn back and 


nd repaid upon due exportation thereof within three years after im- 
on portation. 23 ; 
bis Retolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 


and upon all cotton wool of the growth or produce of the Britiſh 
ad- plantations in America or the Weft Indies, which ſhall be e- 
ich ported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid in any other 
2nd than Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, there ſhall be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate 
for of 5/. 13 . 94. for every 100!/. value thereof, and to in proportion 
ted for any greater or leſs value, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
Ca duties and cuſtoms payable on che ſame by any act or acts of par- 
aid liament heretofore made in this kingdom. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
ted additional duty of 30s. be laid on every coach, chariot, berlin, 
155 calaſh or chaiſe with four wheels which any perſon ſhall keep in 
y of his or her poſſeſſion, except cabriolets, garden chairs, hackney 
get, or ſtage carriages, and carriages kept by coach-makers for ſale, 
un, being in number not more than one, and of 405. for every coach, 
ater chariot, berlin, calaſb or chaiſe with four wheels which any per- 
tion ſon ſhall keep exceeding that number, except as aforefaid z and 
> of alſo an addicional duty of 10% on all chaiſes with two wheels 
pon, which any perſon ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except hack- 
ther ney chaiſes and chaiſes kept by the makers for ſale, at any time 
ain, between the 25th day of December, 1783, and the 25th day of 
the December, 1754, incluſive, and one-fourth part of the lite addi- 
ckle tional duties for the like carriages ref; ely, except as afore- 
laid, which any perſon or perſons keep in his, her or their 
for poſſeſſion at any time between the 25th day of December, 1784, 
ion and the 25th day of March, 1785, incluſive. 
rom Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a tax 
ll be of 45. in the pound be laid upon all ſalaries, profits of employ- 
ments, fees and penſions, payable between the 25th day of De- 
and cember, 1783, and the 25th day of March, 1785, to the perſons 
full who ſhall not actually reſide ſeven calendar months and a half in chis 
xeon kingdom between the ſaid 25th day of December, 1783, and the 
ing- faid 25th day of March, i7d5, except the deſcendants of his Ma- 
jeſty's royal grandfather, and except the Chief Governor and his 
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Secretary, and alſo except the Duke of Brunſwick, Prince Pe. 
dinand, the Duke ang Ducheſs of Athol, the repreſentative g 
the Right Honourable Edward Lord Baron Hawke, of the king. 


tion, A! 
ſkreds © 
hops, 


wollen 


dom of Great Britain, and George Charles, Eſq; if his Vajefy Relc 
ſhall think fit, by his fign manual, to exempt them from the (ail and aft 
tax, and alſo exempt all officers of the army, fo far as reſpech have b 
the pay arifing from their regimental commiſſions, and alſo ex: merche 
cept the half- pay officers on this eſtabliſhment, and the widows d ſeſhon 
officers. | by an! 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that fa WR PAt< 
and upon all beaver wool or wombs which ſhall have been in- Rel 
ported from the ſaid plantations or ſettlements, and which ſil Mud aft 
e afterwards exported from this kingdom during the time afore. Nor dut 
ſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without di ries. 
eri 


count or allowance, a duty after the rate of 8/. 10. 754. for ever 
ſcore pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or le quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and 
cuſtoms payable thereon by any act or acts of parliament heretꝶ 
fore made in this kingdom. | 
_. Reſolved, I hat it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon every piece of white woollen cloth of the manufacture 
of Ireland, called broad cloch, which ſhall be ex ported from this 
kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, to any of the ſaid plantations 
or ſettlements, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, with- 
out any diſcount or allowance, a duty of 5. 8734. and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full fatisfac- iſ? * 
tion of all duties andicuſtoms payable thereon by any act or ach I” 
of parliamant heretofore made in this kingdom. wi 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the Great 

ſevera] ſubſidies, duties and cuſtoms, except the alnage duties, 
heretofore payable upon the exports of any goods and merchan- cet. 
dizes of the growth, product and manufacture of this kingdom, nan 
be taken off, except on ſkins, hides of all forts, coney hair or and f 
wool, hares wool, hair of all ſorts, horns, live cattle of all forts, ley 01 
aſhes, b:.con, beet, pork, butter, greaſe, guts, hogs-lard, tallow, fourth 
tongues, bones not manufactured, fiax-ſeed, hemp-ſeed, linen- by pe 
yarn, linen-rags or ſhreds, rape-cakes, ſoapers wafte, tin un- ws 
wrought, weld, wax or woad, and proviſions of all ſorts, ex- made 
cepting corn, meal, malt and flour, hen the prices of ſuch corn, mice] 
meal, malt and flour-ſhall exceed thoſe upon 'which a bounty on deem 
their exportation is or ſhall be payable. 70 1 

Reſol ved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that no prod, 
ſubſidy, cuſtom. or duty whiatſoever ſhall be raiſed, levied or paid 8, 
on the export of any goods or merehandizes, the product or ma- Re 
nufaQure of this kingdom, to the Britiſh plantations in America, = 
the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Afticꝭ, or do 
except on the ſeveral articles mentioned in the foregoing teſolu- 


maſt, 
merch; 
or wat 


— 
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tion, and on iron and iron wares, leather tanned, dreſſed or tawed, 
breds and points of leather, pelts, vellum and parchment, ſoap, 
hops, alum, lead, lead ore, copperas, coals, wool cards, white 
wollen cloth, lapis calaminaris, glew and litharge of lead. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 25th day of December, 1783, the full duties which 
have been or ſhall be paid on the import of any goods, wares or. 
merchandizes, except where it ſhall be otherwiſe provided this 
ſeion of parliament, ſhall be repaid for ſuch as ſhall be exported 
by any merchant within three years after import to any place 
{7 WR wv bate ver: bj Bs i i 

* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
ud after the 2 th day of December, 1783, no cuſtoms, ſubſidy 
ore. Nor duty whatever ſhall be payable on the importation of any un- 
dif. —— timber or timber lumber of the growth or produce of 
n America or the Weſt Indies, any wrought timber, nor being a 
te maſt, yard or bowſprit, any wood or plank, any clean, good, 
— merchantable, well-conditioned pitch or tar, unmixed with droſs 
Etc or water, or clean, good, merchantable turpentine, ſuch pitch, 
tr or turpentine being imported directly from America or the Weſt 
er lndies, and being the growth or produce thereof; any cotton 
tore vol, indigo, cochineal, Brazil or Fernambuco wood, logwood, 
tis Brazilletto or Jamaica wood, Nicorago wood, red or Guinea 
jom wood, ſapan wood, mahogany. or other wood, the product of 
ith. WY Anerica or the Weſt Indies ; any wood for dyers uſe imported. 
pro- from any place, excepting ſpeckle wood of the growth of Africa; 
fic. any whale fins, train oil or blubber, the produce of whales taken 
ah or caught in any part of the ocean, by and imported in any ſhip 

or veſſel belonging to his Majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, 
the Ceeat Britain, , Jerſey or che Ille of Man; any raw and 
tier undrefſed goat ſkins imported in Britiſh ot Iriſh ſlips, navigated 
its according to law, from any port or place whatever; any raw 
mat and undreſſed ſeal ſkins, taken by the crews of veſſels belonging to 
dex. and fitted out from this kingdom, Great Britain, Jerſey, Guern- 
** ley or the Iſle of Man, whereof the captain and maſter and three- 
ow, borchs of the mariners at the leaſt are his Majeſty's ſuhjects, or 
wy by perſons, employed by the maſter or owner of ſuch veſſels, any 
un- nu filk of the growth or culture of America; any pig or bar iron 
ox. Wade in and imported from America, any ſago, powder or ver- 
micelli imported from America; any raw or undreſſed hides of 

on (ers, cows or other cattle Whatſoe vet, except of horſes, mares 
: or geldings, imported from America, and any beaver ſkins, the 
no broduce of America, imported from Great Britain, any law, ſta- 
zd Nate or uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 
P Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
tics, and after the 25th day of December, 1783, no cuſtom, ſubſidy 
ie, e duty whatſoever ſhall be payable on the export to any place 
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whatſoever of logwood of the growth or produce of the Pri 
ſettlements in America or the Weſt Indies, provided the ſame |, 
exported in Britiſh ot Iriſh ſhipping, nor upon any lead ore es. 
ported to Great Britain. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that fra 
and after the 25th day of December, 1783, an allowance be pai 
on the exportation of all ſtuffs made in Ireland of filk only, aft 
the rate of 1. 754. the pound weight avoirdupois ; and of al 
filks and ribbons made in Freland of filk mixed with gold and ||. 
ver, after the rate of 2. 157. per pound weight ; and of all (i: 
ſtockings, ſilk gloves, fringes, laces, ſtitching and ſewing filk mad: 
in Ireland, after the rate of 8 /. per pound weight; and of il 
ſtuffs made in Ireland of ſilk and grogram yarn, after the rate d 
454. per pound weight; and of all ſtuffs made in Ireland of fi 
mixed with inkle or cotton, after the rate of 622. the pound 
weight ; and of all ſtuffs made in Ireland of ſilk and worſted, afte 
the rate of 3534. per pound weight; and of all wrought or many. 
factured gold or filver, plate made in this kingdom, after the rat 
of 6d. for every ounce Troy weight. | 
Reſolved, t it is the opinion of this committee, that al 
and every perſon or perſons who ſhall, from and after the 251 
day of December, 1783, import directly from America or the Wel 
Indies, in any fhip or veſſel belonging thereto, or to Great Br- 
tain or Ireland, and manned as in fuck caſe is uſual, any good 
and merchantable indigo, free from any falſe mixtures, and fi fa 
dyers uſe, being the growth or product of the colony from whenc: 
the ſame ſhall be imported, ſhall have and be entitled to a reward 
or premiumfor ſuch importation, after the rate of 2+. 24. for every 
fix pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity. | 
| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
_ (and after the 25th day of December, 1783, all duties whatſoever 
Paid on the importation of any callicoes or muſlins ſhall be fully 
drawn back and repaid for all ſuch as ſhall be printed, tained, 
or dyed in this kingdom or Great Britain, and ſhall be afterward 
exported from hence to any place, except to any Britiſh colony or 
tation in America or the Welt Indies, and if the ſame hall 
exported to any ſuch colony or plantation, then that all aid 
duties ſhall be fally drawn back and repaid, except ſo much 
thereof as ſhall amount to a ſum after the rate of 5. 8. 4/. for 
every ioo. value thereof, as the ſame ſhall have been ſold by the 
candle at the Eaſt India Company's ſales in London, and to in 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. | 
Reſolved, That 1t is the opinion of this committee, that all 
goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the Bricith ſettle- 
ments on the coaſt of Africa ſhall pay the ſame and no other du- 
ties as the like goods imported from the Britiſh plantations in 


I 
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America ſhall be ſubject to, except where it is otherwiſe particu- 
larly provided, and\that a like amount of duty be drawn back on 
their exportation fro; this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
64. per pound, and all other — which ſhall or may be payable 
to the Vice-Treaſurer or Vice-Treaſurers, Receiver or Paymaſter 
General, Clerk of the Pells, or any other officer or officers of this 
kingdom, fur or on account of the iſſuing or payment of any ſum 
or tums which ſhall be received for or on account of the ſaid ſeve- 
ral aids hereby granted to his Majeſty, or for or upon iſſuing any 
ſum or ſums of money which ſhall or may be borrowed purſuant 
to any act of parliament or vote of credit this ſeſſion of parliament, 
be applied towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 

Kefolved, That it the opinion of this committee, that towards 
raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhall for the ſeveral 
aud reſpective things herein- after mentioned, which ſhall be writ- 
ten or engroſſed, the ſeveral and reſpective rates, impoſitions, 
charges and ſums of money be raiſed, levied, collected and paid 
unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuccetiors, from the 25th day cf 
December, 1952, to the 25th day of March, 1785, incluſive. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 6/, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or written, 
during the time aforeſaid, any diſpenſation to hold two eccleſiaſti- 
cal dignities or benefices, or both a dignity and a benefice, or any 
other diſpenſation or faculty from the Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
or maſter of the faculties for the time being. 4 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 6/, be paid for every tkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engtoſſed or 
vritten, during thE time aforeſaid, any grant or letters patent un- 
der the great ſeal of Ireland, of any honour, dignity, promotion, 
lanchiſe, » liberty or privilege to any perſon or perſons, bodies 
politic or corpcrate, or exemplifications of the ſame (commillions 
of tebellion in proceſs always excepted.) 

Keſolved, Phat it is the opinion of chis committee, that a dut 
of 6/. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or, ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engrofled or writ- 
ten, during the time aforeſaid, any grant from his Majeſty, his 
heirs, or ſucceſſors, or any ſum of money exceeding 200/. which 
ſtall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland. | 

Retolved, 'That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 6/. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or writ- 
ten, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of any office or em- 
ployment which ſhall be above the A 2 of 2001. per annum. 
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Reſolved, That is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 


of 31. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or ur- 
ten, during the time aforeſaid, any pardon (except the pardon 
paſſed in forma pauperis) of or, for any crime or offence, or ct 
any ſum of money or forfeiture whatſoever, or on which any 
warrant - or reprieve, relaxation from any fines, corporal puniſh- 
ment or other forfeiture, ſhall be — — or written. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 3. be paid for every ſkin. or piece of vellum or: parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet gf paper, on which ſhalt be engrotſed 
or written, during en — 5. any grant from his Majelty, 
his heirs. or ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money not exceading 200. 
nor lefs than 100/, which ſhall pats the great ſcal of Ireland. 
_ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that à duty 
of 3/. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or, parchmen;, 
or piece or ſhect of paper, on which ſhall be engrofled or writ- 
ten, during the time aforeſaid any, grant of any office ot employ- 


+ 


ment which ſhall be above the value of 50). per annum, and un- 
der the value of 200", e ae 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 3/. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or {beet of paper, on. which ſuall be engroſſed or written, 
during the time aforctaid, any admiſſion of any fellow of the 
college of phyſicians, or 1 any attorney, _ _ advocate, 
proctor, notary or other officer or officers in any, court. wlſatſo- 
ever, except ſuch officer be an annual officer in, any carporation 
or inferior court, whoſe office is under the value of 10ʃ. a year 
in falary, fees or other perquiſites, ot any appeal from the count 
of Admiralty or Prerogative Court, or fam any Archiepiſcopal 
Court. | * | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinicn of this committee, that a 
duty of 2/. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed cr 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of lands in fee, leaſe 
for years, ot other grant of profit not herein particularly, charged, 
that ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland, or the ſeal of the Exchc+ 
quer, cuſtodiam leaſes excepted. _ R 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 21. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhell be engroſſed or written, 
during the time aforetaid, any preſentation or donation which 
ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland, or upon which any collation 
to be made by any archbiſhop or biſhop, or any preſentation or 
donation to be made by any patron whatſoever, of or to any 
| benefice, dignity or ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical promotion whatlo- 
ever, of the value of. 100/. a year or upwards, the value to be 
aſcertained by the certificate of the archbiſhop or biſhop, ot 
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vicar-general of the dioceſe, provided always that two or more 
benefices, epiſcopally united, ſhall be deemed and taken to be 
one benefice only. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 10s, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time afoteſaid, any exemplification of what 
_ whatſoever that ſhall paſs the ſeal of any court what- 
de ver. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 10s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engrofſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any inſtitution that ſhall paſs 
the ſeal of any archbiſhop, biſhop, chancellor or other ordinary 
or eccleſiaſtical court whatſoever, provided that an inſtitution to 
two or more benefices epilcopally united, ſhall be confidered as 
to a fingle benefice. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, 1 the time aforeſaid, any conveyance, ſurrender of 
grants or offices, releaſe or other deed whatſoever, which ſhall 
be enrolled of record in any of the courts of the city of Dublin, 
or in any other court of record whatſoever, | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of error, certio- 
tari or appeal, except to the delegates, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 55. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any ſentence that ſhall be 
given in the court of Admiralty, or any attachment that ſhall 
be made out of the ſaid court of Admiralty, or any relaxation 
of any ſuch attachment. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any probate of à will, 
: letters of adminiſtration for any eſtate above the value 

. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 55, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or theet of paper, on which ſhall -be engroſſed 
or written, during the cime aforeſaid, any recognizance condi- 
toned for the payment of money or 2 of covenants 
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or agreements, ſtatute ſtaple or ſtatute merchant, or entered of 
record in any court, or office, except ſuch recognizances as ſhall 
be. entered into by perſons applying for licenſes to ſell by 
retail beer, ale, wine, . ſtrong waters or other liquors, which 
recognizances ſhall be conſidered as bonds, and ſhall pay ac- 
cordingly. 

| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 55. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, ox piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any record of nifi prius 
or poſtea. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5:. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of entry for 
ſuffering a common recovery. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty be paid, during the time aforcſ:id, for every [kin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhall be engrofſed or written any judgment whatſoever which 
ſhall be ſigned by the maſter of any office or his deputy or 
ſecondary, or by any prothonotary or his ſecondary, deputy 
or clerk, or any other officer belonging to any of the courts 
at the waa o Dublin, who have power or uſually do or ſhall 
ſign judgments, after the rate of 5s. for every judgment en- 
grofſed or written on ſuch ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet cf paper. a 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 55. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any commiſſions iſſuing 
out N eccleſiaſtical court not herein otherwiſe particularly 
charged. f 8 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engtoſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any warrant, monition 
or perſonal decree in the court of Admiralty, except in ſuits 
for the payment of ſeamens wages. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 2a 
duty of 25. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be en- 


oſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any indenture, 
ſe or dged poll not hereby otherwiſe charged, except inden- 
tures for Cadiog poor pariſh or other poor children, ſupported 
by public or private charities, apprentices, 
| Refolyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 3 


duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or patch- 
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ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed or written, during the time afotreſaid, any writ of habeas 
corpus. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any ſpecial bail to be 
taken in any of the courts of the city of Dublin, or before 
any of the judges of the faid courts, or in any court what- 
{oever, or any appearance upon ſuch yu bail. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
F ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any decree or diſmiſſion 
made by or in the Courts of Chancery or Exchequer. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
h ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
Þ or written, during the time aforeſaid, any common bail to be 
; tiled in any court whatſoever, and any appearance that ſhall 
be made upon ſuch bail. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
all duty, of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 

ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
uf or written, during the, time aforeſaid, any admiſſion into any 
corporation or company. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any affidavit, except ſuch 
aſdavits as ſhall be taken before the officers of his Majeſty's 
cuſtoms or exciſe, or any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or 
before a magiſtrate'of any corporation acting as a juſtice of the 
peace,” or acting in any Court of Conſcience or ſummary juriſ- 
diction, or before any judge of aſſize or commiſſion of Oyer and 
Terminer, relative to proſecutions on trials or indictments, or 
to civil bills, or that ſhall be made for the purpoſe of raiſing or 
accounting for public money, and except affidavits made rela- 
tive to the hempen and flaxen manufactures, or to the payment 
of corn premiums, or made before the truſtees of any turnpike 
relative to the roads or tolls of ſuch turnpike, or affidavits made 
before the Dublin Society. And that a duty of 1s. be paid for 
fvery ſkin or pigce of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet 
of paper, ypon which any copy of ſuch affidavit as is here- 
in before charged, that thall filed or read in any court 
whatſoever, ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the time 
doreſaid. | 9 
M 2 
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| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, chat 1 
duty of 15. be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ent, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 

or written, during the time aforeſaid, any original writ (except 
ſuch original upon which a writ of capias iſſues) ſubpoena, writ 
of capias quo minus, writ of dedimus poteſtatem to take as 
_ tivers, examine witnefſes or appoint guardians, or any othe: 
writ whatſoever, or any other proceſs or mandate that ſhall iſſue 
out of or paſs the ſeals of any of the courts at the city of Dub- 
Un, or any other court whatſoever holding plea where the debt 
ot damages doth amount to forty ſhillings or abo, or the thing 
in demand is of that value. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that z 
duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, om which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time afoteſaid, any entry of any action 
in the mayor's and ſheriffs courts of the city of Dublin, and 
in courts in all corporations and other courts whatſoever, out 
of which no writs, proceſs or mandate iſſue, holding ple: 
where the debt or damage doth amount te forty ſhillings 
above. 

\ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforgſaid, any rule or order (except 
in cauſes proſecuted upon indiftments, or which relate to pre- 
ſentments) made or given in any of che courts at the city df 
Dublin, either courts of law or equity, which ſhall be ts 
l | r 2 8 1 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or patch- 
ment, ot piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engtoſſed 
or written during the time afoteſaid, any copy of ſuch rules 
or orders (except in cauſes proſecuted upon indictments, of 
which relate to preſentments) entered, or the copies of any other 
records or proceedings in any of the ſaid Courts of the city df 
Dublin, not hereby otherwiſe charged. | 

}\ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 1 
duty of 15. be paid for every .tkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any citation or monition 
made in the prerogative court, or in any eccleſiaſtical courts, 
or any libel or allegation, depoſition, anſwer, ſentence or final 
decree, or any inventory exhibited in the prerogative Court, ol 
in any eccleſiaſtical court, or the Court of Admiralty, of 
whereupon any copies of them reſpectively ſhall be engtoſſed 
or written, except in ſuits for recovery of ſeamens wages. 
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Reſolved,” That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 15. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece pr ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, dur the time aforeſaid, any charter party, pclicy 
of aſſurance, p rt, bond, releaſe, contract, or other ohliga- 
cory inſtrumentf of any proteſt, procuration, letter of attorney, 
or any other. nÞþtarial act whatſoever, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any depoſitions taken in 
the Court of Chancery or Court of Exchequer, except the pa- 
per draughts of depoſitions taken by virtue of any commil- 
fon before they are engroſſed, which are not herein before 
charged, | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which: ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of any bill, 
anſwer, plea, demurrer, replication, rejoinder, interrogatories, 
depoſition or other proceedings whatſoever taken in the Court 
of Chancery or Court of Exchequer, or in any Court of 
Equity. | 

Relolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of any will 
atteſted by the proper officer of the prerogative Court, or any 
eccleſiaſtical Court. 5 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any declaration, plea, 
replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other 3 whatſoever 
in any court of law, or any Copy thereof. * 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 4d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any certificate or debens 
ture for-drawing back any cuſtoms or duties for or in reſpe& 
of the reſhipping or exporting of any goods or merchandizes 
which at any time or times, from and after the 25th day of 
December, 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785, inclufive, 
dall be exported, or ſhipped to be exported from the kingdom 
of Ireland for any parts beyond the ſeas, to be paid by the per- 
lon for whoſe begetie or at whole inſtance fuch debenture or 
certificate ſhall be obtained, 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 4 
duty of 1d. be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for every alma- 
nack or calendar for any one parcicular year, or for any time 
leſs than a year, which ſhall be printed on one fide only of any 
ſheet or piece of paper only; and of 24. for every other almanack 
or calendar for any one particular year, and that for every al- 
manack or calendar made to ſerve for ſeveral years, the retpettive 
rates aforeſaid ſhall be paid for every ſuch year. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 

be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for all papers containing public 
news, intelligence or occurrences, a duty of one halfpenny for 
every ſheet, or piece of paper leſs than a ſheet, on which ſw 
news, intelligence or occurrences ſhall be printed. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for every pamphlet ar papg 
not exceeding fix ſheets in oQtave, or in a leiſer page, or not 
exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, or twenty ſheets cf folio, ſo 
printed, a duty after the rate of 15. ſterling for every ſheet of 
any kind of paper which ſhall be contained in one printed copy 
or impreſſion thereof, | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
be paid, during the time aforeſaid, a duty cf 64. for every ad- 
vertiſement to be contained in or publiſhed with any gazette, 
newſpaper or journal, to be publiſhed weekly or okner, or in 
any other printed papct or pamphlet whatſoever, being ditpetſed 
or made public yearly, monthly, or at any other interval & 
ume. | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon every piece of vellum, parchment or paper, on which 
ſhall be engroſſed or written the admiſlion of any itudent or barril- 
7 * the ſociety of king's inns, there ſhall be paid a duty 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all French wines in- 
ported into this kingdom from the 25th day of December, 1783, 
to the 25th day of My 17885, incluſive : if filled and imported 
by natives 33/. 75. if filled and imported by ſtrangers 34/. 10, 
44. if untilled and imported by natives 314. rs, it unfilled and 
imported by ſtrangers 32/. 2s. by the tun for every tun thereof, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the {aid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any difcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe and other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by 
any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

_ _ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following duties ſhall be paid for and upan all wines of the growth 


DD EE BirA T- 0:0 167 


Vef Portugal and Madeira imported into this kingdom during the 


time aforeſaid : if filled and imported by natives 220 4s. 34. it 
filled and imported by firangers 25!. —-s. 2557. if un- 
filled and imported by natives 2ol. 14+. if unhlied and imported 
by ſtrangers 21/. 8;. by the tun for every tun thereof, and ſo 
in proportion for any 2 or leis quantity; the ſaid duties 
to be paid down in ready money net, without any difcount ur 
allowance, and to he in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties pa yable to his Majety for the fame by any 
act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Rheniſh wine im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid : if filed and 
imported by natives 27/. 19, 10434. if filled and imported 
by ſtrangers 29/. 95s. 10434. if unfilled and imported by 
natives 251. 135. logs fd. if unhlicd and imported by 
ſtrangers 27/1. —s. 101534 by the tun fur every tun 
thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; 
the ſaid duties ro be paid down in ready money net, without any 
diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
all cuſtom, exciſe and other duties payable to his Majeſty for 
the ſame by any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinton of this committee, that the 
following duties ſhall he paid for and upon all Spaniſh wine im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid: if filled and 
imported by natives 28/. if filled and imported by ſtrangers 29/. 
135. 44. if unfilled and imported by natives 25. 148. if un- 
flled and imported by ſtrangers 27/. 45. by the tun for every 
tun thereof, and ſo in proportion fog any greater or leſs quan- 
tity ; the ſaid duties to be paid ee ready money net, with- 
out any deduction or allowance, and to be in lien and full ſatiſ- 
faction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to his Ma- 
jeſty for the ſame by any act or acts of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom. 4 
| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid the following duties ſhall be paid for all 
wines from the Canaries, and all other the dominions of Spain: 
if filled and imported by natives 3 /. 45. i034. if filled 
and imported by ſtrangers 32/. 177. 24%, if unfilled and 
imported by natives 28/. 115. 63*/. it unfilled and im- 
ported by ſtrangers 30/. 1s. 625. by the tun for every 
un thereof, and to in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
ty, the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money net, with- 
out any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatiſ- 
ation of all cuſtom, .£xcile or other duties payable to his Ma- 
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jeſty for the ſame by any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. : 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 

following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all other wines im- 
ported into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid : If filled 
and imported by natives 28/. gs. 10337. if filled and im- 
ported by ſtrangers 30“. 3 218d. if untilled and imported by 
natives 26/. 3s. 1018 fd. if unfilled and imported by firai- 
gers 270. 125. 10d. 437, by the tun, for every tun thereo!, 
and fo in proportion for any greater. or leſs quantity; the faid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any dit- 
count or allowance, and to be in lieu and fall ſatis faction of all 
cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the fame 
by any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this king- 
dom. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that boun- 
ties ought to be given on all plain Iriſh linens, and on, all Irik 
linens and Iriſh caliicoes ard cottons, and cottons mixed with 
linens, printed, painted, ſtained or dyed in this kingdom, be- 
ing the breadth of twenty-five inches or more, and not exceed- 
ing, when plain and unpainted, unſtained, unprinted or undy- 
ed, the value of 15. 74. per yard; and alſo on Iriſh diapers and 
huckabacks, {TV jp and otheg linens above yard wide, and not 
exceeding 1. 754. the ſquare yard in value, which ſhall be ex- 
ported from this kingdom to Africa, America, the Weſt Indies, 
ps Portugal, Gibraltar, or Minorca, between the 25th day 
of December, 1783, and the 25th day of March, 1785, inclu- 
ſive, after the rates following, that is to ſay, a bounty of 
one half-penny per yard for all under the value as aforeſaid cf 
54. the yard; and a bounty of 14. per yard for all of the value 
of 54. and under 64. the yard; and à bounty of 14g. per yard 
for all of the value of 64. and under the value of 15s. 75d. the 
yard ; and a bounty of one halfpenny per yard for all chequed 
and itriped linen, not exceeding 15. 744. nor under 7d. per yard 
in value; and a bounty of 134. for every ſquare yard of dia- 
pers, huckabacks, ſheetings, and other linens, upwards of a 
yard in breadth, not exceeding 15. 74. a ſquare yard in value; 
and a bounty of 674. for every three ells of Iriſh made fail 
cloth or canvas fit for or made into fails, which ſhall be exported 
by way of merchandize to any place except Great Britain, du- 
ring the time aforeſaid, and fo in proportion for any greater or 
leſs quantities; the value of all ſuch linen, if painted, ſtained, 

ſtamped or dyed, or of ſuch callicoes and cottons mixed with 
linen, whereupon they are to be reſpectively intitled to the 
bounties aforeſaid, to be deemed their value when in a plain 
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Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
order to encourage the growth of flax-ſeed in this kingdom, 1t 
will be expedient to diſcontinue all bounties on the import of 
foreign ſeed, and to give bounties to encourage the cultivation of 
it at home. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, an additional 
iupoſt or duty, aftcr the rate of 21. 10s. per cent. on the pro- 
duce or amount of the duties payable on alſteas imported, and 
on all wines imported, except wines of the growth of Portugal 
or the Madeiras; and an additional duty or impoſt, after the 
rate of 5/. per cent. on the produce and amount of the cuſtoms, 
inwards and import exciſe, which ſhall be due and payable 
to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the term afore - 
laid, and which ſhall be collected in this kingdom for and upon 
any goods and merchandizes imported into the ſame, except up- 
on wines, teas, tobacco, hops, ſugars, and the ſeveral goods or 
merchandizes of the product or manufacture of the Britiſh Colo- 
nies in America or the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh Settlements 
on the coaſt of Africa, whereon any duties are impoſed or alter- 
ed this ſeſſion of parliament; the ſaid additional impoſt or duty 
to be paid oy their amount after the uſual diſcount and allow- 
ances have been made therefrom, 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty for the encou- 
ragement of Engliſh proteſtant ſchools in this kingdom, a tax be 
laid on all hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, or any other trad- 
ing perſons going from town to town, or to other mens houſes, 
and travelling either on foot or with horſe, or otherwiſe carry- 
ing to ſell or expoſing to fale any goods, wares or merchandizes, 


except, ſuch perſons as ſhall deal only in ſelling acts of parlia- 


ment, forms of prayer, proclamations, gazettes, almanacks or 

other printed papers, or fiſh, fruit or victuals, or the real work- 

ers or makers of any goods of wares within this kingdom, who 

ſhall deal only in felling. ſuch goods and wares, excepting alſo 

tinkers, coopers, glaziers, plumbers, harneſs-menders, and per- 

— — 2 y trading in mending kettles, tubs, houſehold goods or 
rneſs. : ; 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, and 
other trading perſons, be 10s. on every tuch hawker, pedlar, 
petty chapman or other trading perſon ; and alſo that the further 
ſum of 10s. be laid on every hawker, pedlar, petty chapman, 
and other trading perſon travelling with a horſe, als, mule or 
other beaſt bearing or drawing burthen, for each horſe, aſs, mule, 
or other beaſt bearing or drawing burthen, he or ſhe ſhall ſo 
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travel with, over and above the firſt-mentioned tax of 10s. from 
the 24th day of March, 1784, to the 25th day of March, 1785, 
incluſive. 

Reſolved, That all duties of cuftoms inwards, import exciſe, 
and all other duties whatſoever payable on the import of any 
goods, wares and merchandizes, Aalen the time aforeſaid, ſhall 
be paid down net in ready money, without any diſcount or al- 
lowance for prompt payment. | 

Reſolved, That for and upon all goods, wares and mer- 
chandizes which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, except ſugars, by any perſon being a retailer 
or conſumer, there ſhall de aid in ready money ner, without 
diſcount or allowance for prompt payment, an additional 


duty after the rate of 10/. per centiim on the duties . payable 


ther-on reſpeCtively, over and above the full amount of ſuch 


duties. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty be laid on all ſteel and iron wite which ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the 
rate of 2/. 10s. for every hundred weight thereof, and ſo in pro- 
portion for _ greater or leſs quantity. N 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in one o. more hill 
or bilts, purſuant to the faid reſolutions and the reſolutions 
of the committee of ſupply ; and that the Right Honourable 
— Foſter, the Right Honourable Mr. Attorney General, 

Prime rv tv Mr. Solicitor General, George Ponſon- 
by, Eſq; and Mr. Maſon, do prepare and bring in the 
ſame. | 


A petition of the journeymen hoſiers of the tounty and 
city of Dublin was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth their deplorable ſituation, ariſing from enomous importa- 
tions, together with the frequent want of that part of the peti- 
tioners raw material employed in worſted hoſiery, and praying 
that the Houſe would grant petitioners. relief, by paſſing a law 
for protecting duties to ſupport their trade. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſider further of 
ways and means for railing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 


Mr. Burgh, Accountant General, preſented to the Houſe, 
urtuant to their order, an account of the quantum of money 
paid jn the year, ending Lady-day, 1783, on exchequer ac- 
quittances, by the ſeveral collectors of his Majeſty's revenue, di 


tinguiſiing each collection. | 


* 
. 


„ DM BYA T E s 171 


The title whereof was read, and the account ordered to lie 
on the table for the peruſal of the members. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of ways and 
means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; and after 
ſome time ſpent therein Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and the 
Right Hon. Fobn Fefter reported from the committee that they 
had came to ſeveral reſolutions in the matter to them referred, 
which he was directed to report when the Houſe will pleaſe to 
receive the ſame, and that he was alſo directed to move the 
Houſe for leave to fit again. 

Ordered, I hat the report be received to-morrow morn- 


ing. 


Reſolved, That this Houſe will, on Tueſday morning next, 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to confider 
further of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
Majeſty, | | ; 

Mr. Attorney General ſaid, that when England imparted to this 
nation an equal enjoyment of her plantation trade, 1t-was on con- 
dition that we fhould equalize che duties on all plantation goods 
imported into Ireland, to the rate of the duty laid upon the ſame 
goods when imported into England. That agreeable to this co- 
venant, the Houſe in the laſt ſeſſion had gone into a cloſe inveſti- 
gation of the ſubject, and had turned their attention chiefly to ſu- 
gar, the principal produce of the Weft India Iſlands; that as to 
the Muſcovado ſugars, the rates were eafily ſettled ; and that af- 
ter long — it had appeared, that 125. 1d. on refined ſugars, 
was the juſt equalizing duty between England and Ireland; by 
which the refiners of both countries might work to equal advan- 
tage. That confonant to this opinion, the Houſe tranſmitted to 
England a bill for equalizing the duties, laying 125 1. on every 
hundred of Britiſh refined imported here, but that it had been re- 
turned altered to 9s. 44. that his opinion was, that 9s. 4. was not 
ſufficient to protect the refineries of Ireland, and he would now 
move to increaſe that ſum to 125. 1d. 

Mr. David Latouche ſaid, that though he did by no means think 
125. id, a true equalization, yet as adminiſtration had conceded 
ſomething by reſtoring the duty firſt agreed to by the Houſe, he 
would for the preſent reſt content, in arder to try its operation on 
the refinery, which if againſt the next ſeſſions it ſhould appear an 


ineffectual duty, he was reſolved himſelf then to move a further 


one, : 

Mr. Fitegibben— never was more atentive in my life to any 
ſubject, than I was laft ſeſſion to the ſubject now before us, and 
I do aſſert, and the evidence will warrant that aſſertion, that eve- 
ry witneſs examined by the Houſe, eſtabliſhed this fact; that un- 


- 
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der the former duty of gs. 4d. the Iriſh refiner had a decided ſu- 
periority. I conſider the refiners of Ireland as a national object, 
only ſo far as they encourage a direct trade between this country 
and the plantations, otherwiſe they are no national object at all; 
and my view was, by the duty impoſed, to drive our merchants 
into a direct trade with the iſlands of the Weſt Indies, for if we 
are to continue in the old ſlovenly circuitous way, our refineries, 
inſtead of being an advantage to the trade of this country, will 
be of but little * to it. 5 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, we ſhould follow the example of England 
in laying duties, amounting almoſt to a prohibition, on foreign 
manufactures. When we had permiſſion to trade to the Weſt 
India Iſlands, there was a duty of 55. 64. Carried for an equaliz- 
ing duty; this was found to be too ſmall, and on the queſtion 
being re-conſidered, it was found that 125. 1d. was 8 ade- 

quate to protect the Iriſh refinery ; byt on this going to England, 
the Engliſh refiners had it deferred to the lords of trade, who 
reduced it to 9s. and 254, and this was adopted. The refiners 
of Britain could have but two motives for reducing our protection 
from 125. 1d. to gs. 47, either an inſidious intęntion to deſtroy 
our reſineries, or a monopolizing with to poſſeſs our market. 
The Iriſh refiners proved that it would take 3 cwt. of raw to 
make one cwt. of refined; but this poſition you over-ruled. 
However, England herſelf, not long ago, ſhewed you your 
_ error; for in laying on additional duties, ſhe adopted the pro- 

portion of three to one. He acknowledged that the plantation 
trade was a gift, and that much gratitude would have been due, 
was it fairly imparted ; but upon receiving this gift, we had been 
induced to refirain ourſelves from trading with the ſugar colonics 
of every ſtate but Britain—a reſtraint under which we now ſevere- 
ly ſuffered, for had we it now in our power to offer Portugal to 
receive ſugars from Brazil (which could furniſh on more advan- 
tageous terms than any plantation of Britain) we might ſettle 
our trade with the Portugueſe on a very reſpectable footing. 

Mr. Beresford ſaid, he roſe not to oppoſe the motion, but to 
explain the reaſons of his former conduct, and the principles on 
which he had then acted, and from which he had not departed. 
He ſaid, that the direct importation had ever been his object, and 
the point to which his reaſoning went; conſonant to which the 
true equalizing duty was to make our duty upon Britiſh retined 
ſugars equal to the Britiſh drawback ; he had therefore originally 
atterted that 3. 44. was the true equalizing duty; he declared 
ſo ſtill, and that every thing above 3s. 44. was a favour. 

He ſaid, he would not enter at large into the ſubject z but as 
much evil had been propheſied, and many melancholy prediction 


\ 


made when the duty of gs. 44. had been laid on, he would juk 


| 
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take a tranſient view of the conſequences produced by that 
duty. | 

In ewo years, previous to the free trade, we imported 424,831 
cwt. from Great Britain. | 

In the three years of the free trade, we imported 361,869 
ext. from Great Britain, out of which 62,000 cwt. was import- 
ed directly from the Weſt Indies. It is not an eaſy matter for 
nations to fall into a new trade, but I will ſtate its gradations : 

In the firſt year there was imported 1 47,440 cwt. out of which 
there was 7,384, cwt. from the Weſt Indies, which is equal to 
1 part out of 174. N 

In the next year, 152,000 cwt. out of which there was 18,681 
from the Welt Indies, or as one to ſeven. 

In the third year 133,000 cwt. out of which there was 34,164 
directly from the Weſt Indies, or as one to two and eighteen 
twentieths. | 

In telfaſt, in 1781, there was imported 14,072 cwt. out of 
which 1,334 cwt. was directly from the Weſt Indies, as 1 to 
. In the ſecond year there was 12,343 cwt. out of 3,156. 
In the third year, 9, 183 cwt. out of which there was 3,708 cwt. 
from the Weſt Indies. 

But beſides the gloomy predictions that had been made con- 
cerning our direct trade to the Weſt Indies, which Mr. Beresford 
thus diſproved, he went on to ſhew that the declarations of the 
merchants and ſugar-bakers, that Ireland would be ſupplied 
with refined ſugars wholly from Great Britain,“ was equally ill- 
founded, for he proved from the accounts for ſeven years laſt 
paſt, that before the free trade, the Engliſh refiner ſupplied 
about 1-12th of our market, and at preſent even that was reduced, 
he ſupplied but 1-1 3th : in eſtabliſhing this point, he took no- 
tice of a Mr. Thompſon of Belfaſt, who had given evidence before 
the committee in previous ſeſſions. That gentleman bad ſaid, 
that by a,duty of 9s. 4. the Iriſh refinery would be undone. 
Mr. Beresford had lately been at Belfaſt, and had enquired into 
the ſtate of his manufacture, which he had the pleaſure to find 
was much more flouriſhing than ever. When the new duties paſ- 


| fed, Mr. Thompſon had two ſugar-houſes in Belfaſt, and there 


was alto in that town another, the property of ſome other per- 
ſons. Prqnouncing the ruin of the manufactory, Mr. Thompſon 
ſhuts up ogfe of his houſes, and dexterouſly perſuades thoſe other 
perigns toldo the ſame by theirs; upon which he turns over all 
his men to Nis other refinery, and carries on his trade on a more ex- 
tenſive plan than ever. His importation in the laſt year with one 
ſugar-houſe, was greater than in any year when he had two ; 
and about half that importation was by a direct trade with the 
Weſt Indies. | 217 by ; 38 f 


| 
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Having thus, he hoped proved, that the duty of gs. 4. was (ul. 
ficient, not by his opinion only, but by the practice of Mr. Thomy- 
ſon, he ſaid, it was not his deſign to reſiſt giving the ſugar 
bakers a monopoly, if gentlemen ſhould think right ſo to do. 
Mr. Maſon ſupported the fats advanced by the laſt Right 

Hon. Speaker. He would not, he ſaid, enter at large into a bu- 
fineſs on which at preſent there ſeemed no queſtion z but he 
thought it juſt to defend from ungenerous aſperſions that honourable 
body, the board of trade, by whoſe advice the former duty had 
been fixed at 9s. 44,—they bad acted on the moſt equitable prin- 
ciples, and the event had juſtified their opinion: nor did he 
think a reſpectable body of our ſellou- ſubjects, the ſugar reſinen 
of Great Britain, deſerved the unkind inſinuations that had been 
uttered againſt them; they had ſeveral opportunities of throwing 
into our market large quantities of their manufacture, which, 
had they intended to injure the Iriſh refineries, they would have 
ſcized, but which they always omitted. At one particular time 
they had a bounty of 125, 64. which was not counteracted by 
us for ſeveral months: yet they made no unfair advantage of 
this bounty, but carried on their trade with the ſame uniform 
induſtry for which Engliſh manufacturers are diſtinguiſhed. He 
concluded with ſaying, that he would conſent to the duty now 
propoſed as an experiment ; but if he found that it encouraged the 
Circuitous trade, he would move its repeal in the next ſeſſion. 

Mr. Hartley acquitted himſelf from intending to caſt aſperſion 
on the board of trade, but faid, they had only heard one fide of 
the queſtion. ; 

Mr. Godfrey Green approved of the former duty ; he entered 
into a detail of many acts of combination by the Iriſh refiners, par- 
ticularly at Cork. He feared, that if they were to obtain a mono- 
poly, they would fall again into the circuitous track; and faid, 
that every man who choſe to drink his tea or his punch ſweet, 
ought to vote againſt it. | 

the laſt war there were quantities of ſugars in Cork, but 
they kept up the price. The Engliſh retiners will give nine or 
twelve months credit, but the Iriſh refiners will give only thirty- 
one days. They are certainly at great expence 2 coals in theit 
manufacture, but I hope our own collieries way be worked, and 
not be under the neceſſity of applying to Sir james Lowther. 
Whenever ſpices are cheap, the Dutch burn them in order to 
keep up their price. by: 

Right Hon. the Proveft declared his i e of any monopoly 
in the ſugar-bakers of Cork to keep up the price of ſugar. 
Mr. Fellbam ſaid, he would not enter on the ſubject which his 
Right Hon. Friend, better informed than he, had ſo ably ſtated 
to the Houſe; but he declared that he never before had heard of 
any combination among the Britiſh refiners to injure Ireland; he 
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thought them incapable of it ; they had indeed been of different 
opinions, ſome approving, and others condemning the former 
duty. He was happy, he ſaid, that an Hon. Member approved 
of the duty now intended, and recommended it to gentlemen to 
be unanimous, as government had in this buſineſs advanced to 
meet the wiſhes of the people. 

Ar. Metge,—I highly approve of the duties now propoſed, 
and will vote for the motion. 

Mr. Crattar.— When this buſineſs came on the laſt ſeſſion, 
council was called to the bar, and Mr. Sutton, Mr. Thompſon, 
and others were examined. What was then ſaid appears now to 
be true, for we only import directly from the Weſt Indies one- 
ſeventh of our conſumption : Mr. Thompſon faid it would deſtroy 


the manufacture here; but, ſaid he, I ſhall not ſuffer ſo much 
ng 2 others on account of my experience in the buſineſs. The 
, queſtion then paſſed in the affirmative. 
as Mr. Hartley ſaid, that as on account of the recent misfortune 
" of a Right Hon. Gentleman who had taken an active part in the 
of buſineſs of protecting duties, it was to be feared he would not 
= be able to attend in his place in time for having theſe duties in- 


n ſerted in a money bill, he ſhould on Thurſday next bring it on, 
„ WY tough conſcious how much he fell ſhort in the ability with which 


he that gentleman would have himſelf brought it forward. 

Mr. Beresford ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman, notwithſtanding 
bis unhappy ſituation, was determined to attend when that bu- 
gr ſineſs would come on finally, but that it would be premature to 


bring the buſineſs into the Houſe while the committee of trade 
was open, and that many witneſſes were yet to be examined. 

Mr. Hartley aſked was it intended to tack theſe duties to one 
of the great money bills? | 
Mr. Telver ten. — This is a ſubje& of great magnitude, and 
deſerves the moſt patient and thorough inveſtigation. The Right 
Hon, Gentleman in poſſeſſion of the ſubje& has examined ſome 
witneſſes already, and he has more to examine. I am ſenſible 
4s ſoon as he is a little recovered from thoſe feelings he muſt be 
under from his recent loſs, he will bring on this buſineſs. It is 
a queſtion of importance, and every gentleman ſhould have time 
to conſider it maturely. Ido not know all the articles which 
are intended to come under the head of protecting duties. To 
alk it to he tacked to the money bill, is ſuppoſing it to be already 
palſed ; the whole ſubject muſt come before the Houſe before 
they can agree to it. | 

dir fobn Blaquiere,—1 recommend the conſideration of this queſ- 
tion, and I would have it inveſtigated with the greateſt circum- 
ſpection, in a patient manner. The concourſe of people crowd- 
az Jour avenues are not to intimidate; the dignity of parlia- 
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ment muſt be preſeryed. As to the manufaQuurers they deſery: 
the attention and encouragement of parliament. 

Mr. Curren.—T wiſh that no time ſhould be loſt in this buſineſ. 
Your ſtarving manufacturers came here as ſupplicants, not u 
rioters. I have ſuch firm reliance on the humanity and integrity 
of the Right Hon. Gentlemen on the other fide, that I doubt 


not they will become their patrons ; they ſhould meet with the 
ſupport of every man in this Houſe. The Right Hon. Gentle. 
man will not be offended at its being brought on. It will na 
depend for protection on the abilities of an individual, but on the 
wiſdom-and juſtice of parliament, He confeſſed, however, thu 
he feared the deſire he obſerved in the gentlemen on the oth 
. fide of the Houſe, to poſtpone this great buſineſs, boded 0 
ood ; for if it erred till after the receſs, he feared w: 
uid never hear more of1 : 

Mr. Pelhbam.—1 riſe to inform the Hon. Gentleman who enquire 
whether the committee will cloſe before the ſuhject now under 
conſideration be diſcuſſed, that ſo far as it depends upon nt 
and the gentlemen with whom! have the honour to co-opetate, 
it ſhall receive the fulleſt and faireſt inveſtigation. Every bil 
laying a duty upon goods imported is a money bill, and con- 
quently muſt go through the committee; and it is not my il 
either to precipitate the preſent buſineſs or to give it any delay, 
This anſwer I have given to-day to two corporations who appliet 
to me on this ſubject. But gentlemen ſay, tack this to a money 
bill. If they ſay this by way of threat, or as having any diffidence 
of his Majeſty's miniſters, let them ſpeak out. The learngd 
gentleman has ſaid, we might collect the meaning and neceſliy 
of protecting duties from thoſe who yeſterday crowded about 
this Houſe—burt I ſay, parliament is the only place where I wil 
receive information on this ſubjet—where 1 will debate it, d 
where I will form my opinion. 

Attorney General. —1 do not mean to reply to what has been 
faid, but I think myſelf called u to declare, that I hope to 
receive better information upon this ſubject before I form my de- 
termination, than what has yet been offered. I will never re 
ceive any information, or comply with any deſire of perſons wiv 
come to intimidate this houſe. I know how they were collect 
ed—I am not ignorant of the means that are uſed and I lament 
that I did not laſt night move ſome reſolutions to ſecure the mob 
valuable privilege of parliament, the privilege of free debate. | 
think it proper to ſay this, leſt theſe deluded, miſguided poo 
people ſhould imagine they could gain any thing by tumult- 
From what has happened in parliament, they have every realo 
to believe that their cauſe is in better hands in this houle, tha 
with thoſe who miſlead them to our doors. 

The Houſe reſumed. 
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The committee reported they had made ſome progreſs, and re- 


queſted leave to fit again. 


Mr. Daly moved that liſts may be given in, reſpeQing the vo- 
ters on the Galway election. Ordered. k 


Wronss Dax, NOVEMBER, 19, 1783. 


The petition of Sir John Brown, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion for the county of Mayo, was withdrawn, 

A committee in the uſual form was nominated to try the Leitrim 
election, viz. 

Thomas Burgh, Eſq; Henry Pomeroy, Eſqz 
Richard Nevill, Eſq; Hercules Rowley, Eſqz 
vs Reily, Eſq; Henry Stewart, Eſq; 

phraim Carrol, Eſq, Lord Kilwarlin, 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq; | Patrick Walſb, Eſq; 

on, Thomas Packenham, | John Hobſon, Eſqz 
Broderick Chinnery, Eſq; | Lord Henry Fitzgerald. 
Rt. Hon. John Pomeroy, | | 


Mr. Ogle reported from the committee for trying the Dundalk 
election, that the Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Jocelyn, and the 
Hon. Robert Jocelyn, were duly elected to repreſent the borough 
of Dundalk, ; a 

Mr. O Hara moved for leave to bring in a bill for the more equal 
regiſtering of freeholders. Leave granted, and a committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the ſame. | 


Mr. Corry ſaid that he had felt himſelf not kindly treated on two 


attempts that he had made, to bring forward an addreſs to his 
Vajetty on the Prince of Wales having aufpiciouſly attained his 
one-and-twentieth year“ On the laſt day, when a previous 
queſtion was haſtily put to preclude his motion, upon barely re- 
queſting that he Houſe would pay at leaſt a decent civility to a 
motion, which was brought forward in a decent and parliamen- 
tary form, the Hon. General Luttrell Rated, that an attack was 
thereby made on the privileges of parliament: I cannot but con- 
gratulate the Houſe, ſaid Mr. Corry, on the champion that has 
declared himſelf the protector of parliamentary privileges; the 
pnvilege of parliament is a ſubject upon which the Hon. Gene- 
tal has heretofore highly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, and his name upon 
that topic, will, I am convinced, never be forgotten. He has 
deen equally remarkable for his attachment to the privilege: of 
parliament, as to real and adequate repreſentation of the people, 


and though his ideas of real and adec uate repreſentation, mi 


not perfectly agree with thoſe * withing for a par- 


i 
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liamentary reform, yet it is a ſubject upon which he is certainly 
higily diſtinguiſhed. I promiſed then, that I ſhould on this day 
reſume my motion for an addreſs ; on the opening of the ſeſſion, 
I mentioned it, and then ſaid, that it ought to be introduced in 
compliment to his Majeſty and his» Royal Highneſs the Prince, 
in the ſpeech from the throne, and that though it were not men- 
tioned there, yet it ought to be introduced in the addreſs from 
this houſe ; but the want of uſage and precedent, was urged as 
an argument for not adopting that opinion. Before moving the 
addreſs, I ſtall ſay a few words as to the uſage of parliament, 
relating to what concerns the Royal Family, and ſhall ſhew the 
Houſe, that theſe are precedents in favour of the principle of my 
motion, notwithſtanding that there never could have been an 
addreſs exactly the ſame of this, ſince the reign of James the 
Firſt, *till the caſe of his preſent Majeſty. Charles the Second, 
and the unfortunate james the Second, lived in times in which 
no uſage or motion of this kind could be made, as they were 
both in baniſhment at that period of their lives. William th: 
Third could not have given a precedent, nor could Queen Anne 
as heir to the crown. George the Firſt could not 3 George the 
Second was of age long before his father acceded to the Britin 
throne. Frince Frederick was of age before his arrival in Eng- 
land, and therefore his preſent Majeſty is the only caſe in which 
it could have happened ; why it did not happen, I do not pre 
ſume to N but this 1 am ſure of, that his Majeſty, 
George the Second, had certainly not a more fincere attachment 
to his family, than that which does ſuch infinite honour to his 
preſent Majeliy *'s domeſtic character. It has been ſuppoſed, that 
1t is not the uſage for parliament to interfere in matters whi 
concern the Royal Family, except when called upon by the 
throne in the ſpeech I ſhall mention ſome facts to ſet aſide that 
poſition, as alto to ſhew, that parliament have thought on fre- 
uent occaſions, that it, became them to do ſo, and on occa- 
ons not of more importance than the preſent. In England, on 
the opening of the ſeſſion in 1929, immediately after the arrival 
.of Prince Frederick, the Houſe congratulated the King thereupon, 
in the very firſt paragraph of the addreſs, _ his arrival was 
not mentioned in the. ſpeech from the throne z the ſame happened 
in the Lords of England, and a meſſage of congratulation was 
ſent to his Royal Highneſs, On that Prince's marriage in 1736, 
an addreſs was voted to the King three days after, though no 
meſſage was ſent to the Houſe, and alſo a meſſage of congratu- 
lation: to their Royal Highneſſes, the ſame as þ a Lords, In 
1737, upon Mr, Pulteney's motion for an independent eftabliſb- 
ment for the Prince of Wales, not only no meſſage was ſent, 
| which that motion was grounded, but a meſſage was read 
by Sir Robert Walpole from jhe King, with intent thereby, to 
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ſtop the motion of Mr. Pulteney, and yet there was on 2 diviſion, 
204 to 234 in ſupport of Mr. Pulteney's motion. The ſame 
day, the ſame queſtion was agitated in the Lords, and 14 peers 
proteſted when it was negatived, and it is to be remarked, that 
Mr. Pulteney clearly proves from precedents, the competency 
and the uſage of parliament to interfere in the concerns of the 
Royal Family, of their own motion, even in che momentous 
queſtion of the eſtabliſkment of the Prince of Wales; and it is 
equally remarkable, that vir Robert Walpole je ap acknow- 
ledges the competency and the uſage, and oppoigs the motion 
upon other grounds. When the Princeſs Dowager of Wales died 
in 1782, an addreſs of condolence was moved, though no meſ- 
{ze came from the King. Upon the birth of his preſent Ma- 
jelty, he not being born Prince of Wales, no addreſs was voted. 
When his preſent Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales was born, 
| his Majeſty was congratulated upon the opening of the enſuing 
ſeſſion, = #88" it was not mentioned in the ſpeech from the 
throne. All theſe caſes, Sir, clearly prove, that it has been the 
uſage of parliament to interfere in matters which concern the 
Royal Family, without being called upon by the throne z and 
now, Sir, a 2 inſtances will ſhew you that the ſame uſage has 
prevailed in this kingdom, and further, that it has been the 
uſage to mention in the ſpeech here, matters which concern the 
Royal Family, though not mentioned in the ſame manner in 
England. e firſt will prove, that I am not unwarranted in 
the motion of to-day, and the ſecond will ſhew, how wanting his 
preſent Excellency has been in not mentioning the ſubject of this 
motion in the ſpeech from the throne, On the opening of the 
{cſhon in 1729 here, no notice is taken of Prince Frederick's ar- 
nval in the dominions by the youu from the throne, and yet 
(us houſe congratulates his Majeſty in their addre(s ; and alſo upon 
the death of her late Royal Highneſs, during the ſeſſion, this 
a” Houſe votes an addreis of condolence without any notification 
on made of that event by meſſage. The marriage of Prince Frede- 
rick, and alſo the melancholy intimation of his death, are men- 
tioned in the ſpeech here, though nut notified from the King in 
England, either by ſpeech or meſſage; and to inſtance in the 
Cate of that very Prince, who is the ſubject, though not the ob- 
ect, of the addreſs, now to be moved, his Royal Highneſs's 
birth is mentioned in the ſpeech from the throne here, though 
not mentioned in the ſpeech in England; which precedents his 
prelent Excellency might, if he had choſen it, ſafely have co- 
2 on this occaſion in compliment. But, Sir, as to preceden 
ing wanting, if there had been no precedents upon this ſubjeR, I 
ſhould not think myelf concluded by the want of precedents. The 
beſt lawyers lay down, that precedents without argument and de- 
dilon, are of no moment; _ are always ſuppoſed to be made 
- | 
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upon due conſideration, and therefore the doctrine of precedents 
does not apply to caſes that are new, or never before brought 
into agitation ; and if a queſtion has never been before decided 
upon at all, that can hardly be adduced as a precedent for de- 
ciding againſt it, when it is brought forward ; nor can its never 
having been agitated be called a precedent, for that it never ſhall 
be agitated. Bet, Sir, there are caſes where a departure in par- 
liament from precedents is wiſdom—look at that body of prece- 
_ dents that fill and diſgrace your journals, till one illuſtrious man, 
now no more, nobly departing from them, in an addreſs with 
unprecedented boldnefs, thereby obtained for your nation a free 
trade. The whole ſtate of your country is unprecedented, and 
when unprecedented acts of attention have been ſhewn to you on 
the part of our gracious Sovereign, who has condeſcended to be 
a mediator between this and the other kingdom, will you ſct 
bounds to nothing in this ſyſtem of new precedents, but the gra- 
titude and affection of this houſe to that gracious Monarch ? lt 
is a time to take unprecedented occafions for aſſurances of attach- 
ment to the crown, and his Majeſty's Rbyal Family. Great 
changes have been made in our conſtitution, others perhaps are 
| meditated ; theſe conſiderations call upon you to declare it. The 
amputation of ſo great a part of the empire as has taken place, 
calls upon you to declare it in the face of Europe; and when 
you are ſowing the ſeeds of future riches and greatneſs, you are 
called upon in policy as in gratitude, to ſhew that your proſpe- 
rity is to inſpire you with new zeal towards his Majeſty and his 
Royal Houſe that ſo you may ſecure the Monarch, a guardian 
of your rights, and retain the Sovereign through his princely vit- 
tues, a protector of your intereſts, Without intending to fol- 
low it with any other motion, I ſhall now call upon miniſters to 
fupport a >buy Ahn full of duty, ns ee and affeQtion to his Ma- 
N11 and move you that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
this Houſe to his Majeſty's royal perſon and government; of the 
unfeigned joy- of this Houſe, upon occaſion of his Royal High- 


neſs the Prince of Wales having auſpiciouſly attained the age ef 
ewen 


ty-one years, as an additional affurance to his Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjects of the ſtability of his Majeſty's government, and 
of the illuſtrious and proteſtant houſe of Hanover, which fills 
che throne of theſe dominions ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
his faithful Cominons of Ireland are anxious to exprets theit 
zeal and attachment on every occaſion which can contribute 
to his Majeſty's domeſtic happineſs, at a time when it is fit that 
every part of the Britiſh 4” exo pron ſhew itſelf to be moſt cloſe- 
ly united, by one common of loyalty and affection, to theit 
moſt gracious Sovereign ; and when his Majeſty's faithful ſub” 
jeRs of Ireland, ul for that paternal — gracious attention 


jeſty, to aſſure his Majeſty of the loyalty and attachment of 
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lately vouchſaſed by his Majeſty to their rights and intereſts, are 
deſirous to prove that the proſperity and ad anccment of Ireland, 
will always inſpire additional zeal for the dignity and ſplendor 
of his Majeſty's illuſtrious perſon and family. 

Mr. Dennis Browne ſeconded the motion. 

Mr. George Ponſonby ſaid that no man in the Houſe was more 
attached to the Royal Family than himſelf. He did not however 
find any precedent of ſuch an addreſs being preſented. He there- 
fore moved the order of the day. 

Right Hon. 7. Conolly. I fee no reaſon for not agreeing to this 
motion, but that it came from the other fide of the Houſe, The 
addreſs is expreſſive of our affection to his Majeſty and his Royal 
Family. The Honourable Gentleman who propoſed it, does not 
mean this as a foundation for money to be granted. I cannot 
therefore find any reaſon why it ſhould be ſcouted out of this 
Houſe. I have heard it ſpoken to in a full and candid manner, 
and the addreſs is expreſſed in ſo humble, ſo dutiful, and fo af- 
fetionate a ſtile, that I ſhall vote for it, though I do not know 
his Royal Highneſs, and the Hon. Gentleman does. I did not 
know that his Majeſty was become of late ſo happy; I never heard 
he rejoiced when the Prince arrived at eighteen, nor at twenty- 
one, However, being a loyal and affectionate addreſs, and 
_+ coming from that fide of the Houſe, I certainly ſhall vote 

or it. 

Mr. Fel.. When I came into this Houſe, I was determined 
to vote againſt it; but having heard it ſo fully ſpoken to, I cer- 
tainly ſhall vote for it. | 

Right Hon. Mr. Brownlaw.—1 do not approve of this addreſs. 
When parliament addreſſes his Majeſty, it ought to be on ſolid 
reaſons, as an anſwer to ſome information required, or for ſome 
favour. It is well known the Prince was born in 1762, and muſt 
in 1783 be 21, and he can now take his ſeat in the Houſe of Peers. 
I think it would be improper to put our Sovereign in mind of 
mortality ; and I ſincerely hope that that period will be very 
remote. His Majeſty is in good health, and I hope that he may 
long enjoy it: but why tell him that his ſon is of age, to put him 
in mind of his increaſing age, and his Majeſty's declining? Not- 
withſtanding the reſpeQability of the — who is in favour 
of it, I mull give it a negative. 

Right Hon, Mr. Pelham.—1I ſhould have thought it not conſiſt- 
ent to addreſs upon occaſions which do not ſeem to require it. 
The Hon. Gentleman called upon gentlemen in adminiſtration, 
and I being conſidered as, one © «A think it neceſſary to ſay 

a few words: If I was to give any encouragement to the addreſs, 
it might be afterwards moved, to grant an eſtabliſhment for his 
Royal Highneſs, No man in or out of this Houſe entertains a 

Za veneration, a more perfect affection, nor a more unfeigned 
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and loyal attachment to the royal 2 on whoſe accourt 
fee! 


this addreſs has been moved, than Bt I never have ſeen 
this addreſs ; I have had no inſtructions from his Majeſty's miniſ- 
ters : it is for the Houſe to determine, whether they will vote 
for it or not. As to expreſling the loyalty and attachment of this 
Houſe, that is ſo fully expreſſed in the addreſſes already preſent- 
ed, in conſequence of the ſpeech from the throne, that no doubt 
can remain of the loyalty and attachment of this Houſe. I ſhould 
be glad gentlemen would ſpeak out whenever they think it ne- 
— to addreſs. I cannot have any wiſh but the wiſh of this 
Houſe. I therefore rely on the wiſdom of this Houſe to deter- 
mine, whether it is now proper to preſent ſuch an addreſs. 

Mr, Ofbzrne ſaid, although he did not pin his faith upon cour- 
tiers, yet in matters of ceremony he thought they were generall+ 
right. This country, he ſaid, had no occaſion for new proof: 
of its loyalty ; and as his'Majefty's 1 was not known on 
this ſubject, he thought it would be highly indecorous to preſent 
the addreſs deſired. pz 

On a diviſion, whether the Houſe ſhould go into the order of 
the day, there appeared, | 

Ayes _ 1 

Noes — — 10 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Oſborne, and Mr. Brownlow. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Corry, and Mr. Dennis Browne. 


The Right Hon. John Fefter, according to order, reportes 
from the committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſider 
further of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
Majeſty, the reſolutions which the committee had: directed him 
to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after de- 
livered in at the table, where the ſame were read, and agreed unto 
by the Houſe, and are as follow: 

Reſolved, That a farther additional duty of 28. be laid on 
every barrel of herrings, containing 32.gallons, except Britiſh 
herrings, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid. , 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 25. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 

nt on which ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the time 
aforeſaid, any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, replication, re- 
joinder, interrogatory, depoſition taken by commuſſion, or any 
other pleading whatſoever in the courts of cety or Exchequer. 

Reſolved, That — 2 ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, on which ſhall be engroſſed or written any — — of 


words exceeding two thouſand, ſhall be conſidered as two ſkins 
or pieces, and pay duty —— 

Reſolved, That no ſkinor piece of vellum or parchment, or piece 
or ſheet of paper, upon which any copy of any affidavit charged 
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with a duty of 1s. ſhall be written, ſtall contain more than three 
hundred and eighty-four words. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all muſcovado ſugars of the growth, produQ or nanu- 
facture of the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom between the 25th day 
of December, 1753, and the 25th day of March, 1785, inclu- 
five, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall be 
paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 13s. 3d. 135 if imported by. natives, 
and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after the rate of 145, 914. 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and ſo in, ee for 
any greater or leſs quantity z the ſaid duties to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and excile now payable 
thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1/. 16s. 04d. per hundred weight be laid on all refined 
ſugars in loaves, not being baſtards, and on all candy which ſhall 
be imported from Great Britain, during the time aforeſaid, being 
of Britiſh manufacture, and fo in proportion for any greater or 
leſs quantity z the ſame to be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatis- 
faction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon by 
virtue of any act or aQs of Parliament heretofore made in this 


kingdom. 

— That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
be laid on all refined ſugars, called baſtards, and on all ground 
and powdered refined ſugars, and all refined loaf broke in pieces, 
which ſhall be imported from Great Britain during the time afore- 
ſaid, being of the manufacture of Great Britain, after the 
rate of 18s. 1148 £24. for every hundred weight thereof, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity ; the ſaid duty 
to be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allow- 
ance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms 
and exciſe now payable thereon by any act or acts of purliament 


heretofore made in this kingdom. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and yu all white ſugars of the growth, product or manufac- 
ture of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, during the time afore- 
lad, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall be 
paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 1/. 11. 44 8 $4. if imported by 
natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after the rate of 1. 
125. 101 d. for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and 10 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties 
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to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and ex- 
ciſe now payable therèon by virtue of any act or acts of parlia- 
ment heretofore made in this Snack 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, product or manufac- 
ture of the Britiſh plantations in — or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſha l be imported into this kingdom, during the time 
aforeſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allow- 
ance, a duty after the rate of 1/. 135. 44% 44, if imported by 
natives, and if imported by ſtrangers, a duty after the rate of 
4 185. 438 $4. for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and 
o in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; ſaid duties 
to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe 
now payable thereon by virtue of any a& or aQs of parliament 
heretofore made in this Sharon | | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all paneles of the growth, product or manufacture of 
the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, which ſhall 
be imported into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, direQ- 
Iy from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance,, a dut 
after the rate of 19s, 52+ 3d. if imported by natives, and if 
imported by ſtrangers a duty after the rate of 18s. — 47 4d. 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity; ſaid duties to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon 
by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
drawbacks or allowances now given by law on the export of re- 
fined ſugars made in this kingdom, do ceaſe and be no longer 

yable z and that it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
teu of \:1d drawbacks, and for the encouragement of retinin 
ſugars in Ireland, a bounty ſhall be allowed and paid upon al 
refined ſugar which ſhall be exported from this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 1/. 8s. 2d. for every hundred 
weight of ſuch refined ſugar exported in the loaf compleat and 
whole, being net, that is to ſay, of one uniform whiteneſs 
thronghout, and which hath gone through the operation of two 
or more clays fince it was laſtin the pan, and hath been properly 
and thoroughly dried in the ſtove according to the preſent 
practice of reining ; and after the rate of 12s. 718 5. for 
every hundred weight of ſuch refined ſugar exported, called 
ba ards, and of all ground and — refined ſugar, and 


all refmed loaf ſugar broke in pieces, the ſaid ſugar having been 
twice clayed properly dried in the ſtove; and likewiſe of 
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all candy properly refined and manufactured, and free from dirt 


and ſcum. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
brown or muſcovado ſugars, taken and condemned as prize, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom between the — 
day of December, 1783, and 25th day of March, 1785, inc 
five, may be ware-houſed for exportation without payment of 
any duty whatſoever, if imported from Great Britain and legal- 
ly condemned there; but if the ſame ſhall be condemned in this 
kingdom, then that there ſhall be paid upon the ſame, being ſo 
ware-houſed, a duty after the rate of 7/. 10s. if the ſame ſhall 
be taken by any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, and of 2/. 10s. 
if the ſame ſhall have been taken by any private ſhip, of war, 
for every hundred pounds value thereof, valuing each Hundred 
weight at four pounds, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, which duties ſhall not be drawn back on ex- 


rt, | 
* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that if an 
of faid ſugars, whether condemned here or in Great Britain, ſha 
be afterwards taken out of ſuch ware-houſe to be conſumed in 
this kingdom, or for any other purpoſe than to be exported, that 
then there ſhall be paid upon their being ſo taken out, if the 
ſame ſhall have been condemned in Great Britain, and taken by 
any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, a duty af er the rate of 1 35. 
og 1d. for each hundred weight thereuf; and if con- 
demned in Great Britainz and taken by any private ſhip of 
war, then a duty after the rate of 15s. 234 $4. for every 
hundred weight thereof; but if the ſame ſhall have been con- 
demned as a prize in this kingdom, then a duty, over and above 
the duties aforefaid paid on ware-houſing the ſame, after the 
rate of 14s. 4433 +. if taken by any of his Majeſty's ſhips 
of war; and of 187. 448 fd. if taken by any private ſhip of 
war, for every hundred weight thereof; the ſaid duties to be 
paid down in ready money, without diſcount or allowance, 
and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all other duties now 

yable on the ſame by any law or laws heretofore made in this 
ingdom. | 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the committee appoint- 
ed to prepare and bring in a bill or bills, purſuant to the relolu- 
tions of the committee of ways and means, and the reſolutious of 
the committee of ſupply, to make proviſion therein purtuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions now agreed to. | 

Ordered, That, it be an inſtruction to the committee apputrit- 
ed to prepare one or more bill or bills, purſuant to the. r-10- 
lutions of the committee of ways and means, and tue reiv.u- 
tions of the committee of ſupply, to infert a claule or Glau- 
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| ſes in the ſaid bill or bills for allowing three years for draw. 
backs. , : | 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the faid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the faid bill or bills for apply- 
ing the duties laid on coffee, chocolate and cocoa nuts, and 
on raw and untanned hides exported, and linſeed oil, to the 
uſe and encouragement of the hempen and flaxen manufacture: 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, direQing 
that the ſeveral ſums granted to encourage the raiſing ſuffici- 
ent quantities of flax and hemp, and for the encouragement of 
the hempen and flaxen manufactures in the provinces of Lein- 
ſter, Munſter and Connaught, ſhall be applied to ſuch pur- 
poſes only, and that ſeparate accounts be kept of the appli- 
cation thereof, and be laid before parliament. 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to em- 
power the chief commiſſioners of his M>i-*y's exciſe or any 
three of them, and the collectors of . Majeſty's exciſe, in 
their ſeveral diſtricts, to grant licer..”s for the ſelling ot cider 
by retail ; and that for every ſuch licenſe the ſum of 15. 1, 
and no more, ſhall be paid or demanded as a fee. And t» 
empower the gaugers and officers of exciſe, in their ſeveral 
* dittriQs, to enter into the houſes, out- houſes, 
ſtore-houſes and cellars of every retailer or retailers of cider, 
and to take an account from time to time of all cider which 
ſhall be found in the poſſeſſion of ſuch retailer or retailers 
thereof, and to charge ſuch retailer or retailers with the duty 


of 1d. per gallon, accordingly z and to oblige every retailer 
of cider to; to the gaugers or officers of excite, on dey 
mand, all his or her ſtock of cider then in hand, under 2 
penalty. 


Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the 
duties of 15. and 25. per barrel upon all herrings imported, er- 
cept Briciſh herrings, be applied to the encouragement of the 
fiſheries of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills for ſecuring 
the repayment of ſo much of the ſeveral ſums therein to be 
mentioned, which have been or ſhall be advanced at an intereſt 


not exceeding 4/. t centum per annum, or for which lottery 
debentures have iſſued for payment of the prizes in the lotteries 


heretofore eſtabliſhed, as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th day 
| of December, 1783. 
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Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to prohibit 
the importation of all hops, except of the growth of Great 
Britain or the Britiſh plantations in America; and of all glaſs, 
except from Great Britain; and of all gold and filver lace, and 
of all cambricks and lawns, except ſuch as are of the manu- 
ſacture of Great Britain. | | 

Ordered; That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the te- 
ſpective deputy or deputies of all and every. perſon and perſons 
who by reaſon of any ſalaries, profits or employments, fees or 
penſions ſhall be liable to the ſaid tax of 4s. in the pound, 
ball deliver in upon oath before the chief baron, or any one 
of the barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, or before 
any two juſtices of the 8 an account of the net profits of 
the ſaid employments of all and every ſuch perſon or perſons 
who ſhall not have reſided within this kingdom, for tlie ſpace 
of ſeven calendar months and a half between the 25th day of 
December, 1783, and the 25th day of March, 1785, under a 


ty. 
abe That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective ſecretaries to the commiſſioners, and agents of thoſe 
who are entitled to receive any falaries or penſions, ſhall de- 
liver in upon oath before the chief baron, or any of the barons 
of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, or before any two juſtices 
of the peace, a liſt of the officers of the revenue, and of all 
vy entitled to ſalaries or perſons who ſhall not have re- 

within this kingdom for the ſpace of ſeven calendar 
months and a half between the 25th day of December, 1783, 
and the 25th day of March, 1785, under a penalty. | 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to oblige 
every perſon chargeable with the duty on carriages with four 
wheels, and alſo on chaiſes with two wheels, to return- to the 
collectot of the diſtrict where he or ſhe ſhall reſide, a true ac- 
count of all coaches, berlins, chariots, calaſhes and chaiſes with 
four wheels, and chaiſes with two wheels, kept by him or her, 
under a penalty. 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt 
from any duties thereby to be impoſed, all bills of exchange, 
accounts, bills of parcels, and all bills or notes, not ſealed, 
for payment of money at ſight, or upon demand, or at the end 
of certain days of payment. | 
| Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert à clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills ro exempt 


— 


N 
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from any duties thereby to be impoſed, the probate of any will 
or letters of adminiſtration of any common ſeaman or 1oldier, 
who ſhall be lain or die in his Majeſty's ſervice, a certificate 
being produced from the captain or commander of the ſhip or 
veſſel, or captain or commanding officers of the troop or com. 
pany under whom ſuch ſeaman or ſoldier ſerved at the time 
of his death, and oath being made of the truth ther-of before 
the proper judge or officer by whom ſuch probate or admini. 
ſtration ought to be granted, which oath ſuch judge or officer 
ſhall be , authoriſed and required to adminiſter, and for which 
no fee or reward ſhall be taken. | 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to exempt from 
any duties upon ſtamped vellum, parchment or paper thereby 
to be impoſed, any perſon or perſons that ſhall be admitted 
to ſue or defend in forma pauperis, ſo far as relates to the 
' ſuit in which he or they ſhall be ſo admitted to ſue or de- 
fend. 9. | * 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction ta the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to exempt 
from any duty thereby to be impoled, any warrant made by 
or recognizance taken before any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, 
or any procgedings which ſhall relate to any trial of any com- 
mon ſoldier. | J 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to exempt all 
indentures of apprenticeſhip, where no apprentice fee ſhall be 
given, or if any be given it ſhall not exceed the ſum of 
iof. from payment of more than 64. duty for every ſuch in- 
denture. | 
- Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills to exempt 
from any duties thereby to be impoſed on pamphlets or newſ- 
pers, all acts of parliament, proclamations, orders of council, 
orms of prayer and thankſgivings, and acts of ſtate which hall 
be. ordered by his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to be print- 
ed ; and all votes or other matters which are or ſhall be or- 
dered to be printed by either Houſe of Parliament, and all books 
commonly uſed in any of the ſchools of Ireland, or books con- 
taining any matter of devotion or piety, and ſingle advertiſe- 
ments and daily accounts, or bills of goods imported and ex- 
ported, ſo as that ſuch accounts or bills do contain no other 
matters than what have been uſually compriſed therein, 
Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the Comp- 
troller or proper officer of the ſtamp duties ſtall certify, once 


in every week, to the Accountant General, the amount of ſtawp | 
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duties paid by the diſtributers or other officers of the ſtamps to 
the ſeveral collectors of inland exciſe, under a penalty: and that 
the collectors be made ſubje& for all ſuch ſtamp duties, ſo by 
them received, to the ſame mode of account, and the ſame tre- 
gulations and rules as they are or ſhall be ſubject to in reſpet 
of any duties by them collected. | 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum 
after the rate of 10,000/. a year, from the 25th day of Decem- 
ber, 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785, thall be paid to the 
truſtees of the hempen and linen manufacture, out of the aids 
and duties granted this ſeſſion of parliament, to be by them ap- 
plied in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them moſt conducive to 


promote the linen and hempen manufactures; and that ſo 


much of the produce of the duties on teas as ſhall amount to 
the ſum of 5 300/. per annum, during ſaid time, ſhall be placed 
to the account of his Majeſty's hereditary revenue. 

Ordered, That it be an infiruQtion to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that all com- 
modities whatſoever, which thall be imported into this kingdom 
from Scotland, ſball pay the fame cuſtom, duty, and no more, 
as commodities of the ſame nature imported from England are 
by law ſubjeC to pay. N 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the ſaid. committee to 
inſert a clauſe ot clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſo much 
of the ſeveral duties ſpecified in the report of the committee 
of ways and means, to be granted in lieu of all other duties 
now payable, on export or import of thoſe commodities which 
they are reſpectively impoſed on, us the hereditary duties of 
euſtom and import exciſe on fuch commodities would amount 
to if they continued payable, ſhall be placed to the account 
of his Majeſty's hereditary revenue, except in reſpe& of the 
duties on teas, touching which a ſpecial proviſion is made. 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the faid bill or bills, that a ſepa- 
rate account be kept of all increaſe of duties, aids and taxes 
which ſhall or may accrue by means of the diſcounts and al- 
lowances for prompt payment of the import exciſe, and allow- 
ance of 5/. per cent. on payment of cuſtoms inwards ceaſing 
to be made. | 8 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to in- 
ſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the ſum of 
20004. granted laſt ſeſſion to che lord mayor, ſheriffs, commons and 
citizens of the city of Dublin, towards carrying on the Ballaſt- 
Office wall, and the ſum of 1000/. granted this ſeſſion for im- 
proving the harbour of the ſaid city, be paid to certain perſons to 
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be therein named, for making moorings in the ſaid harbour, or 


otherwiſe improving the ſame. 
 _ Ordered, t it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 

inſert, a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſuch ſur. 
plus as there ſhall be on the 25th day of December, 1783, d 
the duties heretofore granted for the payment of the intereſt and 
principal of the loan, and payment of the annuities, granted for 
the ſeveral ſums of money wed purſuant to ſeveral acts of 
parliament, ſhall be laid out iche purchaſe of loan debentures, 
or in paying premiums to ſuch perſons as having any Treaſur)- 
bills heretofore iſſued in their poſſeſſion, ſhall be willing to ta 
_ debentures, carrying an wand after the rate of 4/, per cent. iy 
exchange for the ſame. | 

Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee to 

inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the addi- 
tional duty of 104. 2 gallon for every gallon of aqua vitæ, ſtrong 
waters or ſpirits made or diſtilled within this kingdom for ale; 
the additional duty of 84. per gallon on imported y, ſtrong 
waters or ſpirits perfectly made ; the additional duty on foreign 
ſpirits above the quality of ſingle ſpirits 3 the further additional 
duty of 104. for every gallon of rum or other ſpirits of the growth 
and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America ; the 
further additional duty of 15. 8d. on all brandy, geneva or other 
ſpirits imported, except ſpirits of the growth and produce of his 
Majeſty's ſugar. colonies in America ; and the additional duty 
of 64. per pack on cards, be applied, in the firſt place, ty 
pay an intereſt at rate of 4/. per centum per amum for 
tuch part of the ſeveral principal ſums formerly borrowed, and 
carrying ſuch. intereſt, as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th day 
of December, 1783 3 and, in the next place, towards payment 
of an annuity of 24,000/. a year to the governor and company 
of the Bank of Ireland 3 and, in the next place, towards pay- 
ing the annuities for the ſeveral ſums of 265,000/. and 175,000! 
and 300, oo0/. granted by ſeveral acts of parliament heretofore 
paſſed; and, in the next place, towards payment of the ex- 
pences which ſhall or may be incurred by ſending or femit- 
ting from time to time ſuch of the ſaid ſeveral annuities to the 
city of London as are or ſhall be made payable there ; and, in 
the next place, towards payment of an intereſt, after the rate of 
J. per centum per annum for the debentures, amounting in the 


whole to the ſum of 315, oool. which have been iſſued out of 


his Majeſty's Treaſury for- the payment of the prizes of the lot- 
teries heretofore eſtabliſhed; and, in the next place, towards 
payment of an intereſt, after the rate of 34. by the day for 
each 1001. for the ſeveral principal ſums heretofore borrowed and 
due upon Treaſury-bills, and which thall remain unpaid on the 
25th day of December, 1783; and, in the next place, towards 
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n2vwent of a like intereſt on ſuch Treaſury-bills as ſnall or may 
be iſſued to the perſons who ſhall ſubſcribe any ſum or ſums, 
rot exceeding in the whole the ſum of 140,000/. which ſhall 
, or may be borrowed to pay off ſuch Treaſury-bills now out- 
p ſtanding as are to paſs current in the receipt of his Majeſty's 
f 8 to pat P Jeit) 
q revenue, On or immediately after the 24th day of June, 1784 ; 
and, in the next place, towards payment of an intereſt, not ex- 
p ceeding 34. by the day for each 100/, for ſuch futher ſum or 
ſums of money, not exceeding in the whole the ſum of 4300,000/. 
6 z5 ſhall or may be borrowed towards ſupplying any deficiencies 
4 which have ariſen or may ariſe in the aids granted for defrayin 
the neceſſary expences of government z and that the ſurplus of the 
1 ſaid duties be applied towards diſcharging of the ſaid ſeveral ſums 
due by Debentures or by Treaſusy- bills as ſhall be directed by 
liament. 

The Right Honourable John Foſter preſented to the Houſe, 
according to order, a bill for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral 
ads, duties, rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly 
expreſſed, to be applied to the payment of the intereft of the 
1 ſums therein provided for, and towards the diſchorgs of the ſaid 

e 


th principal ſums in ſuch manner as therejn is directed, and for 

he ſuch other purpoſes as are therein mentioned; which was receiv- 
ed and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 

tl to morrow morning | 

ty 

10 

or | 

nd THuRrSDAY, NovemMBER, 20, 1783. 

o Mr. Gardiner, —I came down this "7 to expreſs my warmeſt 

ny xknowledgments to this Houſe, as well as to adminiſtration, for 

y- the kind concern they have expreſſed for my ſituation, by keeping 

of the committee of ways and means open for the purpoſe of receiving, 

= if the Houſe ſhall judge it proper, a meaſure which I mean to 

"x bring forward, grounded on the committee's report appointed to 

* take into conſideration the ſtate of our manufactures. ä 

find it neceſſary on this occaſion, to acquaint ſome friends 

in to the meaſure, who, out of a zeal for its ſucceſs, wiſh to have 

92 the duties we propoſe laying, introduced into one of the 

the money bills, that the duties now payable on theſe articles are 


not in the money bills, the forming part of the hereditary reve» 
nue, and of courſe the duties that we may now get laid, muſt be 
mea bill by itſelf, to which bill, if it paſſes the Houſes, I think 
k0 miniſter will dare adviſe his Majeſty to refuſe the royal aſ-. 
lent. As to this honourable Houſe, I am convinced that this bu- 
neſs muſt gain ground by delay, for every enquiry will add 
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ſtrength to the reaſons for its expediency. I therefore requeſt n 
Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Foſter) will adjourn the committee until 
onday. 

There are ſome miſconceptions of this buſineſs gone abroad, 
that I intended to include or connect a prohibition Sw exporta- 
tion of the raw material with the duties I wiſh to guard our many. 
factures with ; I do not mean to blend thoſe objects, they muſt 
form ſeparate bills; and for the preſent I ſhall confine myſelf to 
the import duties on ſuch manufactures as we can make in this 
kingdom, on which ſubject I have, for ſome time paſt collected 
all the information in my power; among others, I have read 
number of pamphlets on the ſubjeR,- particularly one written by 
a Mr. Foſter, Chaplain to the Dowager Counteſs of Northington, 
which contains ſuch convincing arguments on the neceſſity there 
is to lay on theſe duties that any man muſt be of his opinion. 

In what I propoſe, I am very far from having any idea of 
prohibitory duties, I only want reſtriftive ones, and them only on 

fach articles as can be manufactured here, as I before mentioned. 

I think. it proper to advert to ſome what that happened a few da 
ſince, I mean the conduct of people out of doors, who filled 
avenues of this Houſe, as if to intimidate ity members: I have 
always been ſupporter of the dignity of the Houſe—1 ſent 
to them, and declared what I now do, that if ſuch improper 
conduct is perfifted in, I have done with the buſineſs. I have, 
however, the pleaſure to find, that the maſter manufacturers have 
entered into very ſtrong reſolutions on this ſubjeQ, for preventing 
a repetition of ſuch unwarrantable behaviour. 

Mr. Hartley informed the Houſe, that a great number of wea- 
vers had waited on him, and affured him the violence complained 

of did not proceed from them, but gave hun to underſtand, that 
they werefet on by perſons enemies to the meaſure in queſtion; 
he adviſed them to carry themſelves in a quiet peaceable manner, 
and parliament would do every thing in their yower to ſerve 
them. . 

Mr. Gardiner preſented a petition from the white cotton manu- 


. faQturers, _ ; 
Reſerred to the committee to enquire into the ſtate of the trade 
of this kingdom. j * 


Sir Jobn Blaguiere moved, that the petition from the working 
filk weavers, now, lying on the table, be referred to ſaid com- 
mittee.—Referred accordingly. ö 
Mr. Hartley preſented a petition from the fail-cloth manufac: 

turers of the city of Dublin, praying to be put on an equalizing 
footing, —Referred to the committee of trade. 
Mr. Green moved for leave to bring in a bill for ping the 
tolls and cuſtoms of cities and towns corporate. ſaid, the 
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1 | 
wh the exactions practiſed in the preſent mode of claimiag the tolls 
demanded a. ſ-rious inveſtigation. That a woman coming to 
id, town with three eggs, the toll-zatherer demanded one, ſhe re- 


ta- fuſing, he broke the — Many other inſta ces of oppreſſion, 
w- he ſaid, could be adduced. | 


uſt Sir Richard Mr=z/grawve ſaid, that a ton of coals which coſt 303, 
to paid, on being taken into ſome cities, 43. for the toll. He alſo 
his ſaid, there were great oppreilions in collecting tolls. 

ted The Preve/t ſaid, this was a delicate affair, and hoped gentle- 
12 men in the progrets of the bill, would give full time for gentle- 
by men to turn it in their thoughts, | 

on, Mr. Hartley remarked, that to bring in a bill to regulate the 
ere tolls of the whole kingdom, would militate againit fome corpò- 


tations which had charters z and corporations on many occaſions 
ol had proved themſelves the bulwarkof the liberties of the people. 


d, Sir Ezvard Newwenham ſaid, that his wiſh was to preſerve the 
by trade of Ireland z that he had on a former day, mentioned Ire- 
land's not heing included in the commercial treaty with the 
ave United States; that the Secretary, who had behaved with the 


ſent greateſt candour, was now in his place, and he requeſted to know 
oper trom him, whether he had heard any thing farther relative to 
ave, lteland's being named in that treaty. 


Mr. Pelham thanked the Hon. Knight for his candid manner in 

gitating this buſineſs, but aſſured \þim, that nothing material 
tad, as yet, come to his knowledge relative to that trade. He 
aid, that he was a friend to the trade of Ireland. 
Sir Eqzward Newenham obſerved, that he never made an aſſer- 
tion in that Houſe, which was not grounded on indiſputable evi- 
cence z that he believed the Secretary's intentions were friendly 
0 the trade of Ireland, but inſiſted that Ireland had a right to 
lupport her own trade againſt Engliſh factors and jobbers; there- 
lore he would move the Houſe on a future day, for an addrefs to 
us Majeſty to enter into a treaty with the United. States of Ame- 
ca, for the kingdom of Ireland. Sir Edzvard then ſtated ſeveral 
inſtances of diſtrels experienced by Iriſh ſubjects on the continent, 
or want of conſuls or miniſters on the part of Ireland, and which, 
be ſaid, he would ſhew . the neceſſity of. \ 


The Prewy/? roſe to propoſe to the Houſe the neceſſity of hav- 
ag thoſe profeſſorſhips initituted by Sir Patrick Dunn, revived. 
tle ſaid, the advantages of having public ſchools and lectures 
for young gentlemen intended for the profeſſions of anatomy, chy- 
miſtry, and phyfic, were ſo apparent, that he need not expatiate 
on their utility, In 19747, there was an act to eſtabliſh three 
pofefſorſhips ; but the law was ſo defecti ve it was not carried into 
execution, The college of phyſicians appointed fix profeſſor- 
| 0 


% 


. 
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ſkips. The great abilities of Sir Nathaniel Barry, Dr. Cleghern, 
and Dr. Perceval were. well known. The late Dr. Barbor was 
eſteemed an ornament to the faculty. To eftabliſh a phyſical 
ſchool in this kingdom might be done at the expence of zool. per 
year; which he did not conſider as any thing when put in com- 
petition with the great object in view. He apprehended it ſhould 
not be confined to any religion, or to reject foreigners. He ſaid, 
there was no occaſion to erect a new building, for that a koute 
could be taken for the purpoſe, in which there might be a public 
room. . | 

Mr. Brezone.— There ate now profeſſors exiſting in the college, 
and the lectures in the ſciences of anatomy, chymiſtry, &c. are 
well attended. | 
The Prowft moved to revive the profeſſorſnips eſtabliſhed 
by Sir Patrick Dunn; and that a committee be appointed to 
- enquire into the ſtate of the public ſchoois of this kingdom. 

Mr. Browne moved that the college might be at liberty to lay 
plans before the committee, and hoped that if any part of the pro- 
poſition made by the Right Hon. Gentleman, thould militate 
againſt any foundation in the univerſity, they might be permitted 
to object to 1t,—A committee was appointed. - 

The Frevaſt then preſented a petition from the truſtees under 
the will of Sir Patrick Dunn.—Referred to {aid committee. 
He likewiſe moved, that a committee be appointed. 


Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, he had given notice ſome time ago, 
he would move on this day for an addreſs to his Majeſty, that 
he would be gracioully pleafed to fill up the vacancies in our 
courts of juſtice, , occaſioned by the death of the late Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, and of one of the judges of the court of com- 
mon pleas. He ſaid, that at a time which required the greateſt 
attendance in the courts, and when it was the common talk of 
every company, that there were to be twelve judges, and that 
the Houſe of Lords had addrefled his Majeſty on that head, and 
only ſeven doing the buſineſs, he could not account for ſuch 
neglect; he then moved his addreſs. 
Secretary Helbam aſſured the Houſe, he would always take 
pleaſure in giving every pollible information. As to filling 

up the vacant offices, no inſtructions are as yet come on that 
head; but the addreſs from the Houſe of Lords to his Majelty 
has been tranſmitted. 150 | 

The Froveſt was convinced that the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
who had moved this addreſs, had done it for the public good, 
and with the beſt of motives ; he hoped, however, he would not 
preſs it at this time, when the very meaſure was perhaps agreed 
on: the melancholy event of the death of the two judges wu 


\ 


greatly to be lamented; but is there any complaint of a delay 
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of buſineſs in the courts ? He had heard none. In his opinion, 
thiz addreſs would be conceiving an indirect imputation on the 
gentlemen who now ſo very worthily fill the bench. He ſaid, 
that on the death of the late Lord Chancellor, a ſimilar motion 
was made in that Houſe by a Right Honourable Gentleman, but 
it was then, as I hope it will be now, declared improper for 
parliament to interfere z he would therefore vote againſt it.— The 
queſtion was put and negatived. 


Read the bill of fupply—Ordered to be read a ſecond time to- 
morrow. 5 


FRIDAY, NovewBes 21, 1783; 


; | HRC, / 
The Clerk called over the names of the members, in order to 


ballot for a committee to try the Athboy petition, when the 
following gentlemen were choſen and ſworn : 


Arthur French, Etqz John Wolfe, Eſqz 
Godfrey Green, Eſa; Peter Latouche, Eſqz 
N. Colthurſt, ta; Robert Dillon, Eſq; 
Simon Digby, Eſq; A. Montgomery, Eſq; 
Capt. L. Tottenham, Hon. H. Skeffington, 
Gen. Cunningham, | Sir James May, Bart. 
W. Montgomery, Eſq; H. Coddington, Eſq; 
Lord C. Fitzgerald, 


Hon. John Burke obſerved, that Tueſday was fixed upon by 
an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Molyneux} for bringing forward a mo- 
tion reſpecting a tax upon abſentees; on which day there was ano- 
ther object of diſcuſſion, beſides a ball at the caſtle : He there- 
fore requeſted him to poſtpone it to ſome other day. X 

Mr. Molyneux 419 agreed to defer his motion to Wedneſday. 


Mr. C' Hara gave notice, that he would on Monday make 2 
motion, demonſtrative that this kingdom maintained the au 
mented eſtabliſhment of her army, not from the neceſſity of her 
own affairs, but from affection to Great Britain, and in order 
to give that country every poſſible ſupport and afliftance. 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Foſter in the chair. 
Read the firlt money bill a ſecond time. 3 
Mr. Foſter reported, and the third reading was aàpointed for 


to-morrow. : 


Mr. Cuffe moved, that liſts be laid before the Houſe of the 
vdtets of the city of Cork.—Ordered accordingly.- 
O 2 "x | 
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Mr. Hartley preſented a petition from the commiſſioners of 
the inland navigation, for aid to make part of the River Shannon 
navigable. 


Mr. Fofter moved, that inſtructions be given to the committee 
of ways and means, to inſert a clauſe for an allowance on the tare 
of how imported. —Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. * obſerved, that it was a matter of great importance 
that the liberal grants of parliament for improving and carrying 
on works and manufactures, ſhould be applied to hole purpoſes, 
only, as otherwiſe they became an injury to the public, being 
raiſed by taxes upon the induſtrious, and often ſquandered by 
the prodigal, or hoarded by the avariciousz to remedy this in 
future, he ſaid, ſhould be his care, and as a beginning he moved, 
«© that whereas the ſum of 2000/1, had been granted to Thomas 
Smith, of Ealbriggen, in the county of Dublin, cotton manufac- 

turer, for the purpoſe of carrying on certain works, by him 
mentioned in a petition to the Houſe, the ſaid ſum of 2000/, 
ſhould not be paid unto him, till he ſhall enter into recognizance 
in his Majeſty's court of exchequer, himſelf in 2o000/. and two 
ſureties in 1000/. each, for the due expenditure of that money, 
in completing the work aforeſaid, according to the tenor of his 


own petition, —Agreed to unanimouſly. 


Mr. Hartley ſaid, that the corporation of weavers of the city 
of Dublin, anxious to appear to parliament, as they really were, 
the enemies of riot and diſcorder, and having the fulleſt reliance 
that effectual care would be taken by the Houſe to relieve the 

diſtreſſes of the working people; had requeſted him (Mr. Hartley,) 
as one of the city repreſentatives, to lay before the Houſe their 
ſentiments, which they had expreſſed in ſome refolutions. Mt. 
" Hartley then read the reſolutions, which were drawn up with 
much propriety, adviſing the working people to avoid all riotous 
and tumultuous affemblings, to rely upon the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of parliament, which was ſeriouſly engaged in conſidering 
their diſtreſſes, and the means of procuring them employment; and 
aſſuring them that nothing could fruſtrate and defeat the good 
intentions of their friends, but diſorderly proceedings. 

Mr. Holmes moved, that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houſe, an account of the number of breweries in the kingdom, 
and the amount ofthe exciſe paid by the brewers. —Ordered. 

Mr. © Hartley moved, that it be an inſtruction to the committee 
of trade to regulate the exportation of rabbit fur. —Ordered. 

_ Houſe in a committee, Mr. Foſter in the chair. | 
Went through the reading of the ſecond money bill, paragraph 
by paragraph, —Agreed to the ſame. =» N 
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Read alſo the ſecond time, the bill of ſtamp duties, —Agreed to 
the ſame. 
Mr. Foſter reported both bills. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1783. 


Lord Deltun moved for leave to bring in a bill, to enable Lord 
Louth to raiſe 6000 . cn his eſtates, —Granted. 


Mr. Fofter preſented the loan bill, which, he ſaid, had two 
principal objects; the firſt, to borrow the ſum of 300,000/. and 
the ſecond, for application of 100,000/. ſurplus of the appropri- 
ated duties, —The bill propoſed borrowing the money by ex- 
chequer bills, by iſſuing debentures, and by one or more lotteries, 
and applying the ſurpius of the appropriated duties, to the pri- 
vate purchaſe of debentures, by which expedient near 110,000/, 
might be gotin, to the great relief of the nation. 

ir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, this private purchaſing of debentures, 
though no doubt a good ſcheme, did not anſwer his idea of a 
linking fund. 

Sir Francis Hutchinſon declared he had ſtrong objections to the 
railing of money by lotteries : They induced a ſpirit of gaming 
among the lower ranks. of people, highly detrimental to their 
morals, 

Mr. Fefter, in anſwer to this objection, ſaid, the ſcheme of a 
linking fund had been found ineffectual in another country for 
leſſening the national debt; and added, that he was no friend to 
lotteries, but as lottery gambling was carried on at preſent, when 
we had no lottery in the kingdom, and would probably continue 
ſo, we might as well gamble with a lottery of our-own 3 and 
that it was the readieſt way to provide for 140,000/. to make good 
the treaſury bills now coming into a courſe of payment. | 

Mr. Kearney ſaid, his objection lay alike againſt all lotteries, 


whether of this country or any other, and wiſhed they might be 
precluded. | 


Mr. Molyneux. —Sir, when I bring fotward my promiſed mo- 
tion for an augmentation of the ſalary of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, give me leave to ſay, that if J did not think that 
ſuch an increaſe of ſalary as I ſhall propoſe was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the honour and dignity of the kingdom, I ſhould not 
ſo far deviate from my principles of œconomy, as to propoſe. 
ſuch an addition to the national expences. There are caſes where 
#conomy becomes penury : I have no attachment to the preſent 
Lord Lieutenant, but if 22 years ago the preſent ſtipend was 
thought a juſt one, it ſurely cannot be ſo at this time, when 
} 


* 
198 PARLIAMENTARY 


almoſt every neceſſary of life is enhanced, and luxuries are ſo in- 
_ creaſed ; at the period I mentioned, the Chief Governors were 
not conſtant reſidents 43 now, and the vaſt additional expence 
the annual ſeſſions muſt induce, urges the neceſſity of increaſing 
this flipend. I hope, therefore, no falſe delicacy cr affeQation 
of ceconomy from the other ſide of the Houſe will make gentle- 
men oppoſe the motion, which is, That an humble addre(; 
be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that he wil! 
pleaſe to tranſmit to his Majeſty the ſenſe of this Houſe, that the 
preſent ſalary of the Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom is inade- 
quate to the expence, and praying that his Majeſty will be moſt 
graciouſly pleaſed to raiſe the ſame to 20,0007. a vear,” 

Mr. Daniel Ter ſeconded the motion, and after pointing out 
ſome further motives-from the circumſtances of the nation in 1755, 
to the preſent time, ſaid he was not induced to adopt this mei- 
ſure by any hope of favour or emolument from the preſent Lord 
Lieutenant or any other, as ke declared, that while he far in the 
Houſe he would never ſeek or accept of any place. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that he had the honour of a com- 
munication with his Excellency on the ſubject of the motion made 
by the Honourable Member, which it was his duty to Rate to 
the Houſe ; that the reſult of that communication was a decided 
reſolution, on the part *of his Excellency, to refuſe an au;- 
mentation of the ſalary annexed to his office, fo far as he thought 
himſelf at liberty to Auſiver his own opinion, or exerciſe hes own 
judgment on the ſubject; that this reſolution hed been formed by 
his Excellency on this ground, that though he found the appoint- 

ment, conſidered in ittelf, to be inddequate to the ſituation, 
he had no idea that the private fortune of ay nobleman who 
ſhould be advanced to the office in which his Majeſty had been 
pleated to place him, ſhould not in ſome meaſute contribute to 
the expence; but that circumſtanced as he-was, he would neither 
accept or refuſe without having a previous communication with 
his Majeſty; and in order tothat communication with his Majeſty, 
the Attzrney General moved, that the conſideration of the ſubject 
ſhould be poſtponed to Monday fortnight. | 8 

Mr. Ms/yneux.—Wher I made this motion, I ſtood ſingly in 
propoing it. My reaſon for bringing forward an addreſs to his 

Kas, for an augmentation to the ſalary of the Lord Lieute- 
nant of 4000 per ann. was in order to have the dignity of that 
important tation ſupported, in a manner that would add credit and 


honour to a free nation, We are not now that country we for- 


merly were; we are a free people, a new and a commercial people. 
The tepteſentative of Majeity, An a free country, ſhould be main- 
tained with a hte: and dignity becoming ſuch a ſtation. It is 
for the purpoſe of ſupporting the office in a proper manner, that 
I move for this addreis—it is not for the man. I have no perſo- 
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nal regards for the preſent nobleman, who fills the honourable 
office cf Lord Lieutenant with ſo much reputation, as could 
in the leaſt induce me to make this motion ; no perſonal al- 
luſion actuated mv conduct; my motive is, that the office ſhould 

be maintained with ſuitable dignity. It has been ſuggeſted by a 

Right Hon; Gentleman, that Engliſh noblemen may come over 

here to fill that ſtation, who may be obliged (as has in ſome 

inſtances been the caſe) to appropriate part of their fortunes in 

ſupporting the place of Viceroy in Ireland. I diſclaim the idea 

of a nobleman of Great Britain being under the neceſſity of ſpend- 

ing any part of his own fortune in ſupporting the dignity of a 

Lord Lieutenant. I put the preſent Lord Lieutenant out of the 

ueſtion, I only look to the office itſelf. If there was any doubt of 
the propriety of this meaſure, the Right Honourable Gentleman 

has obviated them ; he acknowledges the inadequacy of the falary 

of the Chief Governor. I ſhall oppoſe the motion to put off the 

conſideration of this meaſure. If it is neceſſary to be done, let 

gentlemen join their ſentiments with me, and let it be conſidered . 
now. 

Right Hon. the Fre. —I hope that there will be no div iſion 
on this ſubject. I remember, during the adminiſtration of Lord 
Halifax, there was an addreſs preſented to his Majeſty, to aug- 
ment the ſalary of the Lord Lieutenant from 1 2,000!/. to 16, oool. 
per year. On the motion for the addreſs being made in this 
Houſe, it was reſolved, that on a ſubject of this magnitude, the 
Lord Lieutenant ſhould have, time to conſider of it. I am decid- 
edly of opinion to give the Chief Governor a fortnight's time 
to conſider of this ſubject, and to communicate it to his Majeſty, 
I hope we ſhall meet the queſtion in a manner the importance of 
it deſerves, and that we thall gratify the Lord Lieutenant, in 
complying with kis requeſt of poſtponing this ſubject for a fort- 
night. ws 
Mr. Lodge Merres ſaid, that the exceeding handſome and diſin- 
tereſted manner in which his Excellency had beet pleaſed to ex- 
preſs himſelf through the Right Hon. Gentleman, although it 
might not be a ſufficient reaſon with the Hon. Gentleman who 
conſidered himſelf as moving a general reſolution reſpecting no 
particular adminiſtration or Lord Lieutenant, yet certainly the 
communication through the Attorney General was ſuch as ſhould 
weigh with him in point of delicacy, not to embarraſs a'noble- 


man whole ideas were as enlarged as his fituation, and whoſe wiſh 


was to acquaint his Majeſty, before the Houſe came to any reſolu- 
tion upon the ſubject reſpecting his repreſentative in this kingdom 
but that if the Hon. Gentleman thought proper, notwithſtanding, to 
peffiſt in his motion, he could not deny his affent to a reſolution, 
the juſtneſs of which would meet unanimous approbation, if it 
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had not been for the very great and ſenſible delicacy of his Ex. 
cCellency. : , 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh.—The conduct of gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Hauſe, reſembles that of a young woman, who is 
aſked to fix her wedding-day. She puts it of with a little coquct- 
12 hoping by that means to have it a little ſooner furced on 

r. 


Miniſtry, in the ſame manner, half refuſe the favonr intended 
to the Lord Lieutenant, or at leaſt plead to put it off, I will pt 
be the violent lover in the preſent cate. I will take them at their 
words. I will allow the fortnight they defire z and this, the 
rather, as there has been no account of the Lord Licutenant's 
N laid before the Houle. . "YA 

n England, whenever an application is made to the Houſe 
for an increaſe of the civil iſt eſtabliſhmemt, the ex derces ct that 
eſtabliſbment are laid before the Houſe, to prove that the aug- 
mentation required is abſolutely necefſary. I am not fufficiently 
informed that it is abſolutely neceſſary to increaſe the ſalary of 
our Chief Governor. In the time cf Lord Halifax, there uſed to 
be Lords Juſtices; to maintain the dignicy of their Nation an 
increaſe of ſalary was neceſſary at that time, but it is pot ſo now; 
we have not had any Lords Juſtices for ſome years paſt. As to 
the preſent Lord Lieutenant, it is not intended to have a reference 
to him, as he has a good office in England of 700o/. per yew. 
He ſays, he withes it may not be conſidered with reſpect to 
—_— 

The Atterney General, —As to the coquetry of which the Right 
Hon. Baronet bas ſpoken, it is merely from his own feelings, 
If he were in our ſituation, he feels he ſhould play the coquette, 
and he therefore attributes his feelings to s: But his Excellency 
has given a decided opinion without refcrvation, that he will net 
himſelf accept of any augmentation of his ſalary. As to his ſuc- 
ceſſots iianding the ſubſtitute of Majeily, he docs not think hin- 
ſelf competent to decide without his Viajeſty's commands. 

Sir Hic har Muſgra: e— The motion has a very queltionable 
appearance, in coming from the Hon. Gentleman who makes it. 
—A few nights ago he was a ſtrenuous advocate for retrench- 
ment in the military eſtabliſhment, contrary to the wiſhes of this 
Houſe, as that eſtabliſhment was ſupported by a large and dig- 
nined majority of it; beſides, it was a debt of gratitude due from 
this nation to England. He laid, he would analiſe the two na- 
tions, in order to ſhew the Hon. Gentleman's cenſiſtency; for 
cunfifiency would give weight to his arguments. He urged 
economy in the milicary eltabliſhment very much, contrary to 
the wiſhes of the Houſe, and now he is guilty cf wanton prodi- 
galizy in encreating the expence of the civil eſtabliſhment : He 
ſaid, wanton prodigality, becauſe the motion came merely from 
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binſelf, and therefore was wanton z but if it was not, he ſuppoſ- 
ed it came from ſome private hint, and that there was ſome ecret 
underſanding in the buſineſs ; if ſo, he congratulated his coun- 
try on having the aſſiſtance of a gentleman of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
abilities. 
| Mr. Mo/yneux.—An Hon. Gentleman has mentioned, that one 
day 1 vote for an increaſe of ſalary, and at another day for re- 
| trenchments. I have no idea of uniform oppoſition in order to 
| pay a kind of compliment in going over to adminiſtration, I 
will refuſe every expence where it is to ſupport a wrong meaſure z 
but the dignity of the nation is concerned that a proper proviſion 
be made to ſupport the office of our Viceroy.—But the _ 
man has given reaſons from his own feelings; he has ſpoken as 
. he would act; and his ſpeech looks like a kind of envy that I have 
t gotten the lead as it were the ſtart of him but I will with plea- 
V 


jure yield the way to him, for I declare upon my, honour, that 
ö ſelf was never in my conſideration. 
f Mr. T. Burgh, -I cannot conceive the neceſſity of poſtponing 
the addreſs. Is it that a private letter may be written to his 


0 
1 Majeſty to know whether he will accept a public letter? The 
5 addreſs of the Commons of Ireland No the Commons are for 
9 themſelves the beſt judges of the queſtion, and to their deter- 
£ mination t ought to be left · . 
. Mr. Da think we ſhould take the ſenſe of the Houſe on 
0 this ſubject now for, if on its being communicated to his Majeſty, 
he ſhould be agreeable to it, and we afterwards ſhould not paſs it, 
M welbould be ditagreeably ſituated. 
ö. Mr. St. GCearge.— If this motion 18 to be negatived, let it be 
e, rezatived now. At a future time we may not have ſuch an Eng- 
y lich nobleman of great abilities as a Lord Lieutenant, as 
Ct might chuſe to ſpend his own private property in * the 
e- Cignity of this nation. I ſhall vote that the addreſs be diſpoſed 
n- (H now. 


Aiterney General. — If the Houſe agrees, I ſhall drop my motion 
of deferring the queſtion, and enter upon the queſtion of the ad- 
dreſs (elf : Let me too take leave to obſerve, that when I deli- 
rered his Excellency's meſſage, I did not ſpeak my own private 
opinion, for were I to ſpeak my own private opinion, I declare 
| think the appointment of the Lord Lieutenant much too ſmall. 
The lapſe of many years has rendered it inadequate. 

dir Edward Newenham laid, he could not conſent to the Right 
Hon, Gentleman's withdrawing his motion ; for as he (Mr. Yel- 
verton) declared that it was the wiſh of the Lord Lieutenant to 
poſtpone it, he could not believe the mover would in an inſtant 
change his opinion ſo contradictory to his own words, 

The ſenſe of the Houſe appearing in favour of the Attorney 
General's withdrawing his motion, 
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Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, that ſince the Houſe was content 
he muſt agree, but he declared, as prodigality was the conſequence 
of ſuch grants, he would, if he was the ſingle negative, divide 
the Houſe 3 it; that meaſures, not men, ruled his cchdud. 
The Houſe divided. : 

On the qu: ſtion being put, whether the Houſe do agree ty 
addreſs his Majeſty, : 

Ayes, NES 77 
Noes, — 54 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Molyneux, and Mr. Burgh. 

Tellers for the noes, Sir Henry Cavendiſh and Sir Edward 
Newenham. | 
Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſtated à doubt whether gentlemen in the 
cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms had a rizht to vote. 

It ſeemed to be the opinion of the Houſe and of the Speabet, 
that every member preſent at a debate lrad a right to vote. 

Sir Jen Blazuiere laid, that the falary of the Secref7 of the 
Lord Lieutenant was totally inadequate to ſupport the Apences 
attending that ſituation ; that he had been in that ſtſtion hin- 
ſelf, and if it had not been for the indulgence of that Mlouſe he 
ſhould have been out of pocket. That the duties of that ft 
tion were extenfive, and required great abilities and aſſiduity. He 
could wiſh that men of ability and of connection in a neigh- 
© bouring kingdom ' ſhould be appointed to that ſtation, and 
that gentlemen who had filled the office might not be under 
the neceſſity to accept of places, the falarics of which they 
ſpent out of this * yen Hie then continued =] move 
that an humble addreſs be prefented to his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, requeſting that the ſenſe of this Houſe be ul 
| before his Majeſty, that che falary of the Secretary to the Lol 


Lieutenant ſhould have an angmentation of 2500/. per year. ſalary 
Mr. T. Burgh. —From'1758'to 178 3 the falary has only beet have 
2500/1. per year, and ſome accidental fees. Feeling it there: lude 
fore too little for the ſtation, I ſhall ſecond the motion. 8 tfreaſu 
Sir Edward Newenham expteſſed Ins ſurpiize at a motion d cne 1 
ſuch conſequence being made, without full notice of it, tha who, 
_ gentlemen might have time to turn it in their thoughts ate we io :ncon 
t here voting away the treaſure of the nation? Gentlemen wh» WF Mr 
are taken by ſurprize, are not aware that we are laying the four- WY iacre; 
dation fer a large arrear, and conſequently new taxes for th: Mr 


next ſeſſions of parliament : Secretaries have been well provided Wi tary v 
for by jobbing douceurs or lucrative finecure employments ; ve notio 
are ſent here to do the national buſineſs, and not to aggrandie Mr 
individuals; for his part he proteſted (on behalf of thote whon Ho 
he repreſented) in fall parliament, againſt ſuch profuſion of ih: WF Sir 
public money; the public were deceived; they heard a talk If e ot 
profetiioa of œconomy, but parbament acted with an alarmin; By Ave t. 
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degree of prodigality z he obſerved, that ſuch a motion ought to 
be duly conſidered 53 he ſuppoſed they would next aſk ſala- 


ries for the private ſecretaries, the coachman, the cook, and 
the Caſtle ſcullion boys. 


Art:rney General—This motion is to prevent ſecretaries from 


obtaining patent places. This has been the caſe with thoſe 


who now enjoy the place of maſter of the rolls, the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, clerk of the hanaper, the clerk of 
the council, and the vice-treaſurers, who all ſpend their incomes 
out of the kingdom. There is but one exception; (alluding to 


ard Sir ohn Blaquiere) he was ſecretary to a late Lord Lieutenant, 
he has obtained an honourable employment from the bounty of 
the tis foveretgn, the whole income of which he expends entirely in 
this kingdom, and is now become a citizen here. The place of 
ker, Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant ſhould be the object of. the ho- 
noutable ambition of perſons of rank in their own country, of per- 
the ſonal credit and influence; of ſuch credit as may influence the 
nces meaſures of the miniſtry of Great Britain, 
um- Mr. Alexander Montgomery. — We are voting away the purſe of 
e he the nation to increaſe the ſalaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his 
ft2- Secretary, —I beg gentlemen to conſider what the Secretaries of 
le the Lord Lieutenant have had: One Lord Lieutenant's Secretary 
eight has had a houſe in the park worth Kreer [ think the Secreta- 
and nes ſhould ſupport one another. If the preſent Lord Lieutenant's 
inder Secretary keeps his promiſes with us, I think he woud deſerve 
they it better than any one elſe. : 
move dir Henry Cavendi/h,—The Right Hon. Gentleman will keep 
y the lis promiſes if gentlemen will let him. Gentlemen may vote away 
1 30, ooo. or 40, oool. at a time. You have increaſed the ſalary 
Lord the Lord Lieutenant, and now you are aſked to increaſe the 
ſalary of the Secretary 2500/. per year. The Houſe ought to 
been have time to conſider this motion. It is not the perſon I al- 


lude to—it is the office. It has been mentioned that the vice- 
treaſurers ſpend their incomes out of this kingdom; but I know 
one vice-treaſurer (alluding, it is ſuppoſed, to Mr. Flood) 
who, it he had continued in that office, would have ſpent its 
income in this country). | 


| 5 . expences of the Secretary have very much 
increated, 
Mr. Parſons obſerved, that the Lord Lieutenant and his Secre- 


tary were like the biſhops of old, who uſed to cry on their pro- 
motions, Velo Epiſcepart. | | 


Mr. Kearney was alſo againſt it. 

Hon. Weſley Pele moved the increaſe might be only 1500/. 
Sir Henry Cavendiſb ſaid, I am againſt this unceaſing prodiga- 
ty of the public money; our manufacturers are ſtarving z rathe 
die this enormous ſum in bounties, than pamper the rich; feed 
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the hungry and the N before you doubly cloath the rich- 
economy was promiſed, but prodigality is daily practiſed— 
there muſt be an end of it—the nation ſinks under it, and debt 
muſt accumulate. | 

Mr. Corry.—1I riſe to expreſs my diſapptobation of granting 
additional ſalaries, more eſpecially when œconomy was recom- 
mended. in the ſpeech z but that œconomy was reſpecting the 
Genevans. 
Sir Febn Blapuiere.— I would be willing to make my motion 
agfcea le to the Houſe ; I move, that inſtead of 2500). per year, 
it be amended to 2000/. per year. 
The queſtion was put, whether the amendment of the wordt 
1590/. per year, do a part of his motion ? 
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Ayes, 21 
Noes, — 56 ' 
The queſtion being put on the original motion, with the 
amendment of 2000/. per year, 
Ayes, — — 71 
Noes, — — 28 


Sir Jahn Blaquiere preſented a petition from the ſilk manufic- 
turers of the city of Dublin. 2 


Order of the day for going into the heads of a bill for laying 
additional duties on wine, hides, tallow, &c.—Deferred to 
Monday. | 


Ordered alſo, the third reading of the act for granting to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſeveral duties on itampet 
vellum, parchment, and paper, be on Monday.— 


_ . " — — — 


Moxpay, Novewser 24, 1783. 


The following gentlemen were, by ballot, choſen to be: 
committee to try the merits of the petition, complaining of a 
undue election and return for the city of Cork: 


Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; | Hon. Den. Browne, 
Hon. Chas. Skeffington, Hon. Edw. Ward, 

William Todd Jones, Eſq; , George Roſs, Elq; 

Alex. Crookſhank, Eiq; Chas. Cuthbert, Eſq; 

Hon. James Browne, T. Burgh, (of Achboy) Eq; 
Sir John Browne, Crom. Price, Efq; 

Samuel Hayes, E1q; Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Cha. Powell Leſlie, Eſq; : 


Mr. Gardiner made ſeveral motions for papers relative t 
the exportation of manufactures ; which were ordered, 


is the 
time ] 
on, tl 
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Mr. Hartley ſaid he had a petition to preſent of the utmoſt 
conſequence to this kingdom, which he ſhould preface by ob- 
ſerving, that during the late war an act had paſſed in England, 
ſuſpending a part of the act of navigation, by admitting the entry of 
tobaccos from neutral places, but as Ireland was not conſidered 
in that light, the importation of tobaccos from this country 
to Great Britain, was conſequently prohibited z ſo that our 
merchants are precluded from ſending a fingle hogſhead to 
England, while the merchants of that kingdom, when they 
have more tobacco than they can readily fell, may pour in 
233 much as they pleaſe into Ireland, to the ruin and deſtruc- 
tion of the American and Weſt India trade, we have fo dearl 
purchaſed. He therefore offered a petition from the merchants 
conſtituting the Council of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Pelham faid, that a petition from the merchants, of Dub- 
lin ought to meet with every reſpect; but the navigation act 
was 2 very old law, and had been adopted by Ireland. 

Mr. Fele. Whenever this queſtion comes to be debated, I 
will ſhew that it is one of the moſt important that can come 
before the Houſe; it is no leſs than “whether we ſhall take 
advantage of our national ſituation or not?“ It is a queſtion 
ing that deſerves our utmoſt attention, and I am happy to ſee it ſo 
* reſpetably brought forward as by the Hon. Gentleman who re- 

preſents the city of Dublin, The navigation act prohibits the 
importation of goods into Great-Britain or Ireland, from any 
* place but the place of their growth; and by the late qualification 
pet of chat act, they were allowed to be imported from neutral places. 
lreland is not a neutral place, but a nation in ſtricteſt amity, and 

is therefore excluded from the benefit of this trade, at the ſame 

time England may ſend theſe goods hither : now, in my opini- 

on, the ewo countries thould ſtand on' the ſame footing, and it . 

requires no new law to regulate this buſineſs, it only requires 

de: s the old law ſhould be conſtrued in the ſame manner in both 

f nations z for if Britain will not receive theſe goods from Ireland, 
'" © BY ccither thould Ireland receive them from Britain. 

Mr. Fitægibbon— hope the ſtyle of this petition will be chan- 
ged, as I would give all due conſideration to a queſtion of this 
magnitude, but cannot conſent to receive a petition from a body 
of men ſtyling themſel ves a council of a chamber of commerce 

| atitle utterly unknown to the houſe, either as a chartered, or a 
iq; corporate body, and therefore howſoever reſpeQable the petiti- 
oners, this Houſe can take no cognizance of x petition. 

Mr. Hufſey—lt was but laſt week that the Houſe received a pe- 
tion under this very title. 

Attorney General It was not received without ohjection: I 


id object to it, though too late, for the queſtion had been de- 
eided to receive it =o 
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Mr. Beresford—1 R reſpect for the merchants, who, | 

am told, form what is called the chamber of commerce; but thi; 
Houſe cannot recognize a body unknown to law z nor indeed hare 
the merchants any cauſe to complain on this account, as they 
may come before us with a title much ſuperior to that which they 
have aſſumed—they may come as the guild of merchants of the 
ws ay Dublin, or as individual merchants. 

. Huſſey—They do come before us as merchants ; the title 
of che petition is that of merchants compoſing the chamber of 
commerce.” Jt is the undoubted and unalienable right of the 
ſubject to petition parliament, and on a queſtion of trade. It is 
dn y indecent to reject the petition of a moſt reſpectable body 

merchants, even if it was deficient in point of ſtyle, which does 
not appear to be the preſent caſe. | 

Mr. #it2gibbox—1 muſt ſtill object to receiving or reading thi; 
petition until the title of it ſhall be altered. The Hon. Gentleman 
ſays, eompoling the chamber of commerce, that is, the very 
thing we do. not know ; what is the chamber of commerce? 
merely a ſelf-ereted body, and the name a title uſurped : If 
thoſe gentleraen who compoſe the chamber of commerce will con- 
deſcend to apply to parliament, by their own proper names, they 
may be very — of a favourable attention. 

Sr H. Cavendiſh.— The Hon. Gentleman who brought in this 
petition cannot alter the title of it; the Houſe ought to receive itz 
it is; and I warn gentlemen to beware of curtailing the liberty ai 
the ſubjeR, or abridging their privileges. 

Mr. Hartley.— I have not communicated with the gentlemen 
who ſigned this petition, and therefore I cannot take upon me t 
alter the ſtyle of it. 

Mr, Fitzgibbon moved the order of the day. 

Mr. Molyzexx complained, that inſtead of previous queſtions, 
the other fide of the Houſe bad too often made uſe of the order d 
the day to defeat the intentions ef gentlemen who were anxious 
for their country's ſervice. | 
Mr. Maſen.— The Hon. Gentleman who brought forward this 

tition has declared, that he cannot make any alteration in tie 

yle of it. I for the preſent conſider it as diſmiſſed, and call for 
the order of the day; for however highly | may reſpect thole 
perſons who are ſaid to compoſe what is called the council of the 
chamber of commerce, their ſtyle is totally unknown to the con- 
ſtitution : they are neither a body corporate or politic, by charte! 
or by act of parliament, and therefore their petition cannot be te- 
ceived unleſs they put their names to it. 

Mr. Daly.—To every matter which reſpects commerce, I an 
ready to pay the utmoſt attention, as to the foundation on which 
the future hopes of this country are built, and am therefore for en” 


tering into the buſineſs propoſed by this petition z but it is fir 
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neceſſary I ſhould know who the petitioners are, and for what 

purpoſe they ſhould fizn their names to it, for if not, this Houſe 

can take no Cognizance of it. Should we begin a practice of re- 

cciving petitions ſigned by nabe, we. might be for ever plagued 

with trifling, groundleſs or ſeditious petitions ; for which reaſon 

we muſt reſpeQ our own orders, . receive none but ſuch as 

we annexed to them the names of perſons actually reſponſible for 

their contents. A | | 
Sir Edzuard Me,. The mover cannot alter the title cf 
the petition; it would be forgery—the members of that council 

are men of chara der and public virtue ; they will not ſtoop to al- 

ter their citle to pleaſe the whim of this Houſe, Will you refuſe 

to receive the petitions cf the people ? Will you refuſe to receive 

the petitions of thoſe merchants, by whoſe induſtry the revenues 

of the crown are ſupported If that be your ſyſtem, you abſo- 

lutely diſſolve the — of the governing and governed. Vou 

never thought of moving previous queſtions when you were vo- 

ting ſalaries to Viceroys and Secretaries; but when the main pil- 
lars of the ſtare petition you, you treat them with contempt. 

The people muſt ſubmit to conſtant inſults and injuſtice, The 

petition is ſigned by your worthy member, who preſents it; it 

5 ſigned by a reſpectable merchant, Mr. Mariton. Are not theſe - 
names enough to give it a ſanction? 

Right Hon. Je Scett.—l really think you have made this a 
matter of importance, which in its own nature might have been 
ealily accommodated. There is no man in the Houſe who will 
not allow that Mr. Hartley's name is in itſelf ſufficient to gain 
this petition every degree of attention, nor does he require the 
ſtrength of an uſurped title, unknown to law, to give him conſe- 
quence If thoſe men uſirp the title of the council of the cham- 
ber of commerce, another body of merchants may aſſume ano- 
ther title, and then we ſhal! kave merchant againſt merchant z but 
I fay Mr. Hartley's name gives infinitely more dignity and weight 
to this petition than a thouſand ufurped titles of preſident and 
vice preſident of the council of the chamber of commerce—titles 
that we in vaip look for ia the ſtatute book or in our journals, or 
a the charters cf corporations. Suppoſe a ſtranger was to ſearch 
tur them, he would hnd them mere nullities. The aſſumptiom of 
theſe bigh ſounding titles between merchant and merchant is un- 
juſt; they have no right to baptize themſelves by general aggre- 
gate names I honour the profeſſion of a merchant as much as 
ay man, and I am as defirous to promote the commerce of this 
country ; for which reafons I wiſh to have the petition before the 
Houſe, and this can only be done by withdrawing it, and altering 
the ſtyle in ſuch a manner that it may be fit for us to receive. | 

Mr. Brownlow—This is a petition of great importance, and 
ſhould have weight with the other fide of the Houſe. If there wore 
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but the two names that have been mentioned, it ought to be ge. 
ceived z but it is ſigned on behalf of a numerous and moſt reſpec- 
table body of merchants. | 

Mr. Scatr.— have no objection to receiving it, as the petition 
of the gentlemen whoſe names have been mentioned, if it is ſo 
expreſſed ; the Hon. Gentleman who introduced it was going to 
comply, and to alter it conſonant to that idea, the pen was in 
his hand for that purpoſe, and I defire, that it may be remember- 
ed that the gentlemen on that fide of the Houſe, who . perſuaded 
him not to alter the ſtyle, are the perſons, who object to the pe- 
tition, not we, who refuſe to admit of uſurped titles. 

Mr. William Ponſonby, —l imagine if the queſtion be put upon 
the petition in its preſent ſtyle, it will not be received; I would 
therefore adviſe the Hon. Gentleman to withdraw and alter it; 
for though it would give me much pain to reject the petition of x 
body of merchants, or of a ſingle merchant, or even of the loweſt 
perſon yet I would rather do that than violate the forms of this 

ouſe. 

Mr. Ledge Morre The title of this petition does not accord with 
our laws ; but as the Hon. Gentleman who introduced it may 
withraw it, I hoped for a mere punctilio he will not ſuffer a bene- 
fit to his country to be loſt, 

Mr. — entreat gentlemen to conſider what will be the 
conſequence, if every man who propoſes any thing diſagreeable 
to the miniſter, is to have his mouth ſtopped by calling for the 
order of the day. I beg that ſome regard may be had to the pri- 
vilege of the Houſe, and the privileges of the people: They hare 
been both broken this night, and in a moſt important inſtance 
relative to the riſing commerce of this country; 1 do proteſt 
againſt ſuch proceedings; the rights of the ſubject ſhould always 
be favoured in this Houſe, and if a body of men not hoſtile to 
the laws and the conſtitution, petition 8 Houſe, the moſt fa- 
vourable conſtruction ſhould be given to their petition : but to 
reject it in the manner we are about to do at preſent, is a daring 
violation of the rights of the people and of the conſtitution of par- 
liament. Sir, it is the inherent right of every perſon in the king- 
dom to petition parliament, ſo that the petition is ſigned by an 
oſtenſible „ and this, I find, is ſigned by an honourable 
and moſt reſpectable Member of rhe. Houſe, who repreſents the 
metropolis of this kingdom. It is a flagrant breach of the rights 
of the ſubject and the privilege of parliament. 

Mr. GH Objections have been made to the title of the pe- 


tition as unknown to law, but there are many reſpectable bodies 
of men in this country, u 


Ireland are not recognized by law, and will any man fay they 
have not aright to petition parliament? [Here Mr. Griffith was 


called to order.] 


nknown to law ; the volunteers of 
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Sir Jabn Blaquiere=l riſe to order, for the ſubjeR before us is, 
whether we are to receive this petition ? That admired body of 
men the volunteers has been alluded to, but that body of men is 
not the preſent queſtion. p 

Sir Henry Cavendi/b—T he ſtanding order of the Houſe was re- 
ferred to a committee, but we have had no report yet. 
| Mr, * rights of the ſubject are always to be maintain- 
ed. This petition is from a body of men not illegal, and there- 
fore ought to be received. This gentleman adverted to the ma- 
jorit y of the other fide of the Houle. 

Prime Serjeant Kelly I feel myſelf extremely hurt by ſome 
gentlemen making any diſtinction between one ide of the Houſe 
and the other: I ſay place ought to make no difference, and I 
truſt there are honourable men on both ſides. I am alſo hurt at 
hearing a miniſter's majority mentioned; no man who has not 
the merits of the queſtion with him can have a majority: I hope 
it will never be preſumed that a majority can be obtained in any 
other way, For myſpatt, though I hold an office under govern- 
ment, I never will object to this petition for the ſtile ; there is 
no fault in the ſtile; here is a ſelect body of men called the cham- 
ber of commerce z the uſe of names is to know who the perſons 
petitioning are, in caſe of any impropriety we may call them be- 
fore us. Lo this petition we have the name of an honourable mem- 
ber of this Houſe, he is anſwerable for it; it is acknowledged 
to be a matter of importance, and ſhall we for mere matter of 


form, rejeQt an important matter ſo well authenticated? No, 


though I am an this fide of the Houſe, and will ſupport govern- 


ment in every honourable meaſure, and in none but honourable 
meaſures, I will receive this petition z no power on earth ſhall 
prevent me. [Here a loud clapping taking place, the gallery was 
ordered to be cleared. As ſoon as that order was complied with, 
and the Houſe was cleared, ] 

Mr. Fitzgibbon warmly cenſured the indecent conduct of the 
gallery, and moved that the Houſe ſhould enter into a reſolu- 
tion, ** That a groſs and indecent outrage, by clapping of hands, 
having been committed this night by the ſtrangers admitted to the 
gallery, refolved that the ſerjeant at arms do from time to time 
take into his cuſtody any ſtranger or ſtrangers that he ſhall ſee or 
be informed of to be in the Houſe, while any committee of the 
whole Houſe, or the committee of privileges is fitting ; and that 
this order be ſtrictly enforced.” ¶ The motion was ſupported by a 
great number of the treaſury ſide, and oppoſed by the other part 
of the Houſe as ſtrenuouſly,] 

Mr. #locd, who came in late, was an able advocate for the ad- 
miſſion of conſtituents to hear their debates,. and declared thar 
if gentlemen were not aſhamed 4 theit conduct, they had nothing 
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to fear from its being known, and that it was unreaſonable and 
unjuſt to preclude all from the galleries for the intemperate con- 
duct of a few. 
The motion was then carried. | 
Ayes — — 157 
Noes — 
Mr. Hartley's petition was then precluded by the queſtion on 
the order 7 2 the — which was Cried without a Aigen. 
The order of the day was then read for the commitment of 
the third and fourth money bills; purſuant thereto the Houſe re- 
ſolved into a committee, where the bills were read paragraph by 
paragraph, agreed to, and ordered to be reported to- morrow. 


— 3 —  —— — 
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Tuussẽpav, NovewmBer 25, 1783. 


The committee to inquire into the ſtate of the trade between 
this kingdom and Portugal, ſat for ſome time, after which the 
Houſe reſumed. : 


The order of the day being read for the trial of the controvert- 
ed election for the town of Baltimore, the following perſons were 


nominated as a ſelect committee; | 
om oler, Eſq; William Godley, Eſq; 

n. William Agar, ames Bernard, Eſq; 
Robert Leigh, Etqz homas Smyth, Eſq; 
George Roth, Efq; Hon. Robert Howard 
Right Hon. John O'Neil, | I Cornelius Bolton, Eſq; 
Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq; | Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 
Hon. George Jocelyn, Robert Roſs, Eſq; 
Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſq; | | 


Mr. Foſter reported, purſuant to order, from the committee of 
the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration an en- 

fed bill, entitled an act for granting to his majeſty certain du- 
they had gone through 


The committee of ways and means having ſat, and the Houſe 


th with the com- 
mittee, that ſixpence additional duty be laid on every gallon of 
ed, from 
» 1783, to the 25th of March, 1784, 


The Preveft ſaid, that the adoption of the additional 6d. on 
rum would be, not only prejudicial to the reſpectable mercan- 


ries 0n beer, ale, ſtrong waters, &c. 
the ſame. | 


being again reſumed, 
A motion was made, that the Houſe do agree 


rum, and eight pence on every gallon of brandy im 
the 250 day of — *f Marc 
incluſivel y. 


grant | 
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tile city he had the honour to repreſent, but alſo to the equally 
reſpeQable gentlemen of the provinces of Connaught, Leinſter, 
and Munſter, who were engaged in paſturage. Any injury done 
the proviſion trade muſt hurt them, and they were of too much 
— to the ſtate to be overlooked by that Houſe. His 
conſtituents particularly, whoſe intereſts he would, while he had 
breath, endeavour to maintain, as well in his every other ſitu- 
ation, as in that of 22 of parliament, 2 2 4 
maged in the proviſion trade they carry on, eſpecially to 
nde — muſt . chat the return made was 
not in ſpecie, but in rum; therefore by laying the additional 6d. 
a gallon on rum, the conſumption muſt be leſſened, in propor- 
tion as the tax increaſed z how this would operate, n no 
explanation. He ſaid that the merchants of Cork did not peti- 
tion, becauſe they apprehended that the mode of application 
would be too dilatory ; but contented themſelves with commu- 
nicating their defires to him by a letter ſigned with very reſpect- 
able names : [Here he read the letter as part of his ſpeech] The 
laying on the additional 64. would alſo give a ſuperiority to the 
people of America in the commerce they might hereafter carry 
on with the Welt-India Iſlands, and if there was a fuperiority to 
be given any where, ſurely gentlemen could not hefitate giving 
it to the manufactures of their own country. | 

The high price that proviſions at preſent bear, and were likely 
to continue to bear, ſhould be an additional reaſon with the 
Houſe not to adopt the meaſure [Here he ſtated the price of dif- 
ferent grain for ſome time paſt] for that by preventing, in this 
manner, the conſumption of rum, a greater quantity of barley 
and oats would be uted in the diſtilleries, which, in the preſent 
; high price of proviſions, might be attended with inconvemiencies 
l to the lower order of the people, which the Houſe of Commons 

were in duty bound, as far as in them lay, to avert. As he 
happened to throw out this idea, he would it farther, 

of though not alrogether connected with the ſubject before them, 
al and recommended it particularly to the North country members, 
(where generally every three years, a real or artificial famine 
4 exiſts) to eſtabliſh public granaries in the principal towns, buy- 
ing in corn when cheap, and felling it out at reaſonable prices, 
in times of ſcarcity. He would recommend it to parliament to 
grant bounties on the carriage of corn to thoſe granaries. He 
concluded with moving, that the word ſixpence, be ſtruck 
out of the refolution. | 

Mr. Longfield ſaid, that his Right Hon. Colleague had ſtated 
this matter ſo ably, and in ſo ſatisfactory a manner to the Houſe, 
that nothing remained for him to ſay on the occaſion : he would, 
therefore, content himſelf with ſeconding the mation. 
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Mr. G. Montgomery faid, he would oppoſe any new duty on 
whiſkey. | 
Right Hon. /n Beresford ſaid—I1f there aroſe any queſtion, 
whether the Houle ought to give a preference to paſturage or 
azriculture, he would not heſitate to give it to the latter. il- 
lage was much more advantageous to any country than paſturage. 
It conduced more to encreating the number of the people. If, 
therefore, it was true, that in the number of inhabitants conſiſted 
the' ſtrength of nations, che Houſe ſhould adopt any meaſure tha: 
would promote that end. Laying on the additional 64. would 
advance the breweries and diſtilleries. It had been ſaid, that 
corn was at ſo high a price, that every meafure tending to leſſen 
it, ſhould be adopted. If corn was now high, it was no proof it 
ſhould continue to; and if the Houſe were to conſider the dif. 
ferent intereſts: of different deſcriptions of men, ſurely the in- 
tereſts of the farmers did not leaſt merit their attention. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman who made the amendment with ſo 
much ability, had mentioned, that the additional fixpence would 
ruin the rum trade of this kingdom. In England the duty was 8. 
per gallon, and yet the trade was not deſtroy ed. In the article 
of ſugar, the Engliſh, owing to the contingent advantages their 
long connexion with the iſland gave them, had an advantage, but 
reſpeQ to rum the advantage lay evidently on the fide of the 
riſh, | | | 
The Preveſ, in reply, ſaid, that the merchants of Cork were 
too reſpectable a body of men to trouble the Houſe with any ap- 
plication they knew to be hurtful to the kingdom, on account of 
any petty intereſt that might accrue to them; but applications, 
made by particular bodies of men, were ſo often found to point 
out advantage to the public at large, that parliament had found it 
wiſe to accede to them. Any man might perceive the preſent 
to be one of them. | 
Me. Cuffe and Sir Francis Hutchinſon ſpoke in favour of the 
amendment. ' | 
. The queſtion being put on the Provoſt's amendment, there ap- 


For it 23 N 
ESE Againſt it —— 51 
- Ordered, the bill of ſupply to be engroſſed and read this day. 
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Ordered, That all members returned for two or more places 
ſhall make their election, and be ready to anſwer the call of this 
Houſe on the iſt of December next. 
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The petition of certain merchonts, ſtiling themſelves the Coun- 
cil of the Chamber of Commerce, praying to be put on the ſame 
footing with Great Britain, relative to the conſtruction of the na- 
vigation acts, was this day preſented by Mr. Hartley, and order- 
ed to lie on the table., | 

Right Hon. bai Fofler—As I think the exiſtence of Ireland, 
as a commercial country, depends upon the proper conftruction of 
the act of navigation, and the other acts made explanatory.thereof, 
and for giving it force in Ireland, this petition merits our utmoſt 
regards; and as the Honourable Gentleman who preſented it, 
ſeemed to have ſome doubt that the bill now before the com- 
mittee of ways and means, might in ſome degree tend to exclude 
Ireland from the benefit of thoſe acts, though I am not of the ſame 
opinion myſelf, yet I am ready to add to that bill a proviſo [which 
he read] declaring that nothing therein contained ſhall be conſtrued 
to deprive this country of the benefit of the act of navigation, or 
the acts made explanatory thereof. 


Sir John Blaquiere moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe, an account of the quantity of woollen yarn exported * 
the laſt ten years. 


An engroſſed money- bill was preſented to the Houſe. 

Ordered, That the ſame be preſented to the Houſe of Lords 
by two of the members of this Houſe, for their Lordſhips con- 
Currence, 


Mr. Grattan—I move to take into conſideration, on Friday 
next, all practical retrenchments in the collecting of the revenue. 
From what happened in this Houſe on Saturday laſt, particularly 
teſpecting the addition of 4000. per annum to the ſalary of the 
Chief Governor (a meaſure which, had I been preſent, I would 
have moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſed) I am induced to move for an im- 
mediate enquiry into practical retrenchments, —Ordered, 


Sir Anne/ley Stewart obſerved, that as another very reſpectable 
aſſembly was now ſitting, at which ſeveral members of this Houſe 
were to attend, he withed the Honourable Gentleman who had 
given notice that he would, on this night, move for an abſentee- 
tax, would be ſo kind as to poſtpone it for a few days, 

Mr. Molyneux roſe, and apologized for not being able to enter 
into the buſineſs of which he had given notice, (a tax on abſen- 
tees) and which was ordered for diſcuſſion this day; he faid, 
that the cloſe attention which he was bound to give in another 
moſt reſpectable afſembly (the Grand National Convention) had 
not left him opportunity ſufficient to prepare himſelf pro rly on 
that important ſubject ; and he again begged leave to defer it to 
Monday nent. | | ; 
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After this apology, Mr. Molyneux fat down, but roſe almoſt 
immediately, and defired to know if an honourable and learned 
member, who had undertaken to explain the conduct of govern- 
ment, with regard to the provincial regiments, and who, he 
doubted not, would do it very much to their honour, was ready 
to proceed upon that ſubject. 

| George Ponſonby—1f the Hon. Gentleman had kept his pro- 
miſe to the Houſe, it would be eaſier for me to keep mine; this 
is the ſecond or third time he has deferred the abſentee queition, 
I came to the Houſe this night expecting to hear him on that ſub- 
jeQ; he diſappoints me, and deſires me to proceed with one not 
fixed for this night ; he cannot ſure imagine I go always with the 
papers in my pocket, which are neceſſary to the point I have in 
view ; but this 1 promiſe the Honourable Gentleman, that | 
will be ready to enter upon the ſubject I have undertaken on 
the day next following to that on which his ſhall be diſpoſed of, 


Report was made by the Right Hon. John Fefer, that the 
committee had gone through the bill for granting to his Majeſty 
* ſeveral duties on goods therein mentioned, without any amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Fofter—I move that a clauſe be annexed to the ſaid bill, 
& Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
that this act ſhall not extend to allow the import of ſuch wares 
and merchandizes from any place contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the act, called the Act of Navigation paſſed in the 
reign of Charles II. and by an act paſſed in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth of George II. and by an act paſſed in the ſeventeenth and 
eighteenth of his preſent Majeſty for the extending of certain pro- 
viſions.” | 

Mr. Hartley—The intention of this petition is to examine into 
the conſtruction of the act of navigation. 

Mr. Fefe. wiſh to introduce a clauſe to obviate all doubts, 
relative to this country, as a commercial country; if any doubts 
remain, I do not wiſh to have it introduced at all. 

Mr. Harthy—1 know that the petition is preſented with the 
beſt intentions. X 

Mr. Feſter ſaid, that the act of navigation was an Iriſh law. 
If gentlemen wiſhed for a ſeparate act (though, in his opinion, 
not neceſſary) he ſhould withdraw the propoſed clauſe, and move 
that the bill ſhould be engrofſed. 


The Houſe, in a committee of ways and means, Right Hon. 
John Foſter in the chair. : 

Mr. Hartley moved that a tax of 15. ſhould be paid on every 
entry, except poſt entries, imported into the port of Dublin, to 
pay off the debt incurred by the truſtees for building the Royal 
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Exchange, and for the purpoſe of keeping the Exchange in re- 


air, —Agreed nem. con. 

Mr. Hartley then propoſed a tax of 5s. per pound on all rabbits 
fur, and 3d. per ſkin on all rabbits ſkins exported : This he did as 
a protecting duty, in order to keep at ho: e the raw material of 
every conſiderable manufacture. | 

Me. Maſon propoſed 15. per pound as an amendment, 5s. he 
thought, would be a prohibition, inſtead of a protection. 

Sir Jebn Blaquiere ſupported the principle — 1h our own 
manufactures by protecting duties; his idea was not to prohibit 
the exportation of the raw material, but to let it go ſo taxed, 
that the produce of the manufacture ſhould return to us loaded 
with au expence, which would render it dearer to the conſumer, 
than the produce of the ſame manufacture at home. 

Mr. Denis Daly faid—Before we prohibit the exportation of 
any raw material, it is neceſſary for us to know that we have any 
chance of conſuming it in our manufactures at home; there are 
many raw materials, eſpecially in that part of the country which 
] have the honour to repreſent, of which to prohibit the exporta- 
tion, would be moſt ruinous and deſtructive. \ 

Mr. Hartley urged the manifold advantages which England 
derived from the laws, by which ſhe prohibited the exporta- 
tation of wool, and ſaid, that ſo conſcious was that wiſe coun- 
try of thoſe advantages, that all the wool-growers in England, 
with a noble duke at their head, had not been able te, ſhake 
her inflexible reſolution of maintaining them. He hoped Ireland 
would profit by her example, 

It was ultimately agreed, to refer this petition to Mr, Gardiner's 
committee for protecting the trade of Ireland. 

Sir Henry Hartflenge aid, his letters received this day from 
Limerick acquainted him, that the city and its cuſtom-houſe till 
remained in the ſame defenceleſs ſtate it had been in for ſome time 
paſt, for want of a garriſon, tkere not being a ſingle ſoldier there 
and called upon the Right Hon. Gentleman in the confidence of 
Government, to declare why a mihtary force had not been 
quartered in that city for ſome time paſt. 

Mr, Pelham, in anſwer, ſaid, that in purſuance to an appli- 
cation from the Hon. Baronet, orders had been ſent for the march 
of troops to do garriſon duty in Limerick, 

Sir Henry Hartflonge rejoined, by an obſervation on the ſlowneſs 
of their march, it being the 2 3d of October he made an applica- 
tion to the Right Hon. Gentleman, | 


Mr. Chatterton moved, that a bill to prevent frivolous and vexa- 

tious arreſts ſhould be printed. He obſerved, that the ſeſſion be- 
fore laſt an a& under a ſimilar title had paſſed z that it had injured 
all credit among the lower claſs of the people, particularly at 
Cork, the inhabitants of which had petitioned againſt it, and it 
had been ſince repealed, —Ordered accordingly, 
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The Houſe being informed that Mr. Wetheral, aſſiſtant exami- 
nator of cuſtoms, attended at the door, he was called in, and at 
the bar preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their order, an ac. 
count of the quantities and value of new drapery imported into 
Ireland from England and Scotland for erighty-hve years and a 
quarter, commencing the 25th day of December, 1697, and end- 
ing the 25th day of March, 1983, each year diſtinguiſhed, —— 
Alfo, an account of the quantities and value of old drapery im- 
ported" into Ireland from England and Scotland for eighty-five 
years and a quarter, commencing the 25th day of December, 
1697, and ending the 25th day of March, 1783, each year di- 
ſtinguiſhed. | 
The titles whereof were read, and the accounts ordered to lie 
on the table for the peruſal of the members, 


— 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1783. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of trade, Sir Henry 
Cavendiſh in the chair. a L 


When Mr. Haughton was examined relative to the manufacture 
of new drapery, 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh, chairman of the committee of trade, re- 
ported ſome progreſs, and aſked leave to ſit again.—Agreed to. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, the Right Hon. 
John Bourke in the chair, | 


Read a bill to enable the Hon. Mr. 1 40 ſell part of his 
eſtate, to diſcharge incumbrances, and for other, purpoſes. 


Mr. Fefter preſented an engrofſed bill for regulating the ſugar 
on _ granting feveral duties therein mentioned —Ordered to 
e . 


Report from the committee to enquire into the petition reſpeRx- 
— inland navigation. — Received and ordered to lie on the 
table. | | | 


Mr. Bennet moved, that the petition*complaining of an undue 


election and return for the county of Galway, be wi "He 
Withdrawn accordingly. 7 Y, be withdrawn. 


Mr. Holmes moved, that further time be grant 
qualify.— Granted. y N granted for perſons to 


Mr. Daly—Having been elected and returned for the 
Galway, and à petition being preſented, which is 
drawn, I make my election for the ſaid county, | 


county of 
now with · 
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Sit Jobn Parnell reported from the committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the ſtate of the navigation board. 


Mr. Browne (of Trinity College) moved, that the names of 
all perſons who are returned for two places, be called over on the 
zd day of December next, and that they be then obliged to make 
their election. An amendment was propoſed, that the words 
twenty days after,“ be inſerted, 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb moved, that the ſtanding order of the 
Houſe, in ſuch caſes, be now read.—Order read. 

Mr. Attorney General and Mr. Scott obſerved, that there were 
a great many petitions, complaining of undue returns, that could 
not be diſpoſed of till after the third of Dècember, and ſome of 
them would not come on till February: This motion, if carried, 
would inconvenience many gentlemen. , 

The queſtion yas put on the amendment, and carried in the 
iirmative. | 

The motion was then put, and negatived. 

Mr. Smith (member for Limerick) obſerved, that when there 
was a demand for troops elſewhere, the volunteers of Limerick 
had chearfully undertaken to do the garriſon duty; that they had 
continued it fr theſe three months; that they were moſtly mer- 
chants, traders and manufacturers; that they were at very great 
expence, and though their hearts did not feel it, their pockets 
did; and when the cold weather had ſet in, the barrack board 
was wrote to for firing, and an anſwer was received from a Mr. 
Thwaites, informing, that no firing could be given to the volun- 
teers, without a particular order from government: In this bu- 
inefs he did not in the leaſt charge the Right Hon. Secretary 
with any inattention, but he thought that men who had done ſo 
much, voluntarily, ſhould not have been ſo dealt with ; and that 
ſome of the regulars ſhould have been ſent there ere now. 

Mr. Cuffe anſwered—That it was by no means in, conſequence 
of any diſreſpect to the volunteers that they were denied fires, but 


25 government provided for none other than the ſtanding army, 
it could not be allowed. 4 


The order of the day being read, for the Houſe entering into 
committee on the petition of Robert Brooke, Eſq; of Proſper- 
ous, - 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf accordingly, Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 
(of Oldtown) in the chair. | 

Mr. Arbuthnot, ſuperviſor of the linen-board, was examined, 
who, among other particulate, depoſed, that he had been ſent by 
the linen-board to Proſperous, in the county of Kildare, Mr. 
Brooke's manufactory, where he found buildings had been erected, 
bnce the 11th of October laſt, which had colt, by the builder's 
cſmate, 2,833/. the principal of which was a houſe zoo feet in 
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tength, 15 in breadth, and 3 ſtories high, capable of containing 
oo looms, for the purpoſe of giving employment to weaver of 
ublia out of work z—that a great number of that deſcription 
were there employed or ſubſiſted until they ſhould get employ. 
ment, at the rate of 94. for the men, 64. for the women, aud 
44. for the boys and girls per day.—That at ſaid manufactory d 
Proſperous there were actually 300 looms at work, &c. 

Mr. . Fefter ſaid The —_ is employed by the linen-board 
to go round the kingdom, and make his return on oath. Aﬀter 
-expatiating on the great merit of Captain Brooke, Mr. Feſter men- 
tioned that he had a refolution to propoſe to the committee, 
which he hoped woald meet with their approbation : He muſt 
obſerve to gentlemen, that this could not be called a grant of 
public money, it was only a loan; there was no tax to be laid 
on for it. He then moved, That the ſum of 25,000). be 
advanced to Robert Brooke, Eſq; in Exchequer bills, payable 
the 25th of March, 1784, be Paying intereſt Tor the ſame, and 
giving proper ſecurity for {aid ſum of 25,0001. and for employing 
2000 perſons in the manufaQtory at Proſperous, from the 25th of 
March, 1784, to the 25th of March, 1794.“ 

Mr. Pelham declared, that Captain Brooke was called upon by 

vernment, when various petitions were preſented at the caſtle, 

ting the wretched ſituation of the weavers : Captain Brooke 
informed government, that, with their aſſiſtance, he would give 
employment to ſeveral of them; and on conſulting with ſome of 
the magiſtrates, it was agreed to ſend down to Proſperous ſuch 
unemployed weavers, properly certified, as were unable to get 
employment. Mr. Pelbam ſpoke much of the utility of the mea- 
ſure, and ſaid, he would give his hearty concurrence to the reſ0- 
lution. | 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, that from his local knowledge of the town 
of Proſperous, and reading the allegations of Captain Brooke's 
petition, he was competent to declare, that they were not only 
true, but rather moderate; he ſaid, about ſix or ſeven days ago, 
he went to Proſperous, examined the houſes, looms, &c. and 
ſaw competence and induſtry in the countenance of the 2 
— he particularly examined how thoſe people, ſent lately from 

blin, for want of employ, were diſpoſed of: He ſaw ſome at 
work, others ring work for the loom ; an univerſal ſatisfac- 
tion prevailed with thoſe, who, a few days before, were con- 
ſigned to dejection and miſery : he hoped that though he gave 
this reſolution his warm ſupport, he would not be charged with 
inconſiſtency, as no man had a greater regard for public economy 
than what he had; but encouragement ro your manufactures will 
be a great means of equalizing your revenue. He faid, he knew 
the petitioner himſelf 3 he knew him in Aſia and in Europe; and 
à man of greater worth did not exift : he hoped the committee 
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would not think that his private predilection ſhould influence his 


yoting on this occaſion. - 
Sir Henry Cavendiſb obſerved, that the witneſs had ſaid that 


Ye Captain Brooke had got 3ooo!. from the viceroy ; it was not 
nd WY right that government ſhould give money without conſent of par- 
of liament, and come now to parliament to — it. This is not 
the onl nt given in that manner, the king's letter having 
rd that ſen gan of i000. | 
ter Mr. Fefier ſaid, he knew the Right Hon. Baronet's ſkill in 
n ſhort hand, but that conſtruction was by no means warranted. 
e, In Lord Temple's adminiſtration a number of cotton manufac- 


turers were going to America; Captain Brooke was applied to; 
of he found out where theſe men were, brought them down to 
aid Proſperous, and Lord Temple gave him 1000/. which was ſuf- 
be WW ficient for the expences he had been at. Hevfaid, that if money 

granted by a Viceroy be well applied, the Viceroy gives it at 
nd his own riſque. | 

ing dir Henry Cavendiſh aſked what ſecurity could Captain Brooke 
1 of give, either for the money or keeping 2000 people employed for 

ten years ? 

by Mr. Fofter ſaid, a bill would be brought in for this buſineſs, and 
tle, care ſhould be taken for the ſecurity, and keeping the perſons em- 
oke ployed; and he aſſured the committee, that without proper ſe- 
pive curity no money ſhould be granted. 

e of The Prowveft ſaid, from the information he had, great exertions 
uch lad been uſed by Captain Brooke to make his manufacture a na- 
get tional object: As to the ſecurity that the Hon. Baronet ſpeaks of, 
nez- the Houſe of Commons is not competent to take ſecurity; but 
eſo - tbe bill may direct ſecurity to be given before one of the barons 

of the exchequer: He ſaid there were two circumſtances that 
own ſhould induce Vim to agree with this reſolution z and the one was, 
ke's Wi that in Lord Temple's time, Captain Brooke prevented the 
only Wl enugration of a number of manufacturers to a rival country; and 
ago, che other was, that he acceded to the humane purpoſes of go- 
and Wl Vernment, when our poor manufacturers were ſtarving in our 

o- Wl fireets, by engaging a great number of them at his own riſque.— 
Nom It was mentioned, that it was not right for a Viceroy to grant 
ne at be public money without the conſent of parliament, but a 
lac Viceroy, now dead, had got the thanks of parliament for grant- 
con- ing money for corn in times of great diſtreſs. 

Sir Fobn Blaquiere did not think the intended mode of raiſing 
money for Captain Brooke, was at all favourable to him; he 
could not get the bills payable in 10 years, diſcounted at leſs 

12 per cent. | 


— reſolution being put, the committee divided, when ere 
For agreeing to Mr. Foſter's reſolution, 59 : 
it, — — 4 
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Houſe reſumed—Mr. Burgh reported: Ordered, that the repo, 


be received to-morrow morning. 


% 


— — —— 


Fi DAX, November 28, 1783. 


The Houſe in a committee of trade, Sit Henry Cavendiſh in 
the chair. 

Examined Mr. Batty, a hat-maker, relative to the ſtate of tha 
trade in this kingdom, and the means to improve and extend 
the ſame. Houſe reſumed. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb reported to the Houſe, that the com- 
mittee of trade had made ſome progreſs, and aſked leave to fi 
again. Leave granted, 


Themas Burgh (of Athy,) Eſq; complained of the breach of 
privilege in the perſon of a friend of his (a member of that Houſe) 
who had been 'arreſted as he was mounting his horſe, by virtue 
of a writ iſſued out by a John Blacktin, an attorney, 

Ordered, that the ſaid John Blacktin do attend at the bar of 
this Houſe to-morrow. 


A bill for indemnifying certain —.— therein mentioned, who 
had adviſed the proclamation of the 1 3th of Auguſt, 1782, laying 
on an embargo on the exportation of corn, and the order of 
council thereupon, read the firſt time, ordered for a ſecond 
reading to-morrow. { 


Bill for the encouragement of the hemp and ſail-cloth manu- 


factory, read the firſt time, and ordered for a ſecond reading 
to-morrow. 


Bill for enabling James Singleton, Eſq; to diſpoſe of part of 
bis eſtate —R as ] ng! q po part 


Mr. Fefter reported from the committee of ways and means, 
the propoſed duty of one ſhilling per entry inwards, for the pur- 
ſe of conſtituting a fund for the payment of a debt contracted 
7 the truſtees of the royal exchange, and for the maintenance 
that edifice. 
He alſo 


reported from the committee appointed to take the 
tion of Robert Brooke into conſideration, their reſolution of 
ending him 25,000/. Both ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Fafler then preſented, purſuant to order, a bill for the ad- 
vancement of the trade between this kingdom and the United 
States of America. He obſerved, that this bill was limited in its 
operation, being only to remain in force for three months, as, 
by that time, ſome more permanent regulation than the pre- 
ſent bill, which was only a tranſcript of one paſſed in England, 


would 
bill er 
their c 
hall 

that 
lrelan 


DEB BAT NE B-- 221 


would take place, by a commercial treaty or ' otherwiſe, This 
bill enacts, that veſſels from America may be admitted to make 
their declarations or invoices in any port in Ireland, though they 
ſhall not produce an American cocket or clearance; as alſo, 
that American veſſels may bring cargoes of their produce into 
Ireland, any law to the contrary notwithſtanding. a 


Mr. Huſſey reported from the ſelect committee for the trial of 
the Baltinglaſs election, ; 

« That Warden Flood, 'Eſq; and the Hon. John Stratford, 
are duly returned to reprefent the borongh of Baltinglaſs.“ 

The Hon. Jabu Stratford ſaid, that he was returned member 
for the county of Wicklow, and alſo for the borough of Baltin- 
glaſs; he would make his election for the county of Wicklow, 


Right Hon. the Speater ordered, that a new. writ be iſſued 
for the borough of Baltinglaſs. 


Mr. O' Hara.—There were lately granted 12, ooo men for the 
peace eſtabliſhment of Ireland, but if there can be any reduc- 
tion made in the expence of that eſtabliſhment, it would be 
highly improper to decline doing it. The ſituation of this 
kingdom is not as it has been; formerly Great Britain protected 
lreland from different motives thin what the does at preſent. 
England conſidered Ireland as her property, as her farm, and 
our countrymen as flaves of a plantation; but we are now to be 
protected from different motives, a ſudden change has taken place 
in this kingdom. During the laſt ſeflion this nation obtained all 
ſhe could defire, and much more than we could have expected; 
we have acquired new trade and new conſequence. We ſeem to 
be an iſland riſen from the ſea; the doors of our priſon are open 
to us, and our better angel points to ſcenes of wealth. He wiſhed 
that a ſtrong connection ſhould ſubſiſt between the two coun- 
tries, and that we ſhould remove every cauſe of ſuſpicion ; he 
was on that ground in favour of the peace eſtabliſhment ; but in 
his opinion many articles of expence might be diminiſhed. He 
therefore moved, ** That a committee be appointed. to take into 
conſideration ** the military eſtabliſhment of this kingdom, and 
to report to the Houſe what retrenchments may be made 
therein,” ed WE, 

Mr. Maſen moved the following amendment, that, may 
with propriety be made therein,” | 

Mr. Secretary Pelham ſeconded the motion. . | 

Mr. Maſon moved an amendment After the word“ made, or 
ought to be made with propriety;” which amendment was 
agreed to. "SLAG 5 

Mr. Pelham ſaid, there were now more men in the regiments 


by ten men per company, than there were laſt peace eitabliſh- 
ment. 
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Sir Heney Cawendi/b.—l do not riſe to oppoſe the motion, but 
without any pretenſions to propheſying, 1 can fee that the 
chairman of that committee will report that no reduction at all 
can be made of the military eftabliſhment, and I think it would 
be hetter for the firſt mover to point out the particulars of the 
reduction. | 

Mr. O'Hara ſaid, the enquiry would go to the whole, and 
the particular parts would de pointed out of courſe, and he 
could not ſee any reaſon why the Hon. Baronet ſhould be prophetic 
as to this report. 

Sir Edzward Newenham ſaid, this motion comes in a very queſ- 
tionable ſhape : it originates with a member who voted for an 
augmentation of the army, and it is ſeconded by the Viceroy"; 
Secretary, and ſupported by a commiſſioner of the revenue; 
I like it not—it may be fo ſhifted as to injure this kingdom, and 
cannot eaſe the eſtabliſhment ; the report of ſuch a committee 
(compoſed of miniſterial advocates) cannot prove of national 
advantage; I ſhall give it a negative. 8 
The queſtion was put carried without a diviſion, 


ä 
— — * , 
- 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1783. 


On a complaint being made, it was ordered that John M'Evoy, 
an officer of mace, do attend at the bar of the Houſe on Monday 
next. | | 


An engrofied bill from the Lords was received. 


5 45 Moore, of the battle-axe-guards, was ſworn, and 
took his ſeat. * | 


Read, far the firſt time, the bill for facilitating the trade with 

Mr. O'Hara moved, that the order for appointing a committee 
to take into conſideration what reduction may be made with pro- 
priety, in the military eſtabliſhment, be diſcharged, —Diſcharged 
accordingly. : 

He then moved, that a committee be appointed to take into 
conſideration the military eſtabliſhment, and report what reduc- 
tion may be made therein. | 

Mr. Flzzd was of opinion, that a committee would by no 
means anſwer the purpoſes of the Honourable Member: He did 


not entertain a doubt of the purity of his intentions, but a com- 
mittee was a round-about way. He was for fome ſimple and 
adequate manner of reform. A diſcontinuation of the augmen- 


tation of the army would be the great means of retrenchment. 


| 
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ſhilſt you maintain 15,000 men, as your peace eftabliſhment, 
ou will never reſtore the finances of this beggared country. 
e have ſeen and heard of nothing but expence. In the admi- 
niſtretion of the Duke of Portland, it was — to make 
put a new employment a Solicitor General to the Queen. 
For theſe 10, 12, or 15 years paſt, we have been wantonly en- 
realing the public expence. I would recommend it to the 
Hon, Member, before — embarks (for when he eſtabliſhes his 
ommittee, the very men who come into that committee, may 
ote him out of the chair) to propoſe the buſineſs early and 
atheface of the country; and I with he would bring on ſome 
neciic propoſitions, which would prove who were the real 
nends of ceconomy, and thoſe who were only the profeſſors 
f it. 
Mr. O'Hara declared, he thought that information on that 
ead could be beſt had through the medium of a committee. He 
jad examined the public accounts, and found that the military 
xpences in one — had conſiderably exceeded the expences 
harged in another ſeſſion. He aſſured the Hon. Member that 
t was not an imaginary but a real remedy that he looked for, and 
ven from flight enquiries he learned, that ſome reduction of 
zpence may be made. It had been ſaid, that above one hundred 
houtand a year might be ſaved by a reduction of the army: 
rom the beſt information he was able to procure, the expence 
[3000 men amounted to 52,000/. a year: The Hon. Gentle- 
tan has expreſſed a wiſh, that 1 would make ſome ſpecific pro- 
tion, but not having ſufficient knowledge what to ground ſuch 
ropoſition on, I am not competent to do ſo: that knowledge 
jay be acquired, when we go into the committee. 
Mr. Yekverton, ( Attorney General) Much has been ſaid by the 
igt Honourable Gentleman of extravagance, and the changes 
ve been rung upon the ſchemes of appointing an Attorney and 
volicitor General to the Queen; but the noble duke never did 
cede to that propoſal, and even if it had been carried into ef- 
* it would not have been an article of expence to the nation; 
toſe officers were not to have had ſalaries, and conſequently 
e Honourable Gentleman has no right to call it by the name 
extravagance. The pe. of extravagance on account of the 
ovincial regiments is equally unfounded; and the inſinuation, 
a part of the money granted for the 20,000 ſeamen had been 
plied to their uſe, is untrue, When that infinuation was firſt 
de, I did believe it a miſtake; and in examining the 
the committee of accounts, I am warranted to declare that 
u one; but it may be ſaid that the provincial regiments were 
men- Neceſſar)— I deny that they were unneceſſary, for when they 
ment. Nee raiſed, there were not ſoldiers in the kingdom to do the 
ie holiday duty, much leſs to defend it from an enemy; and 
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as theſe regiments were raiſed from the neceſſity of the times 
ſo were they aiſo eſtabliſhed with an ceconomy ſuitable to th 
times, and to the circumſtances of the nation, for their office 
had neither rank or half pay. Had regiments been raiſed in the 
regular and ordinary manner, your eſtabliſhment would at thi 
hour be burthened with the half pay of their officers; therefor 
1 hope we have done with thoſe groundleſs complaints, and thy 
we ſhall never more hear theſe charges of extravagance and 
profuſion repeated. | , 

Mr. £/z24.—1 ſhould be extremely ſorry that all the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman's hopes ſhould prove as fallacious as the lat, 
tor I afſure him that he will again hear thoſe charges of profu- 
ſion and extravagance repeated : The expence of eſtabliſhing tle 
two officers that have been mentioned, was not perhaps the work 
conſequence the worſt conſequence was the improper influence 
that would thereby be added to the crown ; but I did not (iy 
that the project originated with the noble duke himſelf, though [ 
can ſee very, little difference between a declaration made by a 
viceroy.and his attorney general. Will the Right Honourable 
Gentleman pretend to ſay, while he and his friends are cran- 
ming. down. offices and employments, that it can be done with- 
out the conſent of the Lord Lieutenant? he muſt give us more 
credulity than falls to the ſhare of mankind, before we du 
believe ſuch aſſertions. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman ſays, the fencible regiment 
were a good meaſure, becauſe worſe might be deviſed 3 on thi 
ground he may defend any meaſure, provided he can find out i 
worſe z but if troops were neceſſary, why were they taken away! 
it was the duty of government to reſtrain the ardour of the peo- 
ple Tis inſinuated that I ſaid ſome of the money voted fir 
railing ſeamen, had been applied to the raiſing of fencible reg- 
ments did not fay ſo, I know it could not have been ſo ap- 
plied wichout the knowledge of the noble duke, but I have goo 
reaſon to believe that men were enliſted for the navy, and wer: 
afterwards turned over to fencible regiments, and that they were 
ſuffered to retain their bounty money, which comes juſt to the 
ſame thing as if the money had been given to the fenciblc 
men in the firſt inſtance, 1 

The report of the committee of accounts, in my opinion, 
does not clear up this matter; but it is the old practice, where 
a queſtion cannot be met with argument, it is endeayoured to be 
rendered as inacceſſible as poſſible, by guarding it with difficul- 
ties, and inveloping it in a cloud, But I bring before you the 
report of 1768, a report that will not be tranſcended by any thing 
that you will now produce; it had the aid of all the ancient 
officers of the crown, and of all the able men of that day; 
is impoſſible to expect any thing more full or fatisfaory vp 
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the ſubject. Let it not therefore be ſuppoſed, that I avoid a 


committee, when I point out through the report of a committee 
a ſaving of 150, oool. on 12,000 men, and could make a much 
greater ſaving on the reduction that might be made on 15,000 
men. This faving I point out on the eſtimates made by mi- 
niſters, and does any man think miniſters ſuch idiots as to eſti- 
mate the higheſt? No, they eſtimate every thing upon the ſmalleſt 
ſcale, and then apply to parliament for the deficiency. If then 
upon their ſcale ſo great a ſaving might be made, what might 
be made in reality? | 

Mr. O*Hara's motion for diſcharging the order for a com- 
mittee was agreed to; and as he did not make any other motion 
on the ſubject, that buſineſs fell to the ground. 


Sir Edward Newenham acquainted the Houſe, that purſuant to 
a notice he had given ſome time fince, he would have brought 
on the buſineſs of a parliamentary reform, but that an Honoura» 
ble Friend of his, who had promiſed his aſſiſtance, would now 
bring it forward inſtead of him, in whoſe able hands he had 
put 1t, , j 

Mr. Flzzd—Sir, though the ſubject upon which I propoſe trou- 
bling the Houſe is of the firſt importance, yet I ſhall not anti- 
cipate the future diſcuſſion of it. An Honourable Gentleman, 
(vir Edward Newenham) who ſome days fince gave notice of 
dis intention to move for a bill for the more 9414 AG. non rn 
of the people in parliament, now wiſhes co leave that buſineſs 
in other hands; if he will do me the honour to abet the un- 
dertaking, and form one of the committee for preparing the bill, 
| will make that motion, not entering into the neceſſity or me- 
tits of it till it comes under diſcuſſion, but merely making the 
motion of courſe, and reſerving my right to ſpeak upon it if a 
debate ſhould ariſe, 

| therefore, Sir, moſt humbly move you for leave to bring in 
. bill for the more equal repreſentation of the people in par- 
lament, 

Attorney General I do not riſe, any more than the Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, to diſcuſs the merits. of his bill, at leaſt, till 
the ground on which it is taken up ſhall be pores though 
on the face of it it imports a very great innovation of the con- 
litutionz and if I have any judgment, it appears to proceed 
rom a radical miſtake, I have always been of opinion, that 
according to the original frame of our conſtitution, the people 
in virtue of their perſons never were repreſented; and was I 
now allowed to go into that queſtion, I think I could prove it 
to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe ; but the motion is a ſurpriſe 
upon the Houſe : The Honourable Member ſaid he would not 
move it for ten days, and now he transfers it to another Honou- 


= . 


e Member, in order to take us unprepared. 
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Sir Edward Newenbrm—I ſaid I would not propoſe to enter 
into a committee on the bill for eight or ten days. 
Attorney General—] underſtood that we were to have ten days 
previous notice before this bill was brought forward, but it is not 
worth enquiring into. I do not mean to go into the diſcuſſion of 
the bill, but I would with the Honourable Member would now 
ſtate the neceſſity there is for bringing it in at all, and alſo who 
thoſe perſons are who are diſcontented with the preſent conſti- 
tution, and with whom it originates, for I will ſay if it originates 
with an armed body, *tis inconſiſtent with the freedom of de- 
bate for this Houſe to receive it. We fit not here to regiſter the 
ediQs of another afſembly, or to receive propoſitions at the point 
of the bayonet : 1 admire the volunteers, fo long as they con- 
fine themſelves to their firſt line of conduct ; it was their glory 
to preſerve the domeſtic peace of their country, and to render it 
formidable to foreign enemies—it was their glory to aid the civil 
magiſtrate, and to ſupport their partiament ; but when they turn 
aſide from this honourable conduct, when they form themſelves 
into a debating ſociety, and with that rude inſtrument the bayo- 
net, probe and explore a conſtitution which requires the niceſt 
hand to touch, I own my reſpect and veneration for them is de- 
ftroyed—If it be avowed that this bill originated with chem I will 
reject it at once, becauſe I conſider that ic decides the queſtion, 
whether this Houſe or the convention are the repreſentatives of 
the people, and whether parliament or the votunteers are to be 
obeyed—I conſider it as a queſtion involving the exiſtence of the 
conſtitution; and it is in vain, whatever may be avowed or 
pretended, to ſhut our ears and eyes to what every one has heard 
and ſeen—armed men walking bareheaded through the ſtreets 
under a military eſcort, courting the ſmiles and applauſes of the 
multitude, and meeting in the Pantheon of divinities, the Ro- 
tunda——for we are told *tis blaſphemy to utter a word againſt 
them forming committees and ſub-committees, receiving te- 
ports and petitions, and going through all the mockery of Parlia- 
ment—'tis in vain then to pretend that this bill is not their man- 
date ; and can any man who has the leaſt regard for that conſti- 
tution which our anceſtors purchaſed with their blood, bear to 
ſee government forced from its centre by thefe reformers ? I think 
the time 13 now arrived, things are come to ſuch a criſis, that 
even our ſelf-preſervation, as a parliament, depends on the vote 
we ſhall now give—this is the | wo to make our ſtand, here we 
muſt draw our line—for we have retired ſtep by ſtep as they 
have advanced, we are now on a precipice, and to recede one 
more, plunges us into inevitable ruin. 
ir, 1 lament, for the honour of my countrymen, that they 
ſhould have chofen this period for introducing innovation or ex” 
citing diſeontent What is the occaſion that calls forth their dif 
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pleaſure againſt the conſlitution, and what is our preſent ſitua- 
tion? Bleſſed with a free trade and a free conſtitution, our peers 
reſtored to their rights and to their lawful authority, our judges 
tendered independent, the manacles fallen frcm our commons, 
all foreign controul aboliſhed, we take our rank among the 
nations as a free ſtatez and is this a time to alter that conſtitu- 
tion which has endured ſo many ſtorms, and riſen ſuperior to 
all oppreſſions? Will the armed aſſociations, wiſe as they ma 
be, be able to form a better, though they rejeQ this? Before 
they have for a ſingle ſeſſion entered into the enjoyment of it, 
like children, they throw away the bauble, for which, with all 
the eagerneſs of an infantine caprice, they have ſtruggled; or 
like ſpendthrifts, they would make away with their inheritance 
before they enter into poſſeſſion of it. But I will fay to the 
volunteers, you ſhall not throw from you the bleſſings you m 


a 

poſſeſs under your happy conſtitution, cultivate your own oP 
* perity and enjoy the fruits of your virtue, beat your ſwords in- 
A to * return to your different occupations, leave the 
8 buſineſs of legiſlation in thoſe hands where the laws have placed 
N it, and where you have had ample proof it will be uſed for the 
ju gdvantage of your country. But, Sir, it is in vain, on the part 
n of the convention, to diſclaim their intent of overawing the 
9 parliament; nay I am told their ſeſſion is not yet prorogued, 
* and perhaps they may meet on Monday to reverſe the opinion 


which this Houſe may give this night. 


dir, I call upon the Houſe to exert their ſpirit, and vindicate 
their rights; | ſhall call upon them in the words of a great 
man—**Expergiſcemini aliquando, et capeſſite Rem.” 

I appeal to the candour of gentlemen, are they ſure they come 
into parliament to deliver their ſentiments as freely as the 
would do if they were not members of the convention? or wi 
gentlemen who are not vote as free? Is it decent while the 
convention are watching to controul our adions, to enter into 
any ſubject that they can propoſe ? I have the higheſt reſpe& 
for the volunteers as men, and for their former actions; but 
if the queſtion appears to the Houſe as it does to me, the reſult 
of any refolution formed at that meeting, it is our duty to reject 
it with indignation. 

vir Themas Ofberne—To me it appears that theſe reformers 
have acted with much precipitancy and little judgment; they 
ſhould have conſidered that the reformation even of an individual 
requires time, and not run ſo haſtily into a buſineſs of this im- 
portance, and which does not belong to them; it ought to be i 
FA taken up by the counties and by the cities, they are ſufficiently 

7 numerous to overawe the boroughs, and conſidering the differ- 
4 ence of weight, no miniſter would be mad enough to depend on 
the boroughs alone; if he ſhould lead his troops into that fitua« 
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tion, he would find them like Falſtaff's, well peppered. I am 
not one of thoſe who profeſs myſelf contented with the lazy reaſon, 
that there is no neceſſity for a reform, becauſe things go on well 
enough as they are, and this at the end of a war, originating in 
corruption, but | think reformation ought to originate where [ 
have ſaid, and it ought to be a ſimple propofition, ſtanding on its 
own bottom; the ear of the public is ever deaf to complicated 
matter z had this reformation been confined to ſhortening the du- 
ration of parliament, it would have been underſtood by thouſands 
that are bewildered in its perplexities ; and I own that if that part 
of the reformation had been propoſed, it ſhould have had my 


ſapport. 

r. Flaad— Sit, I have not mentioned the bill as being the bill 
of any ſet of men, or body of men whatſoever. I am as free to 
enter into the diſcuſſion of this bill as any gentleman in this 
Houſe, and with as little prepoſſeſſion in favour of what I ſhall 

topoſe. I prefer it to the Houſe as the bill of my Right Hon. 

riend, who ſeconds me. Will you receive it from us? 

ng. Mr. Flood fat down ; — after a ſhort pauſe he aroſe 

n. | 
ae Flos In the laft parliament it was ordered, that leave be 
given to bring in a bill for the more _ repreſentation of the 
people in parliament ; this was in the Duke of Portland's admi- 

niſtration; an adminiſtration which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
profeſſes to admire z and which he will not ſuſpect of overturning 
the conſtitution. I own from the turn which has been given to 
the queſtion, I enter on it with the deepeſt anxiety ; armed with 
the authority of this precedent, I did not think any one would 
be ſo deſperate as to give ſuch a violent oppoſition to the ſimple 
introduction of a bill. I now riſe, Sir, for the firſt time to ſpeak 
upon the ſubject, and I call upon every man, auditor or ſpecta- 
tor, in the houſe or in the galleries, to remembes this truth—that 
if the volunteers are introduced into this debate, it is not I who 
have done it. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman ſays, if the volunteers have 
approved it, he will oppoſe it—bur, Pay. I bring it in as 3 
member of this Houfe ; ſupported with the powerful aid of the 
Right Hon, Gentleman who fits behind me, (Mr. Brownlow) we 
bring it in as members of parliament, never mentioning the vo- 
lunteers. I aſk you, will you receive it from us, from us your 
members, neither intending by any thing within doors, or with- 
out, to intimidate or overawe you? 1 atk, will you receive it a 
out bill, or will you conjure up a military phantom of interpoſi- 
tion to affright yourſelves ? I have not introduced the volun- 
teers, but if the volunteers are aſperſed, I will defend their con- 


duct againſt all the world. By whom were the commerce and 
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the conſtitution of this country recovered? By the volunteers. 
Why did not the Right Honourable Gentleman make a decla- 
mation againſt them when they lined our ſtreets, when parliament 
paſſed through ranks of thoſe virtuous armed citizens, to demand 
the rights of an inſulted nation ? Are they different men at this 
day, or is the Right Honourable Gentleman dificrent ? He was 
then one of their body—he is now their accuſer? He who faw 
the ſtreets lined, who rejoiced, who partook in their glary, is now 
their accuſer. What has changed them fince that time? Are 
they leſs wiſe, leſs brave, leſs ardent in their country's cauſe 
or has their admirable conduct made him their enemy? May they 
not ſay, we have not changed, but you have changed? He 
cannot now bear to hear of volunteers—but I will aſk him, and 
I will have a /lerling taught to hellem it in bis ear, who got you 
the free trade? Who got you the free conſtitution? Who made 
you a nation? The volunteers. If they were the men you. now 
deſcribe them, why did you accept of their ſervice ? Why did 
you 'not then accuſe them? If they were ſo dangerous, why did 
you paſs _— their ranks, with your Speaker at your head, to 
demand a conſtitution? Why did you not then fear the ills you 
now apprehend ? Have your 1 Lieutenants refuſed the ſervice 
of thoſe men? Look back to their offers in Lord Carliſle's ad- 
miniſtration, Have not ſuch of them, as could obtain that 
honour, been proud to be efcorted by them to the ſea? And 
have not parliament returned repeated thanks to this body of men, 
who are now ſo degenerated, that rectitude becomes depravity in 
them? Were not reſolutions ſought from them to give a ſanc- 
tion to the inadequate ſecurity of ſimple repeal ? When betray- 
ed — wrong, they were cheriſned - but now when right, op- 


What do ſome of the greateſt men in England ſay, ſpeaking of 
the volunteets, That the hiſtory of mankind, the annals of the 
world do not furniſh ſuch another glorious example of patriotiſm 
and moderation 3% and now will any man condemn them, if the 
wiſh to crown themſelves with never-fading glory, and fnith 
their labouts by rendering perfect the conſtitution that their virtues 
have acquired ? Should you comply, it would for ever render un- 
neceſſary the interference of ſuch bodies of men as they are. I 
am conſcious that I have not done juſtice to that much honoured, 
and much injured body of men; but be it remembered, that it 
was not I who introduced their name: it was not I who wiſhed 
to inflame your paſſions when I had not argument to ſupport me : 
it was not I who wiſhed to debauch them to the fide of tear—ſuch 
a proceeding ſhews the rottenneſs of the cauſe. If the volunteers 
and parliament ſhall ever be committed, which God almighty 
forbid, no great thanks will be due to thoſe men who repreſent 
the volunteers as endeavouring to dragoon parliament—men who 
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endeavour to exaſperate them, and if their moderation was not 
greater than the wiſdom of their accuſers, great and miſerable 
would be the confuſion indeed; but they have too much wiſdom 


not to deſpiſe their accuſers, though 1 will tell the man who 


accuſes them, that there was a time when he was proud to join 
in their ranks, and ſhare the glory of their conduct. 

I am called on for an explanation of my plan of reform, in order 
that exceptions may be taken to it z but Lam ready to explain it, 
and to refute all exceptions on the ground of reaſon and argu- 

ment.— As in this houſe votes go by tale, and not by weight, 
and as the vote of the meaneſt wretch that'ever diſgraced the walls 


of parliament, though repreſenting the moſt venal borough, 


tells for as much as the moſt iluſtrious character, repreſenting the 
firſt county in the kingdom, the people wiſh to correct the ill 
effe ds of this by opening the boroughs, and giving them an op- 

rtunity of being virtuous. This is the voice of the people, 
and it is oppoſed becauſe it is ſaid to be the demand of the volun- 
teets ; but the volunteers and the people are the ſame; they have 
been made conſtitutional by every act, but that of being placed 
on your eftabliſhmenrt, which they deſpiſe. Does any man ſay, 
that there is not a poſitive act of parliament, dire&ing every pro- 


teſtant to bear arms? And will you ſay, that becauſe one man 


fulfils more of his duty, as a citizen, than another, that he ſhould 
leſs enjoy a citizen's privilege? Or will any man ſay, that be- 
cauſe the volunteers, in obedience to the laws, bear arms, that 
that abedience ſhould ſtrip them of their franchile ? 

- But who will deny that the repreſentation of cities and bo- 
roughs demands reform? And are plans of reform to be rejected, 
becauſe agreeable to the volunteers? If fo, how came the Duke 
of Portland to ſend volunteer delegates to the throne with' letters 
to deliver into the ſacred hand of Majeſty ? And if the Duke of 
Portland acted thus, will any man ſay, that the volunteers have 
fince done any thing to transform them into the gorgons and hydras 
they have been repreſented? No, they are not changed, they are 
ſeen through the medium of borough intereſt ; it is this that has 
given them this terrible aſpect, it is the ſordid intereſt of a proſl- 
tuted 7 to ſay they have ſtrength, though it be the 
ſtrength of borough-mongers z but it is the ſtrength of a virtuous 
government to be ſuppotted by the public good opinion; and it 
is no credit to any government to depend rather on a venal parlia- 
ment, than on the honeſt voice of an ingenuous nation. The 
* bill ſets at defiance all objection; for is there a man who will fa, 
However political declamation may attempt to miſlead, that the 
conſtitution wants no reform? Will any man ſay, that that con- 
ſlitution is perfect, when he knows that the honour of the peer- 
be * be obtained by any ruffian who poſſeſſes borough inte. 
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Mr. Flzz/ then proceeded to trace the general outline of the 
plan of reform agreed to at the Convention, and concluded with 
{aying—I ſhall neither endeavour to intimidate nor overawe the 
Houſe, but on the contrary I ſhall moſt humbly hope, that in the 
infaacy of your liberty, and becauſe it is no argument to tell you, 
that a body of men who are determined to treat with reſpe& that 
conſtitution which they have recovered by fortitude, bear arms 
for their country's ſervice: I hope, | ſay, you will not go to 
fiſh for objections until theſe people ſhall do ſomething derogatory 
of that authority which they have eſtabliſhed—no body of men 
can make me affirm to be right what I know to be wrong—nei- 
ther will I be fo abſurd as to deny that which I know to be right, 
becauſe other men think ſo too. 

Mr. Molyneux This is one of the moſt important queſtions 
ever agitated in this Houſe, and I lament the ill treatment the 
motion has received from the other ſide, in the courſe of which 
ſuch illiberal reflections have been thrown on the ſaviours of their 
country, for their interference to reform a vicious repreſentation 
of the people. The queſtion is, Whether Ireland is truly repre- 
ſented or not? The ſentiments of all are that we are not truly 
repreſented, and this opinion has coincided with the volunteer 
army, who have proved themſelves the ſaviours of their country. 
We have been told that no reform is neceſſary z but I - it : 
Reform is neceſſary, 1 am an inſtance of that neceſlity of reform. 
Are not boroughs ſold at market like an aſs or an ox? Who are 
they that propoſe it ? Some of the moſt reſpeQable perſons in 
this kingdom, with one of the greateſt charaQters in this, or per- 
haps in any other kingdom, at their head; it is the voice of the 
people; it ſhould not be lighted ; I therefore give my hearty, 
concurrence to the motion. 

Sir Hercules Langriſbe ſaid, that it would be paying a great 
compliment to the requiſition of the Honourable Member, not- 
withſtanding any partiality he might entertain towards him, if he 
were to ſurrender every faculty of his underſtanding—to ſhut his 


eyes at what every man ſees—to ſhut his ears againſt what ever 


man hears—and this he muſt do, if he were perſuaded to treat this 
a3 a fimple propoſition for leave to bring a bill into parliament. 
The Hon. Member has ſtated his plan, and it is unneceſſary 
to tell you it is literally the plan, ſhaped and faſhioned in another 
aſſembly, and ſent here through the means of two reſpectable 
members juſt to receive the form of law. Can any man, without 
making a ſurrendeer as far as in him lies, of the rights and exiſt- 
ence of parliament, conſent to the reception of it under thoſe 
circumſtances ? We all know whence it cometh, and whither it 
gocth—we have read it in every newſpaper, paragraph by para- 
graph, as it came out printed by authority ; and we are now cal- 
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led upon to give up ourſelves, and take it as the plan and pro- 
poſition of two honourable members. I will never thus impoſe 
upon myſelf, I will never agree to the propoſition, becaule ] 
know where it originates. I will never agree to the plan, be- 

cauſe I know, and think it would be ſubverſive of the conſtitu. 
tion. I have a great reſpeQ for the authority of the honoutable 
member who made the motion; but where is the authority that 
'could juſtify a member of parliament in an attempt to demoliſh 
antient charters that have taken root in the conſtitution, and are the 

owth of ſo many centuries ? Where is the authority that could 
Juſtify us in extinguiſhing or transferring to others the rights and 
franchiſes of thoſe who ſent us here? Where is the authority that 
could juſtify an attempt to alter the eſſential principles of a con- 
ſtitution, which has been the adnutation and the envy of all na. 
tions and all ages, and which perhaps is the only one in the world 
that has preſerved political liberty to this day? And is there com- 
mon ſenſe in your attempts to alter it the very moment you have 
acquired it? To reject it, before you have tried it? I have con- 
ſidered this ſubje& with all its conſequences. I have ſtudied the 
deliberations of ſocieties in your own country. I have travelled 
over every page that has been written and tranſmitted to you from 
another country, by perſonages who were appointed arbiters of 
the conſtitutional deſtiny of Ireland; and I conclude in the word: 
of one of them, I mean a noble duke of great abilities, of great 
extent of Gang, and great learning, on this ſubject, conſidering 
thoſe plans of partial reform, (and one would think the preſent 
plan was particularly in his thought) who ſays, It proceeds on 


tze ſame principle as the abuſe it pretends to reQify—it is (ill 


partial and-unequal—there is no leading principle—all is at ſea, 
without any compatls to diſtinguiſh the (fe from the dangerous 
courſe.” (He recited the various plans and inconſiſtencies pro- 

ſed by different perſons, and ſaid)— On what a precipice you 
Rand; How the gene of the mind are loſt in apprehenſion, 
when you look down from the eminence of your venerable con- 
ſtitution, on the perplexities, the difficulties, the dangers, that 
are preſented to you by thoſe ſages of reform. When you ſee 
each caſuiſt differing from his brother, and almoſt every one dif- 
fering from himſelf, if the ſubject were not too ſerious, it would 
be laughable enough to ſee how thoſe doctors differ; they differ, 
© becauſe they do not know the diſeaſe—there js no diſeaſe—the 
conſtitution is reſtored, I muſt do them the juſtice to ſay, they 
differ from the generality of advertiſing doctors in this, they do 
not declare their medicines equally — ſor all conſtitutions, ſot 
ſcarcely one recommends them as ſuited to Ireland. It was lately 
your ambition to contend for, it is now your glory to have ac- 
quired, the Britiſh conſtitution. Now you have obtained it, con- 
ſer it well before you change it. There are ſome things too 


DD, Þ Af EB :& : 233 


important for experiment, too ſacred for change; and if there 
be one thing more ſacred, more inimitable than all others, it 
is your form of government. If the people of this coun- 
try would enjoy contentment, when they have ſo much call 
for it—if they would accept the felicity that is before them— 
ifthey would repote under the conſtitution they bave acquired, 
and caltivate the country they have defended by their arms, we 
hould be the happieſt people on the earth; or if they would con- 
deſcend to reſt on their arms, and take a review, with their 
own eyes, of the magniticent objects that employ their tepreſen- 
tatives, they would behold them with admiration ; they would 
not interrupt their great deliberations ; they would depart not 
only in peace, but in pride. They would fee them arranging ſup- 
lies, fo as to inſure annual meetings of your parliament ;—fram- 
ing a mutiny bill, to aſſert your conſtitution and govern the army: 
—forming an Iriſh poſt-ofice, alike favourable to revenue and li- 
betty z—eſtabliſting an Iriſh admiraley-court, with final appeal, 
the laſt pledge of external legiſlation :—giving new authority to 
the laws, and new reſtrictions to prerogative, by an act of indem- 
nity for a late embargo :—deliberating on à wide ſyſtem of com- 
merce between this country and America, with the great concep- 
tion of making, if poſſible, Ireland the mart of communication 
between the old world and the new ;—they would fee them anxi- 
ouſly and honeſtly conſidering how beſt to relieve the diſtreſſes, 
and promote the manufactures of this country. I will now tell 
you what they would not ſee them employed about. They are 
not aſſerting the ſupreme and excluſive. authority of your patlia- 
ment :—they are not reſtoring to your lords their judicature, or 
to your nation its commerce: they are not reſcuing your parlia- 
ment from the bondage of Sit Edward Poynings, or framing an 
Habeas Corpus Act, or a bill to make the judges independent :— 
they are not overturning religious prejudices by acts of toleration, 
or 1nviting the wealth of talents and the world by a naturalization 
act. No, theſe are done already theſe are the immortal trophies 
of the laſt parliament. Good God ! is the mind ol man 
never to be ſatisfied? If a recollection of what you have acquir- 
ed—if a contemplation of what we enjoy—if the proſpect ot na- 
tional improvement which lies before you—if theſe will not fatisfy 
you, I can only ſay—Happineſs ie not the lot of man !—One 
conſolation however he may inſure to himſelf in every public 
or private calamity, that is the reflection that he had no ſhare in 
producing it. | TH 

Mr. Gardiner ſhall offer a very few words, being at preſent 
very little able to ſpeak upon any ſubject. I ſhall not enter into 


the merits of the bill itſelf, but confine the little I (hall ſay to 


the general principles of reformation. I will not ſay that no poſ- 
ible plan of reform could be uſeful, but I ſay, that circum» 
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ſtanced as we are, at preſent, it would not be politic to give 
leave to bring in this bill, which, propoſes, in a very eſſertial 
int, to change your conſtitution. In England, a bill of re. 
orm was — forward by a man, who for his age, poſſeſſe: 
the greateſt abilities that perhaps ever fell to the ſhare of any hu. 
man being, yet when it was fairly diſcuſſed, it appeared not to 
be a popular meaſure at all, though the circumſtances of Gres 


Britain render a n reform a thing there infinitely more 
practicable chan here. 


If chen in Great Britain this was deemed a A and un- 
66.990 meaſure, how cautious ſhould we be of adopting it— 
C 


who will fay that it does not come before us in a very im- 
propet᷑ manner? Who will ſay that it does not originate with 
the volunteers No man has more eſteem, even veneration, for x 

part of that body, ſo long as they ſhall perſevere in their 
conduct, but when they over- ſtep the modeſty of their tua. 
tion, when they aſſume a * authority, I own my eſteem 
and my reſpect for them tublides—1 never will fit here to be dic- 
tated to by any man or body of men—1 ſhould think myſelf info 
doing guilty of the baſeſt treachery to the conſtitution. It iz 
faid the volunteers alone produced the great meaſures at which 
all-rejoice ; but I will not give them the ſole merit. Parliament 
coincided with the firft propoſition of the volunteers for the be- 
.nefit of this country, the others followed almoſt of courſe : And 
now I hope parliament will be unanimous in repelling this fr 
fition to ſubvert the conſtitution. 
5 Mr. 3 would wo been at a great lok 
t arguments to oppoſe this motion, if they had not conjured 
up aerial phantoms of armed men preſenting it on the — of 
the bayonet, yet what is ſo very alarming here, has been 
practiſed in Great Britain, under the auſpices of the preſent ad- 
miniſtration. ''The borough of Shoreham has been thrown open; 
but are gentlemen afraid of reQifying errors? This is a meaſure 
called for with the voice, of moderation, there is no ſuch mad 
idea, as that of intimidating parliament, but the voice of the peo- 
ple ſooner or later will be heard ; we have done our duty in 
this bill, we offer it to you as our own act, not as the a0 of 
other men—We hope gentlemen will not reje& it in the firſt in- 
ſtance, but give it a fair hearing; but if it muſt be put to a queſ- 
tion, we. truſt there is in this Houſe a majority to ſupport the 
wiſhes-of the people. 827 
The Hon. Weſley Vele—It is moſt certain that there are but 


few precedents of the Houſe refuſing leave to bring in a bill; 


but the unprecedented ſtate of the kingdom calls for unprecedented 
- meaſures ; every man knows that he bill originated with the 


volunteers; and are the volunteers the whole of the people d 


o 
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ire Ireland? I live in a country where perhaps there are five hundred 
al volunteers; there was a meeting for an addreſs on this buſineſs, 
re- eleven people met, and ten of them named me as their delega e; 
Tey | refuſed to undertake the commiſſion, becauſe I did not admit 
au- the neceſſity of any alteration. For my part, I venerate the 
to ccoͤnſtitution which is now attempted to be ſubverted z and no 
ext man, how great ſoever his force or eloquence, can influence me 
ore to deſert it; yet if this Houſe ſhould be fo puſillanimous as to 
receive the bill, and for ever deſtroy the rights of parliament, I 
un- thank heaven I can go to a country where I can enjoy thoſe 
t— rizhts 3 but firſt L will attempt to ſupport them here, nor ſhall 
im- they be overturned by any body of men, while 1 have life or 
vith {rtune to defend them. ; 
Ir 2 Mr. George Ponſonby—lt is fo extremely natural to think fa- 
heir rourably of this conſtitution under which we enjoy, in ſecurity, 
tu2- cur lives, our liberties, our fortunes, and the honour of fitting in 


eem tiis Houſe, that the Hon. Member need not be furprized at find- 
dic- ing his innovations ſo generally _—_ A gentleman indeed 
in ſo pretends that we ſhould receive this motion as originating in the 
It is Houſe; I own it is made by a Member of the Houſe, becauſe 
hich no body elſe could make itz but does not every one know that 
ment the Hon. Gentleman is the mouth-piece of the convention, and 
e be- WW that this is their voice? Every one knows what has been doing 
And at the Rotunda theſe three weeks; if there was no intention to 
fut Bi overawe us, why was it thought neceſſary to bring to the me- 
tropolis an * of armed men bearding parliament; but I will 
t loſs not be overawed, I will ſupport with my life and with my for- 
jured WF tune, that conftitution under which I enjoy every bleſſing. If 
nt of ve were to enquire very curiouſly into the frame of our conſti- 
been Wi tution, perhaps ſome trifling imperfections might be found ; but 
t ad- ue we on that account, to go round the world begging opini- 
pen ; ons? and becauſe a gentleman in Yorkſhire thinks our conſtitu- 
eaſure tion defective, ſhall we therefore overturn the whole? Parlia- 
| mad ment are adequate to the reformation of national grievances, and 
they have proved it. The reſtraint of our trade was a grieve 
ance : the dependence of our judges was a grievance : the con- 
troul under which our conſtitution laboured was a grievance 2 
the deprivation of the privilege of our peers was a grievance 2, 
Poynings law was a grievance : but which of theſe grievances 
now exiſt ? Has not parliament reformed them all ? Some gen- 
tlemen are ſo very nervous as to imagine the conſtitution is ſick 
—why ? becauſe it is ſick ; but their ſtate is ſo hopeleſs, that 
no man can attempt a cure; for it is impoſlible to adminiſter to 
the maladies of a perturbed ſpirit. = 
The object of * Hon. Gentleman is to make our government 
more popular, and in that point he admits the counties and the 


PARLIAMENTARY 


246 


cities are tolerable n counties, ungrateful ci- 


ties - ye have not · any of you called upon this friend of liberty to 
repreſent you, but ſuffer him to fit here for a venal borough. 

No man enjoys in any higher degree the talent of. cloſe rex 
ſoning than the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, and x 
the inſtance of Shoreham has been given, I will ſubmit to hin, 
whether that inſtance, and its conſequences, if authorities as 
to have any weight, do not decide in — of letting our con- 
ſtitution ſtand as it is. The borough of Shoreham had fo long 
and fo often been guilty of ſuch ſhameful bribery, that parli- 
ment, though with infinite reluctance, was at laſt obliged to in- 
terfere with that ſacred, though abuſed truſt, a charter; and 
disfranchifing the corporation, eſtabliſhed a new one ; — ſoon 1. 
ter this, a general reformation was 72 in parliament; but 
did parliament approve it, though ſupported by the greateſ 
ability? or, did the noble Lord who moved the disfranchiſe. 
ment of Shoreham, approve of tampering with the conſtitution 
of the realm ? 

There ſeems to have been propagated an opinion, that ſome 
radical defe& exiſts in our conſtitution, and political reformen 
have heated their imaginations with many projects of cure: They 
have had from a neighbouring kingdom ſeveral letters, ſome 
of the anſwers have been ſhewn, though not all—it is not the 
— of honeſt men to conceal the truth, but what have they at 

ke ?—yet this is not all, for after applying to all the ſyſten- 
mongers in Europe, we cannot find any two of them agree in 
their plans of reformation. | | 

There are in this country two ſets of men, who are intereſted 
in promoting a change. The catholics of the ſouth, the known 
friends to monarchy ; the preſbyterians of the north, the votz- 
ries of republicaniim ; theſe latter have ſet on the others to make 
it a common cauſe, and between them both, the. eſtabliſhed 
church is blockaded ; but if the people who have eſtabliſhed the 
conſtitution, ſhall be overpowered by thoſe who often attempted 
to deſtroy it, we ſhall have them quarrelling amongſt themſelves 
For votes, for ſeats in parliament, for authority, and for ſupre- 
Macy. 

Sir, I -oppole the introduction of this bill, becauſe it come 
from an atmed body; becauſe I and my anceſtors have lived 
happy under the preſent conſtitution; becauſe that conſtitution 
every day gives us new proofs of its excellence, and becauſe! 
do not think it the part of a man to throw away a poſſeſſion ct 
experienced value, to run after wild ſpeculation, 

Right Hon. Joh C' Neil cannot be ſatisfied with giving 1 

ſilent vote upon this ſubject. I have no objection to the bill 2 


coming from another aſſembly ; but even that is done away b) 
the Hon. Gentleman adopting it as his own. 


As to the noto- 
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jety of the aſſembly meeting at the Rotunda, it is nothin but a 
number of gentlemen meeting to talk over a particular ſubject, 
ind what ſabje& ever came before parliament that had not been 
alked over before it was introduced? But this has the advan- 
ze of being digeſted by wiſe and honeſt men, nor do I think it 
: whit the worſe for having been aſſiſted with opinions from 
Great Britain. If, however, you will not accept the bill, on the 
round which I have ſtated, and which are to me fully ſatis- 
factory, 1 now addreſs you in the name of five thouſand free- 
in- holders, who have commiſſioned me in their name to requeſt a 
and WWW reform; in doing this I have diſcharged my duty, and now I 
| o WM peak my private opinion, which is, that as the public mind is 
much agitated, ſhould you refuſe this their reaſonable defire, 
atelt I vou will excite jealouſies among the people which you will find 
biſe- i very difficult to allay. | 
tion Mr. Fitzgibbon—l thought that ſome proof of the neceſſity of 
z reform would have been urged, and that we ſhould not be en- 
ſome WW tertained with the flights of viſionary ſpeculatiſts into the regions 
men Wh of theory and hypotheſis ; but we endure all this, becauſe the 
"hey WW viſe men of 1783, cannot reconcile certain abſtract ideas of cer- 
ſome WM tain ſyſtem-mongers in England, to the free and happy conſtitu- 
| the von of this country. | 
ey at | do not _ the introduction of this bill, becauſe it is re- 
tem- WW plere with abſurdities, and directly contrary to the firſt reſponſe 
e in Hef the Dungannon oracle ;—no, I will oppoſe it, becauſe it 
comes under the mandate of a military congreſs. I ſhall take no 
eſted Wi notice of the manner in which the motion is attempted to be 
own Wh tolen upon us by ſurpriſe—we were to have had ten days pre- 
nous notice of it. The Hon. Member who adopts and fathers 
make Wie bill, tells us it is the favourite meaſure of the people; now I 
vill undertake to trace it to its ſource, and ſhew, that it is the 
d the N reduction of a military congreſs, aſſembled in the capital, ap- 
npted I pearing in military parade, and aſſuming all the mock order of 
ſelves WW * [egttlative aſſembly. This plan of a parliamentary reform, was 
upre” ttt taken up bY the ſoctety called, the conſtitutional ſociety in 
England, for the purpoſe of ſhaking Lord North's government, 
comes I when other engines had failed. Now, whether this ſociety cor- 
lived WW'*iponded with certain perſons in Belfaſt, is not well known, but 
tution I dis is certain, that in the month of July, forty-five corps aſſem- 
auſe | I bled at Belfaſt, and there did reſolve to hold a provincial con- 
ion 0! {Wzrels at Dungannon, in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, in order 
to reform the conſtitution of this realm. In the mean time, 
Mr, Henry Joy, jun. of Belfaſt, printer of the Belfaſt paper, 
ad ſecretary to the volunteers of that town, writes circular let- 
ters to ſundry perſons in England and elſewhere, deſcribing what 
he was pleated to call the defects of our parliament, in the Com- 
nons Houſe, of which he aſſerts, that there are but ſixty-four 
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_ freely returned, the others, the effspring of vetality, 
nder this very flattering deſcription of the aſſembly which! 
have the honour now to addreſs, he writes to a number of per- 
ſons in England z whether he got anſwers from them all 1 will 
not ſay, but that he did get anſwers from ſeveral doQors, and 
from ſeveral majors is pretty notorious z and it is equally noto- 
rious, that with theſe anſwers, garbled and — to his pur- 
poſe, Mr. Henry Joy, jun. of Belfaſt, printer and ſecretary, 
proceeded to Dungannon ; there they enter into ſundry teſolu- 
tions, and vote that a grand national convention fball fit in 
Dublin, in November, to carry theſe reſolutions into effed. 
Theſe determinations they publiſhed, and tranſmitted to every 
county in Ireland; the convention is now aſſembled in conte. 
quence of theſe determinations, they have fat three weeks, they 
have had their committees, and their ſub-committees z they hate 
rinted their refolutions, every man has read them, and I have 
— they are the moſt moderate that ever were entered into by 
fifty thouſand men in arms, with fifty thouſand more ready to 
join them; and will gentlemen tell me that the conſtitution is 
not invaded, when any man ſhall dare to make a propoſition from 
fifty thouſand armed men, with fifty thouſand more ready to join 
them? Gentlemen ſay it is dangerous to commit the parliament 
and the volunteers; I know it is dangerous, I know the ma 
that does it ſhould anſwer the crime with his head ; but I knov 
the force of the laws is ſufficient to cruſh them to atoms, and 
for one, I ſay, that I do not thiak life worth holding at the will 
of an armed demagogue. If ever there was an occaſion that cal- 
ed upon every man poſſeſſing one ſentiment of liberty, to enen 
it in the defence of the conſutution, it is this, it is the preſent 
occaſion which demands to ſpurn this bill away. 
The bill of laſt ſeſſion has been quoted; the motion for that 
bill was brought forward with due rega'd to the conſtitution, 
and proper parliamentary order; and what 1 would readiy 
concede to an individual approaching our bar with prope! 
reſpet, I would ſcora to concede to men who preſume to 
demand, and let not therefore the Hon. Member ſuppoſe I fer 
to meet the bill upon its own merits, though ſupported by tit 
united wiſdom of Mr. Henr Joys jun. and all his learned and 
unlearned correſpondents. T ere is another circumſtance of idle 
babble gone forth, which only could have iſſued from the cells 
of Bediam, that if this bill be rejected, ſome wretched foo 
will refuſe to pay taxes; this cannot be the of men d 
lenſe, I only mention it to let it be deſpiſed, I have alſo head 
that a Houſe of Parliament is to be built at Dungannon, an 
that we are to have annual ſeſſions of convention to regulate the 
| buſineſs of the nation in church and ſtate. Gentlemen may cal 
this liberty if they pleaſe ; but I call it the worſt kind of tyru 
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ny. To put an end to it at once, I am for rejecting this motion 
for leave to introduce a bill, and then the men with whom it 
originates will return to their homes, aſhamed of having been ſo 
much miſled. 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid the county of Dublin was not a 
military congreſs, and yet it had inſtructed him on the ſubje& of 
a parliamentary reform. | 

Prime Serjeant Kelly I will riſe up for the conſtitution of my 
4 country as 1 would for an old friend—I will admit he has faults 
b and impetfections, but I will ſay, he has a thouſand virtues and 
Ty good qualities; and | will ſay, let his faults and his imperfeQi- 
ons be forgotten they are ſmall, and what fall to the lot of every 
thing human, but let his virtues and good qualities be remem- 
1 bered, for they are tranſcendent, and have never been equalled 
don earth. Iwill ſay, he has ſuch virtues, and ſuch perfeQions, 
dar if you diſcard him once, 

* You nc er will lost upon bis like again / 

Our conſtitution has been thought the perfection of human 
wiſdom, it has been the envy and admiration of all the world, 
* and now when it is renovated with additional ſtrength, it is a 
n fooliſh thing to hazard a change. 

We had no original conſtitution, nothing like a parliament in 
wen Wi this country before our connection with England—we had indeed 
ws 1 Brehon law From that kingdom we received it by charter 

aua by adoption; and if in England, where a reform is much more 
: kev praticable, it has been rejected as dangerous and unconſtitutional, 
cb much ſtronger are the reaſons for rejecting it here? 
bas 6 | have looked at this plan, and to me it _ only calcu- 
reſen; i 24 to increaſe the ariſtocratical power of a few leading men in 
. ach country—it ptofeſſes indeed to throw open the boroughs, 
but it would, in fact, turn counties into boroughs, Were it ne- 
celſary to go into the bill itſelf, I could ſhew that it would pro- 
duce every evil it pretends to reCtify z but I am of opinion it 
ſhould be rejected in the firſt inſtance, becauſe it propoſes to 
overturn the conſtitution, under which we have long enjoyed 
ney bleſſing, and which has lately received ſo much additional 
ſtrength. 0 

| would oppoſe this ſcheme of innovation let it originate 
where it might, but my oppoſition to it is much ſtrengthened when 
| know that it originates with the faction in England, who want to 
play off the volunteers as an engine againſt thoſe whoſe places 
they wiſh to obtain, and who ſhould afterwards govern this coun-- 
ty by keeping up that variance and confuſion which they now 
aempt to excitez but I hope the vote of this evening will de- 
troy their machinations. 
| As to the volunteers, I love and admire them; they armed 
in the moment of danger, and terrified the enemy from our coaſt, 
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have ſupported Parliament in recovering the rights of out 
— conſtitutionſo far I ſay, their conduct 7 — when 
they interfere with the legiſlature, when they attempt to innovate 
upon the conſtitution, when they aſſume. to direct the deliberations 
of this Houſe, then I ſay they fall into a dangerous error, and 
muſt be refiſted. 

It is certain, that there is no inſtance where a large body «f 
men in arms, and independent of the ſtate, have aſſumed a con- 
troul that is not powerfully refifted, they have not overturned 
the ſtate. I did hope that the volunteers would have been an 
exception to this rule - their conduct was ſo moderate, I thought 
when-they had acquired a free conſtitution they would preſerve 
it inviotable. But what right have the volunteers; or what right 
has the ſtanding army to interfere with the deliberations of par- 
liament? I can ſee no difference between this act and the man- 
date of the board of officers in the time of Cromwell. 

I who have lived long, and who have ſeen the miſeries of this 
country, can hardly believe the changes that have been made, 
or think the bleſſings we now enjoy real. I would have com- 

nded that my ſon or my grandfon ſhould live to poſſeſs them, 
but 1 thank God, I live to ſee them with my own eyes—l live 
ro ſee my country great and happy, and no vote, or act, of this, 
the evening of my days, ſhall tend to diſturb that happineſs. 

I will never regiſter the edict of a military affociation z and will 
any man ſay, that this is leſs the edit of a military aſſociation, 
becauſe a member of parliament hands it to us by their order ? 
Let us not then be a mock parliament, to fit here and regiſter 
edits, while another aſſembly poſſeſſes the power of iſſuing 
them; ler us rather diſſolve ourſelves at once than tamely ſubmit 
to be fo degraded. I am not long a member of parliament, but 
while I fit in this Hopfe, it will ever be a capital objection 
with me againſt any bill, that it comes from an armed body, 
What does this bill import? that the laſt and the preſent pa- 
liaments were corrupt; the acts of this parliament can ſpeak for 
themſelves ; they have been directed to the improvement of the 
advantages which the virtue of the laſt acquired, and therefore 
this is the moſt improper time that ſuch a bill could be introduc- 
ed, while the pteſent parliament are making advantages of thoſe 
rights which the laſt recovered. 

Mr. Brown. {aid that he ſtrongly approved of the bill which was 
now ced, and he knew that the county of Limerick approv- 
ed of the meaſure. 

Mr. Hrooke ſaid his conſtituents had inſtructed him, and he 
ſhould therefore ſupport the meaſure. | 

Mr. Montgomery (of Cavan) had received inſtruQtions z there 
were parts of the bill he did not approve, but theſe parts might 
be amended in its progreſs, he ſhould therefore ſupport it, 
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Lord Kingſberough—I am aſtoniſhed at the words that J have 
heard from the other fide of the Houſe; for my part, I know of 
no violence or attempt to overawe, I have ſeen or heard of none, 
except with the gentlemen on the other fide z their language 
indeed ſeems intended to raiſe a tumult, to promote confuſion, 
and to ſet people together by the ears. I hope this Houſe will 
not reject the bill in the contemptuous manner propoſed—let it 
be received and examined if any part of it be wrong, reject that 
part, but retain what is right. 1 am inſtructed to ſupport it by 
the largeſt county in the kingdom, the county of Cork, a county 
which has ſuffered ſeverely by borough influence. This is to 
me a ſufficient reaſon for ſupporting it, and J hope it will not 
be ſmuggled out of the Houſe—it is neither decent nor parlia- 
mentary—nor will miniſters, I can aſſure them, by ſuch actions, 
gain the conhdence of the people. 

The Solicitor General (poke againſt the bill, but in fo low 
a voice, that we are unable to give our readers a proper idea 
of his ſpeech. 

Mr. Bu/be faid, that before he did an at which would leſſen 
our preſent conſtitution in the public eſteem, he muſt ſee at leaſt 
a plan of a better one. It was needleſs for the Honourable Mover 
to declare from whence he brought the preſent one; he had 2 
newſpaper in his pocket where it was printed—It came from 
an armed meeting which had the ſword for their writ, and a 
mutilated correſpondence for their documents; he was too much 
a friend to volunteers to approve of a convention—that conven- 
tion would be the ruin of the volunteer inſtitution—He would 
alſert as warmly as the Honourable Gentleman, that the people 
had a right to carry arms, but he denied that they derived from 
thoſe arms any right to be a propoſing power in the ſtate. They 
repreſented men who were not i and they repreſented 
thoſe who were ſo, not as being eleQors, but as being ſoldiers. 
The implication was, that they would act, not in their conſti- 
tutional but in their military capacity : an implication which 
e commerce, and prevented men of capitals from ſettling 
n Ireland. The Engliſh papers, every information we have from 
England, tell us, that they are at preſent ſpeculating upon the 
iſſue of this great argument: Whether the volunteers ſhall over- 
come the parliament, or whether they themſelves ſhall be daſhed 
to pieces againſt the rock of the conſtitution. We know that 
the volunteers have no ill intentions, but other men will never 
believe it, unleſs we convince the world of that truth, by daring 
to reject the bill which comes from them. This bill is not the 
meaſure of the people, it is but a few days old; it is contrary 
to every idea of reform they have ever adopted. It is the moſt 
compleat dereliction of every principle of juſtice and equality 
that ever was offered to the po aſtoniſhment, It takes away 
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the rights of men who ought to vote, and increaſes the very 
evil we complain of. He uſed ſeyeral arguments to ſhew, that 

an was ſo defeQtive that it could not laſt two years. As 
individuals, he reſpected the propoſers of it; but he ſhould have 
.reſpeted them more, if they had waited to try for one ſeſſion 
that conſtitution, which two years ago they would have died 
to preſerve. It admitted leaſehold voters who were new in our 
conſtitution. What would be the expoſtulation of the Roman 
Catholics, if we refuſed them the rights which they affluently 
poſſeſſed? We had no reaſonable 5 to offet them; we ſhould 
make four fifths of our fellow ſubjects our maſters, if we accepted, 
or our enemies, if we refuſed them. 

Mr. Hartley—1 have the honour to repreſent the metropolis of 
the kingdom, and am inſtructed to ſupport a parliamentary te- 
form—an inſtruction the more ple::ſing, as it perfectly coincides 
with my opinion: I therefore contend for its diſcuſſion. 

Mr. Stewart teſtified his aſtoniſhment at the objections made 
to the reception of the bill— If (faid he) the voice of the vo- 
lunteers 1s not to be attended to, attend to the voice of the coun- 
ty of Tyrone, who, through me, demand from you a diſcuſſion 
of this important bill. 

Mr. Marcus Bere: ford. — The zealous aſſertor of public liber- 
ty, and reformer of the conſtitution, has introduced the example 
of the Duke of Portland, who he ſays ſent volunteer ambaſſi- 

© dors to the throne. + He will allow, I am ſure, that example is a 
very bad argument, becauſe in human affairs, two ſituations ex- 
aQly ſimilar, hardly ever occur. There was not then an armed 
body, fitting, attempting to over-awe parliament z neither were 
the volunteers endeavouring to alter the conſtitution. Is the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, and the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
ſupports him, ſo ſoon tired of the conſtitution which they have 
been ſo inſtrumental in recovering; or do they wiſh to transfer 
to the convention, that power which their efforts have aſſiſted to 
wreſt from the privy council? — The Right Honourable Member 
ſays, that the bill was only talked over by a ſet of gentlemen, 
ſitting and converſing like any other ſet of gentlemen. But will 
he deny that it originated with an armed afſembly, and that no man 
who was not clad in military array, was permitted to ſpeak in that 
aſſembly? Will he deny that he ſupports it in obedience to the 
vote of that aſſembly, and that the Honourable Mover has their 
ſpecial order for bringing it ? however, that 3 may with 
great truth ſay, they are his own ſentiments, for in the converſa- 
tion mentioned, his ſentiments were irreſiſtable and unreſiſted.— 
The committee of correſpondence has been mentioned; let me 
ſay one word of them. f think it a little unfair of that commit- 
tee, that they ſhould mutilate and garble the letters which they 
have received; for I have reaſon to think, that the oracles in 
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England, by whoſe anſwers we are to be decided, have, like the 
oracles of old, given ſome anſwers that would ſupport this bill, 
if they were ol any authority, but they have alſo given ſome that 
would operate directly againit it. 

I have but another word—it is a complaint which I bluſh to 
make of ſome members of this Houſe. Gentlemen who affect to 
refer a ſpurious fllegitimate meeting, to their duty in parliament. 
There was an inſtance of it this day, on the committee for trying 
the Cork election, where, though each of the parties en _ are 
under a daily expence of an hundred guineas, yet before any 
progreſs could be made, that committee adjourned this morning, 
that the gentlemen who are on it, and are delegates, might have 
an opportunity of attending the convention at the Rotunda.—I 
oppoſed it, and moved that the room ſhould be cleared, that we 
might debate the impropriety of ſuch a proceeding ;z but this was 
in vain, for ſo intent were gentlemen upon gaining the applauſe 
of the ſpectators, that this privilege, which every member of par- 

liament poſſeſſes of right, was oppoſed. 

Mr. Burgh (of Old Town) could not but look upon the bill 
as ſent in by an armed convention, and as ſuch, ſhould reje& 
it. He ſaid, he roſe on account of two charges that had been 
endeavoured to be faſtened on thoſe who ſhould do ſo ; one of 
diſreſpect and inconſiſtency with regard to the volunteers in ge- 
neral ; the other of oppoſing or rejecting it as a bill of reform; 
both of which he diſclaimed. He had been aſked, © why a 
prove of the agency of the volunteers in this metropolis, at t 
time of the free trade, and on other occaſions, and ſpurn at it 
now ?*” He apprehended there was a wide difference between 
their addreſſing and petitioning, th-ir following up the two Houſes 
of parliament to the Caſtle, their waiting for, and ſupporting their 
meaſures z and the forming themſelves into another houſe of le- 
gillation, to awe, prejudge and dictate; between lining the ſtreets, 
to atteggl and compliment and approve, and marching through 
them to fit, debate and controul. They could not in the former 
inſtance, be ſaid to controul the Houſe any more than the guards 
who lined the ſtreets for the viceroy, could be ſaid to controul or 
lead his going to parliament; in the latter, they took away 
al agency from parliament. It had been ſaid, that as freemen 
they had a right to arms, if ſo, why object to its coming from 
them fitting and debating in arms? The people of England had 
equally a right to arms; and yet when a bill of reform had 
been ſolemnly debated and rejected there, they did not meet and 
debate in arms; they were not induced to do ſo by the rejection 
of a bill. Here it ſeems, it muſt be done previous to its introduc- 
ton, and even as the mode of it. 

As to its being a bill of reform, ſo far from rejecting it on 
that ground, he — ſome reform was to be deſired, particu- 
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larly in the oath of a member, and the mode of election in the 
greater towns. But introduced as that bill was, he thought 
himſelf precluded from going into its merits, and that he ſhould 
be unworthy of being a member of that Houſe, or of ſociety, if 
he was not ready to meet any conſequence of rejecting it in the 
firſt ĩaſtance. 

Mr. Parſons ſpoke in ſupport of the bill, and argued ſtrongly 
the neceſſity of a reform, from the many defects in the repreſen- 
ration, and the many faults which parliament had committed. 

Mr. George Ogle.—T do not rife to debate the merits of this 
bill, but I have been inſtructed by my conftituents of the county 
1 have the honour to repreſent, the only authority on earth that 
has any right to inſtruct me, or that I will pay any attention to. 
In obedience therefore to their inſtructions, I ſhall vote for te- 
cetving a bill which profeſſes to be for the more equal repreſenta- 
tion of the people in parliament, 

Mr. Richard Hely Hutchinſon ſaid, he ſhould make no apology 
for troubling the Houſe on ſuch a ſubject as the preſent ; it was 
of ſuch infinite concerament to them all, that every man who 
had ever addreſſed them upon any occaſion, appeared to him to 
be called upon to ſpeak out, and to deliver his ſentiments, what- 
ever they might be. Totally unconneQed as he was with any 
perſon who poſſeſſed borough influence, and by no means diſin- 
clined to any reaſonable plan for leſſening that influence, he 
—_— he looked at the preſent queſtion with as little bias to miſ- 
lead his judgment as any man who heard him; and therefore from 
no ſelfiſh motive, but the ſtrongeſt conviction that he owed it to 
the conſtitution and to the public decorum, he roſe to refuſe his 
aſſent to the bill. He ſaid, it was his intention to ſpeak with 
caution and deference, but with an honeſt freedom; without 
fear of any man or number of men; conſcious as he was, that 
the preſent moment was a very critical one, and required the ex- 
ertion of the utmoſt moderation and the greateſt f. To 
compenſate for his own inexperience, he withed to follow the wiſ- 
dom of others, and had always thought thoſe countries happy, 
who were bleſſed with wile legiſlators, capable of framing their 
conſtitutions, and in whom their fellow citizens repoſed a juſt 
confidence, founded on well-known abilities, and well-tried ex- 
perience. In theſe nations, the care of forming conſtitutions 
was 'devolved on rn and ſtateſmen, eminent for their 
knowledge of mankind, for their public virtues and integrity, 
who from having ſeen many days, and converſed with many men, 
were thoroughly well acquainted with their virtues, vices, paſ- 
ſions and propenſities, and could judge for their countrymen bet- 
ter than theſe could for themſelves. Vet, one of theſe great law- 

ivers, after be had framed a conſtitution for his country, though 
be mult have been ſenſible, that his and every other human in- 
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ſlitution was neceſſarily ſubje& to errors and defect yet he 
mought the greateſt benefit he could confer on his fellow-citi- 
zens was, to obtain their ſolemn promiſe that theſe laws ſhould 
not be changed during his abſence; and, to make this cf per- 
perual force, he became a ee exile, and never returned to 
his country. The conſequence is known — They preſerved their 
liberties longer than any nation that ever exiſted; they loſt thoſe 
liberties, when the miſtaken friends of liberty, attempted to 
ſtrengthen it, as they thought, by introducing levelling princi- 
es. | 

Pr. great legiſlator, of the moſt various abilities that ever 
man perhaps nar acknowledged that he had not given his 
country the beſt conſtitution, but the beſt ſhe was able to bear. — 
And why ? becauſe, he, faid, they were armed citizens, of the 
higheſt paſſions, of the fineſt feelings, of the moſt refined ſenti- 
ments, poſſeſſed of an enthuſiaſtic rage for liberty; but at the 
ſame time reſtleſs and diſcontented, diſpoſed to innovation, fac- 
tious in the full flow of proſperity, and ſometimes diffatistied with 
the beſt of men, and the beſt of meaſures. The event ſhewed, 
that he perfectly underſtood the genius of his countrymen, for 
theſe diſpoſitions, and an unceaſing deſire of change, overturned 
that conſtitution which he had ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed. 

Greece indeed, he faid, had produced but two of thoſe great 
men, but Ireland has twenty thouſand Lycurguſſes, and twenty 
thouſand Solons, who to their immortal honour, have been the 
glorious inſtruments in reſtoring the conſtitution, and who are 
now defirous to frame it anew. 

He faid, he had heard their voice with reverence, but was 
diſtracted with different ſentiments of different men. One ſet of 
men adviſe to aboliſh what they call rotten boroughs ; another, 
that all elections ſhould be county elections; many are for re- 
ſtoring to their Roman Catholic brethren, the right of ſuffrage z 
many are againſt it; ſome are for disfranchiſing all forty ſhilling 
freeholdersz others for admitting termers for years. A great au- 
thority adviſes, that all men, including every Deggars ſhould vote, 
and that each mendicant ſhould have one hand open for alms, 
but by all means ſhut againſt bribes, and that with the other he 
ſhould give in a repreſentative of the people. Another complains 
of 14 folio volumes of ſtatutes, of 24 volumes abridging the com- 
mon law, and deſires you to repeal them all, and take his noſ- 
trum, a little octavo volume, in their ſtead. —In theſe circum- 
ſtances, ſaid he, I aſk, quid ſequar, aut quem? I am anſwered by the 
voice of the conſtitution, ditrecting me to follow the repreſenta- 
tive wiſdom of the nation, and not the ſuggeſtions of any body 
of men, however highly and juſtly reſpectable, to the reſult of 


vote deliberations the law has annexed no conſtitutional au- 
thotit y. ö 
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But which, he aſked, are thoſe rotten boroughs, thoſe which 
a few individuals detifively influence. He ſaid, he was willing 
to acknowledge and to lament, that there were too many ſuch, 
and that he earneſtly wiſhed for a remedy, if any could be found, 
not worſe than the diſeaſe. But ſome of thoſe places, he obſers- 
ed, had already recovered their liberties, and others were in 
the progreſs to recover theirs. He adverted to the petition from 
Kilmallock, and faid the ſexton of that barough had aſſured us, 
that the grave of liberty was not yet dug there, and the parſon 
had declared that he had not yet preached its funeral ſermon. 
And many boroughs, he aſſerted, might be reſtored to their full 
franchiſes, if acts of parliament, which had crept in to deprive 
particular places of their liberties were repealed, and judicial 
deciſions, under pretence of preventing popular tumult, but which 
were in effect to prevent popular diſcuflion, reſcinded ; and 
from the ſpirit of the times, he looked to theſe ſalutary events 
as likely ſoon to take place. But if, continued he, you proceed to 
annihilate the power of ſending members to parliament, or to 
change the conſtitution, in all thoſe boroughs where the. power 
of a few individuals is decifive, the pruning knife will extend 
much farther, and wound more deeply than ſome perſons ſeem 
to be awareof. But would it be juſt to change the conſtitutions 
of all ſuch boroughs, and would it be wiſe, it it were juſt? Se- 
veral of them were the encouragement to men for building great 
towns, for planting them with inhabitants, for encouraging 
arts and manufactures, and promoting civilization; or they were 
the rewards for beſtowing thoſe benefits on their fellow citizens. 
In acquiring thoſe rewards, and defending thoſe poſſeſſions, 
many great families had expended their properties, and ſhed their 
blood. He had no connection with any of them; but if ſome 
of the great protectors, or firſt ornaments of the country ſhould 
be found in theſe circumſtances, would it be juſt to deprive their 
deſcendants of the well- earned weight in the community, ob- 
tained by the virtues of their anceſtors; or would it be wiſe to 
pluck away every feather from the wing of the few great families 
who remain, and who have fo much contributed to the improve- 
ment, ſtrength, and defence of this kingdom ? f | 

To thoſe who wiſhed that all the elections ſhould be county 
elections, to encreaſe the number of voters, and to admit the 
loweſt freeholders, and even the termer for years, into a parti- 
cipation of the right of ſuffrage, he begged to aſk, whether they 
' were ſure this may not throw great weight into the ariſtocratic 
ſcale? He ſaid, he was certain it would, and therefore objected 
ro it. If the multiplying the number of votes would indeed add 
weight to the democratic ſcale, he aſked another queſtion; 
whether this multiplying of votes may not overturn the conſtitu- 


tion? He feared it would, and he formed that opinion from the 
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example of one of the greateſt ſtates that ever exiſted. Rome had 
acquired a great empire under a conſti:ution of a mixed nature, 
in which the democratic preponderated. The enthuſiaſts for 
liberty thought ſhe was not — free. The democratic 
weight was to be encreaſed, and how? By encreafing the num- 
ber of voters. All the people of Italy, they faid, have aſſiſted 
you in acquiring this great empire, and they ought to ſhare equall 
with you in the government of it, The moderate men at lengt 
yielded; the levelling principles at length prevailed. An arm 
of voters ruſhed to Rome. Confuſion, and anarchy, and civil 
war enſued. The conſtitution was ſubverted, and the firſt de- 
magogue became the tyrant of his country.— The people of Italy 
had, he ſaid, a natural claim to divide the power, it was found- 
ed on the ſpecious pretext of liberty and equality ; but theſe 
principles were carried beyond their due bounds, by means not 
conſiſtent with true government, and liberty was loſt by the 
imprudent efforts made to extend it Let us, ſays he, remem- 
ber that theſe in Rome were in the midſt of her greateſt ſucceſs 
and proſperity, and let us ſhudder at the example. 

He ſaid, it was dangerous to tell the people that their conſti- 
tution is a bad one, before we are to offer them a better. What 
are they now told? You have no repreſentatives—there is no 
parliament—you have no government—you are in a ſtate of 
nature. In the midſt of every circumſtance that can make a 
people happy, except contentment, you are telling them that they 
are the moſt wretched ſlaves upon earth. He ſaid, he was afraid 
they might believe it at laſt. He faid, their ſituation put him in 
mind of the ſingular wager ſtated among phyſicians, that they 
would make any man in perfect health think himſelf ill, and in 
conſequence really be ſo. His acquaintance was ſtationed there 
in ditterent places, and as they met him, ſaid one, what is the 
matter, you do not look well; a ſecond told him he looked very 
ill, and wondered to ſee him out of his houſe; a third obſerved 
his eyes were ſunk in his head, and the ſeeds of ſome mortal 
diſorder about him. At length a whole groupe of his acquain- 
tance confirmed the ſymptoms of mortality, and recommended 
his bed and a phyſician. He took their advice, and in due time 
died in good earneſt. The phyſician won his wager, and the 
patient loſt his life. 

Gentlemen on this ſide of the Houſe had been, he ſaid, charged 
repeatedly during the courſe of that debate, with having intro- 
duced the firſt mention of the volunteers. He aſſerted the fact 
to be directly otherwiſe, and that the convention had been firſt 
introduced on the other fide of the Houſe, or more directly ſpeak- 
ing, that the convention had introduced the bill about the admiſ- 
hen of which they. were then debating; and in ſupport of his 
alſertion, he called upon the Hon. Member who made the mo- 
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tion, or the Right Hon. Member who ſeconded it, to declare, 
whether there was not-an expreſs order of the convention, direct- 
ing them to propoſe that bill to the Houſe, and to contradi& 
him if he was not founded in aſſerting, as he did, that there was. 

Sir John Parnel.— cannot fit patiently by, and ſee the con- 

ſtitution of my country overturned. —'The gentlemen who intro- 
duce this bill, uſe but one argument in ſupport of it; that is, 
they diſclaim the interference of the convention, and profels it 
to be their own. But I will aſk them, is it their own alone, 
did they diſcuſs it no where elſe? and if they ſhall be aſhamed 
to ſay, they did not, let the Houſe maintain its own dignity, 
and ſtand or fall by it. If gentlemen feel as I do, they will 
oppoſe the introduction of this bill. If they feel that it is the 
conſequence of the debate of another aſſembly, they will rejeQ 
it with ſcorn; for if it becomes a queſtion whether the authority 
of the ſtate reſides in parliament, or another body, that queſtion 
muſt be decided. If there are two rivals for power, one of them 
muſt give way; and I doubt not, the people will rather ſup- 
port the conſtitution under which they may enjoy every bleſſing, 
than a ſelf- created, ſelf- aſſumed authority, unknown to the 
laws. : | . 
Mr. Browne (of the College) declared, the queſtion came upon 
him unexpeRtedly; however he could not bear to be filent upon 
ſo an occaſion. He could not endure the thought, that 
while the great names who offered the bill, floated down the 
ſtream of time, his little bark ſhould not be ſeen to purſue the 
triumph. 

The queſtion is magnificent and ſimple; it is whether you 
will receive a bill of the firſt magnitude, introduced by the firſt 
men in the Houſe? A bill which profeſſed to reſtore the con- 
ſtitution to its priſtine vigour, and that beauty with which it 
appears in theory and in hiſtory, which proffers to add finews 
to virtue, and perpetuity to liberty. It ſeems to be the meſſenger 
of glad tidings. It bears a promifing countenance, multum magna 
& preclara minantis. We ought to receive it, even if its garb 
was 2 little exceptionable z but it is not; it approaches you in 
the robes of decency, with the modeſty and tirmneſs of deter- 
" mined virtue. It does not enter theſe walls with force; but it 
is received with force. It is unattended with violence; but it 
is met with violence. I have ſeen no violence this night, but 
on the part of adminiſtration. 

No man, he ſaid, had pretended to ſay, that a reform was not 
neceſſary; one gentle man had indeed atlerted, that no inſtance 
could be produced of a conteſt between parliament and the 
crown, where parliament had not been viQtorious. But where 
could an inſtance be produced of ſuch a conteſt of late years? 
The prevailing influence of the crown was too great to allow 
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of ſuch a conteſt; and where there was no conteſt, there could be 
no victory. In the laſt century there was a conteſt z and why? 
becauſe influence did not exiſt z but the phrenzy of adminiftration 
kad conjured up terrific forms, which no man 1n his ſober ſenſes 
could ſee. They were not afraid of volunteers when we ſeemed 
to be on the eve of a quarrel with England; or when thoſe 
volunteers were raiſing the gentlemen, who now ſupported go- 
vernment, into conſequence, 

Gentlemen had intimated that there was a French influence 
at the bottom of the meaſure; if they meant that the propoſers 
were conſcious of it, it was a charge of high treaſon, and ought 
to be made in a ſolemn manner; if they 8 them to be 
dupes, he had too good an opinion of the abilities of the propo- 
ſets, to pay credit to ſuch a ridiculous aſſertion. 

It had been faid, it appeared from late events, parliament had 
not been corrupt, and therefore a reform was not to be ſought, 
i. e. a reform was not to be ſought when parliament was virtuous, 
and it was poſſible to acquire it; but the purfuit ought to be 
deferred till parliament was notoriouſly corrupt, and there was 
no chance of ſucceeding in the attempt. 

Gentlemen have talked of ſpurning the bill. It was not parlia- 
mentary or decent language, eſpecially when the bill was intro- 
duced by the firſt men in the Houſe. He was ſure thoſe who 
ſpurned it, treated virtue with contumely. They ſaid to corrup- 
tion, live for ever: What they ſaid to their country, that country 
muſt judge. 

W. * ſaid, he was againſt the admiſſion of the bill, as 
being haſtily and prematurely brought in, and that the people 
throughout the kingdom do not know its contents. 

Mr. Trench declared himſelf in favour of the reform, and ſaid 
he was inſtructed by his conſtituents to ſupport it; and therefore 
ſhould vore for admitting the bill. 

Mr. Metge ſaid, that though he might approve of a reform, 
this was not in that ſhape in which he wiſhed to meet it. 

Mr. Handcack ſaid, though he did not approve of all the par- 
ticulars of the bill, he ſhould vote for its admiflion, as he was 
inſtructed by his conſtituents to 2 a parliamentary reform. 

Mr. William Foſter was againſt the introduction of the bill, 
as coming from an armed body, and as even there it had been 
unfairly debated, no man being allowed to oppoſe the ruling 
21s He was, he ſaid, a friend to a conſtitutional reform, 

ut though he would reſerve himſelf for a proper occafion, he 
would oppoſe the preſent bill. | 

General Cunningham.—Every man who has a tongue or a 
hand, is called upon to oppoſe this motion, which puts the 
liberty of the country at ſtake—l ſee it through an armed me- 
dium. Will any man tell me that the ink is yet dry, which wrote 
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he reſolution, authorizing thoſe gentlemen to preſent this hill 

rom the convention ? always ſpeak with freedom, and ng 

man has ever expreſſed greater reverence for the volunteers than 

I have done, while they act in ſupport ofthe laws, but not when 

the aſſume to themſelves a legiſlative authority. At the time 

"= of their firſt arming, I thought them dangerous, but their a dions 

| raiſed my reſpeQ, when they OY to defend the country 

from foreign invaſion, when they undertook to preſerve the 

public peace; when they undertook to ſupport parliament in 

aſſerting the conſtitution, then I reſpected them; but when I find 

them erecting a ſelf-created body, when I find they mean to 

controul parliament, I will oppoſe them, I will oppoſe them in 

this — a and out of this Houſe, with my fortune and with 
my life. g 

The volunteers had two opportunities of leaving a name of 
immortal honour—if they had diſarmed, they had acted nob!y, 
or if when they had formed theſe reſolutions, they had gone to 
their reſpecti ve homes, diſarmed themſelves, and in brown coats 
petitioned as freeholders, in that caſe they had ated nobly. The 
gentlemen deny that this bill is their order—if fo, why was it 
not preſented laft week? becauſe their orders were not then iſ- 
ſued—why is it preſented now? becauſe they are. 

I was x A of opinion that a reform ought to be introduced, 
and I always ſhall be of that opinion, when an armed force is not 
attempting to overawe me; but I look upon charters as ſa- 
cred, and will vote for a reform upon conſtitutional grounds. 
If a love for this country characterizes a volunteer, I am a volun- 
teer myſelf. I have voluntarily tranſplanted my family and my 
property into it, I mean to live and die in it. Jam a volunteer 
improver of land, a volunteer builder of houſes, aſk my neigh- 
bours, and my friends, and tenants, whether I am not the right 
ſort of a volunteer At is ſuch volunteers as | that this country 
now wants in time of peace, and it would not ſurprize me to lee 
any gentleman that attempts to diſturb the peace, voted out cf 
the ſociety of volunteers. 

Mr. Kearney was for the bill; are you afraid, ſaid he, to look 
a reform in the face? 

6 Newill and Mr. O'Hara, ſpoke each in ſupport of the 
bill. : 

Mr, Cabbe ſaid, he thought on ſuch an occaſion ſilence would 
be criminal, and he would oppoſe the bill on a different ground 
from any that had been taken, becauſe it went to eſtabliſh a 

tual convention at the Rotunda, The volunteers of Ame- 

rica, he ſaid, had taken up arms to obtain the independence of 
their country, and laid them down at the peace, that they might 
not interfere with their legiſlature ; but our volunteers had acted 
differently, for after the independence of the country is obtain- 
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rity. 

Me. Gther Wilſe—1 will rote agninkt the bill, bocanſs I Gif. 
approve the plan of reform it contains. 

Mr. Forbes, —l riſe free and unfettered by teſt or inſtruction, 
though repreſenting as independent a place as any in Ireland. — 
No man abhors the idea of having this Houſe overawed more than 
do, for the moment this Houſe is overawed, the conſtitution is 
at an end. I own, I could have wiſhed that the meeting of de- 
legates had not been held in the heart of the metropolis, though 
| well know the purity of their intentions; but the ignorant mul- 
titude do not know it; and if they ſuppoſe any power ſuperior 
to parliament, that moment there is an end to their obedience.— 
But what evidence have we that this bill comes from that aſ- 
ſembly ? None, but the poſitive declaration of two members, 
that it does not, that it is their own—and can I then vote againſt 
a bill which is a favourite meaſure of my own? Is that aſſem- 
bly to fright me out of my propriety, and make me purſue a 
22 contrary to my opinion? No, I ſhall vote for receiving 
the bill. 

Colonel Maſſey ſpoke in ſupport of the bill: He ſaid he was 
inſtructed by 3000 freeholders to ſupport a bill for the more equal 
repreſentation of the people in parliament. 

Mr. Hardy ſaid, that if as a public man, any one object was 
nearer to his heart than another, it was, that the dignity, the ho- 
nour, and independence of parliament ſhould be preſerved invio- 
late. It was therefore, he continued, under the influence of 
thoſe feelings, operating at all times with ſufficient energy on his 
mind, and certainly more awakened than they ever were at that 
hour, (for conſidering the turn the debate had taken, it was a 
ſerious hour to Ireland) that he then ventured to addreſs himſelf 
to the chair, and begged leave to ſpeak, not to the merits or deme- 
rits of the bill, the introduQtion of which had been then moved 
for, nor to any ſpecific plan of parliamentary reform for to en- 
ter into the diſcuſſion of ſuch queſtions at that time, would be 
equally unparliamentary and improper ; but he wiſhed to ſay a 
few words as to the neceſſity, the abſolute neceſſity that exiſted, 
in his opinion, of entering fairly and unequivocally into the ſub- 
ject then before the Houſe.— He then made ſome remarks on the 
dignity of parliament, which had been ſo much talked of that 
night; that it ſhould be preſerved, not by pompous ſelf-approv- 
ing reſolutions—reſolutions which could give no additional grace 
to good meaſures, and which would only be laughed at, when 
meant to lend a temporary and deluſive aid to pernicious ones; 
but that it ſhould be ſupported by the confidence of the people, 
by public opinion, the free baſis of every free government in- 

world. . 
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He ſaid, that as to the convention, which gentlemen had been 
pleaſed to allude to O frequently in the courte of the debate; he 
ſhould have wiſhed not to have touched on it, as his ideas on that 
ſubje& would not perhaps fully meet thoſe of either party; but 
thus much he would ſay, that as far as dignity of character, 
weight of property, he firmly believed, purity of intention 
could enſure reſpect, that aſſembly was fully entitled to it, — 
That from the gentlemen who compoſed that convention, he 
could apprehend no danger to the conſtitution, That as to the 
military aſſembly fitting in the metropolis, he agreed with gen- 
tlemen that it was a novel and extraordinary proceeding, nor did 
he wiſh to ſee it drawn into a precedent ; but he would ak, 
was not the ſituation of Ireland itlcif novel and extraordinary ?— 
Was not the emancipation of our commerce extraordinary and un- 
* Was not the emancipation of our conſtitution equally 
fo ?—In fact, the proceedings of this country, and the ſucceſs 
with which they have been crowned, have been matter of aſto- 
niſhment, not only to the people of Ireland, but to Europe.— 
Could it poſſibly be expected in ſuch a country as this, where 
the impetuoſity and ardour of the people are almoſt proverbial, 
that ſuch a temper when thrown into action, would ſubſide in a 
moment, and that thoſe great events which we have lately ſeen 
paſs before us, would not naturally call up others equally novel, 
equally unprecedented in the annals of this country ?—As to the 
continuation of ſuch events he by no means wiſhed it, for no ta- 
tional man could poſſibly deny that the repetition of ſuch pro- 
ceedings, muſt, from the very nature of them, ſhake the beſt-con- 
ſtructed government in the world, and therefore it behoved the 
Houſe of Commons to take the ſubject propoſed, into their own 
hands, and as ſoon as poſſible, to meet it with temper and with 
firmneſs, to be above the little fineſle of ſetting their dignity a- 
gainſt their duty, of ſheltering themſelves in their dereliction of 
the latter, by an affected ſupport of the former, and above all, by 
one great comprehenſive honeſt inveſtigation of this ſubject, to 
invite the people to prefer an early confidence in them, their 
newly elected, natural guardians of their rights, to any body of 
men 1n the world. | h 

It had been ſaid that the bill for a reform was the work of 
the convention—to that he could only ſay, that had there been 
the ſlighteſt alluſion to, the ſlighteſt avowal of the interpoſition 
of the convention in this buſineſs, he would not heſitate an 
inſtant as to the manner of his voting that night; for this he 
would always infift on—that if the Houſe of Commons was 
brought together to regiſter their reſolutions with perhaps the 
ſemblance and empty torms of a debate, but in fact without 
the freedom of ene, parliament would from that hour ftand 
degraded, and no act of attainder ever yet blaſted the honours 
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of an antient Houſe, and more completely annihilated its con- 
ſequence in a moment, than ſuch an unqualified acquieſcence 
on the part of the Houſe of Commons would deſtroy theirs. 
But, in fact, whatever ſhare the convention might have had in 
it, the Honourable Gentleman who made the motion, and the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who ſeconded it, bring 1t forward 
z their own act, and not that of any ſuppoſed body of men 
vhatſoe vet Does not this diſavowal of conventional inter- 
ference tacitly pay this Houſe that reſpect, the infringement of 
which is fo loudly exclaimed againſt; and may not thoſe wha 
ae the moſt ſeverely jealous of its dignity be in ſome meaſure 
fatished, when the Right Hon. Gentleman, notwithſtanding all 
the predominant influence which his great and overſhadowing abi- 
tes are ſaid to have ſecured to him in that convention, does 
not attempt to appear before gentlemen in any other character 
than that of an undiſtinguiſhed member of parliament, properly 
and conſtitutionally aſking leave to bring in a bill to remove 
certain defects in the tepteſentation of the people? 

He ſaid, that he had not the vanity or the preſumption to 
imagine that what he could ſay that night would have any par- 
ticular weight with any man, or deſcription of men in that 
Houſe, and if, after all, there ſhould be found ſome gentlemen 
who were both inimical to the principle of a reform, but who 
vere really and fincerely alarmed at the idea of an armed 
aſembly fitting in the metropolis, and therefore would not lend 
their ſupport to any propoſition which could be ſuppoſed by 
ay means whatever to originate in ſuch an aſſembly, however 
reſolved to vote for ſuch propoſition on another occaſion, they 
vere certainly every way juſtied in doing ſoz the delicacy 
and timidity of ſuch men, with regard to the conſtitution, was 
on the pureſt principles of patriotiſm perfectly laudable ; but 
if (and he ſpoke with great deference) there were any gentle» 
men who were not only averſe to the introduction of the bill 
that night, but who were equally adverſe to the diſcuſſion of 
luch a queſtion at any time whatſoever, however unexceptio- 
nable, however conſtitutional its origin, who were in ſhort 
reſolved to get rid of the queſtion at all events, to ſuch gentle- 
men he ſhould, with all humility, take leave to ſay one or two 
words That what he wiſhed to impreſs on the minds of gen- 
tlemen at preſent was this: That not only a great revolution 
tad taken place in the conſtitution of this country, but a great 
revolution bad taken place in the public mind itfelf. It would 
de the province of a philoſophic hiſtorian hereafter to elucidate 
the many cauſes which gradually led to this extraordinary 
netamorphohs which had taken place, not only in this country, 
but more or leſs in many countries in Europe, and ſo far it un- 
doubtedly formed a remarkable æra in the hiſtory of human in- 
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tellect. It was ſufficient for him that it had taken place, ang if 
it had, this concluſion in his opinion inevitably followed—Thy | 
as the ſentiments of the people at large are changed, the mode electe 
of conducting national buſineſs, or the affairs of parliament my} 
alſo be changed, or in other words, that what was done for. 
merly, could not with any great propriety, or even ſafety, be any 
done now; and that great public queſtions muſt be treated x ſupp 


preſent in a different manner by parliament, from what they were, pears 
when this country was in little better than a ſtate of politic be 1 
infancy ; that if we compared Ireland as it ſtood now, with what 
what it was even thirty years ago, the diſſimilitude would ftrike queſ 
the moſt inobſervant, nd — he would hazard this augur;, dign 
that before the end of the century government would find the quel 
neceſſity of filently conforming in many inſtances to the temper how 


and the ſentiments which had lately ſprung up amongſt u. diſc 
This would argue no particular debility in one adminiſtration of | 


more than another, it would be no improvident, lamentable con- of ( 
ceſſion to the idle clamour of the day; it would be no alteraticn buſi 
of the conſtitution, it would be only a juſt conformity to that not 
mutation of circumſtances, and diſpoſitions which the courſe cf the 
time naturally brought along with it, and which every wil: of 
government, muſt, for its own preſervation, neceſſarily attend up 
to.— If former parliaments had been complained of, as ſo lot mi 


to all feeling of the rights of this kingdom, as to make the jour- bu 


nals of that Houſe in many inſtances, not the records of a gre: pl 
people, but the monuments of national imbecility, the auther- Tl 
ticated diſgrace of the people of Ireland, he was not at all fur np 

ized at it, on the contrary, he ſhould have been much fſurprized nig 

d it been otherwiſe; for it is the characteriſtic of all power, if mi 
it meets no reſiſtance in the general ſentiment, to be ſtill progre(- wi 
five; and there was ſomething in the ignominious repoſe ot the di 
national mind ſome years back, which ſeemed abſolutely to court to 
every ſpecies of hoftility and inſult, on the part of government. to 


What had an Engliſh ſupremacy in an Iriſh ariſtocracy formerly 
to encounter, in their ſullen march over this exhauſted coun- 
try? Turn which way they would, the public mind exhibited 
a frightful picture of impoveriſument— But thank God, things 
were altered, and what accorded extremely well with a lacerated 
8 which was content to ſee one and the ſame parliament, 
in defiance of all conſtitution for three and thirty years toge- 
ther, will hardly accord with the affairs of a riſing kingdom; 
where commerce and conſtitution were both to be found. 

He ed gentlemen therefore to advert to this circumſtance, 
which, though with the uninformed maſs of mankind totally 
_ inoperative perhaps, would, he flattered himſelf, be paid ſome 

little attention to by thoſe whom he had the honour of then 
addrefling. - It was, in fact, beneath the dignity of any Houſe 
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of Commons to evade the diſcuſſion of a great conſtitutional 
queſtion, but for the preſent Houſe, which had been ſo _— 
elected, and elected almoſt in the very effulgence of the Iri 
revolution, for ſuck-a Houſe to ſhrink totally back from the 
very firſt conſtitutional queſtion that came before it, without 
any ſtipulation on the part of thoſe who oppoſed it now, to 
ſupport it on a future day when brought forward in what ap- 
peared to them a leſs queſtionable form, would, in his opinion, 
be rather diſgraceful—All he wiſhed and defired was, that 
whatever might be the fate of this, or that particular plan, the 
queſtion of reform might —_— a diſcuſſion ſuitable to the 
dignity and importance of the ſubject; that there never was a 
queſtion which gave riſe to ſuch a variety of opinions; but that, 
however, he hoped ſomething might be collected from this 
diſcordancy, which though it ſhould not perfectly ſuit the ideas 
of people at preſent, might at leaſt convince them that the Houſe 
of Commons went ſeriouſly into the inveſtigation of this great 
buſineſs 3 that they meant fairly by them, and that they were 
not deficient in reſpe& either to the people or to themſelves—If 
they did not, if they merely ſhifted off the queſtion on account 
of the convention, without any ſerious intention of taking it 
up themſelves, what would be the conſequence.? The * 
might indeed be exiled again, and again, from that Houſe; 
but it would not be in their power to baniſh it from the 
They would have © ſcoched the ſnake, not killed it.“ 

The idea of a reform, continued he, has — been taken 
up by many reſpeQable counties, and if abſolutely rejected to 
night, will in all probability be taken up by many more; the 
minds of people will be more heated than ever, and the event 
will be, that after many a conflict in this Houſe, inſtead of a long 
digeſted, moderate, rational plan of reform, if reform ſhall be 
tound neceffary ;' ſuch a reform as would be exactly congenial 
to the principles of the conſtitution, and no more; and which 
would — when carried into execution juſtify the legiſla- 
ture in nothing—one ſolemn and final halt in the progreſs of 
reformation, and riſing as one man againſt any — 
whatever, inſtead of this we ſhall, in ſome giddy inaufpicious 
moment, precipitantly adopt ſome plan, w feature of which 
will denote the wild hoſtility againſt the conſtitution which pro- 
duced it; which inſtead of amending, will tear the frame of 
vernment to pieces, and the very people who brought it forward, 
will be the firſt to abhor it, and lament their own deſtryc- 
tive temerity when it is too late—He concluded with giving his 
athrmative to the queſtion, 

Mr. Curren ſaid, he was ſurpriſed to ſee a man, riſing up with 
the violence of a Maniac, to tell us that this bill ought not to be 
received while the convention was fitting z but that convention 
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and the volunteers in general, you will not find your enemies; 
they have no other enemies but, the enemies of their country,— 
That a reform has long been neceſſary the hiſtory of this coun- 
try, faid he, evinces. Why were you ſo long ſlaves, but be- 
cauſe the parliament wanted a reform ?—Why, juſt after your 
hearts throbbed at your new acquired conſtitution, at the glory 
of Ireland, did you fink that glory in the ſlavery of an adulatory 
addreſs, but that you wanted a reform? The man who ſo vio- 
lently oppoſes this day a reform, was once the patron of ſuch x 
meaſure z but perhaps, we ſhall ſoon behold him ſeated where no 
ſtorms ſhall fret him. 

What have we been doing ſince we met? We have been 
talking of retrenchment, and maning a courſe of the moſt profli- 
gate profuſion, while our miſerable tellow-creatures are roaming 
the ſtreets for bread. [Here he gave a moſt pathetic picture of the 
diſtreſs of the poor] But ſome of our new ſtateſmen would guide 
the government if it was as eaſy to be managed as a carriage with 
fronds by an expert charioteer. Your argument, that if the 
meaſure comes from volunteers you will reject it, is a denuncia- 
tion that you conſider them as enemies: I caution the Houſe not 
to make a public declaration of war ! : 

Sir Henry Hariſtonge was for receiving the bill. 

Mr. John Taler ſaid, he conceived that in the preſent queſtion 
the [30 he parliament was deeply involved; the communica- 
tion with the people was intercepted, and the power of propound- 
ing taken out of the hands of the Houſe. He objected to the 
introduction of the bill, as it was not the legitimate offspring ei- 
ther of the parhament or the people. It was the ſpurious aborti- 
on of the Lying-in-Hoſpital, ſent into the world before its time— 
Searce half made up. It was intitled to be dignified by ſuch ſpon- 
ſors as introduced it, but who were now ſo aſhamed of it, that 
they denied where they found it, and were likely to run away 
from it as from a baſtard child. 

He faid, that any great innovation in the mode of receiving the 
ſuffrages of the people, had at all times and in all countries been 
the forerunners of revolutions; for this it was not neceſſary to 
look further than to the hiſtory of Rome, and the convulſions which 
were attendant upon the tribes and centuries of that ſtate, — 
The repreſentation of this country, he ſaid, flowed from two diſ- 
ferent ſources, the provincial and the municipal: He was averſe 
from making any material change in the former, but he was free to 
acknowledge, that at a proper time the latter ought to be the 
ſubje& of reform. But, he ſaid, that he would never annihilate 
municipal rights by a ſweep, but was ready to accede in correct- 
ing local abutes of thoſe nights, whenever ſuch abuſes had crept in. 

He ſaid, he knew many inſtances, where the charter rights of 
towns had been violated - the law, as it ſtands, and the interven- 
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ton of this Houſe in applying remedies to the particular miſ- 
chiefs that may be found ſufficient to the evil. The conduct of 
Great Britain, {aid he, in the caſe of Shoreham and Hindon, is ta the 
point. By obſerving ſuch a conduct, faid he, you will not ſhake 
firſt principles, you will not hazard an hinge of your connexion 
with Great Britain, by deſtroying that ſimilarity of conſtitution, 
which may be one of the ſtrongeſt bonds of our connexion, and 
which deſigning men of another country might wiſh to diſturb.— 
He ſaid, he would not allow every preſumptuous Harrington to 
plunge the conſtitution into his favourite ocean, under a hope 
that 1t might be plucked up again by the drowned locks. He 
faid, he would worſhip the genius of the old conſtitution, in her 
ancient temple, and would not proſtrate himſelf to the graven im- 
age of every raſh idolater, who wiſhes to make an idol of him- 
ſelf. In this temple, ſaid he, we may repel innovations as from a 
tower which has ſtood the ſhock of time, and the brunt of many 
a ſtorm, and you ſhould arreſt the daring hand that attempts to 
pick a ſtone away, the loſs of which may bring the whole in ruins 
on your heads. 

olonel Maſſey (of the county of Limerick,) ſaid, that that 
county had inttructed him to ſupport in parliament, a bill for 
the more equal repreſentation of the people. He did not, he 
ſaid, underſtand what the Honourable Gentleman, (Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon) meant, by ſaying, that he had converſed with the principal 
people of the county, and that they required no ſuch reform; for 
be had the honour to be inſtructed by a meeting, convened in a 
proper manner, and conſiſting of the moſt independent men in the 
county, who are of opinion, that ſuch a reform was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary z and as the Honourable Gentleman who introduced the 
bill, avowed it as his own act, and not the act of convention, he 
could ſee no objection to the receiving of it. 

Mr. Fitzgrbbon roſe to explain; he ſaid, that when he menti- 
oned the opinion of the moſt reſpectable gentlemen in the county 
of Limerick, he meant ſuch of them as he had the honour to con- 
verſe with on this ſubjeQ; but as to the county meetings, who were 
compoſed of truly independent and reſpectable men, he could not 
entirely rely on their opinion. There had, he ſaid, been two coun- 
ty meetings, at the leaft forry members attended, of that number, 
twenty-three were againſt any alteration of the conſtitution, and 
ſeventeen were for it; but the ſeventeen voted the twenty-three a 
minority, and fo carried their point. 

Mr. H/e/tby.—Though I have not received any inſtructions from 
the county I have the honour of repreſenting, relative to a par- 
liamentary reform, and though I hold myſelf implicitly bound to 
obey the inſtructions of my conitituents, yet I confeſs I ſhould 
have aſcribed little merit to myſelf in obeying them, on a queſti- 
on of this nature, which ſo cordially meets my warmeſt approba- 
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tion,—TI have been a delegate of that reſpectable convention, 
whoſe name has been fo frequently introduced by gentlemen cn 
the other ſide of the Houſe; I glory in the name, and hold my- 
ſelf more honoured by being appointed a delegate, by the unani- 
mous voice of every corps in my county, than if ſent into this 
Houſe by the means of any rotten and venal borough. The men- 
bers of the convention were gentlemen of extenſive landed pro- 
fart. and poſſeſſed of the firſt abilities; whoſe every wiſh was 
or the welfare of their country.—The name of volunteer has been 
this night undeſervedly reprobated in this Houſe ; but inevery un- 
influenced part of the kingdom, they are adored as the reſtorer 
of our long with-held rights. Gentlemen have ſaid, that they 
will not be intimidated into a meaſure z neither ſhall any kind of 
intimidation prevent me from declaring, that it is not to on Irifh 
Houſe of Commons, nor to a Britiſh miniſtry, that we are indebt- 
ed for our newly acquired immunities; for long had the diſtreſſ- 
es of Ireland, lain proſtrate at the foot of the Britiſh throne ; too 
long had our groans echoed within the walls of a Ericiſh court, 
nor did it once deign to liſten to our complaints, till thoſe, now 
reprobated men, the volunteers of Ireland, bravely demanded thoſe 
rights, which could no longer be with-held.— The volunteers 
little require my feeble tribute of praiſe; their own good conduct 
forms their beſt and nobleſt panegyric.—Notwithſtanding, Sir, | 
have been a member of that illuſtrious convention, yet I conſider 
myſelf as free, and unprejudiced as any member in this Houſe, 
to vote on the queſtion when it ſhall come before you; and how- 
ever warm a fitend I acknowledge myſelf to be to the principles 
of the bill, yet I by no means pledge myſelf to ſupport it in eve- 
ry ſtage ; but the unwillingneſs of gentlemen on one fide of this 
Houſe, to give this meaſure an impartial hearing, without at- 
tempting to advance any arguments againſt it, is to ine, if poſſi- 
ble, a ſtronger inducement to vote for its reception.—lIf there be 
any impropriety in it, let it be amended, The bill is open to fait 
reaſoning and unbiaſſed argument, for which the ſeveral readings 
will give ample opportunity. It is therefore almoſt ſuperfluous 'to 
— ſhall vote for receiving the bill. 

Mr. Cocte ſaid, that as every member was called upon to de- 
clare his ſentiments, he would expreſs his, though unprepared, 
and with a mind very unfit for ſpeaking, from the impreſſion of a 
recent melancholy event. That he did not conſider this merely 
as a queſtion, whether the Right Honourable Mover for the bill 
ſhould have leave to bring it forward or not ; if he conſidered it 
in that light, the reſpect and the regard which he had for the Ho- 
nourable Mover would ſecure his decided concurrence, That 
he conſidered this queſtion, of all others at this moment, the moſt 
important. It was no leſs, than whether the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the conſtitutional repreſentatives of the people, ſhall give 


energy and efficacy to the reſolutions of another afſembly, un- 
known to the conſtitution, It has bcen ſaid, that we can have 
no knowledge of the reſolutions of the convention. He aſked whe- 
ther there was an individual in this Houſe, or out of it, unleſs he 
keeping in darkneſs, or wandering in the light for three weeks, 
who does not know that the convention has been fitting in order 
to reform the conſtitution. That however expedient and adviſe- 
able it would be in ſome reſpects to make new regulations, a to- 
tal alteration of the conſtitution he never would conſent to. In our 
every change of it every man muſt pauſe, and recolle& that con- 
ſtitution was dearly purchaſed by the blood of our anceſtors; that 
he had the honour to be deſcended from one who ſhed his blood in 
defence of the conſtitution, and inheriting the fame principles, he 
would reſiſt what he thought an innovation of the conſtitution; 
he recollected a ſentiment of an excellent author, of Livy, the 
purport of which was this, that by puſhing our ideas of political 
reformation too far, we forfeit the merit of putriceifin we inflick 
on others the injuſtice we complain of ourſelves. Servitutem 
roh 3 aliis injungimus, tan uam aut facere aut pati injuriam 
t neceſſe, 

a Mr. Grattan declared himſelf decidedly the friend of a parlia= 
mentary reform. It has always been, faid he, my favourite 
object to increaſe by this means the power of the people. I am 
glad to inveſtigate this ſubject, let it come from what quarter it 
may; nor does its coming as it does, ſeem to me a queſtionable 
ſhape z neither do I ſee any thing to juſtify an oppoſition ro my 
favourite ſcheme. I love to blend the idea of parliament and 
volunteers; they have hitherto concurred in eſtabliſhing our 
conſtitution in the laſt parliament, and I hope they will do it in 
the preſent. I recommend, therefore, an union between parlia- 
ment and the illuſtrions body of volunteers, which union it ſhall 
be the ſtudy of my life to preſerve. 

The Præreſt ſaid, that he repreſented a great and independent 
city, in which there were 10,000 inhabitants, and that he there- 
fore thought his ſentiments deſerved attention on a ſubje& of 
this nature; that he was not intereſted to take a part againſt the 
preſent queſtion, having no influence in any borough in the 
kingdom, nor any connection with any man who had; that if 

oughs were opened, his influence muſt increaſe from the na- 
tural weight of the property which he poſſeſſed. He deſited to 
remove out of the debate, a matter totally foreign from it, which 
had been improperly introduced; he meant the additional ap- 
pointments propoſed to be given to the Lord Lieutenant and his 
principal Secretary, that the propoſition had not originated with 
adminiſtration, and had not been ſupported by it; that his 
Excellency had given the moſt decided and explicit negative, 
and that it was well known, that he had not attended the Houſe 
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when the ſubject was diſcuſſed, and had diſdained to take any 
part in it either in public or private. 
He then adverted to the queſtion, and ſaid that no man had 
à higher reſpect for the volunteers than himſelf. That they had 
been juſtly called the ſaviours of their country. That he was 
very ſenſible that in the convention there were many gentlemen 
of the higheſt honour, the pureſt principles, and actuated by the 
moſt ardent wiſhes for the liberties of their country. He was 
ready to ſuppoſe that all the delegates had acted with the bet 
intentions z-but the queſtion of this night was whether their ardour 
had not, on the preſent ſubject, carried them ſo far as to in- 
fringe the privileges of that Houſe. That leave had been given 
in the laſt ſeſſion, to bring in ſuch a bill as was now delired. 
He had concurred in that meaſure, but the convention had taken 
this out of the hands of the Houſe of Commons, had appointed 
2 committee of their own to conſider the ſubject, had prepared 
2 bill; and had ordered three members of that Houſe to bring it 
in ; and that leave was now deſired to bring in that identical bill, 
that this fact had been affirmed on one fide of the Houſe, and 
not having being denied on the other, muſt now be taken for 
granted. He ſaid, the parliamentary mode of -proceeding on 
great ſubjects, was to appoint a committee to enquire into them, 
and to report their opinions to the Houſe, and on their report, 
to direct a bill to be prepared. That this was the mode adopted 
in a neighbouring kingdom on this very ſubje&, where the Right 
Hon. Mover propoſed two reſolutions ; the firſt importing, that 
a reform in the repreſentation of the people was neceſſary, 
the ſecond, containing his plan of reform, He was told that 
it was not candid to prepare the firſt, until the ſecond was 
agreed to, nor wiſe to make the people diſſatisfied with their 
eſent conſiitution, till he was ſure of giving them a better in 
its place. His candor yielded to this reaſoning. He failed in 
his ſecond propoſition, which he has ſince abandoned, and never 
brought forward his firſt, But in this kingdom, another body 
of men, reſpectable indeed, but unknown to the conſtitution, 
have ordered the committee, framed the bill, and direQed three 
of our members to bring it in. If this is allowed, other men are 
to exercife our functions, to deliberate, and to prepare meaſures 
for us; and it will be only left to us to carry their purpoſes into 
execution. That this conduct ought to be more cloſely inveſti- 
ted, becauſe it came from an armed body of men, who had 
at for the laſt three weeks in our capital, and had proceeded with 
all the forms of parliament, and here called the grand convention, 
while the great convention of the nation was now fitting. That 
if ſuch proceedings had been ever before attempted in any age 
or country, he called upon the gentlemen on the other ſide to 
produce the inſtance ;z and if they did, would undertake to ſhew 
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that ſuch proceedings had overturned the liberties of the country» 
where they had been allowed. He ſaid, conventions had been 
held im England, but that it never was done, but in inftances 
where a parliament could not be convened. He faid, wherever 
men in arms had interfered with the proceedings of parliament, 
the certain conſequence was, the ſubverſion of liberty. He 
mentioned, as one pu of a thouſand, that the parliamentary 
army in the time of Charles I. which had delivered their coun- 
try from _— did afterwards, by interfering with the buli- 
neſs of the Houſe, deſtroy the liberties which they had eſtabliit;- 
ed, and after turning the Houſe of Commons out of doors, intro- 
duced anarchy, and afterwards the inſtrument in reſtoring the 
old government, without ſimulation or reſtraint, and by their 
wild conduct the liberties of England would have been Iſt, if 
they had not been reſtored by the Revolution. He requeſted that 
gentlemen would weigh every part of this great hiſtorical fact, 
and compare it with their late and preſent ſituation, and reflect 
on the conſequences of allowing armed men to interfere in their 
buſineſs. He defired them to remember that excellent law among 
the Romans, which forbid any citizen to enter Rome in arms, 
and that the tranſgreſſion of that law had overturned the liberties 
of Rome. He acknowledged that the armed fpirit of the people 
had given ſuch vigour and efficacy to the laſt parliament, as to 
enable it to reſtore the liberties of Ireland; but the diſtinction 
lay here, where the rights of a nation had been invaded, aſſoci- 
ations of armed men were neceſſary to reſtore them; but theſe 
rights were now declared, acknowledged and ſecured, and if 
armed aſſociations interfered with parliament in ſettling the ſpe- 
culative points of the conſtitution, there was an end of liberty. 
For theſe reaſons, he ſaid, he ſhould give his vote againſt bringing 
in the bill, though hereafter he ſhould be for entering into the 
ſubject of more equal repreſentation, and going to the bottom 
of it. He faid, this was not a mere queſtion of adminiſtration; 
that the nation called upon government to ſupport the conſtitu- 
tion, and the privileges of parliament as an — part of it. 

He then adverted to the bill itſelf, and ſaid, that as the gentle- 
men who deſired to bring it in, had mentioned the import as rea- 
ſons for having leave to bring it in, he ſhould take notice of the 
different parts, to ſhew that leave ought to be refuſed. He ſaid, 
a3 to a general regiſtry of freeholders, he agreed in opinion; but 
that a bill had been already brought in for that That 
4s to triennial parliaments, he was decidedly againſt them, be- 
cauſe the ſeptennial bill in England had eſtabliſhed the Hanover 
family on the throne, becauſe the octennial bill had reſtored the 
liberties of Ireland, and becauſe a ſhorter limitation would ruin 
the trade and manufactures, and deſiroy the morals of our people. 
He was againſt giving votes to leſſees fut years, becauſe it would 


. 
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be a departure from a material part of the conſtitution ; and that 
he was againſt the» extending the franchiſes of ſmall towns to 
leaſcholders, becauſe it would infringe on the rights of men who 
acquired their titles by birth and ſervitude, by being themſelves 
merchants ard manufacturets, or by being deſcended from thoſe 
who are ſo, and becauſe extending thoſe franchiſes to freeholders 
would increaſe the eriftocratic weight. But to ſhew gentlemen 
that he was 2 real friend to the reform, he would tell them what 
he was ready to agree to: That all 40% freeholders ſhould be 
aboliſhed, and all freeholders ſhould be regiſtered z that the in- 
famous mode of buckaneering ſhould be prevented, and every 
candidate for any Conteſted place to be {worn at the huſtings, 
that he would not ſuffer it ; that he would not bribe, &c. and that 
he ſhould ſwear at taking his ſeat, that he had not done fo; that 
all bye-laws limiting the franchites of freemen, or giving the 
power of admiſſion to one part of a corporation ſhould be aboliſh- 
ed, and that a committee of election ihould, on every trial, be 
required by law to have the charters laid before them, and to 
determine according to the ſpirit and intention of thoſe charters, 
any bye-law, act of parliament, cuitum, uſage, or length of 
time, to the contrary notwithſtanding; that by theſe means, in 
making only alteration in the {ſyſtem of election- laws, which 
he allirmed to be a very bad ſyſtem, you will emancipate molt 
of the boroughs in the kingdom. 

He then returned to the queſtion, and recommended it to 
gentlemen to be cautious in taking any part to diſunite the people 
of the kingdom. By diſunion we had been oppreſſed. He ſpoke 
from knowledge, that ſome of the bi!ls for the relief of our Roman 
Catholic brethren, had not been returned from England on the 
policy of drive Y impera—that he laboured to overturn the 
popery-laws, becauſe they had overturned the public liberty ; 
that he had been, in every place, one of the foremoit advocates 
for the diſſenters, becauſe they were at all times the firm aſſertots 
of liberty. By the union of men of all deſcriptions, Ireland is 
free. By diſunion, ſhe may ceaſe to be ſo. | 

He was happy to find that every man, on both ſides of the 
Houle, had ſpoken of the volunteers with the higheſt reſpect, and 
that ſome of the warmeſt advocates for the bill declared, that they 
would not conſider the bill as proceeding from the convention, 
as it is called, and the movers would not acknowledge that it 
had proceeded from that body. He therefore thought it ſhould 
be conſidered as the unanimous reſolution of the Houle, that their 
interpoſition was improper, He hoped theſe gentlemen, after 
having conferred with their friends, and communicated their fen- 
timents, would return to their habitations, and leave this great 


' meaſure in the hands of the repreſentatives of the people with 
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whom it originated, and who will, doubcieſs, give it the fulleſt 
confideration. . 

Major Deyle ſaid, - he vriſhed the bill to be received that it might 
be fairly rejected, for he thought it inconfiitent with che good of 
the nation, and incompetent to its purpoſes. 

[The queſtion was now loudly called for, it being near three 
o'clock in the morning of Sunday, when the Speaker ning to 

ut it 

44 e ſaid—I have often found when a queſtion cannot 
be controverted by fair argument, it is thrown out by a majority 
calling for the queſtion, but it is impoſſible for the mind of man 
to bend to mere matter, or to be tatisfied with ſuch conduct. I 
am aſked, is not this bill the order of ſome other aſſembly? I ne- 
ret received any order. I have examined with men of all ranks 
upon this ſubject, and all approve it; but what appearance of 
boftility or controul is there in the preſent application? Have 
the volunteers lined the ſtreets, or drawn up before your houſe ? 
No, they have given their opinion with all humblenets and de- 
ference to yours, and beg you will take it up. How could they 
more proſtrate themſelves at the feet of parliament ? This bill was 
moved a year ago, when there was no convention fitting; and 
wil you now reject it, becauſe men who ſometimes wear twords, 
and ſometimes wear none, approve it? The volunteers of Ireland 
ue a peculiar body of men, they are citizens as well as ſoldiers ; 
nor does their {kill and diſcipline, as ſoldiers, deſtroy their ſtan- 
chiſe as citizens. 

Mr. Daly—l confeſs I am aſhamed that the gentleman who 
made this motion ſhould not only evade giving an anſwer to the 
enquiry—** Whether it was the reſult of deliberations in the con- 
vention?“ but almoſt to deny it. 

Mr. Floed—1 ſaid, they were my own ſentiments. 

Mr. Daly—1 did not ſay they were not his own ſentiments 
wt] fay, they are more notoriouſly the ſentiments of the con- 
vention, whatever influence he might have had in forming them 
ad | ſay, that he brings them here by order of that body—and 
Hay, that while an armed aſſembly is ſitting in the capital, your 
&bate is not free. He fays, it is impoſlible for the mind of man 
' bend to mere majorities [Mr. Flood] I ſay to mere matter. 
Ve are told of the great moderation manifeſted by. the dele- 
gates, conſidering bow powerfully they are ſupported z but as I 
ad not oppoſe or ſcorn the volunteers, when weak, as I never 
vent to a county meeting, and with a contumelious aſpect, aſked 
the county was arrayed, and be anſwered, no; never turned 
My back upon them; neither will I now, when they are ſtrong 
nd mighty, turn my back to them; but I will meet them as a 
mend, and will ſay to them—You are advancing to anarchy and 
delnuction, 1 beſeech you retreat while you may with honour, 
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for there is a turbulent demagogue amongſt you, that urges voy 
to your own diſgrace. 
- It has been the misfortune of this country, that parliament 
has, in too many inſtances, for a while withſtood the wiſhes of 
the people, but has yielded in the end; the conſequence is, that 
the people are told by the demagogue—perſevere, and you will 
at laſt carry your point.—But this is the time to draw a line, and 
I do rely upon it—I pledge myſelf for the conſequence, that if 
— — act with hrmneſs, the people will be content; in x 
rt time they will deſpiſe the promoters of faction; and all their 
boaſted menaces will vanith in the air. 


But if parliament 


recedes one ſtep now, will fall into a gulph of inevitable deftruc. | 


tion. 
I am ſorry to have detained the Houſe ſo long at this hour, 
I would not have done it, but to requeſt gentlemen will not go 
away, as motions of great importance will be made as ſoon as thi 
is diſpoſed of. : 
- [The motions to which Mr. Daly alluded, were the reſolution 
propoſed by the Attorney General, and the addreſs by Mr. Co- 


nolly.] 
es a diviſion, there appeared. r 
For receiving the bill, — 49 
Againſt it — — 1 

After the motion was decided, Mr. Attorney General moved the 
following reſolution : 

Reſolved, That it is now become neceſſary to declare, that 
this Houſe will maintain its juſt rights and privileges againſt all 
encroachments whatſoever. | 

Ayes, — — I 50 
Noes, — — — 8 ; 

Mr. Thomas Conolly then made the following motion, which 
was carried unanimouſly : 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ms- 
jeſly, to declare the perſect ſatisfaction which we feel in the many 
bleſſings we enjoy under his Majeſty's moſt auſpicious govern* 
ment, and our preſent happy conſtitution z and that at this time 

we find it peculiarly incumbent upon us to expreſs our determin- 
ed refolution to ſupport the ſame—with our lives and fortunes. 


— — 


* „ 


Moxa, Decewses 1, 1783. 


Three money bills returned from the Lords, with their con. 
Ccurrence. * 

Ordered, that they be brought to the Lord Lieutenant, to be 
certified to Great- Britain. 


con. 


o be 


trade, and for granting to his Majeſty, 
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A petition of the working worſted weavers of the town and 
neighbourhood of Roſcrea, in behalf of themſelves and their very 
numerous brethren throughout the kingdom of Ireland, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth their diſtreſſes, ariſin 
from the large importations of foreign goods, and the unlimit 
exportation of the raw material, and that protecting duties would 
be the only means effectually to extend and improve the manu- 
factures of Ireland, and ſubmitting the premiſes to the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe. 5 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee 
appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the manufaQures of this 
kingdom, and what may be found neceſſary for the improvement 


thereof, and alſo into the quantity and value of the exports and 
imports of Ireland. | 


The Right Honourable John Feſter preſented to the Houſe, 

according to order, a bill for m—_— extending the tobacco 

is heirs and ſucceſſors, the 

duties therein mentioned z which was received and read a firſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 


Colonel Roſs preſented a petition of the inhabitants of Newry, 
ſetting forth, that the exorbitant prices obtained by the farmers 
laſt year have enabled them to keep up their produce for a high 
whe, to counteract which petitioners conceive it neceſſary to 
permit the importation of foreign grain, and that if the prices, 
bounties and duties were in this kingdom regulated by the hun- 
dred weight, it were better than referring to the meaſures of ano- 
ther kingdom, which are never uſed, and but little known in this 
country; and that the bounties and duties on oat-meal and oats 
— be regulated rather by the prices of the former than of the 
atter. 


Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe · 
ruſal of the members. 


— 


TutsSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1783. 


The names of the members were called over, and a committee 
choſen to try the merits of a petition, complaining of an undue 


election and return for the county of Cork, when the following 
gentlemen were choſen : 


Mr. Warburton, Mr. Bayly, 

Mr. Bourke, Hon. Mr. Taylor, 

Mr. Uſher, | Mir. Langriſhe, 

Mr. Creighton, a Mr. King, 

Mr. Montgomery, Sir Michael Cromie, 

Mr. Jackſon, Right Hon. Denis Daly, 
Mr. Hardy, | Right Hon. Thomas Cox. 
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Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer complained of a breach of privilege com- 
mitted by Mr. ſennimngs and John Muckleroy. They attended, 
and were called to the bar and examined, and ordered to attend 
to-morrow. 


A meſſage from the Lords by Mr. Juſtice Robinſon and Mr. Iuſ- 
tice Henn, that the Lords have agreed to an engtoſſed bill, ſent 
up by this Houſe, intitled, an act for regulating the ſugar trade, 
and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the du- 
ties therein mentioned, without any amendment; which bill the 
meſſengers delivered at the table with their meſſage. 

A meſſage from the Lords by Mr. Juſtice Robinſon and Mt. 
Juſtice Henn, that the Lords have zgreed to an engroſſed bill, 
ſent up by this Houſe, intitled, an act to promote the linen and 
hempen manufacture, by encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſeed, 
and encouraging the export of linens and fail cloth, and for other 
purpoſes therein mentioned, without any amendment; which bill 
the meſſengers delivered at the table with their meſſage. 

A meſſage from the Lords by Mr. Walker and Mr. Veſey, two 
of the maſters in chancery, that the Lords have agreed to the 
addreſs to his Majeſty, ſent up by this Houſe, and filled up the 
blank, by inſerting the words“ Lords ſpiritual and temporal,“ 
and have reſolved to attend his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
with the ſaid addreſs, with the whole Houle z and having ſent 
to know his Excellency's pleaſure when he will be attended with 
the ſaid addreſs, his Excellency hath returned an anſwer, in 
which he hath appointed Wedneſday the 3d day of December, at 
four of the clock, to be attended with the addreſs at the caſtle, 
and that the Lords intend to be there at that time. 

And then the meſſengers withdrew. 

Reſolved, That this Houſe, with their Speaker, will meet the 
Lords at the caſtle, at four of the clock, with the addreſs of both 
Houſes to his Majeſty, 


Ordered, That the Speaker of this Houſe do write a letter to 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the great ſeal of Great 'Britain, re- 
queſting that their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to make an hunble 
application to his Majeſty, deſiring that one printed copy of the 
records of pariiament, and alſo of the other valuable papers lately 

ubliſhed by the Houſe of Lords, may be delivered to Thomas 

Uis, Eſq; Clerk of the Houſe of Commons, and depoſited in 
the parliament-office for the uſe of the Houſe of Commons. 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, that the 
number of members who have not ſerved on ſelect committees in 
this ſeſſion is inſufficient to fulfil the purpoſes of the act, intitled 
An act to regulate the trials of controverted elections or returns 
of menibers to ſerve in parliament, reſpecting the choice of ſelect 
committee it was carried in the attirmative, | 


encre 
port © 
toned 
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Lord Kilwarlin moved, that a committee of the whole Houſe 
be appointed, to take into conſideration the petition of the Grand 
Canal Company. 5 

Mr. Fitzgibbon ſaid— The petition was to enable that company 
to open a communication from the Grand Canal to the Shannon. 
He ſaid, in the proſecution of their intended work they had a 
precipice to go down, and a hill to cut through. He ſaid, he 
ſhould oppoſe the appointing of a committee on this petition, 

Lord Kihvarlin withdrew his motion. 


A petition of the ſmall-beer brewers of the city of Dublin was 
received, and referred to a committee. 


Lord Delvin preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill for veſting certain lands and premiſes therein mentioned, part 
of the eſtate of the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Louth, in 
truſtees, for raiſing a ſum, not exceeding 60, oool. by ſale or mort- 
gage of a competent part thereof, to be applied to the purpoſes 
therein mentioned; which was received and read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 


| Ordered, That the Right Honourable John Foſter do attend 

| his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with an engrofled bill, in- 

tiled an act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to 

bis Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein menti- 

oned, and deſire that the ſame may be certified into Great Bri- 

— 1 to the act for that purpoſe, and then returned to this 
ouſe. 

Ordered, That the Right Honourable John Foſter do attend 
bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with an engtoſſed bill, in- 
titled an act to promote the linen and hempen manufacture, by 
encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſeed, and encouraging the ex- 
a port of linens and fail cloth, and for other purpoſes therein men- 

tioned, and deſire that the ſame may be certified into Great Bri- 


> purſuant to the act for that purpoſe, and then returned to this 
ouſe, 


Lord Delvin—lI move that the ſeveral goalers in this kingdom 
do make returns of all- ſuch perſons as are now confined in their 
teſpective priſons for debt. 


$ The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for faci- 
itating the trade and intercourſe between this kingdom and the 
United States of America; and after ſome time — therein, 
Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and the Right Honourable John 
Colter reported from the committee that they had gone through 
ze ſaid bill, and that he was directed to report when the Houle 
vill pleaſe to receive the ſame. 


Ordered, That the report be received to-morrow morning, 


| . ] ¼n⁊ ̃ T 0. Eo. ie 
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Mr. Sheridan preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better pay. 
ment of the army, and their quarters within this kingdom z which 


was received and read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſe. 
cond time to-morrow morning. 


— ——— — 


WepNnesDay, Dzcruszx 3, 1783. 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, proceeded in the uſual form 
to nominate a committee for trying the Weſtmeath election. 


The Speaker having acquainted the Houſe that, purſuant to 
order, the addreſs of the Houſe to his Majeſty, deſired to know 
if, at their return, the Houie ſhould fit or adjourn until to-mor- 
row. 

The Attorney General, Mr. Fitzgibbon, and the Proveft were 
for adjourning, on account, they ſaid, of the late hour it would 
be to enter upon a very important buſineſs [Mr. Molyneux's mo- 
tion of propoſing an abſentee tax in the committee of ways and 
means, to be opened this day purſuant to order] after their retum 
from the caſtle. 

Mr. Feſter ſaid, that there was a money bill and other buſineſs 
depending, and he wiſhed the abſentee affair diſpoſed of as ſoon 
as poſſible ; for that reaſon, therefore, he ſhould vote againſ the 


adjournment, 


Mr. Pelham was of the ſame opinion, 


Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs of both Houſes of Par- 
liament to his Majeſty, and that thereupon his Excellency was 
pleaſed to return the anſwer following : 

The expreſſions of duty and loyalty to the king, and of in- 
violable attachment to the conſtitution, contained in this addreſs, 
muſt have ſuch ſalutary effects at this time, that I ſhall feel pat. 
ticular ſatisfaction in tranſmitting it to be laid before his Ma- 


jeſty.” 
| Ordered, That his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer 
be entered on the journals of this Houſe, 


Right Honourable Denis Daly moved to withdraw the petition 


complaining of an undue election for the county of Fermanagh.— 
Granted. 


The titles of two petitions, one from the inhabitants of Belfaſt; 


and the other from the inhabitants of Down atrick, were read; 
and ordered to lie on the table, . ; 


b ik 5 


The Attorney General again beſought the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Molyneux) to poſtpone his promiſed motion until Friday, 
when there being no other buſineſs before the Houſe it would have 
a full diſcuſſion, 

Mr. Molyneux ſaid, it was worthy of remark that gentlemen 
who lately prefied a moſt important queſtion at three o'clock in 
the morning, now thought ſix in the evening too late an hour: 
The buſineſs, ſaid he, I have to propoſe all gentlemen have ſuf- 
heient notice of, and if they will not attend to it, it is not my 
fault. I have already twice poſtponed it at the deſire of the Houſe 
it has gone abroad that I want to get rid of it, and it has indeed 
ſuch an appearance; longer delaying it will be a ſtigma on the 
Houſe, He therefore entreated the Houſe to let the order of the 
day for entering into a committee of ways and means take place, 
that he might therefore make his motion. 

The Attorney General petſiſting in his oppoſition, moved, that 
the order of the day for entering into a committee of ways and 
means be diſcharged. 

The queſtion being put, there appeared 

Ayes, — — 64 
Noes, — _ — 42 

eſs Majority for diſcharging the order of the day, 22 

* The Attorney General then moved, that the committee of ways 
and means fit on Friday next, —Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Feſter gave notice, that, to-morrow, the Houſe would fit 
in committee on the tobacco bill, in which ſome clauſes of the 
laſt importance were to be introduced. 

Mr. Corry ſaid, he hoped there would; and aſked if the act of 
navigation, which precluded the entry of American commodities 
from other countries than America, was to be of force or not ? 

3 No anſwer was given. 
rel, 


Ma- 
hs THursDay, DecewmBrr 4, 1783. 


On a motion of Sir Hercules Lanpri e, that John Jennin 
who had been ordered into cuſtody | 9 — 
coach horſes belonging to Sir F itzgerald Aylmer, Bart. be diſ- 
charged, as he has given every ſatisfaction in his power to Sir 
Fitzgerald Aylmer; he was diſcharged accordingly. 


Went into a committee of the whole Houſe on Lord Lowth's 
bill, Lord Delvin in the chair. 


Went through the ſame, paragraph by paragraph. 
Lord Delwin reported, and the bill was ordered Ro be engroſſed. 


cel - 
at- 
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Mr. F:fter moved, that the committee of ways and mean: 
ſhould be impowered to infert a clauſe in the tobacco bill, foi 
bonding the duties. , He obſerved, that as America promi ſed to 
be a great mart of trade, and a very great communication he 
hoped. would be between that country and this, and as the du- 
ties in England, on the importation of tobacco, are bonded, he 
thought it but proper, that the Iriſh merchant ſhould be put on 
the tame footing as the Engliſh merchant, 

Sir John Parnell ſaid, he did not approve of the intended 
clauſe : Bonding the duties was attended with many inconve- 
niencies, and a great riſque was run on the part of the revenue, 
and there were near 30,000/. due by bonds, for the duties on 
tobacco. There could be no inconvenience to the merchant, he 
ſaid, as a diſcount of 7 per cent. was allowed for prompt pay- 
ment. He was for poſtponing the clauſe for three months. 

Mr. Hartley obſerved, that in England, which is a wealthy 
country, bonds were permitted to be taken, and it would be hard 
that the ſame advantage ſhould not be enjoyed by the merchants 
in Ireland—a country ſo very inferior to England in point of 
riches. He obſerved, that though a penny a pound (the duty 
that muſt be paid in cali on every pound of tobacco) might 
appear to be but a ſmall matter, yet it would amount to 8000. 
in the cargo of a veſſel of about 200 tons: and how diſtreſſing 
muſt it be, if the remaining eleven pence a pound was to be 
hkewiſe paid for in ready money? But there was another rea- 
ſon why bonding the duties ſhould be adopted : America will look 
on this country to be averſe to entering into a cordial reciprocity 
of trade with her, if the ſees ou advantages held out by Eng- 
land; and he ſaid he was for eſtabliſhing the precedent in the 
firſt inſtance, that it might operate abroad to our intereſt, 
Mr. Corry faid, that gentlemen had aſſerted, bonding the duties 
would be attended with great inconvenience and ritque to the 
revenue; but it did not ſtrike him in that light; are not regular 
accounts of the entries kept, and duplicates lodged in different 

offices? If you did not agree to bond the duties, the Iriſh mer- 
chant would be on a worſe footing than the Engliſh mer- 
chant and how can you reconcile that to the emancipation of 
your trade, by which the trade of both countries ſhould be put 
on an equal footing ? And ſure the advantage of the Iriſh mer- 
chant ſbould be regarded and well attended to. If you refuſe 
to bond the duties, America will look on this meaſure in an 
inimical view, and will not heſitate to declare that there is 2 
difinclination in the part of Ireland, to trade with America. 
You will preclude many great advantages; for in a little time, 
Ireland would become the ſtote-houſe for the tobacco from 
America, | 
Sir Jobn Parnel ſaid, the Iriſh merchant was already on a 
bettet footing than the Engliſh merchant; as the duty on tobacco 
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was one-fourth leſs than in England; it being 164. a pound duty 
here, He declared himſelf a warm friend to the merchants of 
this kingdom, and he was firmly of opinion, that the intereſt 
of the revenue, and the intereſt of the merchants were inſepa- 
table. 

Mr. Feger ſupported the clauſe. No objection was made to it 
on any other principle than inconvenience, but was there no office 
to record theſe bonds 1a, and was there no compelling the col- 
lectors to account for the bonds? 

The Solicitor General ſpoke to the ſame effect. 

Sir Jahn Parnel finding it to be the ſenſe of the Houſe that 
the clauſe ſhould be inſerted, ſaid he would acquieſce, 

Mr. Man Maſon begged it might not be underſtood, that the 
ſum of zo, oool. was due by collectors on account of tobacco; 
there are only bonds in their hands to that amount, and there 
was an allowance of 7 per cent. to the merchant for prompt 
payment. 


Mr. Holmes, after deſcribing the lamentable fituation of the 
priſons in this country, moved that an addreſs be preſented to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting he would be pleaſed 
to order the judges of aſſize to report the ſtate of the different 
priſons, —Agreed to. 

Mr. David Latouche moved for leave to bring in a bill that all 
monies, ſecurities, &c. now in the hands of the officers belong- 
ing to the different courts, be lodged in the national bank, and 


for making compenſation to ſuch officers as may be affected 
thereby. 


Committee of the whole Houſe, on the tobacco bill, Mr. Foſter 
in the chair, 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, a doubt had ariſen with many gentlemen 
that the navigation act did not affect this kingdom; and if Great 
Britain is allowed to export her ſuperfluous tobacco to this king- 
dom, it would be very hard that the ſame privilege ſhould not 
be enjoyed by Ireland, 


Mr. Maſon ſaid, there was no doubt but the navigation act 
was in force here. 


bn — 


FartDay, DECEMBER 56, 1783. 


Committee of trade ſat, Mr. Gardiner in the chair, examined 


Mr. Ball of Werburgh-ſtreet, reſpecting the ribbon manufacture 
of Ireland. 


The Speaker having taken the chair, the defaulters were diſ- 
charged out of cuſtody. | 
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The order of the day was read for receiving the report of the 
committee on the tobacco bill. | 

The Speaker was then proceeding to repeat the amendments 
entered into by the committee, and to put the queſtion that the 
Houſe do agree to the ſame, when | 

Mr Corry roſe—he ſaid the preſent bill was an object of the 
firſt magnitude; he only begged leave to aſk a queſtion of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who had brought it forward—He 
aſked for information. It was imagined by ſome gentlemen, 
that the navigation act was not in force in this kingdom; he 
wiſhed therefore to know, whether this bill was to give a power 
to England to ſend tobacco into this kingdom, which ſhe, under 
the conſtruction of that, would not receive from us. 

Mr. Fofter replied, that when the preſent bill was firſt intro- 
duced, an Honourable and ReſpeQable Member (the repreſent: 
tive for this city) had ftarted an objection, there had been alſo 
a petition from the Chamber of Commerce; they apprehend 
that this bill was giving a power to England to ſend tobacco into 
this kingdom, though ſhe denied us the like privilege of export- 
ing our tobacco into her ports; and gentlemen would remember, 
that in 6rder to obviate that difficulty, he had propoſed a clauſe 
that ſhould perfectly explain it, which was provided, neverthe- 
leſs that nothing herein contained ſhould be conſidered as au- 
thotiſing the importation of tobacco, otherwiſe than as it was 
now authoriſed by law. The Honourable Gentleman did not 
chuſe to have this amendment inſerted, and he muſt refer to 
that gentleman for the anſwer to the queſtion which had been 

by his Honourable Friend. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, that under the conſtruction of the navigation 
act, Great Britain had refuſed to receive tobacco from this king - 
dom, though we continued to take it from her : The conſequence 
was, ſhe found a market for her redundancy, while we, when 
we had an overplus, had no place to ſend ours into. This was 
highly injurious to the Iriſh merchant. He thought, as Great 
Britain was mentioned in the bill, it was giving, by implica- 
tion, a right to Great Britain to ſend tobacco into this country, 
while ſhe refuſed a ſimilar indulgence, than which nothing could 
be more unfair, or militate more againſt the idea of equality. It 
is true he did not agree with the amendment propoſed by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, becauſe many very reſpectable 
members were doubtful whether the navigation act was in force 
in this kingdom; but he had an amendment to propoſe, which, 
he believed, would anſwer, and that was this—provided nevet- 
cheleſs that nothing in this act contained ſhould be conſtrued to 
allow the importation of any tobacco from Great Britain, other 
than the allows from Ireland This was perfectly fair; he wi 
not much uſed to drawing up parliamentary reſolutions z be 
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would not therefore inſiſt upon the particular mode of wording 
it, but that was the ſenſe it ought to purſue. 

Mr. Huſſey entered largely into the navigation ad; he conſidered 
it as a matter of lictle importance whether it was law in this 
kingdom or not; it was deligned to give every advantage to 
England, Ireland, Wales and Berwick upon Tweed. By ſome 
chance in the renewal of that act, Ireland was not particu- 
larly named, but the obvious meaning of the law was to give 
an advantage to theſe kingdoms in the trade of the Britiſh colo- 
nies. Ireland, at the time this act was made, was by no means 
conſidered as an alien kingdom, though now ſhe was looked upon 
as ſuch by Great Britain, and upon that ground, the tobacco 
of theſe ports were not received in hers. He objected to the 
amendment formerly propoſed by the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man, becauſe it was making the revenue officer the judge of 
what was law, and what was not; it was leaving him to decide 
whether we ought to take tobacco from England by a conſtruc= 
tion of the law, though that kingdom, upon a conſttuction of the 
ſame law, refuſed to receive it from us, and looked upon us as an 
alien kingdom z he would therefore agree to the amendment of his 
Honourable Friend, —Mr. Huſſey diiplayed much legal know- 
ledge, and we have only to lament that he ſpoke fo extremel 
low, it was impoſſible for us to give an accurate recital of his 
argument, which would have done him much honour, and given 
us the greateſt ſatisfaction ; the above is, however, the ſub- 
ſtance of what we could hear. | 

Mr. Corry ſaid, the bill was of greater conſequence than gen- 
tlemen perhaps at firſt ſight imagined. It appeared at firſt view 
as if it was a queſtion relative to the intereſt of the tobacco 
merchant alone; as ſuch, it was of weight, but if that Houſe 
ſhould imagine it was confined to that ſimple point, they were 
much miſtaken, No, it involved in it the fundamental ſyſtem 
of our tradez it was to eſtabliſh whether Ireland ſhould take 
advantage of her geographical ſituation—whether Ireland ſhould 
become the emporium of the world—conſidered as ſuch, it was 
a queſtion of the firſt magnitude. He was conſcious of the lit- 
tle knowledge he had in matters of trade, he knew his inabilities z 
he was not even accuſtomed to take as much ſhare in their 


debates, and therefore not as well uſed to ſpeak in public as 


he ought to be, from the length of time he had been in parlia- 
ment, he therefore hoped the Houſe would ſhew him ſome in- 
dulgence z and he would to God ſome of the Right Honourable 
Gentlemen on the treaſury bench would ſee it in the light that 


he beheld it in. He had not conſequence ſufficient in that Houſe, 


and he knew ſometimes a degree of conſequence was neceffary z 
he had not therefore propoled any amendment, he had only 
aſked a queſtion of the Right Honourable Gentleman who had 
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introduced the bill, to that queſtion the gentleman had given no 
anſwer, but had refexred him to another; he could ſee that if 
the bill paſſed thus, the revenue officer of England would, un- 
der an interpretation of the navigation aR, refuſe to receive the 
{ame commodities from this kingdom, which this kingdom un- 
der the conſſtuction of the ſame act, permitted to be imported 
here from Great Britain. This was to convert the channel of 
trade to England; though when our weftern fituation was con- 
ſidered, when the advantage of our inſurance, freightage, and 
almoſt every other naval benefir was ſo much more in favour 
of this country, infinitely ſuperior to what England enjoys, there 
cannot be a doubt but that this country will, in time, be the 
emporium of the world, if you are likewife to take care to 
form, at the beginning, a proper ſyſtem. 
Mr. fer ſaid, he allowed the queſtion the gentleman alluded 
to, which was, if he underſtood right, whether Ireland ſhould 
receive commodities from England of the growth of Aſia, Africa 
and America, though England refuſed to receive thoſe commo- 
dities from us; if that was the queſtion, he acknowledged with 
the Honourable Member, it was indeed one of the firſt magni- 
tude, but he did not think that queſtion was now before the 
Houſe z that would come on poſſibly by itſelf, but no bill ever 
was more groſsly miſunderſtood than the preſent. He had al- 
ready declared a decided opinion, that it was unfair in England 
to refuſe thoſe commodities from us, and whenever that queſtion 
came before the Houſe, as far as his poor voice would go, he 
would ſtrenuouſly ſupport the rights of Ireland. Did gentlemen 
then imagine, that after having made ſuch a declaration, he would 
introduce a bill which ſhould militate againſt it. Would gentle- 
men have faith for once--would they do him the juſtice to be- 
lieve his aſſertion—had the Honourable Member who objeQed 
to the bill, read that bill? Here he pauſed and received no an- 
ſwer.] The Honourable Member has not then read the bill; 
he is arguing upon a matter which he has not made himſelf 
acquainted with, If it is imagined that there is any thing in this 
bill, which can by implication be conſtrued to do away the na- 
vigation act, I am ready to make the amendment formerly pro- 
poſed; I think it much better than that mentioned by the Ho- 
nourable and Reſpectable Repreſentative for the city of Dublin, 
and for this reaſon, becauſe it will then leave the main queſtion 
Juſt in its preſent ſtate. But what will his do? totally deſtroy 
the very principle he wants to eſtabliſh ; by making one excep- 
tion, you allow the right of importing every other article ; be- 
| ſides, do gentlemen recolleQ, that the preſent bill is only to con- 
tinue in force for fifteen months; and is the great ſyſtem of our 
trade a matter to be introduced into a bill of ſuch ſhort dura- 
tion? No, it ſhould be in a bill that was to be permanent—tha: 
was to ſtand for ever the charter of our commerce, 
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Secretary Pelham thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words, leſt 
ſhould he be filent, it might be imagined he agreed with the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ; he certainly did 
not agree with him—he did not take this to he a queſtion whe- 
ther the navigation act was to be conſtrued the ſame way here 
as in Great Britain, It was merely whether this kingdom would 
ſuffer tobacco to be imported here from England, as has formerly 
deen the caſe, or not? As to whether England will take to- 
bacco from you, that muſt be determined in another place z this 
ſeems rather an hoſtile meaſure, and would be better left to 
the interference of miniſters, 

Mr. Litegibben ſaid, the amendment mentioned by the Honour- 
able Gentleman, was nonſenſical and abſurd—it was to ena, 
that no tobacco ſhould be received into this kingdom, but the 
very ſame which had been exported into England from this coun- 
try; that was in fact ſaying, we will not import tobacco from 
England, which is not carried over there by tome gentleman in 
his tobacco-box, and which, when he returns, he may poſſi - 
bly bring back. This was abſurd, and downright nonſenſe. 

Mr. Corry anſwered, that the gentleman had full liberty to call 
the amendment as he had mentioned it, nonſenſical and abſurd, 
becauſe the nonſenſe was his own—it was not the amendment pro- 
poſed by his Honourable Friend z had he looked into that, he 
would have found that the amendment was, that no tobacco ſhould 
be imported from Great Britain into Ireland, other than ſuch as 
may be exported from Ireland into Great Britain. A Right Ho- 
nourable "4 had aſked him, did he read the bill; to that 
he could anſwer, that while that Right Honourable Member, and 
other Right Honourable and Honourable Members went up to the 
caſtle with an addreſs, which he wiſhed had never been voted— 
which he thought ought not to have been carried, and which 


[Here he was called to order by Mr. Fifer, as cenſuring the ma- 


jority of the Houſe of Commons, in ſaying an addreſs, voted 
by them, ought never to have been voted nor carried.] 

Mr. Foſter was called to order by Sir Henry Cavendiſh, who 
laid it was very wrong to put words in gentlemen's mouths, 
which they had not ſaid, and then to call them to order. The 
Member had only ſaid, he wiſhed it had not been voted—he 
thought it ought not to be carried——This was perfectly in 
order. | 

Mr. Feſter was happy, he had miſtaken the words, and was ſure 
the gentleman would, himſelf, be glad that he had called him to 
order, as others near him had miſtaken him alſo. 

Mr. Corry ſaid, he had a right to deliver his opinion upon any 
meaſure, even though it had paſſed the Houſe, otherwiſe how 
could he animadvert on the conduct of any miniſter; and he would 
animadvett on the conduct of miniſters he would probe them 
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inch by inch till he got to the bottom of their actions; and while 
the miniſter and others went up with the addreſs, which he wiſhed 
had never been voted, and which he thought ought not to have 
been carried, he employed himſelf in peruſing that bill; and when 
gentlemen conſider that theſe bills were hurried through the Houſe 
when only four or five members were preſent, he believed they 
would allow he had got all the information time would permit 
him; but that gentlemen might be well informed, he ——_ move 
for the further conſideration of it to be poſtponed 'till Tueſday 
next, and if that was carried, he would move that the bill might 
be printed. 

The Attorney General hoped it would not be put off for a mo- 
ment—it was a money bill, and muſt be paſſed before the 25th 
of December; but he was ſorry, when there was buſineſs of con- 
ſequence going forward, to ſee empty benches, and when nothing 
was to be done, the Houſe and galleries were crowded. 

Mr. Molyneux ſaid, he was to bring on his promiſed motion, 
relative to a tax on abſentees, and he was ſorry to hear the Right 
Honourable Gentleman call that buſineſs nothing; he thought it a 
matter of importance. | 

The Attorney General ſaid, he thought it of the greateſt impor- 
tance to this country, that it ſhould be ſpeedily and univer- 
Ally EPO (He was called to order by Mr. Mzly- 
Nen. ] 
», The queſtion, for adjourning the conſideration of the bill 
u_ Tueſday next, was then put, and negatived without a di- 
vinon. 

Mr. Molyneux moved to poſtpone it till to-morrow, and on 
a diviſion there appeared, 

Ayes, — — — 60 
Oes, _— _ * 119 

Mr. Hartley then moved his amendment, which was negatived; 

2 which the Houſe agreed with the committee on the whole 
ill. 


Mr. Burgh reported from the Leitrim committee, that the Right 
Honourable Theophilus Clements was not duly elected, and ought 
not to have been returned. A writ for a new election was or- 


dered. 


Mr. Molyneux roſe, and reminded the Houſe, that conſonant 
with their order of a former day, no other buſineſs was to pre- 
cede the diſcuſſion of the motion he propoſed ſubmitting to the 
conſideration of the Houſe. He had, he complained, been forced 
much againſt bis inclination, to poſtpone the buſineſs from day to 

day-it was a matter of too much magnitude to be thus frittered 
away. His Character was committed on the occaſion, and he 
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hoped it would not go abroad that the blame, in any reſpeR, lay 
with him. 

Mr. Parſons was, (though a friend to the principles of the bill) 
againſt the Speaker's leaving the chair, as he thought the time very 
improper for the diſcuſſion of ſuch a ſubjeR. 

Hon. I eſley Pole was a decided enemy to the principle itſelf — 
yet, as it had ſo often been defetred, and was of ſuch national 
importance, he was for taking the ſenſe of the Houſe on it now. 
He was therefore for the Speaker's leaving the chair, though when 
the buſineſs would be brought forward, he was determined to 
vote againſt it, 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. Foſter 
in the chair, 

Mr. Molyneux. I rife to introduce a queſtion of the utmoſt im- 
portance to this kingdom. This I have communicated to ſome 
gentlemen, who then expreſſed their warmeſt approbation of this 
meaſure. Before the buſineſs ſtood in need of their aſſiſtance, 
they were liberal in their promiſes of ſupport—now that it craves 
their aid, they refuſe it they ſay the time is improper. I would 
not have been ſo urgent with this buſineſs, had 1 imagined the 
committee of ways and means would have continued ſo long 
open. The bill I intend to have the honour to ſubmit to this 

ouſe, tends to remove a grievance long and juſtly a matter cf 
complaint. The noblemen and gentlemen, poſſeſſing large eſ- 
tates in this kingdom, but who ſpend their incomes in another, 
cannot be ſaid to contribute, in proportion to the property they 
poſſeſs, to the ſupport of the ſtate—You have it to chuſe whether | 
a general land-tax ſhall be adopted, equally affecting the inno- 
cent and guilty, or whether you will tax abſentees only. In all 
governments it 13, and ever was a maxim, to pay a part for the 
tecurity afforded to the remainder of men's properties. The ab- 
ſentees do not contribute their juſt proportion.—Allegizace and 
protection were always reciprocal, notwithſtanding the modes of 
exerciſing it may have differed. Feudal ſervices were firſt the 
„ of protection, and certain lands annexed to the kingly 
once. As the far greater part of the crown lands are alienated, 
and nothing of the feudal ſyſtem remaining, ſave the name, it 
is found neceſſary to have recourſe to general taxation for the ſup- 
port of the executive power; in the impoſition of which, the eaie 
of and advantages of the community ſhould ever be the land-marks 
—the charts to ſteer by. That this bill anſwers theſe ends, in 
my mind, requires no demonſtration. But beforel proceed, per- 
aut me to obviate one objection, which to ſome ſeems a itrong 
one, but in my opinion a mere phantom, Gentlemen, vir, ſay, 
that an abſentee tax would . a land-tax A trifling objec- 
tion deſerves a trifling anſwer. I will therefore ſay, it would 
have that effect as much as a tax on ſoap, or any other commo- 
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dity.—Another objection, and in my mind a much more ſorci- 
ble objection, is, it will lefſ>n the value of lands, This objection, 
were jt well founded, would be unanſwerable: but, Sir, it will 
have no ſach effect; on the contrary, by compelling the reſidence 
of gentlemen of landed property, who now expend large ſums of 
money, extracted from the vitals of this exhauſted country, in 
foreign parts, the circulation of money will give ſuch life and vi. 
gour to agriculture and manufactures, as will not fail to raiſe 
the rents. And'ſurely it will not be afirmed that eſtates will 
not fell in proportion as they may ſet. In England there is a ge- 
neral land-tax, and vet we find very few inſtances of people 
who do not chuſe purchaſing there in preference to this kingdom. 
Ahe money that abſentees ſpend in foreign parts, if circulated 
here would animate your manufactures. But is England the mar- 
ket for Iriſh eſtates ?—No. This law is equitable. —It is equita- 
ble and conſonant with every principle of juſtice, that abſentees 
ſhould pay the ſtate for the protection it affords thoſe funds— 
whence we have known ſome of them, by every kind of oppreſ- 
ſion, draw the hundred thouſands they ſpend in foreign coun- 
tries.— The honour of our country requires this meaſure at our 
hands. The infancy of our commerce demands it, and natural 
juſtice requires it. Let us do ſomething to induce abſentees to 
come among us.—Let us not, as we have already.baniſhed the 
poor, now baniſh the rich. But it has been faid, that this tax 
will ſtrike at liberty: ſhall we condemn a poor thief who robs a- 
nother of a ſingle thilling, and ſuffer the plunderer of his country 

to eſcape with impunity ? Formerly an objeRion might be drawn 
againſt tlis tax, from the flavery of this country; but thanks to 
the ſpirit cf the people, thanks to the armed patriots of the land, 
this ſlavery no longer exiſts—Let this alteration in our circum- 
ſtances beget an alteration in our meaſures. Let us impoſe this 


tax—it is equitable, and will be found A1 but as all the 


expences of the year are already provided for, let this tax be ap- 
propriated to the payment of your national debt, or ſubſtituted in 
lieu of ſome other that leans oppreſſive on the poor, and ought 
to be on that account taken off, I therefore moſt humbly move 
the committee may come to the following reſolution : ** That 
it is the opinion cf this committee, that a tax of 45, in the pound, 
to be deducted from all ſums Temitted to perſons having eſtates 
in this kingdom, and not reſiding therein fix months in each year, 
would be highly advantageous to the kingdom, provided that the 
ſame ſhall not affect mortgages or judgment debts. 

Mr. Marcus &eresferd ſaid, he would not revert to any period 
of the feudal ſyſtem, nor trace. the progreſs of original ſociety, 
bur ſpeak to the argument on the ground it ſtood. They were 
told that the poor were racked and opprefſed by the agents of 


abſentees; and to ſoften theſe abſentees into benevolence, they 
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were to be heavily taxed. But ſurely, if men could be allowed 
to reaſon from natural conſequences, this mode would have the 
very contrary effect, as the you would be thereby doubly op- 
preſſed, to reimburſe the loſs occaſioned by this taxation. The 
Honourable Mover of the meaſure, aſſerts, -** that you have it 
to chuſe, whether a general land-tax ſhall be adopted, equally. 
affecting the innocent and guilty, or whether you impoſe a tax on 
abſentees only.” Could his opinion, he ſaid, have any weight 
it ſhould be to decide, that neither of thoſe taxes were neceſſary. 
The ſupplies were already granted, and when adminiſtration de- 
manded no more money, it was a wantonneſs to force it on them. 
—Another principal argument had been advanced in its favour, 
which was its operating to compel the reſidence of abſentees. 
Some indeed, it might operate upon, in that ſenſe, but there was 
a wide difference between inducement and coercion, Were ab- 
ſentees to be induced to reſidence, or affection for the foil, by 
forming conventions, by raiſing diſcontents, by treating the le- 
gillature with inſult and indignity, and by attempting to alter the 
conftitution?—The general conduct of thoſe gentlemen, diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of oppoſition, could not incline abſentees to 
this national preference, when ſuch a picture of ruin was held out 
through the national debt, and a land-tax propoſed at the fame 
moment, Beſide the jealouſy that tax would occaſion, it would 
evidently have a ruinous effect, in leſſening the value of land, and 
being oppreſſive to thoſe whom neceſſity of occaſion, want of 
health, the ſtudy ofthe law, or other contingent circcumſtances 
might call to England; nor would it fail to be cruelly oppreſſive 
to thoſe tenants who by leaſes were bound to pay all taxes, — 
For theſe, and other numerous reaſons, he would vote againſt 
the tax, | 

Sir Febn Blaguiere. I am the decided friend of this tal have 
ever been ſo, as I think it would be highly advantageous to this 
country—but was I an enemy that wiſhed to overturn it, I would 
take the very means the Honourable Gentleman has done ; I. 
would have waited till an Honourable Member of great ability, 
who was pledged to ſupport the tax, and whoſe powerful elc- 
quence had been exerted in its favour, had left the country; I 
would have waited till all the ſupplies were granted, and till mi- 
niſters had no apology to lay on new burdens—till I ſhould be 
ſure it would meet a negative in England. I would have defer- 
red it to a time when the protecting duties, on which the future 
welfare of this country depends, were to be brought before par- 
liament, and then to ſour the minds of men reſident in another 
country, I would bring in u bill and deſtroy both; and if I 
was an enemy to the bill, I would propoſe it in the words 
of the Honourable Gentleman, though a fimple propoſition 
would have been more effectual - but I am a friend to the prin- 
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ciple of the Honourable Gentleman's motion, and I Tament that 
this day will be fatal to it. It comes before the committee with 
inauſpicious omen; it has been twice deferred—firſt, becauſe the 
Honourable Mover, was not ready—then becauſe bis powerful 
friend had been fatigued at the Rotunda—and now, I ſuppole it 
comes on becauſe he is gone to England, Yet ſuch is my pre- 
dileQion for it, that even under theſe inauſpicious omens I will 
vote for it; but firit I muſt intreat leave to ſtate to the Houſe 
what happened when it was formerly agitated. 

When I had the honour to be a miniſter here, I conſi- 
dered this tax as the favourite with cf the people; I thought it 
would be uſeful to the country, and indeed I never had heard a 
ſyllable uitered againſt it. Being therefore defirous to gratify the 
people in what would ſerve the country, I went over to England 
to ſolicit this as a boon from his Majeity's miniſters; ] made re- 
peated applications; I urged my ſuit with an indecent warmth, 
and perhaps with an unbecoming importunity; and it was at laſt 
conceded as the ultimatum, that it would be granted to Ireland, 
I returned full of joy to propoſe it; but when it had the misfor- 
tune to appear before the Houle as a meaſure of miniſters, the 
very gentiemen who before approved it, and who, I may ſay, 
ſent me ta ſolicit it, turned their backs upon it, Much danger 
was ſurmiſed—many arguments were found out: it was ſaid, 
there was a ſnake in the graſs, and I divided in a minority; for we 
were beat by 14. The next day an Honourable Gentleman pro- 

ſed a reconſideration of it, I ſuppoſe becauſe he had not on a 
ormer day diſplayed the ſum total of his abilities—but we were 
again defeated. I can pledge myſelf that had there not been a ma- 
Jority of 14, the miniiter of that day would have given the tax, 
though it would have overſet his adminiſtration. As to the af- 
ſertion that the tax is not practicable, it is unfounded ; you had 
the opinion of the then Attorney General, and ſome of the ableſt 
men of that day—that it was practicable, and with great fa- 
cility. 

I will vote for it now, though I think it is brought forward at 
an improper time: you have, as I mentioned before, important 
buſineſs to come on, and it would not be wiſe to ſet againſt you 
many of your friends, who reſide in England, nor is the ſtate of 
Ireland now what it was when this tax was propoſed. —You 
were then ſbackled, and it was right of you to hate your chains 
—but now you are free, and have it in your power to be great 
and happy. 

Mr. Gg/e.—lI oppoſed this tax in 1773, and I now oppoſe it 
on the ſame principle. If I was right then, I now ſtand on much 
ſtronger ground. Our ſituation is much changed ſince that time; 
jt might then, in ſome degree, have operated as a non importati- 


on has done, and compelled England to acknowledge our rights, 
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dut that neceſſity is now done away, by the conceſſions that have 
been made, and at this day it would be but a wanton act of hoſti- 
lity, if it was to have been the ultimatum of Ireland's demands. 
[am glad it did not paſs—but who could preſume to pledge 
himſelf chat Ireland would not have demanded more; there was 
then a riſing ſpirit in the nation, which has encreaſed ever ſince, 
and with it have encreaſed the nation's acquiſitions. 

am fatished of tie goodneſs of the gentleman's intentions who 
has introduced this tax. I own it 1s a popular ſubject, and at a 
haſty view, might charm him but I would rather ſee his talents 
applied to devite plans for making the proper advantage of our 
preſent ſituation, than to embrace remedies which were thought 
neffectual to relieve us when our ſtate was very different. 

Sir, I always oppoſed this tax on the principle of natural liber- 
ty, thought it would be a badge of ſlavery to reſtrain men from 
txing their kabitations where convenience or inclination point- 
ed. In deſpotic countries, one of the greateſt grievances the peo- 
ple complain of is, being obliged to atk the ſovereign's leave to 
z0 abroad yet it is propoſed in a free ſtate, to ſanctify by law, 
one of the greateſt evils complained of in deſpotic govern- 
nents. 

The writ ne exeat regnum is never iſſued but in caſes of high 
treaſon z if this law paſſes, it is iſſued to every man in the realm. 
| know indeed, tis faid, that a man may remove his perſon, leav- 
ng his property behind him, but it is indifferent to me whether I 
an detained by poverty or by chains. | 

If this law was to paſs, it would be a breach of public faith, 
andthe higheſt injuſtice to foreigners, who have purchaſed eſtates 
in this country, it would be to them a law ex poſt facto reducing 
the value of their purchaſe, 

Mr. Robert Jephſon,—l have not preſumption enough to think 
that I ſhould be able at any time, to do juſtice to a ſubject ſo ex- 
tenfive and complicated as this is; but in my preſent ſtate of 
health, I ſhould not be able to do juſtice, even to myſelf; there- 
fore ] ſhall ſay very little.—I riſe, becauſe I remember perfeQ- 
ly the deciſion of a former parliament about ten years ſince up- 
on this very meaſure, when it had every aid with which elo- 
quence could furniſh it; and the ſtrong arguments which then 


prevailed againſt it, are freſh in my recollection. Theſe ſeem to 


me to remain in their full force at this inſtant, with the addition 
of many freſh objections, which altered circumſtances and a re- 
ſtored conſtitution, have fince that time brought along with them. 
—But not to enter at large into arguments ſuch as theſe, that it 
2 tax that every tax, (eſpecially while unappropriared) is 
in ſome meaſure, a fund for miniſterial influence that it is im- 
politic to be laviſh without demand or neceflity, of reſources, 
wuich ſhould be reſerved for extraordinary emergencies—that this 
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is a partial tax upon the property of individuals, who not being 
— like abſentee placemen by the public, ought to be exempt 
rom pecuniary mulcts by the repreſentatives of the people that 
it is a national breach of faith, and a fraud upon all the purchaſer; 
_ of eftates in this kingdom hitherto, and a diſturber of every ſettle- 
ment, and that it would in fact diminiſh the fee ſimple value of 
the realm exactly in proportion to the quantum of the tax—that 
it is a harbinger, a kind of pioneer, which goes before to level and 
prepare the way for the introduction of a general land-tax—not { 
ſay, to enter into any of theſe arguments, 1 object to the mea- 
ſure, becauſe prima facie it appears to be an illiberal, a flavih 
and a diigraceful impoſition ; opprethve and unjuſt to thoſe per- 
ſons who are the objects of it, humiliating to the dignity of a 
great kingdom as this is, and utterly inconſonant to the tone and 
pirit of a free conſtitution. The place of a freeman's reſidence 
is one of thoſe exerciſes of his will in which he ought never to be 
reſtrained. I ſhouid prefer the optional abſence of any ſubjeR, zx 
I would of a gueſt or a companion, to his reluctant and repining 
abode with me. This idea of compelling men to reſide among us, 
by aibbling at their property, puts me 1n mind of the expedient 
of the owl, who bit off the feet of the mice ſhe had taught, that 
they might not be able to eſcape and run away from her. But 
. unfavourably as I think of this meaſure, and certain as I am, 
that the ſenſe of the Houſe will declare moſt powerfully again? 
it, I think it would be leſs ſevere now, than if you had adopted it 
a little ſooner. I mean, before parliament had puſhed back from 
that bar an attempt to eſtabliſh the moſt deciſive and intolerable 
tyranny that ever threatened to {ſubvert a free conſtitution. Had 
the attempt of laſt Saturday prevailed, you would have held your 
lives and properties like the ilaves of Conſtantinople, at the capri- 
cious pleature of your own Janiſſaries. If this ſeems to be going 
a little out of the way, I hope gentlemen will recollect that an 
Honourable Member on this very day, thought proper to repre- 
hend the conduct of one of the molt reſpectable majorities that 
was ever remembered in this Houſe, and that I ought to expect at 
leaſt equal indulgence when I vindicate the dignity of parliament. 
With reſpect to volunteers, I wiſh to be underſtood but as refer- 
ring to a late tranſaction, in all things beſides, no man reveres them 
more than I do. 8 | 
I hope there are many better expedients than mulcts and penal- 
ties, and coercive reſolutions, to keep men among us. Let a wile 
and public. ſpirited government be ſupported as it ought to be. 
Diſcountenance and repel innoyations, dangerous as they are fan- 
taſtical, which of late have made the tace of this kingdom a ſcene 
of tumult, confuſion and uproar. 
Let the moſt excellent and free conſtitution in the world be pre- 
ſeryed in its purity, Let the laws have reverence, and the peo- 
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ple ſecurity. Theſe are expedients better than coercion, and ſuch 


vill be the fruits of them. 

Colonel Hayes—As the Right Hon. Gentleman on the upper 
bench has ſtated thoſe objeCtions to this tax which I would bave 
done, though I cannot flatter myſelf I ſhould have ſucceeded fo 
well, I riſe only to give my approbation of the conduct of ſeve- 
ral noble abſentees, which has fallen under my own immediate 
obſervation 3 not to mention the two noble abſentees of the north, 
whoſe expenditures on public works may be ſaid almoſt to ſur- 
pa belief, I ſhould wiſh gentlemen to advert to the conduct of 
aright honourable baronet of the north of England, who came 
over to this kingdom—not for the purpoſe of encreaſing his rent- 
oll not by ſtrict valuations to raiſe his rent on à miſerable te- 
rantry, as the honourable mover deſcribes that of the abſentees 
to bez no, it was expreſsly to lower his rents. 

And here I ſhould be guilty of injuſtice, if I did not ſtate to 

ths Houſe the conduct of a late noble abſentee, from that county 
im particularly connected with: When a foreign enemy hovet- 
ed round our coaſts, in the moment of an expected invaſion, he 
ent 00/. towards arming and accoutering the Rockingham vo- 
lunteers 3 this is a circumſtance 1 am convinced will have weight 
with the honourable mover. His ſucceſſor, Earl Fitzwilliam, 
has not had an opportunity of exerciſing his liberality in the ſame 
Inez but he has not been unmindful of his country. When 
iſt lummer's ſcarcity reduced the poor to a very wretched ſtate 
ndeed, his agents, by his orders, diſtributed proviſions every 
market day; and this charity was not confined to the poor of his 
own eſtate, but thoſe round it ſhared equally, And thus his ex- 
imple and timely aſſiſtance prevented, I may ſay, an actual fa- 
nine. X - 
If the debate was more ſerious, I could adduce ſeveral weighty 
aguments in oppoſition : Among the reſt J ſhould fay, that fo- 
reigners never can be expected to venture their capital in a country 
where they have no permanent ſecurity : But as ] have heard no- 
ting yet in favour of the motion, I ſhall only now expreſs my 
«iſh, that we may be as nearly unanimous as poſſible in difſenting 
kom ſo deſtructive a meaſure, 

dir Richard Muſgrave—The honourable mover of this reſolu- 
ton, though not deep in years, ſeems to me deep in ſcripture, 
He appears perfectly to comprehend that text, . Give, that it 
may be given unto thee again z** for this day he cries out againſt 
profuſion, the next he adds to the enormous debt under which the 
nation totters, by loading the Chief Governor, againſt his will, 
with 4000/. a year additional duty. But the Hon. Gentleman, 
perhaps, wiſhes to lay a foundation for drawing the great abilities 
be poſſeſſes into exertion, to create an occaſion of future decla- 
Kations againſt the prodigality of corrupt miniſters and corrupt 
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majorities. One day he inveighs againſt maintaining an army fy 
the defence of this kingdom, againſt what he calls military ex. 
travagance 3 and the next is himſelf downright extravagant. 
But there can be no harm in this kind of proſuſion; it is done in 
a civil way. This indeed is a ſtrange kind of ceconomy— phe. 
nomenon of finance But, it will be ſaid, the tax is popular, 
if you do not vote for it your windows will be broke. I think 
the meaſure hurtful, and as I conſider myſelf a free agent, vil 
vote againſt it. I have many reaſons for this conduct, which 
would be too tedjous to enumerate here. I ſhall, therefore, only 
trouble the Houſe, with ſaying, that the adoption of a meaſure 
of this kind would be x clog on purchaſes, that the value of land; 
muſt fall conſiderably, and the wealth of this country muſt dimi. 
niſh in the ſame proportion. Inſtead of throwing obſtacles in their 
way, we ought at this time to allure Engliſhmen, by every fit 
and juſt method, to lay out their money among us. 

r. Brocke—T he impoſition of ſuch a tax, is contrary to every 
principle of the conſtitution—contrary to every principle of u. 
tural liberty. Can there be any thing more unjuſt, than to l 
ſuch an embargo as this on any man? Any thing more unter 
ſonable, than to prevent a gentleman, who may have cogent rec 
ſons for doing ſo, to live where it may ſuit him? His health nay 

vire it—h1s circumſtances may abſolutely demand it. Itisa 
pitiful, it is a mean kind of finance to ſelect any particular {:t 
of men as objects of partial taxation. It is abhotrent, from the 
honour—from the dignity—from the magnanimity of this free and 
independent country. When you were a nation of ſlaves, ws 
not this and ſome other partialities exerciſed here againſt certain 
deſcriptions of men, the main arguments uſed againſt your liben- 
tions? You are groaning for liberty at home, and yet you de- 
prive others of it.—If you wiſh we ſhould be juſt to you, firſt ſet 
the example, by ſhewing you can be juſt to others. 

Mr. Moſon— Though | believe the honourable gentleman who 
moved this reſolution to have been actuated by the pureſt prit- 
ciples, yet as it appears to me injurious to the intereſts of thi 
*nation, I will oppoſe it. This tax, if carried into execution, 
muſt be materially detrimental to the landed intereſt of the king- 
dom. It will leffen the value of land, and render mortgages in- 
ſecure z for the purchaſer or mortgager will make himſelt amends 
for the tax he is to Pays which maſt be ſeverely felt by the eller 
or mortgagee. It is for theſe reaſons, arid not becauſe it may be 
introductive of a land tax, or becauſe it may encroach on the l- 
berty of mankind, that I oppoſe it. By what methods the ho- 
nourable gentleman is enabled to raiſe the value of lands, by tat- 
ing them, I know not; but this ] know, when the public want 
any great ſum of money, it is not in this country 1t is ſought, 
but the monied men in England are the people applied to, wt 
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lone are able to furniſh it. What monied man in England will 
lay out his property in this country, either in purchaſes or mort- 
nges, if purchaſes and mortgages be inſecure ; which a tax of 
his kind, if carried into a law, would make them. Another 
ery alarming circumſtance will be the conſequence of ſuch a law. 
Eyery man who has money lent on mortgages, will forecloſe them, 
At the ſame time that this will bring a great quantity of land to mar- 
ket, it will deter a great number of people, who otherwiſe would 
buy, from laying out their money on them, and leſſen ſuch a quan- 
ity of ſpecie in the kingdom as will diſable many more. But for a 
moment let us ſuppoſe monied men among us, the interference of 
parliament, with private property, will deter them from purchaſing 
when it is uncertain how ſoonan act of the legiſlature may deprive 
them of a great part of the profits ariſing from their acquiſitions; for 
very WW though a gentleman may have determined never to become an 
' ts abſentee: himſelf, he does not know but his ſon may hereafter 
be one; he will therefore, when he purchaſes an eſtate, make 
ne: Uinſelf an allowance for the contingency; of ſuch an event. If 
rea- BN you paſs this law, lands will fall from 19 to 15 years purchaſe, 
may which will be a loſs of 10, ooo, oool. to the nation. In Lord 
t 134 WY Harcourt's adminiſtration, the very propoſal of this tax materially 
r ſet BY injured this country. I fear it will have the ſame effect at this 
n the dne, if we do not take particular care it ſhall not, It would, in 
ny opinion, be more wile to pledge the faith of parliament, that 
vn ſuch meaſure will be carried into execution. 
ertain Mr. St. George moved that 25, be ſubſtituted in place of 4s. 
ben Mr. Pole—Formerly the Iriſh abſentees fled this country, be- 
u de · ¶ ¶ auſe it was not free - becauſe no generous ſpirit would bear to 
oft (et I live among a nation of ſlaves. As this country is now indepen- 
dnt, and you are like to become a great people, many of thoſe 
geatlemen will return and teſide among you; but let them have 
- WY the merit of acting from inclination, and not from compulſion, 
fn Some of the abſentees have the greater part of their property in 
ution, Wl England, Would it not be the higheſt injuſtice to tax them for 
king- Wi reliding where they have the greater ſtake ? Is it not injurious to 
ges in- un the landlord, and not the tenant who derives under him, 
mend ud perhaps draws three times his income out of the lands? No 
e ſeller Bi proviſion is here made in favour of officers, who are daily endur- 
pay be Bi ing hardſhips, and riſking their lives in the ſervice of their coun- 
the 1-W ty. No proviſion in favour of thoſe truly noble members of the 
he h0-B ocher Houſe, who have ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by ta- through the courſe of the laſt war. You make them a grateful 
wan "turn truly for their ſervices ! A partial tax is a mighty hand- 
(ought, fome way of ſbewing your gratitude ! Many gentlemen are 
o, wh obliged from the narrowneſs of their circumſtances, to go abroad, 
many for recovery of their health. Will you tax theſe ?— 
Will you ſhew yourſelves ſuch enemies to natural liberty as to 
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2 to reſide among you, whether it is in their power 
or not . - 
Mr. Langriſhe—This tax will drive away many—will bring 
back none. Partial taxation I was always inimical to; if ther: 
be one, let it be genetal. This is a ſtep towards a land tax : | 
there be any ſuch in contemplation, why do not gentlemen 
ſpeak out? I will give it my hearty negative, as I conceive it 
will very much diminiſh the property of this country. It ſavour 
too much of American oppreſſion to gain my approbation. Every 
tax ſhould be equally impoſed. To tax one part of the commu. 
nity, without laying any ſhare on the remainder, is neither fair, 
honourable, nor juſt. | 
Mr. Weftby—1 will now vote, as I have done formerly, again 
| _ tax. I conceive it will very materially injure the landed in. 
ter 
Sir Fred. Flos As I have heard nothing like argument in favour 
of the motion I will give it my decided negative. But before I come 
to defend a much valued friend of mine, who has been unjuſt; 
alluded to, permit me to ſtate my reaſons for the vote I mean tu 
give; this meaſure is now unſeaſonable, for you have already 
voted the ſupplies ; your committee of ways and means has ſz, 
and will you give them more money than they require ? The cui 
rent expences of the year have been — provided for, and 
will you fall into the abſurdity of impoſing extraordinary taxation, 
without ſpecifying any one purpoſe to which it may be appro- 
iated ? This tax will ruin your credit, and lean hard on your 
h Janded property. What man will lend his money on mortgagesin 
this country? Will any one purchaſe an eftate ? This tax would 
tend to raiſe diſputes between the ſiſter king”>m and us, Il 
had no other reaſon, this alone would be to me a ſufficient ret 
fon for oppoſing it. It is not without indignation I frequently 
hear the laſt parliament diſreſpectfully mentioned in this Houſe, 
The laſt parliament ſhould meet far different treatment from this 
country they were its beſt friends: They reſcued our conſtitution, 
and reſtored out commerce they eſtabliſhed good and wholeſome 
laws, and deſerve to have their memory immortalized. Inſtead 
of employing ourſelves in futilities of this kind, we ſhould, like 
them, attend to the preſervatiory of our conſtitution, and improve- 
ment of our commerce: we ſhould provide for the hundreds cf 
manufacturers we ſee ſtarving in our ſtreets. Having thus fat 
aſſigned my reaſons for * this reſolution, permit me nov 


to vindicate my abſent friend. If he was preſent, he would not 
need ſuch an advocate as I am; he is able and willing to defend 
his public and private character. My honourable friend ſets ſuch 
aſperſions at defiance : they are falſe, as they are illiberal. 
Sir Jobn Blagidere faid, that he was ſo far from throwing any 
afperſions on the hononrable baroner's friend, that he meant to 
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compliment him. What he ſaid was, that if he was the greateſt , 
enemy to the meaſure, he would not wiſh it to be brought into 
the Houſe in a more improper time, than in the abfence of the 
honourable baronet's friend, who, on a former occaſion, had ſup- 
ported it with his great abilities. : 

Sir Frederick lle My honourable kinſman is not preſent. If 
he was, gentlemen would not be ſo well diſpoſed to attack him.— 
| admit, though I would ſtand forward his advocate, though near 
in connection, and dear in friendſhip, I am very little acquainted 
with his political principles. He might, at a former period, when 
this meaſure was propounded, have voted for it. The times then 
required it. Your privileges were not aſſerted, your commerce 
was not liberated. We had every reafon to conſider the people 
of Great Britain as our tyrants, But now that we know them to 
de friends—that we have one common intereſt with them—that 
we have taken them to our arms, I believe, if my honourable 
relation was prefent, he would oppoſe this reſolution. 'The 
Right Hon. Gentleman faid, going to a country, where he has 
2cquired new connections, and new intereſt, might have prevent- 
ed him from voting for this reſolution. But I beg leave to contra- 
dict the aſſertion. If he has acquired that new intereſt, it will be 
for the good of this country. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
will, I hope, confeſs his miſtake. f 

Right Hon. John C' Neil This tax may hereafter, when ne- 
celſity requires it, be eligible; but now I ſee no manner of occa- 
fon for it. The current expences of the year are provided; 
therefore it is ſuperfluous. It gentlemen can ſhew any tax that 
hes heavier on the lower claſſes of the people, let us eaſe that 
uſeful deſcription of men, of their opprethon, and ſubſtitute this 
in the room of it. Let us ſubſtitute it for the execrable land tax; 
| will then moſt chearfully ſupport it; I will then think it neceſ- 
fary, and will accordingly vote for it. I with it may not be poſt- 
poned ; and if, hereafter it ſhall be diſcuſſed, 1 hope it will be 
with intention to ſubſtitute it for others. 

General Cunningham—As on a former occaſion I ſupported this 
tar, and mean to oppoſe it now, I think it my duty to aſſign 
the reaſons of this my conduct. Formerly I ſupported it, becauſe 
| thought it fait that every man ſhould contribute to the expences 
of the ſtate, particularly they who did not reſide in the country, 
and yet drew vaſt ſums of money out of it, This was then a poor, 
mpoveriſhed, and enſlaved kingdom. I was grieved to fee, that 
though the abſentees were men of great influence in England, 


aus far 
1e now 


1d not BY het nothing {ſeparate was done for Ireland. This I attributed to 
defend their inattention to the intereſts of this country; but thoſe men 
s ſuch | would then tax, to ſhew my reſentment, have ſucceſſively be- 
7 come miniſters of England, and have taken an aGive part in Iriſh 


SY atairs, and to them in a great meaſure are due the advantages 
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obtained by this country. The Marquis of Rockingham, Lord 


Hillſborough, Lord Shelburne, and ſome others, have ſhewn then. 
ſelves our decided friends; The bulk of my property conſiſts in 
land, yet as I think a land tax very equitable, I ſhall moſt chezr. 
fully pay it, provided the taxes I pay for wines and groceries are 
taken off: But an abſentee tax 1 will reſiſt, becauſe I think it 
will produce diſcord between the abſentees and us, when union 
is altogether neceſſary, I ſpeak as an independent member, 
neither biafſed by a miniſter, nor under the influence of a county, 

Sir E4ward Newenham called the Honourable Member to order, 
and ſaid he ſeemed to infinuate that county inſtructions were 
unconſtitutional z that he was a friend to the principle of the 
bill; yet as his county had formerly inſtructed him on this head, 

he thought it his duty to ſubmit his opinion to theirs, and there- 
fore would vote againſt it. 

General Cunningham. A man inſtructed is not free z he has it not 
in his power to make uſe of his own underſtanding: Arguments 
in this Houſe are thrown away on him, ſince he is not open to 
conviction. Influence of one Und is as bad as that of another, 
Every action of my liſe is conſiſtent with the other. Gentlemen 
thus inſtructed are like Lord Thomond's cocks—all of one fide. lt 
was always a favourite idea with me, to take 4 or go, oool. of 
ſomething elſe, and put it on abſentees ;z but the mover of this 
reſolution ſeems in this, as well as ſome other inſtances, to load 

vernment with money whether they will or not. | 

Honourable Colonel Maf/:y.—The honourable introducer cf 
this motion has not, by any thing he has ſaid, changed my opi- 
nion. I voted againſt this tax formerly, and will vote again 
it now. The Hon. Mover has not ſpecified what kind of ab 
ſentee tax he intends. This is an unreaſonable tax, and no tea- 
ſon therefore is afligned for, no neceſſity now exiſts for it—n0 
one good can be gained by it, but the evils that may flow from 
it are many; the landed property of the nation may be ruined 
by it. I intend to vote againſt it now, but I do not pledge myſel 
but I may, on a future occaſion, ſupport it. 

Mr. Molyneux. When this queſtion was on a former occa- 
ſion agitated in this Houſe, it met far different treatment, I wil 
own that it would have better become almoſt any other gentle- 
man than myſelf, My age, my inexperience, and want of weight, 
ſhould not cauſe this oppoſition. The meaſure ſhould ſtand on 
its merits and not the propoſers. It ſhould not be oppoſed on 
my account. It is its misfortune it did not come from the 
treaſury bench; ſuch a circumſtance would make a great change 
of opinion, many would be for it, who now vote againſt it, | 
have repeatedly mentioned my intention of bringing this mes. 
ſure forward. I have mentioned it with the humility that be-. 
came me. It was not for me to propoſe a plan, it would be 
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pteſumptuous. That was to be left to the committee. Our 
expences are above our taxes.—T his might be appropriated to 
the payment of zoo, ooo. But I have not lungs to go over all 
the arguments uſed againſt my motion, I ſhall only aſſure the 
committee it is a matter I have not taken up lightly, and that 
I ſhall not lightly lay it down. 

Sit Thomas Ofb:rue diſliked the tax as militating againſt liberty. 
This will, ſays he, be puniſhing Englich gentlemen who have 
eſtates here for partiality to their native country, for preferring 
it as à place of reſidence. Unforeſeen accidents may make it 
neceſſary for gentlemen to leave this country, and ſettle in Eng- 
land. The uncertainty every man muſt feel of what may here- 
after happen to him, will deter him from purchaſing in a king- 
dom where there exiſts a ſtrong probability ſuch events may 
ariſe. The adoption of this meafure would be to puniſh a 
number of reſpeQtable characters for the attachment they fo 
ſtrongly exhibited in favour of Ireland. Moreover, this is a ſu- 
perfluous revenue, and the application of ſuch is always bad. 
This looks more like the ſuggeſtion of popularity than as ariſing 
from public neceſſity. | 

Mr. Newille thought the taxation illegal; it was an embargo 
on the liberties of the ſubject. He therefore would oppoſe it. 

Attorney General, —I rite, Sir, to move that one ſhilling may 
be inſerted in the toom of four ſhillings. This I do to ſhew my 
abhortence of the principle of this tax, which I think ſhould 
be ſcouted out of this Houſe with every mark of reproba- 
hon. 

Mr. Parſons expreſſed his approbation of the principle of the 
bill, but objeQed to the time of bringing it forward; he would 
therefore vote againſt it. | SEN 

The amendment was carried without a diviſion, 

The reſolution was now put as amended, and paſſed in the 
negative, 

Ayes, 
Noes, 


— — 
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SATURDAY, DecemBer 6, 1783. 

The Houſe in committee on the corn buſineſs, Mt. Bolton 
in the chair. „ | 

Mr, Fefter ſaid, he would deem the attention of the Houſe 
very neceſſary, while he ſhould ſpeak to ſome reſolutions he in- 
tended to propoſe. , In the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, ſays. he, an 
itt was paſſed which prohibited the importation of foreign 
wheat, until the market price roſe to 36s. the barrel, which 


U 
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act had a miſchievous operation in a time of great ſcarcity, The 
reſolutions I have in my hand tend to the encouragement of ma- 
nufactute, at the ſame time that they will obviate ſuch fort of 
difficulties in future. It is my intention that wheat may be 
imported, duty free, from England, as ſoon as the price ſhall ariſe 
to 275. the barrel, and when it ſhall ariſe to 30s. the ports to 
be open to all other foreign countries, at the trifling duty of 3d. 
per barrel. The bill of laſt ſeſſion, which I alluded to as the 
cauſe of all the threatened diſtrefſes of a famine, was introduced 
by an Hon. Member (Mr. Flood) now abſent. 1 objected to it 
when introduced, on the probable ill conſequences which were 
threatened by fixing it at 36s. the barrel, and contended for its 
being fixed at 30%. but the Hon. Gentleman perſevering in the 
fupport of the higher ſum, the bill paſſed, though the ſubſequent 
ill conſequences have proved my apprehenſions to have been 
almoſt fatally right ; but by fixing the import, in future, at 27, 
the fear of receiving ſuch ill —— will be done away; 
and even this preference to Britiſh corn is only on condition of 
England's extending the like preference to us, which will ſupport 
the maintenance of that friendly communication, which policy 
and affection ſhould eſtabliſh between both nations; and as in al! 
probability our export may exceed our import, we ſhall thereby 
certainly gain a decided advantage. Britiſh corn has, at all times 
been importable here, at ſmall duties, and Jriſh grain prohibited 
at ſtated prices into England; the ſyſtem I intend to lay before 
the Houſe, will place both countries on a proper and beneficial 
equality, and that ſyſtem is ſhortly this: Lo allow a bounty 
on export, up to 275. the barrel, then to allow export without 
bounty, and import without duty, from Great Britain, until it riſes 
to 30s. the barrel, and when it riſes to 303. to prohibit export to 
every place, and admit import from every place. A ſufficient price 
will be ſecured to the farmer by this regulation, who, in my opini- 
on, ſhould be contented with a guinea a barrel ; yet he is allowed a 
bounty of 3s. 44. a barrel on export, until the price ariſes to 275. 
This regulation goes to wheat alone, every other ſort of grain will 
be equally regulated, by which every neceſlity of embargoes, and 
the improper interference of the laws will be found totally need- 
leſs. My idea would alſo embrace another object equally new 
and important, which is that of allowing foreign corn to be ware- 
houſed at all ſeaſons. By this means the merchants will be en- 
couraged to ſpeculate, and the corn will not be fold out, till the 
price riſes to the ſtandard of allowing corn to be imported. 
Conſidering alſo our ſingular ſituation for the convenience of the 
American trade, and that the principal produce of that country 
is corn, there is a probability of our becoming the granary for 
the Euro markets, having the choice of preference for our 
own, if found needful; add to this, that America will receive 
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our manufãctures for this corn. Individuals will be alſo benefited, 
becauſe the merchant is intended to be allowed the warehouſing 
of his own corn at a ſmall duty, and giving bond for the re- 
mainder; being at full liberty either to export it, or ſell it out 
for home conſumption, when the price riſes to the neceſlity 
of importation, and then his bond becomes cancelled. Here is 
a certain plan not only of conſtanc ſupply for home conſump- 
tion, but to ſupply the reſt of Europe. 

The regulation of the price at which corn ſhall be imported 
is another object. I wag ropoſe the Dublin market as the 
ſtandard for regulating the reſt of Ireland, becauſe it will hold out 
the regular price for the merchant, and to avoid too frequent a 
_ the price will be regulated once in every three months, 
by the 3 and ſworn officers, and not by quarter ſeſſi- 
ons, at the average of ſix or eight preceding markets. I think 
Dublin points itſelf particularly out for this purpoſe, as the inland 
and coaſting bounties bring its market to every farmer's door, 
and keep its port open, by encouraging a ſupply from other 
places. I propoſe alſo to aboliſh the abſurd uſe of Engliſh mea- 
lures, ſo that the bounties, &c. ſhall be regulated by Iriſh mea- 
ſures and Iriſh money. By theſe means the preciſe meaning of 
the law will come to every man's knowledge, in reſpe& to 
bounties, prices, and other necefſary matters. For the encou- 
ragement of the mills, I propoſe in regard to flour, to raiſe 
the bounty from 15. 44. to 15. 114. the hundred; and I am 
induced to this, from the ſuppoſition that a barrel of Iriſh wheat 
does not produce three-fourths flour, which the Engliſh might 
exceed. Before I move theſe reſolutions I am ready to anſwer, 
and give every gentleman all the ſatisfaction in my power, to 
ſuch queſtions as he ſhall think proper to put in regard to this 


meaſure. 


Mr. Hartley thought even 30s. too high, though he approved 
of the reduction of the ſum ſtared as the average price. He, at 
the ſame time, could not help remarking, that aboliſhing the 
export bounty from Dublin, was. the meaſure which chiefly 
operated to raiſe the price of corn in this market. 

Mr. Feſter replied, that it would be highly abſurd to grant 
large bounties of public money fer bringing corn to Dublin, 
8 frerwards grant other large bounties for taking it out of 

ublin. ä 

oh Buſbe was inclined to differ in ſome ſmall matter, but 
approved of the principle. He agreed, he ſaid, as to the ab- 
ſurdity of giving a bounty for exporting corn from Dublin. It 
fell, within his own knowledge, that when the market price is 
395. A barrel in Dublin, it is but 253. at Kilkenny, The pre- 
mium on the carriage is too low. 
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Mr. Carry thought two months ſhould be ſubſtituted for re- 
9 price inſtead of three. 


Mr. Faſter faid, the objection could have no force, as corn 
was generally imported from America or the Baltic, and three 
months gave time little enough for the merchant to receive his 
anſwer. The market price of Dublin went only to regulate the 
import; but that of export was to be on by the averaze 

middle price of the three preceding market days in each port, 
and the reaſonableneſs of this, muſt, he ſaid, be a 
cauſe, if corn ſhould be wanted in Dublin, it coul rocur- 
ed from thoſe ports, as import into Dublin wauld be allowed, 
and the warehouſes of the kingdom opened for home conſump- 

tion. 
Mx. Hartley applauded the tendency of the reſolutions, to which 
he would give his hearty concurrence, becauſe America would 
be a great market for the ſale of Iriſh manufactures; and corn 
being the natural return cf that ſoil, the Iriſh merchants would be 
the carriers of corn to all the reſt of Europe. 

The. reſolutions were then read, and agreed to unanimouſly, 
and Mr. Foſter was complimented by the whole Houſe, for intro- 
ducing a ſubject which promiſed to be of the moſt permanent and 
material advantages to Ireland. —The report to be received on 
Monday. | 
Mr. Gardiner informed the Houſe, that the committee appoint- · 
ed to inveſtigate the ſtate of the trade and manufactures of this 
country, had nearly cloſed that part which regards the loom; and 
that as evidence would end in the committee on Monday, he did 
intend to propoſe ſome reſolutions, which he would annex to the 
report that would be made on Wedneſday or 'Thurtday. 


It having been ſtated to the Houſe, that Mr. Stewart, the pe- 
titioner on the county of Down election, though willing to pay 
the coſts incurred by the petitioner, in obedience to the order of 
the Houſe, yet could not make that payment until the coſts ſhould 
be duly verified by affidavit, 

Mr. Fitgibben ſaid, I did hope when the petitioner had been let off 
ſo quietly, we ſhould have heard no more of this matter. I did 
not think he would have been fo ſqueamiſh, or have added contu- 
Macy to the former offence : he comes now as a ſpecial pleader, 

exceptions to an affidavit the affidavit is as full and un- 
exceptionable as poſſible read The ſheriff's agent ſwears, that 
the ſums charged as coſt were fairly and actually paid to the ſhe-, 
riffs council and agents, and that they are the ordinary fees, ge- 
nerally paid upon ſuch occaſions : the offences charged laid againſt 
the ſheriff in the petition, were moſt wicked and ill founded; at- 
ter a ſolemn fair trial, the purity of that gentleman's honour has 
appeared the petitioner himſelf, aſhamed of thoſe charges, ſays, 


arent, be- 
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he had not read the petition which he ſigned—In my mind, the 
high rank of that gentleman aggravates the offence, for what might 
be excuſed in an ignorant man, ſhould not be paſſed over in one 
who is better informed; but when the Houſe conſented to ' over- 
look his offence, it was conſidered as 2 very advantageous com- 
promiſe, that he ſhould pay the ſheriff*s coſts, which 1 think are 
extremely moderate. I hope therefore, we ſhall hear no more of 
this affair, but that he will get out of it as well and as ſoon as he 
can. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant—When I firſt ſaw the charges againſt the 
ſheriff ſtated in the petition, I was convinced tley were ground- 
lefs, becauſe I have known him many years, and I muſt ſay, I 
never knew a more honourable gentleman—T have had long and 
\ intimate acquaintance with him, and I muſt fay, that I do not 
0 think there is one atom of impurity in his compoſition. A man 
n 
e 


who did not know my opinion of the ſheriff, might think the part 
| am now taking was intended as an oppoſition to him, for which 


reaſon I think it right to declare before I proceed farther, the reſ- 
1 pect I bear to him. 


” But this, Sir, is not a queſtion between an Honourable Mem- 
4 ber of this Houle, the ſheriff and the petitioner—it is a queſtion, 
= whether a returning officer ſtall have a right to recover whatever 


coſts he may incur from a petitioner, who charges him with par- 
tielity, and who fails to prove the allegations of his petition, — 
If you eſtabliſi this rule, which never can be in the idea of the 
Houſe, you may involve petitioners in a very great expence ; and 
u the ſucceſs of the fitting member neceiſarily involves the inno- 
cence of the returning officer, it never can be proper to allow the 
2 officer council and agents, as the ſitting member de- 
{ending himſelf by his council and agents, at the ſame time defends 
the returning officer. If you lay down a contrary rule, every 
man who is accuſed of bribery and corruption, may as well em- 
ploy agents to defend him, and charge his coſts to the petitioners 
A ſpeak upon general principles, not as to particulars. _ I have 
already declared my opinion of the ſheriff, I now declare my reſ- 
pect for the noble lord, the fitting member; he is deſerving of 
reſpe&t, not only on his own account, but as being ſon to a tried 
and affectionate fied of Ireland a man who upon every occafion 
las proved his attachment to this country. 

But there is nothing in the report of the committee concerning 
the ſheriff, —[A general cry, —There is, there ts / | Well, 1 
an ſure it never was the intention of the law—and I will move 
jou, that the order of the Houſe, ſo far as it relates to the petiti- 
onet paying the ſheriff's coſts, be reſcinded. 48 

dir Jobn Paruei— When 1 made the motion, which the ho- 
nourable and learned member wants to have reſcinded, it was con- 

"ary to my feelings; but that motion being queſtioned, how- 
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ever irkſome to me, Iam called upon to defend the propriety of 
it. The learned Member makes a diſtinction between trying the 
merits of an election, and trying the conduct of a (heriff.—But 
the trial of the election generally involves the ſheriff's condut— 
and as the verdict of a committee is, by the ſtatute, evidence 
againſt him in a court of law, it would be the moſt cruel thing in 
the world, not to allow him council and agent to defend him. If 
his innocence appears, who ſhould be at the expence of the coun- 
cil and agents? Certainly the man who by a frivolous or ground- 
lets petition induces that expence. But though the committee, 
in the preſent caſe, have made a ſpecial report, moſt honourably 
acquitring the ſherif of all the charges that were laid againſt him, 
I did not make this motion without conſulting that perſon, (the 
Attorney-General) whoſe opinion in law-macters generally direct 
this Houſe. 

Mr. Parſons— The Houſe, in making that order, did an illegal 
act. The Houſe has no authority to impoſe a fine.—There is 
no 45; a for it. And will the Commons aſſume an illegal 

wer 
Mr. George Ogle—1 defire it may not be underſtood that I have 
not as high a refpeQ for the Honourable Gentleman (the thenf) 
as any other member of this Houſe ; what I have delivered was a 
meſſage at the requeſt of the honourable peritioncr, but not in- 
tended by me as an oppoſition to the Honourable Gentleman (the 
ſheriff). I now think it my duty to declare, that I chink the or- 
der of the Houſe was perfectly well founded. 

Sir Annzfly Stewart—T am convinced the honourable petitioner 
never intended to raiſe any doubt concerning the autherity of this 
Houſe to impoſe the order mentioned ; nor has he any idea of dif- 
puting that order. | 

Sir Henry Cavendi/b—T here are many inſtances and precedents 
of the Houſe impoſing fines ; and | think in the preſent caſe, the 
Houle is bound to be ſteady to its own order, | 

Sir John Blaquiere—The deſign of the Houſe was to act with 
lenity to the Honourable Gentleman who was the petitioner, and 
. the order was exceedingly favourable to him; — | think the 
dignity of the Houſe is now attacked, and if it was poſſible that 
the learned member's motion could be agreed to, I would move to 
reſcind the whole order touching the petitioner, and then that 
gentleman would be diſgracefully brought to your bar: the order 
of the ' Houſe was a moit favourable compromiſe for him, and! 
am ſurpriſed any friend of his would defire to have it altered. 
Lord Delvin— The ſheriff, or other returning officer is allowed 
by law fourteen days to prepare his defence. Now how is he to 
defend himſelf if he be not allowed council and agents, and thelc 
are a kind of gentlemen that expect to be paid ? An Honourable 
Gentleman ſays, this Houſe has no right to fine perſons—the dire® 
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contrary is aſſerted by an Honourable Baronet, remarkable for 
his experience and ſkill in parliamentary affairs. I ſtall not pre- 
ſume to decide on thoſe two opinions-—but of this 1 am certain, 
that if the Houſe cannot fine, it can confine perſons, and that 
would be full as difagreeable to the petitioner. | 

The Attorney General — Whenever J differ with the learned and 
honourable gentleman who made the motion, I do it with the ut- 
moſt diffidence; and I am convinced from his acknowledged abi- 
lities, he could not be ſo much miſtaken if he had not totally 
overlooked the ſtatute which is ſo plain, that he who runs may 
read. Now any one who reads that ſtatute ſees that the committee 
are ſworn to try not only the merits of the election, but the char- 
zes made againſt the returning officer ; any one who ſees all the 
proviſions that are made for this purpoſe, muſt ſee that it is as 
neceſſary for the returning officer to employ council as for the ſit- 
ting member—What would be the conſequence if every perſon 
might wantonly charge a ſheriff, and put him to great expence 
without any coſt or hazard to himſelf? The conſequence would 
be, that no man of honour would accept the office of ſheriff, 1 
ſpeak upon this occaſion without conſidering the character attack- 
ed by « late petitiontbat character can ſtand by itſelf, and 
needs no ſupport from any one—and as to the petitioner who has 
unwarily taken that ſtep, perhaps the only wrong one he ever 
took, he is a man I eſteem, and have long admired his conduct, 
both in this Houſe and in private lite. When he ſtood a candidate 
| was one of the firſt to give him my ſuffrage. I ſpeak therefore the 
more boldly, and ſay, his friends are doing him an injury, ſport- 
ing with his reſpeQable character, and perhaps if the reſolution of 
the Houſe be reſcinded, reducing him to the neceſſity of appearing 
difgracefully at your bar. 

The Prime Serjeant withdrew his motion, and Sir Annefly Stexv- 
art promiſed the coſts ſhould be forthwith paid. 


Mr. Geerge Ponſenby ſaid, that as on a former day he had given 
notice of his intention, to make a motion on the ſubje& of the 
100,000, voted by parliament, for raifing ſeamen [Mr. Ponſonby 
had promiſed to make this motion on the day next following that on 
which Mr. Molyneux ſhould make his relative to abſentees, Ihe 
hoped though the Houſe was ſomething thin, it would not be con- 
ſidered as a ſurprize. An Honourable Gentleman, who had late- 
ly left this kingdom, (Mr. Flood) had not only infinuated, but 
directly charged government with one of the very worſt crimes a 
government could be guilty of—the miſapplication of the public 
money.—He had ſaid, that part of the ſum voted for raiſing ſea- 
men had been applied to the fencible regiments, But as the evi- 
dence of the matter of fact, che report of the committee of ac- 
counts, lay upon the table, he would enter into no argument, 
but propoſe his motion; which he did as follows, and was paſſed 


nem. con. 
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He faid, a very heavy charge had been made early in the ſeſſion 
againſt government, for baving miſapplied part of the ſum of 
100, oool. voted laſt ſeſſion for raiſing 20,000 men for the navy; 
he had therefore, a motion to make, which was a truiſm on the 
face of it; and he hoped a full and ſufficient refutation of the charge 
that had been made. 1 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſum of 
53,00. 75. 10d. part che ſaid ſum of 100, oool. was appropri- 
ated to raiſin hits te the navy. | 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe, that the ſum of 46, 399), 
12. 24. was placed to the credit of the nation. þ 

Refolved, That it appears to this Houſe, that no part of the ſaid 

ſum of 100,000!. was appropriated to the raiſing, accoutring, &e, 
of the provincial regiments. apa 


n _— — 


Mo x DAY, DEecemBer 8, 1783. 
Mr, George Lowther was ſworn and took his ſeat. 


An engroſſed bill to enable the commiſſioners of his Majeſty” 
revenue of exciſe, to impower the brewers cf fmall beer, at cer- 
tain times and under certain circumſtances, to charge an higher 
price for ſmall beer than by law they are entitled to charge for the 

. according to order, was read a third time. 

Reſolved, That the bill do paſs, and that the title be An act to 
enable the commiſhoners of his Majeſty's revenue of exciſe to in- 
power the brewers of ſmall beer, at certain times and under certain 
circumſtances, to charge an higher price for {mall beer than by law 
they are entitled to charge for the ſame. 


Mr. Gardiner ſaid, he had a petition of very great conſequence 
to preſent, and he called for the attention of gentlemen to the 
ſubje ct of the petition ; it was ſigned by a very numerous and te- 
| ble body of men, the factors and others concerned in the linen 
manufacture of this kingdom, The object of the petition was, to 

erve to this country the excluſive poſſeſſion of raw materials, 

on whoſe exiſtence our ſtaple manufacture entirely depended.— 

He then preſented a petition, praying that the exportation of li- 
nen yarn may be limited The petition was read. 

Sir Jen Farnel ſaid, the petition required very ſerious conſide- 
ration, and if it was a proper time to take it up, he was certain 
he could effectually anſwer the principle of the petition. He mul: 
obſerve, that ſeveral gentlemen would be very materially affected 
if the exportation of raw' materials was to by Unndeod. e repre- 


ſented a county where the woollen yarn was its principal ſupport, 
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and- in his opinion, the ſenſe of the different counties ſhould 
be taken, before the merits of the peticion ought be gone into. 

Mr. F:fer obſerved, that the principle of the petition was erro- 
neous, for it ſtated that the exportation of linen yarn would conſi- 
derably injure the linen —. but it was well known that 
a3 the exportation of linen yarn had encreaſed, the linen manu- 
facture had advanced an proportion. He ſaid, that in the laſt ſeſ- 
fon of parliament it was propoſed to put the exportation of linen 

„on the ſame footing with that of corn; but the idea of al- 
tering duties on the exportation of linen yarn, had occafioned an 
untverfal alarm; and if you reſtrict the exportation of linen yarn, 
can you be certain that Great Britain will take off any of your 
woollen yarn ? | | 

Mr. Gardiner ſaid, it was the ſyſtem of every manufacturing 
country, to keep the excluſive poſſeſſion of its raw materials, — 
Great Britain does it, Germany does it, and fo does Ruſſia; and 
from the beſt information he could aſſure the Houſe, that the linen 
manufacture both in England and Scotland was rapidly increaſing, 
and that in the latter kingdom in a very few years it had encreaſed 
quadrupely: he obſerved, that the perſons who had ſigned the peti- 
tion were perſons of experience, character and property, and he 
believed would not introduce any thing into the petition which 
they were not able to ſupport. h 

Mr. M:nteomery (of Cavan) declared there was not a home con- 
ſumption for one-fourth part of the linen yarn of this country. 

Daly ſaid, there was a very numerous body of people who 
had a claim on the attention of the Houſe, as well as the petiti- 
oners, and that was the poor of this country; the woollen and 
linen yarn gave employment to thouſands of them, and if you pre- 
vent the Exportation, you deprive them of their bread. In his opi- 
nion, too much encouragement could not be given to the exporta- 
tion both of woollen and linen yarn, 

Mr. Pelham (aid, [alluding to Mr. Gardiner's committee] that 
as the evidence was cloſed on one part, and no new matter to be 
offered from that ſide, he thought that the evidence which had 
been gone through ſhould be printed, in order for gentlemen to 
conſider it, and defer going into any further buſineſs in the com- 
mittee till afrer the Chriſtmas receſs. | 

Mr. Gardiner objeQted to have the evidence printed till the 
whole pro and con was gone through; the evidence on one part 
was clofed, the committee had adjourned till twelve o'clock to- 
morrow, and were ready to hear any evidence might be offered: 
he would not conſent to print a partial evidence, he was for pro- 
ceeding in the regular uſual way ; it was buſineſs of ſuch great mo- 
ment; that no unneceſſary delay ſhould be given it was the with, 
of his conſtituents, and he believed of the conſtituents of every gen- 
tleman in the Houſe, that the buſineſs ſhould be brought on as 
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ſoon as poſſible, and it could be done as well before Chriſtma; 
as after. | 


Sir Jabn Blaquigre deſired that the petition of the company of 
undertakers of the d canal, and the reports of the committee 
to whom it was referred, might be read. Petition and reports 
read accordingly. 

Sir Joon then obſerved, that nothing came before the Houſe 
more unſatisfaQory than any application reſpecting canals or na. 
vigation; he well knew the ſhameful abuſes that had been hitherto 
made in the expenditure of the grants for ſuch works; no man 
reprobated ſuch abuſes more than he did : but the grand canal, 
ſaid he, has been conducted in ſuch a manner, and is an object of 
ſuch great utility, as intitles it to claim your attention. Much 
money has been already expended upon it ; it is. every day be- 
coming an object of ſubſtantial utility, and will in a ſhort time 
become a real advanta e to the city of Dublin, and many parts of 
the kingdom ; 50, oool. will — this great work, but 1 per- 
ceive a prejudice * it, a latent diſguſt that would wiſh to 
ſcout it out of the houſe ; it is not money the company wants, 
it is only the public credit and ſupport of the nation that they 
require, and oy have ample ſecurity to give for the ſum they 
want to raiſe. He then moved, that the petition of the company 
of undertakers of the grand canal ſhould be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe. | | 2 

Mr. Fitegibbon hoped the committee would be well attended 
Great ſums, he ſaid, had been laviſhed in this undertaking, not 
leſs than 120,0c0/. of the public £10ney, and 100,000!/. of the 
company's own, for all which a very incomplete canal of 2; 
miles had been effected. 

The company had firſt employed a Mr. Trail, an engineer, 
with whom = afterwards — 5 proper to quartel: they then 
employed a Mr. Tarrent, a cannoneer, trained in an artillery 
corps, and this gentleman immediately, upon his appointment, 
to thew his ſkill and pleaſe his employers, proved Mir. Trails 
locks as he would have done his own cannon, by over-charging 
them, I ſpeak this from my knowledge of what paſſed in a cour. 
where Mr. Trail brought his action. 

If the company get a grant of 50,000/, this ſeſſion, for there 
is no difference in this cate between a loan and a grant, they will 
want 50,000, more next ſeſſion, and if any grant is made them, 
you will have an 4 gr for 10,000. 4 completing the na- 
vigation from Lough Allen, and 10,000/. more for completing 
from Killaloe to Limerick; there will be no end to thoſe applica- 
tions. | 

Sir John Blaquiere replied, and pointed out many convenien- 
cies that would . ſome * were b experienced 

from the grand canal. 

The committee as deſired The petition referred. 


ha 
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Mr. Marcus Beresford ſaid, that he had mentioned, on a former 
night, his intention of ſubmitting to the Houſe a queſtion— 
whether a right hon. friend of his (Mr. Clements) might be at 
_ again to ſtand for the county for which his ele&ion had 
been by a committee declared void, but as that right honourable 
gentleman had ſince been returned for another place, he would 
not proceed upon the enquiry, nor trouble the Houle for an opi- 
nion, as under the preſent circumſtances his right honourable 
friend muſt fit for the place that had returned him laft ; for the law, 
as laid down by the learned Serjeant Glanville is, that the country 
has ſuch an intereſt in every man, and ſuch a right to command 
his ſervice, that he cannot decline the truſt of becoming a repre- 
ſentative of the people, even though that truſt ſhould be conferred 
upon him contrary to his own inchnation. 


Mr. Molyneux remarked, that he underſtood ſome reſolutions 
had paſſed the Houſe on Saturday night laſt, after he had left the 
Houſe, which had done away the imputation of the money voted 
for ſeamen being applied to the raiſing of fencibles ; but admitting 
this, could any man defend the meafure of raiſing them at all, 
whereby the nation was put to an unneceſſary expence? The 
volunteers, he ſaid, were amply ſufficient for the defence of the 
country, yet government had entered into this ſcheme, which 
coſt the nation 36,000/. and caſt an unmerited ſlight on the volun- 
teers ; he would therefore, he ſaid, move a reſolution to the 
following effect, which he hoped would meet with general con- 
currence : 

Reſolved, That the adviſers and promoters of the ſcheme for 
raiſing feneible regiments, ſo univerially and juſtly deteſted, de- 
lerve the cenſure and diſapprobation of this Houſe. 21 

Sir Richard Muſgrave propoled an amendment, by adding theſe 
words, and alſo the adviſers and promoters of increaſing the 
falary of the Lord Lieutenant.” [This occaſioned ſome laugh- 
ing.] After which it was withdrawn. 

The queſtion being put on Mr. Molyneux's motion, there ap- 

ared 
a Ayes for it, — — be 

Noes, — — 12 
R Tellers for the ayes, Mr, Molyneux and Sir Edward Newen- 
am. 
W for the noes, Sir Richard Muſgrave and Mr. Lodge 
tres. 

The two ayes were the Honourable James and the Honourable 

Denis Browne. 


Mr. Burgh (of Oldtown) reported Captain Brooke's loan bill. 


Mr. Fefter took notice, that the public prints, often from miſ- 
take and wichout any ill deſign, miſrepreſented the debates of 
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that Houſe; but on Saturday laſt one of the papers had made 3 
miſrepreſentation of him which could not be accidental ;. it had 
aſſerted that he had laid a duty on iron of 505. per hundred, and 
had called upon every farmer to obſerve, that his ploughſhare was 
taxed ; he therefore thought it incumbent on kim thus publicly 
to contradict the calumny, as a ſingle penny had not been laid 


- 


upon iron. i 


Mr. Ballen, according to order, reported from the committee 
of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider further 
of ways and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
the reſolutions which the committee had directed him to report 
to the Houſe,” which he read in his place, and after delivered in 
at the table, where the ſame were once read throughout, and 
then read a ſecond time; and the queſtion being ſeverally put 
thereupon, were agreed unto by the Houſe, and are as follow : 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion cf this committee, that a duty 
of 165. be laid on every barrel of wheat, or malt made of wheat, 
and of 64. on every ſtone of wheat meal, and of 94. on every 
ſtone of flour of wheat or biſcuit which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom, whenever the price of wheat in the city of Dublin, 
to be aſcertained as rac be hereafter directed by parliament, ſhall 
be under 30s. the barrel. \ | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 105. be laid on every barrel of rye or meſlin, and of 6d. on 
every ftone of rye or meſſin meal which ſhall be imported inte 
this Lingdow, whenever the price of rye in the city of Dublin, 
to be aſcertained as aforeſaid, ſhall be under 225. the barrel. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 10% be laid on every barrel of barley, here or big, and of 754. 
on every ſtone of barley, bere or big meal, and of 102. on every 


Kone of malt made of barley, bere or biz, which ſhall be imported 


into this kingdom, whenever the price of barley in the city of 
Dublin, to be aſcertained as aforeſaid, ſhall be under 1135. the 
tra” =: 4 Pr 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 5+. be laid on every barrel of oats and on every hundred weight 
cf oat-meal, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, when- 
ever the price cf oats in the city of Dublin, to be afcertained as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be under 10. 34. the barrel. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
cf 105. be laid on every barrel of peas or beans, and of 64. on 
every ſtone of peas or bean meal, which ſhall be imported into 
this — when the price of peas or beans reſpectively in the 
city of Dublin, to be aſcertained as aforeſaid, ſhall be under 
185. 24. the barrel, 

_ Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſaid ſeveral duties be paid in lieu and full ſatisfattion of all dutics, 
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caſtoms and impoſitions whatever payable by any law or laws 
heretofore made in this kingdom on the import of the ſaid articles 
reſpetively, except ſuch duties as are payable on flour of wheat 


3 SS CY hay w—_ 


imported. . 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that if the 
importer of any wheat, rye, barley, bere, big, oats, peas, beans, 
malt, meal or flour, ſhall pay down in part of the aforeſaid duties 
the ſum of 24. for each barrel of grain, and a like ſum of 24. for 
eich hundred weight of malt, meal or flour, the remaining part 
of the aforeſaid duties may be bonded by every ſuch importer 


t upon his warehouſing the ſame in the manner practiſed as to 
n tobaccoes imported, and that for ſo much of the ſaid articles ſo 
d warehouſed as ſhall be exported, or as ſhall be ſold within this 
It kingdom at a time when ſuch articles reſpeCtively are prohibited to 


be exported from the port where the ſame are warehouſed, an al- 
lowance ſhall be made upon ſuch bonds for the duties ſecured for 

7 the ſame, | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when- 
ever the price of any of the foregoing ſorts of grain in the city of 
Dublin, to be aſcertained as aSrefaid, {hall be at or above the 
1 foregoing prices reſpectively, a duty of 24. and no more be paid 
for every barrel of ſuch grain, and of 24. and no more for every 
hundred weight of ſuch malt, meal or flour, which ſhall be im- 


1 ported, any law to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

4 Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when- 
« ever the price of wheat in the city of Dublin, to be aſcertained as 
, doreſaid, ſhall. be under 30s. and not leſs than 27s. the barrel, 

; or of rye in like manner ſhall be under 22s. and not leſs than 

v/ 195. 44. the barrel, or of barley in like manner ſhall be under 

17 3. and not leſs than 125. the barrel, or of oats in like manner 


<4 dal be under 105. 34. and not lefs than 9s. the barrel, or of peas 
01 and beans in like manner ſhall be under 18s. 34. and not leſs than 
2 10. 34. the barrel, all wheat, rye, barley, bere, big, oats, peas 

und beans, malt, meal or flour thereof, being of Britiſh growth 


and imported from Great Britain, ſhall be exempted from the 


* payment of any higher duties upon being imported thence than 
os 20, for every barrel of ſuch grain, and 24. for every hundred 
_ weight of ſuch malt, meal or flour, the ſaid exemption to com- 

mence ſo ſoon and to continue ſo long as the ſimilar articles of 
17 li growth thall by ſome att or aQs of pariiament, to be made 
4 n Great Britain, be allowed to be imported from hence into 
_ Great Britain upon the like or lower duties, at all times when 
Bo tne prices of grain there, according to the meaſures made uſe of 
_ n that kingdom, ſhall reſpectively correſpond with thoſe afore- 


mentioned. 

* Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when- 
wn ever the price of wheat, taken at an average of the three market 
; days next immediately preceding, in the market in or neareſt to- 


: 


PARLIAMENTARY 


any port in this kingdom, ſhall be at or above 30s. or of rye in 
like manner at or above 22. or of barley in like manner at or 
above 13s. or of oats in like manner at or above 105. 3d. or of 
peas and beans in like manner at or above 18s. 36 the barrel, 
the export of all ſuch grain, and any meal, malt, flour or biſcuit, 
made therefrom, from ſuch port, ſhould be prohibited reſpec- 
tively, ſo long as the prices fo taken ſhall continue at or aboye 
ſuch ſums reſpeQively. 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
lieu of the bounties at preſent payable on the export of com, 
grain, meal, malt and flour, the following bounties, and no other 
be paid on the export thereof, after the paſſing of this act; that 
is to ſay, 3s. 44. for each barrel of wheat; 15. 44. for each hun- 
dred weight of wheat meal, or malt made of wheat; 15. 1 14. for 
each hundred weight of flour of wheat, or wheaten bread or biſ- 
cuit, when the price of wheat, taken at the average of the three 
market days next immediately preceding, in the market in or 
neareſt to the port from whence the ſame ſhall be exported, ſhall 
be under 275. the barrel; 15. 7d. for each barrel of barley, bere 
or big, and of 25. for each barrel of malt made thereof, and 1. 
for each hundred weight of flour or meal made thereof, when the 
price of barley, taken as aforeſaid, ſhall be under 125. the ba- 
rel; 25. 2d. for each barrel of rye, and 109. for each hundred 
weight of rye, meal or flour, when the price of rye, taken a 
aforeſaid, ſhall be under 195. 44. the barrel; 1s. 5d. for each 
barrel of oats or hundred weight of oat-meal, when the price 
thereof, taken as aforeſaid, ſhall be under 9. the barrel; 25. for 
each barrel of or beans, when the price thereof, taken a 
aforeſaid, ſhall be at or under 163. 3d. the barrel. 
- Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, purſuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions ; and that Mr. Bolton and the Right Honour- 
able John Fofter do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


A bill for regulating the High Court of Admiralty in this king- 
_ according to order, was read a ſecond time and commit- 
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ted. ; 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will, to-morrow morning, reſolve 


itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid bill 


into conſideration. 


TuzsDay, Decemser , 1783. 


The following bills were brought in and preſented by Lord 
' Delvin:—To prevent bribery and corruption at elections To 
. mutiny and deſertion For allowing further time to qua- 


For the relief of inſolvent debtors. 


Lord 
Ho 
to qua- 
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On the debate on the latter it was declared, that no perſon 
hould take advantage from it, except thoſe in confinement on the 


oth day of November. This bill to be read 2 ſecond time to- 
morrow. 


Hon. Denis Brewne reminded gentlemen, that he had given 
notice, ten days ago, of his intention of moving an addreſs to his 
Vajeſty on the preſent ſituation of this country; he had come to 
the Houſe yeſterday with that intent, but finding it was but a 
thin Houſe, he would not then bring it on, but deferred it to this 
day. He began with obſerving, that there are axioms that have 
never yet been controverted; that public œconomy in every ſtate 
1s neceſſary to its well being; that a load of accumulating debt 
is not a deſirable thing, and that nothing but abſolute neceſſity 
ſhould force a country to exceed its revenues. A wiſe people 
will endeavour, by every means in their power, to get rid of 
the debt their neceſſity obliged them to contract; but what ſhall 
we ſay to the policy of a country that contracts debts upon ſlight 
occaſions; that continues that expence, and encreaſes her ex- 
pences in the hour of her poverty? He would endeavour to ſhew, 
that fuch is the policy of this country, and that ſhe is purſuing 
a deſperate ſyſtem that muſt end in her ruin. 

The ſituation of this country at this time needs little defcrip- 
tionz there is no man in this houſe but feels it ; there are thoſe 
who live on the ſpoils, that, like waſps, ſuck the blood, regard- . 
leſs of the wound, and ſmile at our impending ruin; need I tell 
you of the farmer ruined by calamitous times, of the lower order 
of people ſtarving, and obliged to ſell their proviſion to ſatisfy 
we landlord, who himſelf can only get the means of exiſting from 
tus lands? Need I tell you that the avenues to the capital are 
beſet with ſtarving manufacturers, and at the very doors of this 
houſe, begging of your members to avert by a ſmall donation the 
niſeries of fanine? Theirnecetlities made them bold, they even ven- 
tured into the caſtle-yard : their complaints were heard, though 
but ſeldom heard before, and proper ſteps were taken to relieve 
themz the privy council was ſummoned—the doors were barred— 
and the guards of the city were doubled; the garriſon ordered to 
bold themſelves in readineſs—to maſſacre people already con- 
quered by hunger! Such is the ſituation of your country. Yet 
this was the time when you were to keep up an uſeleſs and expen- 
ive army, and minitter to the uſeleſs pageantry of a court. He 
lud, the necellity of cxconomy, and of every retrenchment, is 
obvious, even if the ſituation juſt deſcribed was but imaginary. 
He took his principal argument from a learned and reſpectable 
gentleman on the other ſide of the Houſe. From the preſent limits 
of the | Britiſh empire, this country will probably be invaded, 
whenever the pride or neceſſities of England ſhall involve us 
with herſelf in che calamities of war; but he knew that gentle- 
man too well, to think he would therefore argue, you ought not 
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ter than 
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to retrench. He would agree with him, that, for that reaſon, 


you ought to aboliſh the band of penſioners ; that you ſhould 
aboliſh all uſeleſs places and employment:—But 2 Right 


Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Grattan) and he differed as to 


the military eſtabliſhment ; that gentleman thinks | ſoldiers bet- 
„ but, for his part, he thinks money better 
than ſoldiers, becauſe, when you have money, you can have 
foldiers, and not a moment longer: will you have it when your 
treaſury is exhauſted, when you have no more credit? or, will 
not that be the conſequence of a debt obviouſly more than you 
are equal to, by daily accumulating, and the want of com 
in time of peace, and contracting debts in time of wat? He own- 
ed be had little hopes, without an addrefs paſſing, ſuch as he 
meant to offer to their conſideration, that any meaſure tending to 
retrenchment and economy would be adopted: He would not 
attribute the ſpeech from the throne to his Majeſty, it is pretty 
well underſtood to be the ſpeech of the miniiter, and is equalty 
well underſtood to have no great regard to ceconomy, An Hon. 
Baronet moved for a reſolution, declaratory of the neceſſity of 
cxconomy z an amendment was tacked to it, leaving an extenfive 
latitude for extravagance z a reduction of the army was propoſed, 
and rejected; an Hon. Gentleman propoſed an increaſe to the 
ſalaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary; the coyne! 
of the treaſury bench was truly commendable ; the moſt faſbion- 
able lady could not have ated a more delicate part; they refuſed, 
they begged a little time to conlider, and at laſt, with averted 
face, they accepted; not content with this, they generouſly 
ſtretched the public credit for the ſervice of individuals. But be 
wiſhed to do every man juſtice z no perſon can accuſe the Rt Hon. 
Secretary of inconſiſtency z he was repeatedly aſked for a ſpeciſc 
rw of retrenchment, he fairly told you there was none; as t0 
is general profeſſions, he himſelf never thought of your paying 
any attention to them; but, however huriful it may be to our 
own feelings, even to the ſuppoſed dupes to miniſterial hy po- 
criſy, there is a degree cf politicai iniquity which Lhope we never 
ſha!l arrive at; when a nunifter, backed by his majority, will at- 
tempt to overturn the freedom of parliament—when. he will at- 
_ to interrupt the freedom of debate whenever he {hall brand 
with the odious epithet of faction every man who ſhall propoſe 
to you any thing that militates againſt his wiſh—when he {bail 
trighten a young man from his ſubject, by putting a queſtion, 
whether another ſhall be heard before him—and finally, when ke 
ſhall, by ſounding the alarm when there is no danger, endeavour 
to divide a country that obtained freedom of trade and conſtitu- 
tion by its ananimity—if that period ſhould ever arrive, which 
heaven ſorefend, I would ſay, Take care, my countryraen ! 
your liberties ate attacked! they are in danger, not from your 
volunteers, that have worked your ſalvation, but by emiſlarics 
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from another country, a country from which you received your 
liberties, and who wiſhes to take back what ſhe unwillingly 
gavez 4 country practiſed in the arts of tyranny and ſeduction, 
and who knows there is no time fo proper for accompliſhin 

her purpoſes as the hour of internal commotion—I would tel 

them (weak and incapable as I am) I would uſe every con- 
ſtitutional means in my power to obtain you a redreſs of griev- 
ances; I would tell them that government muſt be à bad one, 
that not content with injuring you by their imbecility, they 
ſtrike at the root of your conſlitution—The hour of ripe iniquit 

will come, ſo ſhall the hour of retribution. He ſaid, he mu 

beg pardon of the Houſe for this digreſſion, for taking up their 
time in ſtating imaginary grievances. which never can happen, 
at leaſt whilſt we are bleſſed with the preſent patriztic admini- 
ſration But to return to the ſubjeQ— 

Among the other excellent arguments we have heard againſt mi- 
litary retrenchment, it was aſked why ought you to diminiſh 
your expences at the time you are certain of an increaſe of 
revenue from your free trade? And he would anſwer gentlemen, 
becauſe it would be the height of folly to depend on the proſ- 
pect of your eſtate, before you enter on it, and that there never 
was a time when public retrenchment was ſo neceſſary, that you 
may be enabled to encourage and aſſiſt your infant manufatures— 
Your ordinary expences exceed your ordinary revenue; and he 
contended for it, it ought not to do ſo, except in caſes of ab- 
folute neceſſity : If that be allowed, how are you to make your 
revenue equal to your expences ? By laying ſuch taxes on your 
infant trade as muſt ſtop it in its bud—He did not think the pro- 
duce of ſuch ruinous taxation would anfwer the end propoſed— 
By ſuch a ſyſtem you would ſell the reverſion and keep up your 
expence, as if you were certain of the eſtate. Thus far he had 
gone to ſhew the impolicy of ſpending on a proſpect in any caſe 
whatever. The diſadvantages of a commencing trade, he ob- 
ſerved, are obvious, the greateſt commercial countries of the 
world, long laboured and worked through the greateſt difficul- 
ties, before they eſtabliſhed a permanent commerce—the jealou- 
hes of all other trading nations the experienced endeavouring 
the ruin of the inexperienced—the man attempting the ruin of 
the child the length of time, the impoſlibility of bringing your 
manufactures to an equal degree of perfection with your neigh- 
bours ; and finally, wanting that experience in trade ſo neceſ- 
ary to its ſucceſs: We have every one of thoſe general diſadvan- 
tages, beſides others peculiar to ourſelves, to ſtruggle with 
we have a diviſion of intereſt we have the government of that 
country, from which we forced our trade, that unfortunately has 
generally ſo great an influence on our parliament, fo fatally 
great, meaſures moſt obviouſly pernicious to the welfare of 
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this country, have been carried through this Houſe—He witneſſed 

the prohibition of your woollens—he witneſſed the compact you 

are told of, by which you were to give up a national advantage 
to England of your woollen trade, if would generouſly 
allow you to ſupply her advantages in the linen trade—and he 
aſſerted, ſhe Sa. not be ſupplied with linens on the ſame terms 
from any other country in 1 ſaid he had certainly 
no partiality for the manufactures of this country, and he in- 
ſtanced her taking her fail cloth from Ruſſia, which ſhe could 
have on equal terms from this country—and do you not believe 
that ſhe will undermine you in every place ſhe can by underhand 
negotiation ? Do you not thiak ſhe will have majorities in your 
parliament, that wil! prevent your ſerving yourſelyes ? This is 
not arguing from theory, it is arguing from experience and 
from practice. The concluſion he drew from this was, that our 

peR of ſucceeding as a commercial country is an event un- 
certain, at leaſt very far diſtant; that the advantages ariſing 
from it cannot be conſidered as a fund to ſupply preſent extra- 
vagance. He ſaid, for theſe reaſons, he would propoſe this ad- 
dreſs, as he was convinced in his own mind, that the affairs of 
this country require an immediate and ſuperior interpoſition, 

He then moved his addreſs : ; 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, humbly to lay ourſelves at his Majeſty's feet, to aſſure 
his Majeſty of our 1nviolable attachment to his Majeſty's perſon 

and government, and of the grateful ſenſe we feel of his Ma- 

jeſty s paternal goodneſs and attention to his ſubjeQs of Ire- 

r to declare our readineſs and zeal to ſupport, in the 

moſt honourable manner, at all times, the neceſſary expences 

of his Majeſty's government, and the dignity of his crown. 
That we think it, however, incumbent on his faithful Com- 
mons, humbly to lay before his Majeſty, that for a ſeries of 
rears paſt, the expences of his Majeſty's government, have con- 
ntly far exceeded the net produce of the revenue, whereby 
the nation has incurred a great and accumulating debt; and in 
order to diſcharge the intereſt thereof, his Majeſty's faithful 

Commons have been under a neceſſity of diverting a conſideta- 

ble part of thoſe revenues, which formerly ſerved towards de- 

fraying the current ſervices of his Maj y's government. 

| That in the year 1773, his Majeſty's faithful Commons did 
grant ſeveral new duties, and have ſince, from time to time, 
increaſed them. _ | 

That they were induced thereto, upon the faith of promiſes 

made to his Majeſty's Commons, by his Majeſty's miniſter, that 
the expences of government ſhould be retrenched, ſo that the 
new grants of the people, and the promiſed retrenchment by 
the miniſter, ſhould concur in a ſyſtem of equalization, and put 
an end to the ruinous praQtice of running in debt. | 
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That his Majeſty's faithful Commons have fully performed 
their part of the engagement, but that their bounty has been 
ſo far from being anſwered on the part of his miniſters, that in 
no period of time has the debt of the nation advanced with fo 
rapid a progreſs as ſince that period—in ſo much that your Ma- 
iy's ommons now find themſelves burthened with a debt 
enormouſly greater than it was at that period—vaſtly greater 
than this nation was ever before loaded with, and ſtill accumu- 
lating, beſides being alſo loaded with thoſe new taxes, which 
were granted for the ſole purpoſe of putting an end to ſo rai» 
nous a practice. | hag 

That his Majeſty's preſent miniſters, finding themſelves una- 
ble to ſupport the charges of government without increafing the 
deht of the nation, although aided by all the new taxes, and 
an increaſe of produce in the revenues, and although a very 
great proportion of the army was not upon our eſtabliſhment, 
did in Tis reſent ſeſſion apply for 300,000/. to ſupply the 
deficiency of the revenues, ſo that your Majeſty's faithful 
Commons cannot even now ſee any end to the ruinous accu- 
mulation of our debt. 2 

That ſuch a practice, if ſuffered to continue, muſt exhauſt 
the reſources, and check the trade of this country, and muſt 
* end in the impoveriſhment and ruin of the nation, and ulti- 
re mately diſable his Majeſty's faithful Commons from thoſe ex- 
on ertions which may become neceſſary hereafter, and which they 
* ſhall ever be moſt willing and deſirous to make in ſupport of 
re- his Majeſty's government. 


the That we have long confided in the repeated aſſurances of 
ces economy given us from time to time, by his Majeſty's mi- 

niſters z but now at length finding it in vain any longer to 
m- wait for redreſs from that quarter, we think it inconſiſtent with 


s of our duty to his Majeſty, and thoſe whom we repreſent, any 
on- longer to refrain from applying for redreſs at the foet of the 
reby 2 and imploring his Majeſty's protection againſt his mi- 
ö as | | 

Mr, Parſons ſeconded the motion. ; ; 

The Attorney General, —This is a queſtion upon which the 
ſenſe of the Houſe has been already taken three times this ſeſſion. 
It looks extraordinary to have it introduced at this time, after 
committee had been appointed to take into conſideration, 
the only plan practicable, which was a plan for the reduction 
of the civil eſtabliſhment z and after the Houſe had paſſed a 
reſolution 'for all practicable retrenchments. I am as much an 
enemy as any man to the accumulation of debt, ſeſſion after 
ſeſſion z but the. increaſe of our revenue affords 2 proſpe@ of 
our being ſoon able to put an end to it, by its reachir the 
Mount of our expences, It conſequently follo WA ad · 
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dreſs of this nature was never leſs neceſſary than at this time, 
Were gentlemen to contraſt the debt of Great Britain, with the 
debt of this nation, they might perhaps be led to think, that 
we have really no cauſe to be alarmed. 
The revenue of England amounts to twelve millions, and 
her debt two hundred millions; the revenue of Ireland is one 
million, and ſhe owes but three millions. —T wo hundred mil- 
lions divided by twelve, and three millions by one, will 
give the relative proportion of the debts and revenue of both 
nations. 
When gentlemen ſo earneſtly ſolicited an increaſe of the Lord 
Lieutenant's ſalary, I cannot perceive what objection they can 
make to my complying with that ſolicitation, particularly as 
the meaſure was their own, and carried by themſelves. The 
diſtreſſes of the manufacturers is a perpetual theme; but per- 
haps thoſe diſtreſſes do not /vely ariſe From the badneſs of trade— 
idleneſs and intemperance contribute to this diftreſ— 
and though I. pity and regret that deluſion, which can make 
them abandon their induſtry, I cannot with-hold my indigna- 
tion at the incendiaries who occaſion their calamity, from mo- 
tives of turbulent deſign, and ſet them madding for viſionary 


orms. 

When England is adverted to, it cannot be forgotten that 
England has ſurrendered every claim of controul over Ireland, 
reſtored her rights, and with ſingular generoſity complied with 
our moſt ultimate wiſhes. All that we aſk a. com- 
merce, was the right of trading with all the nations in amit 
with our ſovereign ; but the right of trading with the Briti 
colonies, thoſe colonies to which England has excluſive right, 
by eftabliſhing them at the expence of ſo much of her blood and 
treaſure, was an idea which could not enter into any man's 
head, without the indulgence of England; and yet, the libera- 
lity of England granted that indulgence, by giving us an equal 
participation in her plantation trade. After fach roofs of good 

will and fſelf-denial, after exhibiting a nobleneſs of conduct, 
which placed her affection in the moſt unequivocal light, is this 
a time to talk of * illiberality, 1 ſhe admits ol not only 
to a participation of every commercial advan enjoys, 
but proteQs our trade with fleets maintained a enormous 
=; atk we neyer contributed the ſupport of a 


mulng | wat | 

I cannot admit that the preſent addreſs is neceſſary, and I chink 

the Houſe. will be of the ſame opinion. I ſhall therefore, a 

the moſt reſpeQful way of getting rid of it, move the order of 

the day, for going into a committee on the bill for eſtabliſh 

ing an high court of admiralty in Ireland: A bill, which in 
elf, affords an inſtance, among many others, of the wide dif- 
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ference of the times when ſuch an addreſs would appear neceſ- 
ſary, and the preſent time. 

Mr. Molyneux roſe to make a few obſervations on the many un- 
juſtihable attempts which had been made to caſt an odium on the 
meaſure he * propoſed to the Houſe. As the integrity of the 
meaſure, ſays he, could fiot be impeached in any other ſhape, 
it has deen placed on the ground of originating from the Treaſur 
Bench; but I beg leave to obſerve on my own behalf, that 
ſtand here as independent a member as any in the Houſe, and I 
think myſelf called upon to ſay ſo, when vile inſinuations are 
given, which muſt meet my utter contempt. - The word preme- 
ditated has been dropped. If the Honourable Gentleman who ut- 
tered that word, would thereby imply, that I made the motion 
at the inſtance of, and with the knowledge of the gentlemen who 

y occupy that bench, he is miſinformed, and has miſin- 
ormed the Houſe. As I do not inhabit the feat of ſcience, I 
cannot, perhaps, boaſt the advantages of the Honourable Mem- 
ber, nor can I boaſt ſucking in knowledge with every breath; 
but there is no man I will yield to in purity of intention, nor 
will I yield in purity of heart, to any man who hears me— 
— I will not ſuffer any man to whiſper away my cha- 
raQer. 

My feelings have been hurt, and if I have treſpaſſed on the 

tience of the Houſe, it muſt be attributed to thoſe feelings, — 

en inſinuations have been thrown our injurious to my honour, 
it becomes neceſſary I ſhould maintain that honour. 

The Right Honourable Secretary who fits upon that bench, 
has been alſo attacked with the ſame impropriety of language 
language, which in my opinion, is more injurious to the man by 
whom it is uttered, than to the object to whom it is applied 
That Right Honourable Gentleman has conducted himſelf with 
becoming delicacy, and has not been backward in declaring that 
great ſavings may be made in the army extraordinaries. The ſe- 
nous diſpoſition he evinces to go into that buſineſs, will not, 
for mere oppoſition ſake, meet oppoſition from me. I ſhall, on 
2 hold myſelf thankful for every retrenchment he ſhall 


To thoſe gentlemen who talk of the ſucceſsleſs mock battles 
fought in their abſence, I ſhall only obſerve, that it reminds me 
of a ſoldier, who, abandoning his comrades at an approaching 
engagement, returns after their defeat, and cries out, ** O he, boys! 
How comes it you were ſo ſhamefully beaten? ' Had I been there 
I would have — the fate of the day.“ And why, 
were you not there? .replied his comrades. So may I truly aſk 
why did gentlemen abandon. their duty, when their country's 
fate was in queſtion ? The meaſure was not ſtole into the Houſe, 
ad why did they not attend to ſupport it ? Sufficient notice was 
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given of it to every one within doors, and evety one without 
doors was apprized ofit, With what propriety, therefore, can 


thoſe men throw out inſinuations againſt my conduct, when they 
were themſelves guilty of a — ? | | 
Mr. Corry roſe, and in a torrent of elocution, that from its per- 
ſpicuity, ſwiftneſs, matter and manner, we find ourſelves unable 
to convey an adequate idea of, reprobated in the ſevereſt terms 
the late practice of calling for the order of the day z and then, aſ - 
ter anſwering the Attorney General's objections to the addrels, 
obſerved, that no Lord Lieutenant had ever come to this king- 
dom in more favourable circumſtances than the preſent, ſent here. 
under the auſpices of the Duke of Portland, a nobleman that may 
truly be ſaid to have given us a conſtitution, and who during his 
ſtay here, had — effectual retrenchments:— To any vice- 
roy whom it has been the gracious will of his ſovereign to appoint, 
this country has always given the moſt implicit corſtidence on his 
arrival; and to that miniſtry, which gave hopes that they would 
act upon the — of the noble Duke, under whoſe auſpices 
they arrived here, and which was certainly to be fairly .implied 
from his appointment under that noble Duke's adminiſtration, the 
| contidence was given, of a conduct truly according with 
the real whig principles which that party profeſs : the country re- 
ed themſelves in ſure and certain hope, that cxconomy in the 
adminiſtration of the government, regard to the conſtitution, at- 
tention to the people, would be the leading features of the pic+ 
ture to be drawn of their future conduct; that if the wiſhes of the 
| — ſhould generally lead to any particular point, they were 
ure, if not of the moſt immediate compliance, at leaſt of the moſt 
flattering attention ; that if the conſtitution, or the proceedings 
in parliament could be rendered more to accord with the {ſpirit of 
the trae whig friends of the country, that both would be promot- 
ed to the utmoſt of their power z—that if reduction of expence 
could be effected, no efforts would be wanting to give immediate 
birth 2 of retrenchment, and efficacy to meaſures of æco- 
nomy an extenſive and wiſe ſyſtem of commerce would be 
propoſed and adapted, and that arrangements would be made up- 
on the laſting foundation of juſtice and equity, between the two 
countries, in order that the immutable principles of right and 
truth, being once clearly laid down, and mutually agreed in, all 
future poſlible difſenſion might be for ever precluded between 
them z—and to crown the whole, as peace was happily reſtored, 
whatever were the terms of it, that the ſeaſon furniſhed the molt 
ample means and opportunity of putting into effect without mo- 
leſtation, all the wite and happy meaſures, which wanted only 
ſuch a ſeaſon for their full maturity, and for the nation to reap 


that harveſt of ſubſtantial advantage, which their own virtues had 
in glorious and immortal efforts ſown the feeds of, —But alas, 
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Sir, theſe flattering proſpects have proved all deluſion, and there 
is the moſt decided reaſon, in reviewing the conduct that has been 
held, for withdrawing our confidence from the prefent adminiftra- 
tion, and agreeing in an addreſs which contains in itfelf, an unde- 
niable train of facts, and concludes with ſtating, that we cannot 
confide in the promiſes of his Majeſty's miniſters, and therefore 
implore his Majeſty's aſſiſtance againſt them, upon the ſubje& of 
economy z the truth of this, Sir, muſt appear whether you turn 
your eyes to your military eſtabliſhment, to your commercial ſy{- 
tem, or to your internal ceconomy. 

As to your military eſtabliſhment the bleſſings of peace are re- 
ſtored, but your army is continued as burthenſome as during the 
war: But you are promiſed a ſaving in army extraordinaries; the 
reduction of your army eſtabliſhment would have been an effectu- 
al retrenchment of expence, the extraordinaries of your army 
muſt be reduced by the nature of the ſervice in time of peace— 
Thus retrenchment is refuſed you, in the only article where re- 
trenchment could be effeQtual, that is in the reduction of your 
army ; and a paltry œconomy promiſed you in the only article 
where profuſion is impraQticable, that is in the extraordinaries of 
your army. Though your war eſtabliſhment is kept up, there 
is not even the extenuation of any ſtatement, to ſhew that the 
troops or the garriſons of Great Britain require it, or that the em- 
pire is thereby put in any reſpect in a better ſituation: Where are 
the documents to ſhew the neceſſity for armies, when Great Bri- 
tain 1s fitting down in peace, or the demand for garriſons when ſhe 
has loſt thirteen provinces, and evacuated the continent of Ame- 
rica ?—Had ſhe required them, Ireland would have ſuſtained the 
burthen with pleaſure, ſtanding upon the ground of the neceſſities 
of Great Britain, and animated and ſupported by the conſcious dig- 
nity, and pride of diſintereſted generoſity; that generoſity which 
is one of the characteriſtic virtues of your nation: and therefore 
a3 this meaſure mult ſtrike the people of Ireland, it muſt appear 2 
meaſure of profuſion and prodigality, not warranted by any ne- 
ceſſity, and to Great Britain it muſt appear a dupery upon this 
country ; fince you have neither the merit of granting a favour, 
nor the advantage of claiming an acknowledgment. But the 

ect is different from any of theſe, an army of patronage, not 

protection, is to be your eſtabliſhment ;z an army of the miniſ- 
ter, not an army of the country—an army of officers, not an 
army of men—an army that a general would laugh at, it he knew 
his profeſſion, and an enemy deſpiſe—an army burthenſome in 
maintenance, and inſufficient in ſervice—one merit, however, 
muſt be given to the adviſers of this meaſure, that it is of all ar- 
mies the beſt calculated for the ſituation of this kingdom, where in- 
fluence alone is wanting to the miniſter, not protection to the coun- 
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try.— Does this give you confidence in the ceconomy of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters ? | f 
Does the ſtate of your commercial ſyſtem inſpire confidence in 
them ? To a queſtion of national cxconomy as this is, commercial 
conſideration can never be deemed foreign; for ceconomy always 
includes a conſideration of means, and their ſufficiency or inſuft- 
Ciency to their purpoſes, and commerce is in this as in every other 
country, the ſource of thoſe means which are to be conſidered — 
At the opening of the ſeſſion, the ſubject of commerce was pre- 
ſented to the attention of the miniſter; and when a member moy- 
ed an enquiry into one branch, which evidently ſtood in need of 
regulation, | it was then denied that it did fo, he was told, 
that he ought not to fritter away the greatneſs of the ſubject by 
frivolous enquiries, that a great ſyſtem was to be formed, and 
brought forward by miniſtry. I happened to be that member 
who incurred the rebuke, and I congratulated the Houſe then 
upon the evidence it gave of a great commercial ſyſtem being ſo 
far formed and faſhioned, as to be liable to be deranged by any in- 
terference of another hand; and is it poſſible that every man in 
this Houſe, and that every man in the nation, ſhould be left to 
this time in ignorance, not of what are to be the commercial re- 
gulations, for thoſe might require time and are trivial in compati- 
ſon, but of the commercial principles of this country; principles 
that ought to be clearly ſtated, fully digeſted, generally approv- 
ed, and univerſally avowed—to leave this undone, ſhews an in- 
capacity or a criminality, that I am ſorry to be obliged to im- 
pute; incapacity to a miniſtry unable to form ſuch a ſyſtem is 
iurely to be imputed, and criminality to a miniſtry neglecting to 
form and bring it forward, is ſurely to be charged. | 
And here let me call your attention to a ſubje@ that de- 
mands your utmoſt vigilance—if ever you rejoiced in the name 
of a free trade, or if ever you gloried in a free conſtitution to pro- 
tect that trade; yourejoiced in things certainly neceſſary to your 
happineſs, but certainly of abſtract nature only, You are now 
to apply thoſe acquiſitions practically the only way in which 
they are valuable, and to lay your hand upon the ſubſtance in 
which they exiſt ; for without that ſubſtance they are meer empty 
words, plauſible topics of declamation, fruitful ſources of popu 
lar applauſe.—You are now to ſubſtantiate the bleſſings of a free 
trade, by the power and energy of a free conſtitution—you are 
now to ſettle the principles of your commerce, as an independent 
country, and that in two different fituations : firſt as a federative 
country with the ſiſter kingdom, and ſecondly, as a ſovereign 
country with the reſt of the world two very diſtin arrange- 
ments: What thoſe arrangements are to be, I am far from preſum- 
ing to ſay, but I will ſay, that it behoves us to conſider them 
well, and that ſpeedily. And, Sir, let me call your attention 


city, as to baniſh all confidence in thoſe who firſt formally 
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particularly to one great conſideration, which extends to both 
thoſe points, I mean the navigation act; on the conſtruction of 
which depend the future welfare and grandeur of this country,— 
RecolleQ and for ever remember the declaration made within theſe 
few days by a Right Hon. Member (Mr. Foſter) who, with amanly 
and decided clearneſs, that does him honour, declared his expli- 
cit reſolution to contend for an equal, fair and identical conſtrue- 
tion of that act with what ſhall prevail in England. Recollect 
his firmneſs in perſevering in that declaration, notwithſtanding 
that another Right Hon. Gentleman next him (Mr. Secretary 
Pelham) got up to deliver a ſentiment, certainly not to that 
amount, if not in oppoſition to it. Does that bode well to this 
country? Does that diſcover a regard to the rights of Ireland? 
Is that confiſtent with ideas of mutual advantage, common rights 
and intereſts, and equal trade? Does that give you confidence 
in the cxconomy of his Majeſty's miniſters ? 

See now, Sir, whether your internal œconomy affords better 
grounds for confiding in the preſent miniſtry, Where are the 
reductions made in your civil liſt to balance the profuſion of your 
military prodigality ? Where are the offices ſuppreſſed, or the 
penſions diſcontinued, notwithſtanding the hopes given upon that 
ſcore to parliament, and the profeſſions made? profeſſions which, 
had they been put in practice, muſt have ſtill been branded with 
the abſurdity of neglecting military cxconomy in time of peace, 
and retrenching revenue othces at the moment we were to expect 
an extenſion of trade :—Inſtead of even theſe. meaſures we have 
ſeen increaſe of ſalaries voted at a time when the country was 
ſcarcely able to pay the old, and without any documents what- 
ſoever to ſhew either increaſe of expence in the offices to which 
they were granted, or any new circumſtance that proved them 
juſtifiable. + | 

How ought the adviſers of his Excellency to bluſh at the recol- 
lection of having added meanneſs to the extravagance of his ad- 
miniſtration, when they reflect that the firſt new extravagance of 
his Excellency's government had for its object his Excellency's 
own emolument ! The increaſe of ſalaries to the Lord Lieutenant 
and his Secretary are warranted by no eſtimate of their expence, 


or of the ability of the country; and where is the merit of their 


adminiſtration that calls for ſuch a voluntary teſtimony of national 


regard? Have they reduced your eſtabliſhments ?—Have they 


acknowledged your commercial rights ?—Have they formed a 
ſyſtem for your trade ?—Have they given you a parliamentary 


reform ?—Have they given due conttruQtion to the navigation 


at ?—Have they ſettled the treaty with Portugal? Have they 
ſettled your trade with America? But whatever the meaſure was 
in itſelf, the manner of it is ſo degrading, and is of ſuch — 

uſe 
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pledge his Excellency's commands for the refutal, ſtating 
that they are but juſt come out of his Excellency's clotet, and 
then with ſhamelefs inconſiſtency themſelves carry by numbers, 
on a diviſion, the meafures they in their ſpeeches oppoſed. lt 
puts me in mind, Sir, of a play in which I ated when at ſchool; 
it was Richard the Third, and I remember I played Buckingham, 
who was the confidential miniſter of Richard, the protector or 
viceroy of the kingdom. Richard, Sir, had a great mind to have 
the crown forced upon him by the people, but was determined 
to appear to refuſe it; and he fends for Buckingham into his 
cloſet : Buckingham, Sir, was not the attorney-general, but yet 
an able minifter for the purpoſe :—** My dear couſin and coun- 
ſellor, ſays the viceroy, the people are now met, and there will 
be ſomething ſaid about the crown; haſten down to the meeting, 
and tell them that you-are juſt come out of my cloſet, and that 
you come to aſſute them, that it is my command that they ſhall 
not think of offering the crown to me upon any terms; and that 
if they do, I certainly ſhall not accept of it: And then, my dear 
Buckingham, no matter for what you have ſaid, tell them that, 
notwithſtanding all you have ſpoken, yet that they ought to force 
it upon me; and be the firſt to toſs up your cap, or, if there be 
a diviſion, be the firſt to croſs the floor: and be ſure to carry the 
[re and you ſhall have the earldom of Hereford for your pains.” 
H 


ere the Houſe in a loud laugh.] I remember, Sit, continued 

. Carry, I did not much like the buſineſs, being a very young 
man, and I thought in my own mind, rather that the author was 
ro be held cheap for impoſing upon me a ſcene which even hurt 
me to play it, but which could never poſſibly be acted in real 
life. I muſt confeſs, Sir, I was but a poor judge then of Shake- 
How's merit, and little acquainted at that time with politics, 
owever, Sir, if I recolle& the play, I came back to the viceroy 
after the bufineſs was over, and told him what a devil of a figure 
I had made of myſeli how the people all ſtared to hear me ſpeak 
one way and vote the other that when I came as minitter juſt 
out of the cloſet with your commands, and the next fentence 
ſaid that I would do direQtly the reverſe of them, and bid them do 
the ſame, they thought nothing elſe, to be ſure, but that your 
Excellency muſt have been at the bottom of it all, and that as 
to what they thought of me, I muſt have appeared extremely ri- 
diculous and very contemptible indeed; but be that as it might, 
that their ſpeaker was to come up at the head of them with an 
addreſs begging that your Excellency may accept of their offer. 
Here the Houſe was in a roar of laughter.] I remember, Sir, 
we then ſettled the etiquette of the viceroy's receiving them—how 
long he was to refuſe and play the virgin, and then, as other 
virgins do, to yield to their rong enforcement.— And then, Sir, 
1 recolle& I put him in mind of the earldom and moveables of 
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Hereford that were promiſed me: But, whether from a change of 
the viceroy's mind, or from a change of miniſtry, I never got my 

erment. | 

Yet, Sir, whatever we may have ſeen reſembling the former 
part, I ſincerely hope we may not ſee the latter in the diſap- 
pointment of a right honourable and worthy friend of mine, but 
that he may ſpeedily adorn that bench to which this Houſe is 
deſtined to reſign him: for if my right honourable friend, on that 
occaſion, ſeemed weakly to have yielded to the intereſted wiſhes 
> others, let it not be imputed as criminal; complacency of diſ- 
poſition and goodneſs of heart ſhield him, even as a politician 
and that kind of weakneſs, like the weakneſs of the other ſex, proves 
zyainſt every attack the ſtrongeſt protection. | 

But, Sir, there is another reaſon for not repoſing confidence 
in his Majeſty's preſent miniſters in this country, and a 2 
ene it is, for the Houſe muſt remember it: In the opening o 
the budget it ws ſtated by the miniſter expreſly that no new tax 
would be propoſed ; and now, Sir, ſee whether that is the caſe, 
Was not a tax on your home brewery propoſed, which was 
obliged to be withdrawn ? I mean, excluſive of that on malt li- 
=_ imported.—ls there not a tax of 6d. on rum, and 8d. on 
reign ſpirits, the gallon ?—Is not the old allowance of 6 and 
10 per cent, taken away from the merchant importer, in order 
to retain the old diſtinction ?—ls not a new 6 per cent. impoſed 
on retailing importers ?—Are there not other new taxes impoſed 
under different pretences, and ſome other yet to follow? Does 
tis conduct inſpire confidence ? In ſhort, Sit, the ftate of the 
country forbids confidence—Peace is reftored to the empire, yet 
your army is continued as burthenſome as during the war; nay, 
it becomes even more ſo by the reſtoration of your troops which 
you nobly lent to Great Britain, when you undertook to defend 
jour on coaſts by your own volunteers—the ſeſſion is advanc- 
ed to the near finiſhing of the miniſter's buſineſs, but no plan of 
economy propoſed— no new encreaſe of expence appearing to 
tie Houſe, yet new encreaſe of emolument voted to his Excel- 
_ and his Secretary, and the divifion headed by the miniſtry 
in tavour of it. Oeconomy recommended from the throne in a 
cafe where it could not — , the Gene vans being already come 
over, and where, if it could apply, it would be diſgrace pro- 
ulion abetted by the ſervants of the crown in a manner that adds 
meanneſs to criminality the commercial intereſts of the nation 
lulfered to languiſh unnoticed, and the ſyſtem of your trade not 
do much as mentioned in the houſe by miniſtry—the anxious 
viſnes of the people of Ireland for a parliamentary reform not 
only diſappointed, but their favourite object ſcouted out of the 
Houſe with a contempt that denied it even the form of a hearing. 
This is a ſubject, Su, upon which I ſhould dwell, but that 1 
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feel myſelf reſtrained by that moderation and regard to publie 
peace, the want of which J ſo ſtrongly blame upon this ſubje& in 
miniſtry: But I ſhall not dwell on it, for popularity is a thing 
which, though I revere it, yet I never court; and public peace 
is a thing I always highly regard : Still, Sir, I muſt expreſs my 
diſapprobation of the arbitrary condemning of a meaſure not con- 
ſidered, and the calumniating of a body of men, the volunteers, 
firſt miſrepreſented as to their conduct, and afterwards cenſured 
for the monſtrous and falſe deſcription given of them. Idolatry 
of old formed with its own hand the object to which it proſtrated 
itſelf afterwards in worſhip, it was left for the political blaſ- 
phemy of the preſent day to vilify with its own tongue, the object 
of public veneration, and then to inſult it with a contempt found- 
ed only in its own defamation. Upon every conſideration, Sir, 
I ſhall vote for the addreſs propoſed. 

Mr. Hatten ſaid, though he rejected the idea of troubling his 
Majeſty on every occaſion, he 8 the preſent addreſs neceſſary. 
The aſſertion made by a Right Hon. Gentleman, that the diſ- 
treſſes of the poor aroſe from idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and madneſs 
for a reform, was unjuſt and illiberal. The uniform conduct of 
that Right Hon, Gentleman, reminded him of a line in a remark- 
able poet: 


t: > a 
He ſcorns the baſe degrees by which he roſe,” 


The Attorney General—T never, in my life, was more aſtoniſhed 


than at the wanton and unprovoked attack now made upon me. 
If the arm of any other man had been lifted to aim ſuch a ſtroke, 
J ſhould have looked to the perſon from whom it came to have 
been the firſt to riſe in my defence. I cannot account for this 
attack on any other ground, but that the gentleman, being unable 
to produce any argument on the preſent debate, turned aſide to 
ſpeak of the volunteers. I did not introduce the volunteers—no 
words or meaning of mine had any application to that ſubjeR. 
He ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman remarked, that * they were 
running after viſionary projects of reform.” {| Here the Attorney 
General explained what he ſaid about the manufaturers.) But 
even if | had applied ſuch words to the volunteers, I am not afraid 
to repeat them—I am not afraid to repeat, that the volunteers 
aſſembling and projecting an alteration of the conſtitution, medi- 
tating to ſuperſede the authority, under the pretence of reform- 
ing parliament, places their ſituation in a different light from 
that in-which they ſtood, when they loyally and dutifully pledged 
themſel ves to maintain the rights — privileges of parliament. 
And this I am free to avow, at the very time, that I ſhall now 
and ever declare, that they have my hearty thanks, and my warm 
itude, for ſuch a noble demeanor of conduct. They have 
greatly inſtrumental in procuring all theſe advantages for 
their country which it now enjoys. But after obtaining thoſe 
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advantages, is this a time for them to meet in arms, and impeach 
that parliament, which, during its ſitting, has neglected no oc- 
caſion of advancing the intereſt of the nation? The barons who 
obtained the great charter of our liberties, though they met in 
arms at Runnymede, met in parliament, not to ſubvert, but to 
ſupport the conſtitution, and to wreſt a uſurped prerogative out 
of the hands of a tyrant. But what uſurpation of prerogative is 
there now to complain of? The power of the crown is limited 
to its proper bounds z and when the intereſt and the preſer- 
ration of the ſubject, compelled the crown to extend its pre- 
rogative beyond thoſe bounds, has it not come, as a ſuppliant 
to your bar for indemnification ? A bill is now under the very 
roof of this houſe, to indemnify thoſe who adviſed and acted 
under a late ſuſpenſion of the law, which prevented the people 
from periſhing in famine. Illiberal language may be thrown out 
againſt me, but a conſcious rectitude thall make me deſpiſe ſuch 
language. It was ſaid, I ſcorned the baſe degrees by which I 
aſcended—1 ſcorn the aſſertion as much as I do thoſe who uttered 
it, What action or ſituation of my life has given me occaſion 
to hide or to ſcorn the degrees by which I may be faid to have 
aſcended to the ftation in which I now ſtand ? I thank Heaven, 
I could now retire from that ſtation, and bid defiance to the voice 
of calumny in the contemplation of a life, unſtained with crimes, 
and untainted by vices. No change from one fide of the houſe 
to the other, can ever change me. Can any man ſay, that I 
ever delivered a ſentiment on that fide, that I do not maintain on 
this? I made no overtures to government—government came 
over to me. I went into office with the conſtitution, and when 
miniſters ceaſe to ſupport that, I will then go out. 

When I Arte the idleneſs of the manufacturers, I meant 
not to arraign the poor deluded people, but thoſe factious incen- 
diaries, who excite'them to aſſemble into mobs, and come in a 
tumultuous manner to your doors. As to retrenchments, I be- 
lieve my Hon. Friend (Mr. Corry) and I comprehend one object. 
He may be.affured of my hearty coincidence with any meaſure 
he ſhall adopt to ſerve the country. I ſhall be as ready to ſupport 
as he can be to — 4 it; and though I may be the object of 
his ingenious alluſton in the ſtory of Buckingham, yet I can 
laugh, as well as, any man, at his pleaſant and agreeable manner 
of application. 

he part I took in the increafing of the Lord Lieutenant's 
ſalary, thould preclude me from being upbraided on that head. 
You will do me the juſtice to recollect, that I delivered his Ex- 
cellency's meſſage, declining the liberality of the Houſe, or at 
leaſt to wait the reſult of his Majefty's pleaſure on ſo important a 
matter; but it being over-ruled, I voted according to the dic- 
tates of my own judgment and opinion, —_ 
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Mr. Maſan I muſt make one obſervation, which is, that hy 
the Hon. Gentleman's own aſſertion, the addreſs he has moved 
cannot anſwer the, end he propoſes. He ſays, that no tetrench- 
ment can be made, but in the military eſtabliſhment ; but the 
military eſtabliſhment for the enſuing year, has already paſſed 
both in this Houſe and in the Lords, and is now ready for the royal 
aſſent. I admit his Majeſty can put a negative on it, but it is 
an undoubted prerogative of the crown rarely experienced, and 
odious to the people. Suppoſing the crown willing to 2 A ne- 
gative, — not be reducing the Houſe to the abſurdity of 
addreſſing his Majeſty to with-hold his aſſent from a bill we had 
ourſel ves approved, and ſent up to the throne ? 

Mr. Melynexx+—The grant of 4000l. a year additional ſalary 
to the Lord Lieutenant is ſo often dragged y the head and ſhoul- 
ders into the debates of this Houſe, it becomes neceſſary for 

me to ſay ſomething in its defence, | 
That meaſure daily meets a greater ſhare of my approbation, 
in proportion as I the more conſider it—inſomuch that, were it 
yet undone, regardleſs of any thing that has been urged againſt 
it, I ſhould be proud to father it. I would yet propoſe that reſo- 
lution, which ſeems to give gentlemen. ſo much uneaſineſs.—I 
Rand here totally unconnected with adminiſtration I did not on 
that occaſion conſult them—nor did they urge me forwards. I 
thought an addition of 4000. a year to the Chief Goyernor's 
falary was neceſſary, in order to enable him to ſupport the dignity 
of his ſituation, in the manner the honour of a great nation re- 
ired ; and conſcious that I was actuated by no ſiniſter views, 
made a motion for the purpoſe. The motion was ſeconded by a 
very independent and reſpectable member. But if my charaQter 
is attacked, I ſhall be found a: hr defend it, both in the Houſe 
and elſewhere. I took not the Houſe by ſurpriſe—lI gave ſuffici- 
ent notice—why did not they attend ? Are they to come here 
— for how amuſement ? If the meaſure was wrong, they ſhould 
ve © it, 

Mr. Crattan The Hon. Gentleman who moved this addreſs, 
is very right when he ſays, it is like the one I formerly had the 
honour to propoſe in this Houſe, and only commendable or wor- 
thy of imitation ; in its ſolicitation for a neceſſary and laudable 
tetrenchment, I am inclined to the opinion of that Hon. Gentle- 
man, that a retrenchment cannot be attained by a fooliſh reliance 
on miniſters, but by the proper interference of this Houſe, in 
——— a minute detail, and a ſtrict inveſtigation of the articles 

— Pw 

It muſt be acknowledged, however, that the affairs of this 

ingdom now wear a very different aſpect from what they did 
when I had the honour of moving that addreſs. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſays, ** that the hope of retrenchment from the ſervants 
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of the crown, was then vain.” I am ſenſible of the truth of 
the obſervation. The avenues to information were barred and 
obſtructed; there was a total indiſpoſition in miniſters to ſto 
the tide of prodigality, Economy was rejected, and oppoſi- 
tion was given to the forming of any committee for pointing 
out ſuch objects as * 29a to be curtailed. An addreſs at that 
time was a ſort of a forlorn hope; an appeal from parliament 
to the throne. But how much more dignified is our preſent 
ſituation, without relying on our increaſing revenue, and our 
greater hopes of revenue! Before the moving of this addreſs 
we went into a committee, which was not moved for with a 
deſign to procraſtinate, but to gain neceſſary information. Papers 
have been called for, which almoſt any adminiſtration would 
refuſe, and when ſuch papers are duly conſidered, ſome expe- 
dient may be deviſed, which may anſwer the intended purpoſe 
better than this addreſs, . 

The military eſtabliſhment, as already obſerved, is fixed for 
the enſuing year, and no doubt ſome conſiderable ſavings will 
be made in the military extraordinaries. The miniſter who 
ſtrikes off 66,000). at one time, deſerves, in my opinion, ſome 
credit, as in that he does more than any one of his predeceſ- 
ſors; and ſo far ſtands acquitted of the « An: of prodigality. 

I do not wiſh that gentlemen ſhould run away with an opinion, 
that a committee is the grave of public buſineſs ; for the whole 
buſineſs of the nation is done in committees. The commiſſioners 
have been mentioned, but I have reaſon to believe, that I ſhall 
have their ſupport in the work of retrenchment. 

There has been a charge brought againſt adminiſtration, for 
having promiſed that no new tax ſhould be laid, and after- 
wards breaking that promiſe z but nothing has been done, but 
mere regulations of trade, calculated to favour our own manu- 
faQtures 3 and theſe, as far as they operate, may be conſidered 
33 protecting duties — the duties ſo ardently deſired by the 
people. 

Much has been ſaid about the Lord Lieutenant's additional 
falary. I can only ſay, it has my warm diſapprobation. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Attorney General) communicated to me 
the converſation he had the honour of holding with his Excel- 
leacy on the occaſion; but as I did not imagine that ſuch a 
matter would be forced upon his Excellency againſt his will, 
I thought it unneceiſary to come to the Houſe, and therefore 
went to the country. But though I am certain of the honour- 
able intentions of the gentleman who made the motion, yet I 
deem it a very filly act of prodigality. | 


Mr. Secretary Pelbam affured the Houſe of his ſincere in- 


tention, to give every aid in his power to afliſt the committee 
to forward 4 of cotrenchaiods, | g 
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Mr. Crookſbank applauded the motives that he was confident 
induced the Hon. tleman to move for the addreſs; that he 
was himſelf as warm an advocate as any man for retrenching 
the expences of government, as far as it was practicable, con- 
fiſtent with the dignity and the intereſt, of the nation, and 
there was a time, he ſaid, when ſuch a motion as the preſent 
might have been made with great propriety—a time when go- 
vernment was running into every extravagance—when the reve- 
nue of the country was finking under the expence, and under 
the impulſe of a fettered conſtitution and a ſbackled commerce, 
But thoſe times are no more, our conſtitution and our com- 
merce are now free—our revenue has increaſed, is increaſing, 
and likely to increaſe more—Did the Hon. Gentleman know 
that the duties and aids applicable to the loans and intereſt had 
increaſed in the laſt two years above 74, oool. and. that the 
penſion lift which had been ſwelled above 100, oool. was then 
reduced to little more than 80,000/.—He called upon the Hon, 
Gentleman to point out in what inſtance the preſent admini- 
ſtration had ſhewn an extravagance ; that if there was none, as 
he was confident was the caſe, it would be ungenerous in the 
Houſe to agree to 2 meaſure that would impreſs the idea, for 
neither the King nor the people would ever believe the com- 
mons would interfere without ſome cauſe. Gevernment, like 
individuals, had their feelings; and who was the man, con- 
ſcious of his own integrity and rectitude of conduct, that would 
not be hurt by a meaſure reflecting on that which he was moſt 
chaſte in ?—He would therefore vote againſt the addreſs. 

Sir Edward Newenham.—The Right Hon. Member who ſpoke 
laſt but two has ſo candidly committed himſelf to bring forward 
a plan of retrenchment in the civil liſt; and as I have a fall 
reliance upon his integrity and aſſertion in this reſpect, I 
think the motion premature—we ſhould firſt lay a plan of re- 
trenchment, mark each ſpecific article of extravagance, and then 
addreſs his Majeſty to remove the grievance complained of ; let us 
have inditputable evidence to lay before the throne—burt I can- 
not agree to this old hackneyed mode of getting rid of conſti- 
tutional queſtions. Some Right Hon. Members, when they pre- 
tended to be warm in the cauſe of Ireland, reprobated that 
diſgraceful mode of evading facts; but thoſe men have 
the Rubicon—all Ireland will now join with me in ſaying, 

Tigris agit rabida, cum Tigrida pacem. 
I hope the Right Hon. Member (the Attorney General) will 
withdraw his previous queſtion, and let the addreſs be debated 
with candour, and not for ever fink us by his majorities. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſpoke for the addreſs. 

Mr. 8 begged eave to take notice of ſome words that 
fell from a Right Hon. Gentleman (the Attorney General) — He 
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had ſaid, that the diſtreſſes of the poor were more owing to theit 
idleneſs and drunkenneſs, than to any other cauſe. If that Right 
Hon. Gentleman had paid as claſe attention to a committee as 
he had done, he would find that the cauſe was the great im- 
portation of manufactures into this country. 


On the queſtion being put, for going into the order of the 
day, it was carried in the affirmative, without a diviſion. 


Before the Speaker left the chair, Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, 
there was an way. practice exiſted in the mode of king's let- 
ters, ſigned by the lords of the treaſury : he had it in idea to 
have a bill framed, to diſqualify every perſon but the Lord Lieu- 
tenant from paying money on king's letters. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that notwithitanding the king's ſign 
manual, and that counterſigned by the Lords of the treaſury, 
a ſhilling could not be had without 2 warrant from the Lord 
Lieutenant: and therefore the Hon. Baronet might reſt ſatisfied 
on that head, 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for eſtabliſhing 
a high court of admitalty in this kingdom, Mr. Solicitor Ge- 
neral in the chair. Went through the bill——Reported, 


— — — — 


WepNnesDay, DECEMBER 10, 1783. 


The Houſe in committee, went through the bill to prevent 
bribery and corruption in electing members to ſerve in par- 
1 and ordered to be engroſſed. 

The bill for relief of inſolvent debtors, was read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be committed. 


Several petitions from inſolvents were preſented, praying re- 
lief.—Ordered to lie cn the table. 


The Houſe in a committee, went through the qualification 
bill. —Reported, and ordered to be engroſſed. 


Mr. Alexander Montgomery preſented a petition from the fur- 
riers of the city of Dublin. Referred to Mr. Gardiner's com- 


mittee. 
The admiralty bill, read, paſſed, and ordered to the Lords. 


Captain Brooke's loan bill was read a ſecond time, and 
committed for to-morrow. 


On a motion of Mr. Brooke, the clerk of the peace of the 


county of Tyrone was ordered to attend this Houſe on Mon- 
day ſe'nnight. 


* 
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ThunSDAy, DECEMBER I, 1783. 


Mr. Deanis Doly, chairman of the county Cork committee, 
reported that the Right Hon. Lord N was duly 
elected for ſaid county. 


A meſſage from the Lords, that they agreed without any 
amendment, to the bill for facilitating the trade with America, 
the mutiny bill and ſmall beer bill. | 


Mr. Burton, chairman of the county Weſtmeath committee, 
moved that Robert Sharman, Michael Daly, John Geoghegan, 
and two other perſons, be ordered into the cuſtody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, for refuling to attend the ſaid committee, —Or- 
dered accordingly. 


Captain Burgh,—There has occurred on the city of Cork 
petition, a moſt flagrant inſtance of direct perjury.—By order 
of the committee, . report it to the Houſe, for them to 

roceed in it as they ſhall think proper. — He then moved, that 

homas Millar ſhould be brought to the bar of the Houſe; 
which being done, he moved that the ſaid Thomas Millar ſhould 
be committed to the new jail. 

Mr. Chatterton entreated the Houſe, for the honour of the city 
of Cork, to proceed with as much rigour as the caſe would 
admit. : 8 

The Speaker called on Thomas Millar to make his defence 
to which he replied that he confeſſed his fault, and threw him- 
ſelf on the Houſe for forgiveneſs. | 

No perſon interceding 2 him, he was ſent to jail. 


A new writ was ordered for the borough of Bangor. 


Mr. Charterten.— As there will be ſeveral petitions received 
from perſons ſoliciting the benefit of the act of grace, who per- 
haps are not at this inſtant in cuſtody, and whom it was not 
the intention of the propoſets to exclude, I ſhall move youpthat 
the committee of the whole Houſe to whom the bill is refer- 
red, ſhall have permiſſion to admit a clauſe to that purpoſe. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved an amendment—** which perſons 
are now actually . in the kingdom; — this, he ſaid, was 
to prevent any perſons from being able to ſurpriſe their credi- 
tors. —Qrdered accordingly. 

Sir Henry Hartftonge moved, that all perſons ſoliciting the be- 
nefit of the act, ſhould be conſidered as paupers, and excuſed 
fees —Ordered. 


Mr. Taler reported from the committee appointed to try the 
Baltimore election, that Arthur Gore, commonly called Lord 
Sudley, was duly elected for the borough of Baltimore; that 
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Arthur Gore, commonly called Lord Sudley, ſhould have been 
duly returned that Richard Longfield, Eſqʒ was duly elected 
for the borough of Baltimore z that Richard Longheld, Eſq; 
ſhould have been duly returned. 

He faid, the committee had likewiſe come to the following 
reſolution : “ That James Freke, the returning officer, had 
been guilty of groſs miſbehaviour, and a flagrant breach of the 
duty of his office, by giving various unnecetlary delays, and by 
abſenting himſelf without making a proper return.” Mr. Toler 
then moved, that James Freke be ordered to attend at the bar of 
the Houſe to-morraw.—Ordered,—He then moved, that a new 
writ be iſſued for the borough of Donegall.—Ordered. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houte, to take into conſideration the petition 
of the company of undertakers of the grand canal, together with 
the report thereupon z and after ſome time ſpent therein Mr. 


t Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. Burgh (of Harriſtown) re- 
3 ported from the committee that they had made ſome progreſs in 
d the matter to them referred, and that he was directed to move 
the Houle for leave to ſit again. 
y Reſolved, that this Houſe will, to-morrow morning, reſolve 
10 itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take into further 
conſideration the petition of the company of undertakers of the 
_ grand canal, together with the report thereupon. 
n- Sir John Blaquiere—The committee now ſees that to complete 


this great national undertaking, it will be neceſſary to grant to 
the company the nation's credit or name for 50,000/. which the 
company will repay in ten years, in the mean time paying re- 
gularly the intereſt, and giving ample ſecurity for the principal. 


ed As the welfare of the country is at ſtake, as there can ſcarcel 
et- come before the Houſe an object of greater importance, I tru 
not this humble and reaſonable petition will be complied with. I 


am ſure gentlemen muſt be ſo well convinced of the advantages 
which thoſe nations enjoy which poſſeſs canals, that it will not 
be neceſſary for me to expatiate on them. The great empire of 
China is interſected with innumerable canals in every direction. 
Holland derives no {mall portion of her wealth from her canals— 
England feels the advantage of hers very ſenſibly In France there 
18 not only a canal from the Mediterranean to the ocean, but a 
very conſiderable one from the Seine into the interior country, 
In every commercial country, their advantages are obvious, for 
8 almoſt all the raw materials of ade, and almoit all the necet- 
laries of life are ſo encrmouſly cuhanced by the expence of a long 


5 land carriage, that ſuch carriage is a tax that hardly any commo- 
dity can bear, ſo by a canal, where two inen and one horte can 


effect the work of forty men and an hundred horſes, the price of 
cariage is reduced to almoſt nothing, and the diſtance from 
3.4 
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materials and neceffaries becomes an object of no concern, ay 
they can be brought toevery man's door at an eaſy expence. Ac- 
cordingly, as I ſaid, every nation where commerce flouriſhes, 
has its canals, except local circumſtances forbid, and perhaps the 
want of this method of conveyance may be the reaſon why manu- 
faQtures do not thrive in Spain. 

You have begun an inland navigation in Ireland, and it would be 
an inſult to this nation, to ſuppote that you cannot have it com- 
pleated, and the country put in a fituation to derive every bene- 
fit from ſuch a uſeful undertaking, when theſe works have been 
executed with effect in every other country. 

There have been expended very conſiderable ſums in carrying 
on this undertaking z but owing to errors in the orginal plan, 
and the inſufficiency of thoſe who had the management and con- 
ducting of the works, it is not finilbed z, and if proper perfons had 
been appointed to direct the expenditure of the money, the locks 
and bridges might have been compleated for half the money they 
coſt. When this canal is compleated, we can bring corn and 
merchandize from the county Longford, King and Queen's Coun. 
ties, and counties of Carlow and Kildare 3 and coals from Lough 
Allen and Caſtlemartyr. In the articles of oats, timber, ſlates, 
bricks, and potatoes, there would be ſavings to the conſumer 
in Dublin of upwards of 40 per cent. There are other great ad- 
vantages in having this work finiſhed ;- it would increaſe the land 
intereit, encourage agriculture and tillage, and promote the im- 
provement of the country for an extent of upwards of forty 
miles. On the whole, it is propoſed to receive 15,000/, and 
not receive any more, till 10, ooo. part of the 15, oool. are fully 
accounted for; and I ſhall offer ſuch ſecurity on the part of the 
company, as may be approved of. He then moved the following 

refolution : © Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the ſum of 50,0008). be iſſued in treaſury bills to the company 
of the grand canal; 15, oool. in the firſt inſtance, and two-thirds 
of that ſum to be accounted for before any further tum be iſſued; 
and that the {aid company ſhall give ſuch ſecurity as ſhall be re- 
quired by parliament. 

The committee proceeded to the examination of Mr. Evans, 


hh and Mr. Macartney. 
t appeared in the courſe of Mr. Evans's examination, that Mr, 


Smeyton's eſtimate for cutting through the hill of Downing's was 


1 3,000/. that Mr. Trail's eſtimate was 16,000/. though the 
wotk coſt but de. 


Mr. Evans in his examination ſaid, that many errors were com- 


mitted by thoſe who had the conducting of the work, before he 
was engaged, but that it was now ina fair way of anſwering 
many great and uſeful purpoſes, and that in a few years the te- 
venue to the company will be 12,000). a year. 
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He then gave an account what ſums were neceſſary for 
bringing the canal to particular places, the ſituation of thoſe 
places; that if money enough was granted, the Shannon line 
and canal might be carried on together: that Kilkenny collieries 
are not properly worked; deſcribed the fituation of Lough 
Allen collieries, that the coals are as good as Whitehaven coals, 
would be worth about 43. 62. pet ton, that there is excellent 
potters clay, that there are iron mines there, that there are two 
paſſage boats that would go in ten hours and a half from Monaſter- 
even. He then entered into the mode of proceeding with the 
canal, how many men might be employed at the fame time, that 
there were from 15 to 20 miles upon one level. 

Mr. Scott then wiſhed to poſtpone the buſineſs until to-morrow, 

___ Blaquiere ſaid, that the beſt mode to expedite the 
bufineſs, was firſt to examine the witneſſes. 

Mr. Evans then deſcribed the difficulties. He gave his eſtimate 
of making of a new line to Athy from Dublin, which would coft 
120, oool. ſuppoſing it to take in all the towns near it. 

General Cunningham enquired into the number of locks on the 
canal, what tolls they brought in, and what would be the ex- 
pence of keeping them in repair; he was anſwered, that there 
are eighteen locks, that it would take ſeven locks more to bring 
it to Athy, that there are lime-ſtone quarries almoſt the whole 
Way. 

The witneſs was aſked by Mr. Holmes, if he was a monied 
man, whether he would advance 50,000/.- upon the work? He 
faid he would, for the difficulties which once diſcouraged people, 
are now removed, 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh wiſhed to know if there was any reaſon for 
ſaying that all the goods in future would be carried by the canal, 
when ſo many firings of cars are continually going on the ſides of 
the canal with goods ?—He was anſwered, that ſince the locks 
have been finiſhed, the cars have not plied ſo much; this proved a 
futile queſtion ; becauſe boats for freight were appointed yeſ- 
terday. 

Mz. Evans was then examined by Mr. Fitzgibbon, as to the 
tolls; from whence it appeared, that merchants goods and grain 
would pay 2d. per ton carriage for three miles, and 64. per ton 
for tolls for three miles; that the tolls from Athy to Dublin would 
bring in 15, oool. per annum. : 

One of the members wiſhing to poſtpone the buſineſs, Sir Feb 
Blaquiere begged to continue the examination of witneſſes, 

Mr, Macartney was next examined, and gave ſo clear and ſatis- 
factory an account, that Sir John Blaquiere and the other gentlemen 
of the committee, thought it unneceſſary to examine any further 
evidence from Mr. Macartney—ltappeared that in the ſhort diſtance 
between Dublin and Monaſtere ven, land carriage was 1/. 25, 6d. 
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per ton; water-carriage 6s. 84, — That in England, where he went 
for the purpoſe of making himſelf maſter of the ſubject of canals, 
immenſe benefits are every day derived from them as well to the 
public as private perſons. In ſeveral canal companies, ſtock ſells 
for a thoufand per cent. advance, which muſt neceſſarily happen, 
from the wonderful reduction they make in the price of carriage, 
and the conſequent trade that is carried on—an inſtance of this 
happened at Birmingham, where a cut was lately made; the 
day before that cut was opened, coals fold for 114. per ct. wt. 
and the following day they feil to 47. and have fold ever fince at 
that rate. 

Mr. Fafter, who declared himſelf a friend to the undertaking, 

as of great national concern, examined Mr. Macartney as to the 
charge of carriage, and as to the nature of -the ſecurity which 
the company offered for the nation's name to raiſe the ſum in 
queſtion, and concluded with defiring to know, whether if 
$0,000/, in debentures, ſhould now be granted, the company 
would at the end of twelve years engage to bring debentures ſor 
that ſum into the public treaſury, under pain of loſing their 
charter. 
To the firſt enquiry, Mr. Macartney anſwered, that the char- 
ges on this canal were as low as the loweſt in England ; that of 
8. per ton, which was the charge of every three miles, 6d. was 
the lockage or tollage, the remaining 24. only going to the car- 
rier. As to the latter enquiry, he ſaid he would, in caſe the 
nation lent its name to the company for the ſum required, con- 
ſider the charter as mortgaged for the re-payment, and doubted 
not, always to find the Houſe a court of equity. 


—— — 


Faibav, Drcrusx 12, 1783. 


The Houſe in a committee on the petition of the grand canal 
undertakers. : | 

Sir John Blaquiere ſupported the petition with uncommon 
zeal, and a great deal of argument, and called upon the Houſe 
for its aid towards this undertaking, as a matter of 
advantage. : 

Mr. Pelham ſaid, he underſtood that the noblemen and gentle- 
men who had been laſt * mentioned, were to be ſureties, in 
their perſonal fortunes and eſtates for the 50, ooo. Under ſuch 
circumſtances, it was to him ſome matter of ſurprize, that they 
came to parliament to look for money, they could otherwiſe get 
ſo eafily. His reaſon for objecting to the money being iſſued in 
treaſury bills, aroſe from government having already raiſed 


300, oo. in that manner; and if fo large an addition was made 


great national 
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to the loan, it might lay them under the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to lotteries, and other di agrecahle expenſive meaſures. 
He thought it very incumbent on the Houſe, to aſcertain carefully 
the nature of the ſecurity, before the loan ſkould he granted, 2s 
it was infinuated that the noblemen and gent!emen, who had 
been mentioned as ſecurity, did not hold them ſelves reſponſible 
for the payment of either principal or intereſt, 

Mr. Fitzgibbon ſupported his oppoſition in the ſame manner of 
the former night. I was, he ſaid, a manifeſt job. No ſecurity 
had been offered by the company which could be approved of, 
for the money they wanted to borrow. The Houſe ſhould at 
once grant the money as a gift, if they thought the canal a grand 
national object. Would they ſuffer themſelves to be bubbled 
with an imaginary ſecurity of wind and water, and bridges, and 
flood-gates ? , 

Mr. Fefter, after declaring his friendly ſentiments for the con- 
tinuance of the canal, thought the preſent grant ſought for, went 
only to a waſte of the public money, if very proper ſecurity was 
not given, The ſum voted to Captain Brooke had been well 
ſecured z and the ſame was reaſonably to be expected from the 
undertakers of the canal, not only for the repayment ofthe money, 
but for the execution of the work. He thought the lockage was 
charged too high, and on this account, he would move three 
2mendments to the reſolution for granting the company 50, oool. 
33 a loan: Firſt, That the company ſhall bind themſelves to com- 
plete the work to the Shannon, by the juſt expenditure of the 
ſaid loan: Second, To enter into ſecurity for the repayment of 
the ſame : And, Third, To oblige the company to reduce their. 
tolls to one half. The ſum of 150, oool. had been already ex- 
pended by the nation in carrying on this work, and the public 
ſhould derive ſome advantage thete from. No objection was made 
to the firſt amendment, By the aſſiſtance of the encteaſing re- 
venue, and the aid of parliament, the work might, he ſaid, be 
very well finiſhed, On moving the ſecond amendment, a debate 
enſued, and, among others, Mr. Fitzgibbon poſitively infiſted, 
that ſuch very ample and unequivocal ſecurity ſhould be given, 
28 ſhould be approved by a Baron of the Exchequer, on the ſtating 
of the Artorney General. 

The Prime Serjeant ſaid, the Barons of the Exchequer, who, 
by rules of court, were bound not to receive any ſecurity, but 
ſubſtantial, real, or perſonal property, might not deem the ſe- 
cutity, that appeared to the Houle, fully ſufficient He thought 
it would be ungenerous and unhecoming the Houſe to take advan- 
tage of men who had expended above 90,000/. of their property, 
when they offered the work, on which that ſum had been ex- 
pended, as a pledge for the due performance of their engage. 
ment.—He ſaid, it was well known that the price of the com- 
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prays ſtock was every day riſing—from almoſt nothing, it was 
worth 55. per cent, and if the Houſe would conſent to a loan, 
as deſired, the ſtock, he was certain, would to-morrow be at 
par. All the moſt difficult parts of the work had been conquered, 
and thoſe difficulties, which had proved ſo very expenlive to 
the company, had been incurred by their being abliged to adhere 
to the errors that parliament, the former managers, bad impoſed 
on them. One and twenty miles of the canal were already com- 
pleted—in a year it would be finiſhed to Monalterevaa—the com- 
pany would then have a revenue of 5000. per annum, which 
ſum would, from thenceforward, rapidly incrcaſe. 

Mr. Beresfer4, jun. thought it impolitic, firſt to make the 
company give ſecurity for the loan, and then to cut off half ihe 
tolls; in conſequencezof which, their property would be diminiſh. 
ed one half at leuit, and this of courſe, would be deſtroying half 
the ſecurity. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, he did not believe it was in the power of par- 
liament to take one half of that property, which the company 
held under the faith of parliament. But if parhament had the 
wer to commit ſuch an act of injuſtice, he hoped it would never 
committed. He had no objection to the equal ſecurity of the 

money, and compelling the performance of the work, bat be 
ceuld not agree that they ſhould be robbed of half tlieit property. 

Mr. Mealyneux, Mr. Ogle, Captain Hugs, General Cunning 
ham, and Mr. Nexal, ſpoke to the ſame effect. 

The Speater was for reducing the tolls, as were Mr, Fitzgibben, 
Mr. Fofter, Mr Daly, and Mr. Zuber. 0 

Mr. Fofter's firſt amendment was carried without a diviſion, 
The ſecond amendment, altered by the Prime Serjeant, was alſo 

carried the ſame way ; but, on a diviſion an the third for reducing 
the tolls, the numbers were, 
Ayes, — $0 

| Noes, — — 

And then it was agreed, that the company do receive in de- 
bentures for twelve years, a loan of 50,000/., paying intereſt, and 
giving- ample ſecurity to make a faithful return of the ſame ſum 
at the end of that time in debentures. The company were alſo, 
to give ſecurity for the performance of the work, but no reduc- 
tion of the tolls, which are ſecured by act of parliament, and at 
the company's diſcretion, 


— 


; SaTURDAY, DecemBrr, 13, 1783. 

The Houſe purſuant to order, fat in committee, on Mr. 
Brooke's loan bill ; it being gone through, and the Speaker hav- 
ing reſumed the chair, the ſame was ordered to be reported on 
Monday, , | 


hav- 
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Mr. Bennet reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
appointed to take into conſideration the report from the committee 
on the petition from the undertakers of the grand canal, that they 
had agreed to certain reſolutions, which being read, viz. 

That the ſum of go, oool. be iſſued in debentures, bearing 
ſuch intereſt as other debentures, as a loan to the company of un- 
dertakets of the grand canal, to be repaid by ſaid company in the 
year 1796, together with the intereſts ; provided that no greater 
ſum than 15,0001. of them be iſſued until it ſhall appear to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the commiſſioners of accounts, that the ſum of 
10,0001, has been actually expended thereof, on ſaid company's 
works; the company giving ſuch ſecurity for the payment, as the 
Barons of the Exchequer ſhall deem reaſonable.” 

Mr. Fe/ler ſaid, that he had laſt night made a motion for an 
amendment to this reſolution, to ſecute the public in general, and 
the city of Dublin in particular, againſt the exorbitant tolls of 
this navigation; his motion had been then negatived, but he 
ſince had ſome converſations with g-ntlemen who had oppoſed 
him, and they had acceded to his opinion; he therefore moved as 
an amendment, 

* Provided that as ſoon as the ſaid navigation ſhall be com- 


pleted, and the borrowed money. repaid, the tolls exacted ſhall 
be only three halfpence a ton per mile.“ | 


Mr. Lodge Meorres ſaid, that he had no objection whatever to 
the amendment paſſing, but thought it unneceſſary, as the law 
already prevented their raiſing the toll above 24, a ton, and the 
company declared they were ſatished with 154. he therefore 
thought it very hard that their hands ſhould be tied up for no- 
thing. bf 

The amendment was agreed to, as was the reſulution ſo amend- 
ed, without a diviſion, | 

Sir Jaln Blaquiere then moved ſor leave to bring in a bill purſu- 
ant to the reſolution.— Granted accordingly. 


Capt. Burgh moved, that ſeveral perſons, (whoſe names were 
read) ſhould be put in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, for not at- 
tending the Cork petition, purſuant to their ſummons —Ordered, 


Sir John Blaquiere—T riſe to make a motion of courſe, but can» 
not help obſerving, that had I been in the Houſe iome ninutes 
ſooner, I ſhould have oppoſed a reſolution which has pafled rela- 
tive to the canal tolls; not that the reſclution is in itielf a bad 
one, but that I think the reſtriftion a precedent dangerous to pri- 
Vate property, I move for leave to bring in a bill, purſuant to a 
reſolution of laſt night, teſpecting the canal company.,—QOrdered, 


A letter was read from Mr. Smyth, (the petitioner againſt the 
ſuting members for Weſtmeath) to Thomas Reynolds, deſiring 
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his attendance in Dublin, to ſupport a vote he had given at the 
Weſtmeath election; and a complaint made to the Houſe, that 
Mr. Smyth refuſed, to defray Reynolds's expence, urging that the 
letter was a ſummons; not a notice. 

Hon. John Bourke ſaid, it was not a legal notice, for that is al- 
ways ſigned either by the Speaker or the chairman of the commit. 
tee; and therefore thought the man was not entitled to any 


thing. 

Me. Ogle and Mr. Brcxunlew declaring that Mr. Smyth had no 
objection to pay the man his expences, the affair dropt. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb gave notice, that on Monday next he would 
offer to the Houſe a reſolution, purporting that they would grant 
no more money by way of loan this ſeſſion. * 


* 


- m 


Moxpay, DecemBer 15, 1783. 


Mr. Burton, chairman of the Weſtmeath committee, informed 
the Houſe, that on account of the abſence of Mr. Uniacke and 
Mr. Welden, two members of the committee, they had been un- 
able to proceed, but had adjourned, as the act preſcribed, 

Evidence was tken brought to the bar to prove that Mr. Uni- 
acke was prevented from attending, on account of the death of his 
mother, and Mr. Welden's ſervant proved his maſter was confined 
by illneſs. 5 | | : 

l The excuſes were admitted. 

Mr. Burton then aſked leave to proceed, diſpenſing with the at- 
tendance of Mr. Uniacke and Mr. Welden. . 

This was objedted to by Lord Delvin, Mr. Green, and Mr. 
Fitzgibbon. - | | 
Lord Dekvin ſaid, that the petition had already invalidated as 
many votes, as reduced the fitting member to an equality with 
bim 3 that to proceed without the aſſiſtance of the two gentlemen 
who had heard the evidence on which thoſe votes had been ſtruck 
off, might greatly injure the petitioner, who might have all his trou- 
ble to begin anew, for which he was not ſo well qualified as the 
fitting member, not having ſo long a purſe. 

Sir Hercules Langriſbe and Mr. Malane, the ſitting member, were 
for proceeding. 

Mr. Malane ſaid, that procraſtination would be much more inju- 
rious tu him, than even to the petitioner ; for though perhaps he 
had a longer purſe than his antagoniſt, of which ke was neither 
proud nor aſhamed, yet all his expences muſt be drawn from his 
own purſe, which was not the caſe of the petitioner ; beſides, as 
he never yet had an opportunity of going into his defence, thoſe 
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ill impreſſions which the oppoſite council had made, might ſink 
too deeply into the minds of thoſe judges. 

The Houſe came to no determination on the buſineſs, leaving it 
to the ſitting member and the petitioner to ſettle. 

Mr. Balten moved for leave to bring in a bill for regulating the 
corn trade. Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time after the Chriſtmas receſs ;z and the bill to be printed. 

Mr. Dawid Latouche moved, that the ſeveral officers belonging 
to the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer, be ordered to — a 
return of all the monies lodged in their hands, purſuant to order 
of court, —Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Brooke's loan bill reported, agreed to, and ordered to be 
engroſſed. 


Mr. Cocte moved for leave for impowering the committee of the 
Houſe, on the bill for regiſtering freeholds, to increaſe the ſalary 
of the treaſurer of the King's County; it was oppoſed by 

Sir Henry Cavendiſb. And the queſtion being put, 

For the motion — — 20 
Againſt it — — 47 

Sir Henry then obſerved, that a like clauſe was ſurreptitiouſly 
ſtole in on a former night, for increaſing the ſalary of the count 
Down treaſurer. He moved the order to be read, and when ws | 
moved it ſhould be diſcharged. 

Mr. Annefley defended the clauſe, as he was the propoſer of it. 
He denied its being brought in ſurreptitiouſly. By the bill lately 
brought in, the treaſurers of the counties were liable to more than 
uſual trouble, and the pittance of an additional 20/, a year to 
their ſalary, fell far ſhort of a reward for this additional trouble. 
The clauſe mentioned that the ſum ſhould not exceed 6o!, a year 
lor the county Down treaſurer, 

Colonel E ſupported Mr. Anneſley, and a diviſion having 
enſued, there appeared, to diſcharge the order, 

yes — — 20 
Noes — _ 82 


Mr. Brownl:;wv moved, that Sir H. Hartſtonge have leave of 
abſence for ten days z but his friends through humour having op- 
poſed it, after ſome laugh it was agreed to. Sir H. Hartſtonge 
pays the cloſeſt attendance, perhaps, of any gentleman that ever 
attended parliament. 

Mr. Marcus Beresford moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
building a court-houſe and gaol in the city of Waterford, Read 
a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr, Gardiner ſaid, that on conſulting with a number of gen- 
tlemen who were friends to the meaſures he propoſed, reſpecting 
the manufactures of this country, they were of opinion it was 
better to defer their report from the committee appointed to take 
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the manufactures of this country into their conſideration, and 
what was beſt for their relief, until after the receſs, a time which 
he confeſſed was. indeterminate, as adminiſtration had not yet 
mentioned its duration. 

Mr. Pelbam (aid, that in order to ſatisfy the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman on that head, he ſhould move the meeting of the Houſe 
after the receſs, to be on the 25th of January, 

Mr. Carren ſaid, that he ſhould on to-morrow move ſome re- 
ſolutions relative to the framing of money-bills, to prevent in fu- 
ture the admiſſion of extraneous matter therein. 

Mr. O' Hara moved, to go into the order of the day on the bill 

for regiſtering freeholds. | 
Mer. Chatterton obſerved, the preſent election laws were imper- 
feQ, and required a more mature digeſtion. The bill moved for 
was of great conſequence. Every alliftance in his power would 
be given to the bill, but he begged poſtponing it till after the 
receſs. 

The Prowft acknowledged that the preſent election laws were 
groſsly defective. He had ſeen the bill propoſed by the Hon. 
Gentleman, but he thought, it admitted of great improvement. 
The election laws required great reformation ; a ſyſtem was te- 
quired, which went to the full remedy of their defects. The laſt 
election proved how highly neceſſary a reformation was in thoſe 
laws. - For the fake of the morality and the induſtry. of the coun- 
try, it ſhould be done. Whatever little experience he had, ſhould 
be employed to that purpoſe. He therefore begged the confider- 
ation of it would be deferred till after the receſs. 97 
Mx. O' Hard withdrew his motion, and the bill was commit- 
ted for the ſecond Monday after the Chriſtmas receſs. 


* * 


Tuts pax, Daczuden 16, 1783. 


The committee of trade ſat, and made ſome progreſs, after 
which the Houſe reſumed. | 
Mr. Burton moved that the committee for trying the merits of a 
petition complaining of an undue election and return for the coun- 
ty of Weſtmeath, do adjourn to the 28th of January next. 

eed to. 

The qualiſication bill and Mr. Erooke's bill read. | 

Sir Edward Newenhan ſaid, every hour and every tranſaction, 
convinced him more and more, that the people muſt loſe all con- 
fidence in parliament, unleſs ſome meaſure was taken to render 

liament more chaſte and independent, therefore, moved, for 

5 to bring in a bill for ſecuring the freedom of parliament, by 

limiting the number of placemen (and excluding all penſioners 
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from ſitting) in the Houſe of Commons, Leave was granted, and 
dir Edward Newenham, Gorges Lowther, and Edward Crofton, 
Efqrs. were appointed to bring in the bill, 

Mr. Curren— While I reflect that the motion I am now going 
to make is of the utmoſt importance to the honour, and even ex- 
iſtence of this Houſe, and that I have given full notice of my in- 
tention, I am much ſurpriſed at the little regard that ſeems in- 
tended to be paid to it, as is manifeſt, from the emptineſs of thoſe 
benches—this,. Sir, is not a queſtion of party; I am no party 
man, I deſpiſe the principle; I never did, nor ever will attach 
myſelf to party, and though | mean to move the reſolution from 
this fide of the Houſe, yet it concerns both fides equally z it goes 
to afſert the privileges of the people of Ireland repreſented in 
this Houſe of Commons, and 1 fay every party, and every de- 
ſcription of men in this Houſe is equally concerned in ſupporting 
it. I ay it is the ſole and excluſive right of the Commons of 
Ireland to originate and frame money bills in ſuch manner as they 
ſhall think proper, and the reſolution I intend to propoſe, is only 
to vindicate this privilege from the encreachments of a neighbour- 
ing aſſembly, which has lately, by certain reſolutions, invaded 
this right, this palladium of the conſtitution, which I truſt every 
man in the Houſe will think himſelf bound to defend. 

I am ſorry to ſay that the conſtitution of Ireland is ſo young, 
that I need not go back to a very remote period, to prove that the 
excluſive right of originating and framing money bills, has al- 
ways reſided in this Houſe ; but for thirty years back, it cer- 
tainly has, and in England, from whence we derive our conſti- 
tution, it always has been the practice. The peers and the 
crown poſſeſs an undoubted right of rejecting ſuch bills in tate, 
but, in the Commons alone refides the power of originating or 
framing them z the very mode of giving the royal affent to ſuch 
bills, demonſtrates that the Commons alone are the ſource from 
which they flow. His Majeſty thanks his faithful Commons, ac- 
cepts their benevolence, and wills it to be fo, and this mode ob- 
tains both in Britain and here, To whom ſhould the people of 
Ireland look for the redreſs of grievances, for the encouragement 
of arts, for the promotion 6f commerce, but to their repreſenta- 
tives 1n this Houſe ? What powerful engine has this Houſe, by 
which it can obtain the redrels of grievances, the encouragement 
of arts, or the promotion of commerce, but by including thoſe 
objects in the bill of ſupply ? And if the right be once given up, 
or wreſted from the Commons, they ceaſe to be the patrons 
and repreſentatives of the people; another aſſembly will aſſume 
that power, and the people will learn to look for that encourage- 
ment and ſupport from the ariſtocratic, which they now receive 
from the democratic branch of the ſtate, and this Houſe will be- 
come a very Cypher, and its members, inſtead of poſſeſſing the 
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power of encouraging arts, rewarding merit, or in a word, of 
ſerving the country, will become the humble ſolicitors of another 
aſſembly. E 
From the reign of Henry the Third, the power of annexing the 
redreſs of grievances to money bills, has been the conſtitutional 
privilege of the Commons of England; the practice of inſerting 
ſuch clauſes as the Commons have deemed proper, has obtained 
in Ireland for more than thirty years, and to any perſon acquaint- 
ed with our conſtitution, muſt at the ſlighteſt view, appear to be 
their inherent right : I cannot therefore ſuppoſe this Houſe will 
be filent when this privilege is invaded by another aſſembly; no 
man entertains an higher opinion of that afſembly than I do, and 
I am perſuaded that ſo great is their Lordſbips wiſdom, that 
when this matter is duly conſidered by them, they will ſee the 
impropriety of two reſolutions which appear upon their journals 
of the fourth and fifth of the preſent — 4 to this effect, 
That all grants made to private manufacturers, ought to be 
made in ſeparate acts, and that enacting clauſes in bills of ſup- 
ply, the matter of which is foreign to the bill, is unparliamentary, 
and tends to deſtroy the conſtitution of this kingdom.” That 
the illuſtrious aſſembly to which I allude, has paſſed ſuch a reſo- 
lution, is notorious, and cannot be denied, it is inſerted in their 
journals, and has been ſeen by many members of this Houſe ; 
the formality therefore of appointing a committee to inſpect their 
Lordſhips journals is unneceſſary, and all that remains for the 
Commons, is to vindicate their own privileges by a mild and 
temperate reſolution which I ſhall propoſe to the Houſe, for even 
admitting that ſometimes an Houſe of Commons has erred in 
making improper grants, we ſhould rather reform ourſelves, 
and determine not to err again, than ſubmit to have a monitor 
over us. 

If I was addreſſing an Houſe of Commons, the moſt virtuous 
or the moſt corrupt, I ſhould expect to be ſupported in this mea- 
ſure; for I would ſay to a virtuous Houſe of ommons, the pri- 
vilege of originating and framing money bills is the palladium 
of your liberty, the great engine to reſtrain oppreſſion, to redreſs 

ievances, or to encourage merit. I would ſay to a corrupt 

ouſe of Commons, it is the palladium of your corruption, the 
ſecurity of the wages of your venality, the means by which you 
may obtain the reward of your proſtitution ; or if I was addreſſing 
an Houſe containing both deſcriptions, both kinds of argument 
would be applicable. But to the Houſe before which I ſtand, 
ſurely the arguments which I have firſt uſed, the arguments of 
wy and of honour will be ſufficient z to them therefore I ſhall 

I lament that a learned and Right Honourable Member, with 
whom I once had the happineſs of living on terms of friendſhip, is 
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now abſent z becauſe I think I might rely upon his ſupporting the 
reſolution I intend to propoſe z that ſupport would perhaps re- 
new the intercourſe of our-friendſhip, which has lately been in- 
terrupted. And I muſt beg the indulgence of the Houle to ſay, 
that that friendſhip was upon the footing of perfect equallity, 
not impoſed by obligation on the one fide, or bound by gratitude 
on the other; for I thank God, when that friendſhip commenced, 
I was above receiving obligation from any man, and therefore 
our friendihip, as it was more pure and diſintereſted, as it de- 
pended on a ſympathy of minds and congeniality of ſentiments, I 
truſted would have endured the longer. I think myſelf bound to 
make this public declaration, as it has gone forth from this Houſe, 
that Iam a man of ingratitude, and to declare, that for any dif- 
ference of opinion with my learned and Right Honourable Friend, 
I cannot be taxed with ingratitude; for that I never received 
any obligation from him, but lived on a footing of perfect equa- 
lity, fave only ſo far as his great talents and erudition outwent 
mine, ' 

I confeſs my obligation to the Houſe for this indulgence of 
ſpeaking a few words foreign to the debate, but which every man 
muſt think I owed to my own character; and that I may detain 
gentlemen no longer, I ſhall briefly move, | | 

* That it is the ſole and undoubted privilege of the Commons 
of Ireland to originate all bills of ſupply and grants of public mo- 
ney, in ſuch manner and with ſuch clauſes as they ſhall think 
proper,” | 

Mr. Parſons ſeconded the motion. 

Sir Hercules Langriſhe.—| cannot ſee, even admitting that the 
reſolutions of the Lords are as the Honourable Member has quoted 
them, that they at all infringe the privileges of this Houſe ; the 
reſolutions only go to the regulations of their own proceedings; 
they do not even inſinuate an attempt to reſtrain our power; they 
do not ſay that we have not the excluſive privilege of originating 
and framing theſe bills, they merely determine to regulate their 
own proceedings; they with that the different articles which we 
generally introduce into our bills of ſupply, ſhould each ſtand ſe- 
parately, and on its own merit. As to tacking matters of im- 
portance to money bills, I think on very great occaſions the prac- 
tice is right, but it ſhould not be proſtituted to trifles. 

Mr. Mzlyneux.,—l will not ſtrive to engage this Houſe in a 
quarrel, when nothing can be gained by the iſſue. Alluſions 


are every day made in this Houſe, to the reſolution I had the ho- 


nour of propoſing for increaſing the ſalary of the Lord Lieute- 
nant, but | cannot think that to ſpend 40000. a year amongſt 
the ſtarving artificers of this city, can be injurious to the com- 
Wunity, 
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Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid there was no inſtance of ſuch a reſolu- 
tion being negatived. I do not exactly know what the Lords 
have done, but if cheir reſolutions be ſuch as have been report- 
ed, if we are charged with acting in an unparliamentary manner, 
and tending to deſtroy the conſtitution, we are bound to refute 
the charge. 

Mr. Huſſey ſapported the excluſive right of the people to diſ- 
pole of their own money by their repreſentatives. He maintain- 
ed that no other branch of the legiſlature had any right to inter- 
fere, except to reject the bills of tupply ix tete; and thought the 
| Houſe called upon to rehft every invaſion of this right, which, as 
repreſentatives and truſtees of the people, they were bound to 
watch with a cautions jealouſy. 

Mr. Majen defired to know whether the learned gentleman had 
any other reſolutions to follow that which he now offered; but 
Mr. Curren avoiding this queſtion, Mr. Maſon declared that fuch 
conduct was utterly inconſiſtent with parliamentary candour, 
and that he would vote againit the reſolution on that ground. 

It is, ſaid he, ſo eaſy and ſo common a thing, to paint the ſ- 
tuation of the country as ruined, and the members of this Houſe 
as deſerting their ſtation, that the people never believe any eil 
now which they do not feel, nor will it be poſlible for all the elo- 
quence of the learned gentleman to perſuade them they are ruin- 
ed, whil- they feel themielves proſperous and happy; as to the 
matter now before the Houſe, as it does not affect them, I am con- 
vinced they will not concern themſelves with it. 

The beit way to aſſert the privileges of this Houſe, and to 
maintain our right of diſpoſing of the public money, is to pro- 
ceed as we have hitherto done, to frame our money bills accord- 
ing to our own pleaſure, without taking any notice of their lord- 
flips reſolutions, who may indeed reject our bills, but cannot al- 
ter them. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh recommended the mode of appointing 2 
committee to examine the journals. 

The Prove/t ſaid, that money bills originating in the Houſe of 
Commons, was an acknowledged principle of the conſtitution— 
but though he doubted not in the leaſt of what the Honourable 
Member had advanced, yet was there any evidence before the 
Houſe to prove the exiſtence of theſe reſolutions ? The parlia- 
mentary mede was, as had been juſtly remarked by an Honoura- 

- ble Baronet (Sir Henry Cavendiſh) that a committee ſhould be 
appointed to inſpect the journals, and on the report of the com- 
mittee, the Houſe may come to whatever reſolution it thinks ne- 
ceſſary this is the conititutional mode of convincing their lord- 
ſhips they are wrong but you are in poſſeſſion of parliamentary 
evidence, that the Houſe of Lords has not deviated from a prac- 
tice of tifty years paſt, for we have ſent up a money-bill to that 
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Houſe, with clauſes annexed, yet the bill has come without any 
amendment. He faid it was not uſual in England to tack clauſes 
to a bill of ſupply, and as he did not ſee the neceſſity of paſſing 
the reſolution, he would propoſe, an amendment—that, after 
the word reſolved, the following words ſhould be inſerted, 
5 that it appears to this Houſe, it is not now neceſſary to de- 
clare.“ 
Mr. Brownlow ſaid, we ſhould not take notice of what paſſed 
in another aſſembly: If in the next ſeſſion any infringement ſhould 
be made on the privilege of this Houſe, it would be time then to 
take it up at preſent he ſaw no neceſſity for coming to the re- 
ſolution :—The amendment then paſſed, and on the queſtion be- 
ing put for agreeing to the reſolution, 

Ayes, — _ 11 

Noes, _ _ 68 

Mr. Curren ſaid, he would have this buſineſs ſtand over till 
after the receſs, and in the mean time moved the following re- 
tolution : _ 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inſpec the jour- 
nals of the Houſe of Lords, and to report what reſolutions were 
entered on them the 4th and 5th of this month. 

This reſolution was oppoſed by Mr. M:i{yzexx, Honourable 
Mr. Brown, Sir Edward Newenham, Right Honourable Jchn Hely 
Hutchinſon, and Mr. Brawnlawv, on the ground of its not being 
neceſſary at this time. x 

It was ſupported by Sir Henry Cavendiſb, and Mr. Brown, as 
agreeeable to the uſage of parliament, to appoint committees to 
inſpect the journals. 

Mr. Curren ſpoke again. — An amendment was propoſed, which 
being agreed go, the reſolution io amended was put, when 
there appeared 

Ayes, — — 11 

Noes, — | 40 
Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Curren and Mr. Brown. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Matſon and Mr. Langriſhe. 


Several petitions from ,and againſt inſolvent debtors received. 


lk 


WeDNESDAY, Decemser 17, 1783. 


Several petitions from inſolvent debtors were preſented, read, 
and ordered to lie on che table. 


Mr. Gardiner moved that the petition of the factors and others 
concerned in the exportation of linen yarn, be referred to the com- 
mittee of trade, —Ordered accordingly. 


2 
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He likewiſe moved that the books of entries, inwards and out- 
ny be referred to the ſame committee. Ordered accord- 
ing do * 1 

Mr. Helmes reported from the committee appointed to examine 
* = of the goals of this kingdom. Report ordered to lie on 

table. 


A meſſage from the Lords, that they had agreed, without any 
alteration, to the bill for preventing bribery and corruption at elec- 
tions for members to ſerve in parliament; and that they had made 
ſome alteration in the bill for eſtabliſhing an high court of admi- 

ralty in Ireland. 5 | 

A private bill read. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh preſented a petition from J. Faris.—Order- 
ed to lie on the table, 

Mr. Azne/ley complained of the defective manner in which the 
city ts lighted, and of the ſhameful remiffneſs of our noQurnal 
guards, to ſupport which extravagant ſums were annually levied 
on the public. He moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of what ſums have been received for watch 
money, and what number of watchmen have been employed ; 
and alſo what ſums have been paid to them, for the laſt ſeven 


N Ordered alſo, that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, 
the amount of the tax paid for lighting the public lamps for ſeven 
years laſt paſt. F 

He then gave notice that after the receſs, he would enter into 
an inveſtigation cf the paving buſineſs. 


On a motion of Mr. Molyneux, ordered that the proper officer 
do lay before the Houſe, an account of the ſums that have been 
diſburſed for lighting the lamps before the parliament houſe, for 
ſeven years laſt paſt. 
The order of the day being read for the committee on the in- 
ſolvent bill, | 
Mr. &rowne (of Trinity College) moved, that it be an inſtruc- 
tion to the committee to whom the inſolvent bill is referred, to 
receive a clauſe in fayour of Hugh Kennedy. F 
Lord Delvin and Mr. Chatterton objected to receiving clauſes, 
as the bill might be endangered by the number of applications that 
would be made. They declared that they were ready to ſup- 
port any bill introduced for the relief of perſons' who were not in 
actual cuſtody. a 
On the queſtion being put there appeared, 
or agreeing to the clauſe, — 35 
I it, GE — 36 


Mjority — I 
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The Houſe reſolved into a committee on the inſolvent bill, 


which being gone through and agreed upon, the report was or- 
dered to be received. 


The Houſe adjourned till Saturday, 


SATURDAY, DeceMBEer 20, 1783. 


Petitions from and againſt ſeveral inſolvent debtors were te- 
ceived. Y 

Lord Delvin moved that all thoſe ſberiffs who had omitted to 
return liſts of the debtors in actual cuſtody, on the 10th of No- 
vember laſt, do attend this Houſe on the firſt Wedneſday after 
the receſs. 

The Proveft ſaid, that the particular ſheriffs ſhould be named, 
and not ordered to attend under general deſcriptions z he there- 
fore moved that the perſons who were to attend, be ſpecified by 
name.— The Honourable and learned Gentleman gave notice that 
he ſhould, at a future time, move, that the ſum of four ſhillings 
per day, allowed to witneſſes to attend committees, was not a ſuf- 
hicient allowance to perſons who were under the neceſſity of com- 
ing many miles to attend them; ſome of whom had been detained 
in town ſeveral weeks, to the prejudice of their affairs. 

Lord Delt in ſaid, that many ſheriffs had been repeatedly or- 
dered' to make returns to the Houſe, of the perſons in actual 
cuſtody on the 10th of November, which order had not been 
complied with. His lordſhip gave in to the Houſe a liſt of ſuch as 
had negleQed complying with this order, 


Petitions from the linen drapers of the counties of Leitrim and 
Londonderry, reſpecting the exportation of linen yarn, were re- 
ceived, and referred to a committee. 


The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Pelham informed the 
Houſe, that he was commanded by his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant to acquaint them that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
return a moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs of this Houſe, which 
he read in his place, and after delivered in at the table, and the 
lame was read by Mr. Speaker (all the members being uncovered} 
and is as followeth : 


«© GEORGE R. 


* His Majeſty returns his hearty thanks to the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, for their 
dutiful and loyal addreſs: His Majeſty receives with the higheſt 
fatisfaQtion the ſentiments expreſſed by his parliament reſpecting 
his Majeſty's government; and his Majeſty's faithful parliament 
may reſt aſſured of his Majeſty's determined reſolution to concur 

2 2 
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with them at all times in the maintenance and preſervation of thut 
free and excellent conſtitution, on which the happineſs and inter- 
eſts of his people vf Ireland fo eſſentially depend. 

g cc G. R. | 


Ordered, That his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer be entered 
on the journals of this Houſe. | 


Mr. Conelly moved that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to thank him tor his moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs 
of this Houſe. | : 

Mr. Gardiner ſeconded the motion. 

Agreed to, nemine contradicente. 

Ordered, That ſuch members as are of his Majeſty's moſt ho- 
nourable privy council, do attend his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant with the ſaid addreſs. 


Ibbe ingroſſed bill for regulating the court of admiralty in thi 
kingdom, was received from the Lords, in which 1t appeared, 
that that Houſe had reſolved on the following amendment, which 
they ſubmitted to the Commons for their concurrence : 
Provided, always, that it ſhalt and may be lawful to and 
for the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons in par- 
liament aſſembled, to remove ſuch judge, by an addrefs of both 
Houſes of parliament, any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithſtanding.” . g 

On the queſtion being put, whether this Houſe doth agree to 
75 8 it paſſed in the affirmative.— Ordered to the 

: 


Sir John Blaquiere ſaid, that ſome doubts having ariſen with 
teſpe & to the bill relative to the loan for the grand canal, he 
ſhould poſtpone bringing in faid bill 'till after the receſs. 


Mr. Burt:n moved, that the petitioner or his agent, on the pe- 
tition 2 an undue election and return for the county 
of Weſtmeath, furniſh liſts of the voters and the objections to 
them.— Ordered. | 


Mr. F:fter preſented a _ from Mr. Montgomery and Ed- 
ward Price, creditors of Dr. Tunnadine; and alſo a petition from 
the ſaid Dr. 'Tunnadine.——Both petitions referred to a com- 
mittee, 


Mr. Lowther preſented a petition from an inſolvent debtor, who 
was not in actual cuſtody on the 10th of November, but out upon 
ſecurity being given to the marſhal. 
Mr. Dexter attended at the bar purſuant to order. He men- 
tioned ſeveral perſons who were in cuſtody on meſne proceſs, 
but had been by him permitted to go out of the marſhalſca on A 


# 
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{-curity being given to indemnif him to the amount of the debts 
they were ſeverally charged wich. | 

Ordered that the committee on the infolvent bill be impowered 
to receive a clauſe to extend the beneſit of ſaid act to ſuch per- 
ſons as were proper- objects and conformed to the terms of the 
act, notwithſtanding they were out upon bail on ſaid loch of 
November. 

A motion was made to extend the benefit cf ſaid bill to a 
late treaſurer of a county, a bankrupt now in cuſtody. 

Referred to the committee. 

Committee of the whole Houſe on the bill of inſolvency, Lord 
Delvin in the chair. 

The Provoſt moved that the names of all debtors be annexed 
in a ſchedule to ſaid bill, in order that creditors may know who 
ae to have the benefit of ſaid act. | 

Mr. Chatterton thought this unneceſſary : He gave notice that 
he ſhould, immediately after the receſs, bring ia a bill for the relief 
of perſons not in actual cuſtody on the 10th of November. 

Mr. Green moved, that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted not to 
extend it to bankrupts who have not obtained certificates, and 
mentioned one perſon who he meant to exclude, 

Right Hon. Mr. Scot ſaid, it would not be conſiſtent with the 
humanity of the Houle, to exclude any perſon by name. 

Mr. Molyneux ſaid, that the perſon alluded to had been many 
years in confinement ; had a wife and five children, had given up- 
all his effects to his creditors, and had nothing left to ſubſiſt on. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon ſaid, he did not know him, but he had been 
recommended to him as a proper object. He reprobated the idea 
of excluding him by nam from the benefit of a general act, when 
he had not been heard in his own defence. 

Mr. Kelly ſaid, that it appeared that the man alluded to had 
given up all his effects, and therefore was not an improper ob- 
je& for the benefit of this act. 

Mr. Annefley ſpoke againſt the general principles of the bank- 
ruptcy laws—which, he ſaid, were univerſally and juſtly re- 
probated—He inſtanced perſons who had in contequence paid but 
154. in the pound He concluded with moving that one of the 
clauſes in the preſent bill, relative to bankrupts, be expunged. 
e the 3 being put, it paſſed in the athrmative,—tlouſe 
reſumed. | | 


The committee reported ſome progreſs, and obtained leave to 
it again, | 


MoxnDay, DECEMBBR 22, 1783. 


A meſſage from his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, by Sir 
Willoughby Aſton, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : 
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% Mr. Speaker, 


lt is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that 
this Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


Accordingly Mr, Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
his Excellency ; and being returned, he reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Licutenant in the Houſe 
of Peers, where his Excellency was pleaſed to give the royal 
aſſent to the following public bills: 


1. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
an additional, duty on wine, hides, beer, ale, and other goods 
and merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the im- 

rtation of all gold and filver lace, and of all cambricks and 

wns, except of the manufaQture of Great Britainz and of all 
hops, except of the growth of Great Britain and the Britiſh 
plantations z and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain. 

2. An act for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to 
be gon to the payment of the intereſt of the ſums therein 
provided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal 
ſums in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other 
purpoſes as are therein mentioned, - 

* act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſeveral duties upon ſtamped vellum, parchment and 


4. An act for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein men- 
tioned. 


5. An act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting 
to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein 
mentioned, 

6. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his Majeity, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. 

7. An act to promote the linen and hempen manufacture, by 
enereaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſeed, and encouraging the 
export of linens and fail cloth, and for other purpoſes therein 

8. An act for indemnifying ſuch perſons as have aQed for 
the ſervice of the public in adviſing or carrying into execu- 
tion 2 proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and council of 
this kingdom, bearing date the 13th day of November, 1782, 
and alſo an act of council or entry in the council books, bear- 
ing date the 2nd day of June, 1783. 


The Commons being returned to their own Houſe, and the 
Right Hon, the Speaker having taken the chair, Mr. Fitægibbeu, 
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(who this day appeared for the firſt time as Av/9-ney General) 
moved, that Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; the petitioner complaining of 
an undue election and return for the city of Cort, do attend 
at the bar. The Attorney General founded his motion on the 
report of the committee, which had declared that petition ground- 
leſs, frivolous and vexatious z and therefore he thought it in- 
cumbent on the Houſe to aſſert its own dignity, by making an 
example, to deter others from ſuch practices. 

Sir N:cholas Lawleſs and Mr. Chatterton pleaded ſtrongly in ex- 
tenuation of Mr. Warren's offence, That it was poſſible he 
might not have known of the matters charged in his petition, which 
was drawn up by ſome agent; that from their knowledge of the 
gentleman's integrity and honour, they were convinced he had 
not taken — improper means to ſupport it; and that as the 
lenity of parliament had extended to Mr. Stewart, a gentleman 
under ſimilar circumſtances, they hoped that the Houſe would 
confider Mr. Warren's ſituation, who if called to the bar, muſt 
ſuffer fatal conſequences. 

Mr. Maſen.— No two things can poſſibly be more diſſimilar 
than the circumſtances and conduct of the Right Hon. Mr. 
Stewart, alluded to, and the petitioner againſt the Cork return. 
The firſt gentleman, as ſoon as it was made known to him that 
improper charges had been introduced into his petition againſt 
the Noble Lord, the fitting Member, and againſt the Hon. High 
Sheriff, immediately waited upon them, and in the moſt ho- 
nourable manner diſavowed his knowledge of theſe charges; nor 
did he attempt in the leaſt to ſupport them. But what is the 
conduct of Mr. Warren? He not only introduces the moſt hei- 
nous charges into his petition, but he attempts to ſupport them 
by the evidence of a pack of perjured ruthans, who prevari- 
cated ſo ſhamefully, char the Houſe is obliged to ſend them 
to Newgate. 

The Right Hon. Petitioner on the Down election, was intitled 
to much reſpect, not only from his rank as a privy counſellor, 
but for his amiable conduct through life Hie had ſat many years 
in this Houſe, and in all that time had merited the good opi- 
nion of its members, and he had offered to pay the colts which 
his petition had incurred; but what offer has the petitioner made 
in the preſent caſe, or in what point can his conduct be com- 
pared to that of Mr. Stewart ? 

Mr. Marcus Beresfer4.—As 1 oppoſed the diſcharging of the 
order for bringing Mr. Stewart to the bar, I think mytcif ſtrongly 
called upon to ſupport the preſent motion—T attended on the 
committee, and had there an opportunity of ſeeing the moſt 
ſhameful charges, ſupported by the molt villainous evidence 
by perſons guilty 7 ſuch open and barefaced perjuries, that I 
believe there has been no example of any thing fimilar, and 1 
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hope that the juſtice of this. Houſe will prevent the like ever 
occurring again. It is ſud that calling the petitioner to our har, 
may be attended with fatal conſequences to . ant it may, 
it may be fatal to his election, it may prevent him from diſpenſ- 
ing bribes, and from corrupting ſuch venal wretches as appeared 
before the committee but the Houſe will not, I truſt, feel much 
compunCtion for producing ſuch fatal effects. 

The Prevelſt complained of the charges that had been wan- 
tonly made againſt him; how unfounded the committee's report, 
and the honourable opinion entertained of him for three and 
twenty years by the citizens of Cork, beſt demonſtrated z theſe 
charges he thought the. more cruel, as he being at the head cf 
the Univerſity, was bound to ſhew to the youth of the king- 
dom, an example of rectitude, from which, he truſted, he never 
had departed; and apy impeachment of character muſt be mere 
ſeverely felt by him, than by perſons not ſtanding in ſuch a 
conſpicuous point of view He obſerved that no equitable 
reſtitution had been thought of or offered by the petitioner, 
Whoſe conduct was in every reſpect the very reverie of Mr. 
Stewart's. | 

A long deſultory converſation now took place, which ended 
in the friends of Mr. Warren propoſing, that he ſhould pay the 
coſts incurred by his petition z to which purpoſe the Attorney 
General moved a retolution that paſſed unanimouſly. 


Sir Edward Newenham obſerved, that parliament was at the 
eve of a long receſs; that it had fat Gr near three months, 
granting large ſuppliès to the crown; it had paſſed that moſt 
oppteſſive - the ſtamp at—which mutt be explained and amend- 
ed—it was too oppreſſive—yet no act was paſſed for the im- 
ptovement of our conſtitution; he hoped gentlemen would re- 
turn to that Houſe with minds determined to ſupport the rights 
and accede to the wiſhes of the nation, which expected an ade- 
quate reform of repreſentation, a limitation of the influence of 
the crown, and protecting duties; without the latter, our boaſted 
free trade will prove but an empty name: He moved, that the 
Houſe be called over on Monday the 8th of February, and that 
the Speaker do write circular letters to the members, re- 

iring their attendance, otherwiſe they would incur the cen- 
fire of parliament.” Sir Eqzvard then gave notice, that as 
the names of the defaulters were called over, he would move, 
that 3 defaulter betrays the truſt repoſed in him, by neglecting 
his duty. | 


Mr. Chatterton bezged the advice of the Houſe; he ſaid he 
had been ſolicited to preſent a petition complaining of an undue 
election for Enniſcorthy ; that he knew nothing of the parties, 
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or the merits of the petition, but requeſted to be informed whe- 
ther he was bound to preſent the petition or not. 

The Speaker ſaid, that as every man who applied to the Houſe 
was entitled to Juſtice, and as their petitions could w be 
preſented by members, he thought Mr. Chatterton ought to bring 
forward the petition. | 

The petition of Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; complaining of an un- 
due election and return for the — of Enniſcorthy, was ac- 
cordingly preſented by Mr. Chatterton. 


And the Houſe adjourned to Monday the 26th day of January 
next, 


— 


— —— 


Moxpay, IAN UAXX 26, 1784. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Several members returned upon new writs, took the oaths and 
their ſeats accordingly. 


Petitions were received from the linen manufaQurers of the 
county of Tyrone, city of Londonderry, and town of Colerain, 
praying a reſtriction on the exportation of linen yarn. Refer- 
red to the committee of trade, 


A petition was preſented, complaining of an undue election for 
Baltinglaſs.—Ordered to be conſidered an Friday the 13th day 
of February next. 


Mr. Alexander Engliſh was ordered to lodge the corporation 
books of the borough of Enniſcorthy, -now in his poſſeſſion, with 
the Clerk of the Houſe. 


Writs were iſſued for the ſeveral places, in the room of the 
late appointed judges. 


The order on the petition complaining of an undue election 
for the county of Clare, was diſcharged on the motion of Mr. 


Brownlow. 


Leave was given that the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney Gene- 


ral, the Solicitor General, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bennet, and Mr. 


Boyd, attend as council in the Lords on the appeal in the caſe 
of Hume and Loftus. 


The order for going into the petition on the county Cavan 
election was diſcharged, but ordered to be conſidered on the 10th 
day of February next. | 


Mr. Chatterton preſented a bill for the relief of inſolvent per- 
ſons under certain deſcriptions. He obſerved, that it extended 
to the caſe of the unfortunate' debtors, both in and out of the 
kingdom, who ſhould petition the Houſe, and be found worthy ; 
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but to prevent frauds, none could he entitled but thoſe to be 
named in a ſchedule. He mentioned that inſolvent acts uſual! 
liberated only the perſon of the debtor, but this bill alſo dit. 
charged his after-acquired property, upon this principle—that a 
man, giving up his all, ought to become a new man, otherwiſe 
there could he no room for future exertion in induſtry. He then 
moved, That all petitions of perſons praying relief ſhould be 

reſented on or before the iſt of March next, and no petition to 
be afterwards.received. And for the purpoſe of preventing fraud, 
and to give notice to the fair creditor, that an alphabetical lift 
of the names, piaces of abode, and occupations of the ſeveral 
peticioners, {ſhould immediately after the tai iſt of Match, be 
printed and ſent to the ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties and cities, 
and to the chief magi'trates of the ſeveral cities and towns corpo- 
rate in this kingdom, to be by them made public within their 
reſpective juriſdictions,” ——Ordered accordingly. 


The Enniſcorthy petition adjourned to the 18th of February 
next. 
The city of Clogher petition poſtponed to the 20th of February, 
The Kilmallock petition poſtponed to the 23d February. 
Right Hon. Mr. Br-wnl-w—Sir, an omiſſion of a very neceſ- 
ſar y meaſure took place the laſt day we met here, that was, Mr. 
Speaker, to return you our thanks for the very able ſpeech which 
ou then delivered in preſenting the money bills at the bar of the 
Houſe of Lords, a ſpeech which refieted the higheft honour on 
urſelf, and gave the utmoſt ſatisfaction to the members of this 
ouſe, whom | ſhall now move, to return you their thanks for 
our ſpeech delivered at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, — 
Wheren pon the Houſe 
Reſolved, nem con. That the thanks of this Houſe he given to 
the Right Hon. Mr. Speaker, for the excellent ſpeech made by 
him at the bar of the Houſe of Peers, on preſenting the money 


_ bills on Monday the 22d day of December, and that he be re- 


queſted to print the ſame. 


Mr, Attorney General ſaid, that the ſudden riſe in the price of 
oats and barley had given very ſerious cauſe to apprehend a ſcar- 
city of theſe grains, particularly in the northern parts of the 
kingdoms, where the price was out of all proportion to the 
ſouthern counties, as for inſtance, in Wexford oat-meal was 9s. 
an hundred, which was a dear price for that gounty; but in 
Derry it was from 185. to 205, Every ſpecies of grain was dear 
in the North, but oats being that on which the inhabitants chiefly 
depended, a ſcarcity thereof would be moſt felt, and that ſcarcity 
was every day likely to encreaſe, as the diſtillers finding it im- 
poſſible to ſupply e with barley, were every day buy- 
ing up and malting great quantities cf oats, moreoyer by the ex» 
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periment of laſt year, it had been demonſtrated, that a ſupply 
of foreign oats could not be obtained, even by a bounty, whereas 
a ſupply of wheat was readily to be had. Upon theſe conſide- 
rations he thought it neceſſary to move the Houſe, that an hum- 
ble addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
to deſire that his Excellency will be pleaſed, with the advice 
of the privy council, to take ſuch meaſures as may ſeem meet 
ro prevent and to guard againſt a ſcarcity of oats and barley, of 
which, from the preſent high prices of ſuch grain in many parts 
of the kingdom, there ſeem to be apprehenſions, and well founded, 
and to aſſute his Excellency that bin Houſe will concur in ſuch 
acts as may be thought neceſſary to give efficacy or ſanction to 
the ſame, 

Mr. Teler—I do not mean to give any oppoſition to the preſent 
motion, though I confeſs that 2 not by any means a friend 
to embargoes z but I riſe to inform the Houſe, that any appre- 
henſion of ſcarcity is ill founded, for I am well aſſured, that 
in the ſouthern counties there is the greateſt redundancy of grain, 

and that an ample ſupply would be aſforded from them to the north 
if the trade were free and open, but while mobs can aſſemble to 
regulate the corn trade by their own caprice, both the farmer of 


- the ſouth and the conſumer of the north will ſuffer. At Clonmell, 
A a mob of two hundred perſons aſſembled by ſound of horn, and 
h broke into the mills of ſome quakers, as worthy men as any in 
e the kingdom, who by their induſtry and integrity have greatly 
n contributed to the public advantage; from theſe mills the mob 
IS took all the grain they could find, and, to prevent its being ſent 
Ir to the North, fold it for what they thought proper in the middle 
— of the town, while, as I am well authorited to ſay, the mayor of 
Clonmell did not do what he ought to diſcourage or prevent this 
to outrage, But I truſt that government will take the moſt de- 
Yy cided meaſyres againſt thoſe daring violators of the public peace, 
y and all their abettors. I am the more anxious that the meaſure 
e- of an embargo ſhould be well conſidered before it is adopted, as 
I am convinced the frequency of it will annihilate the corn trade 
of of Ireland; and as | am certain there is no occaſion for it at pre- : 
ir- ſent, for the very town of Clonmell, of which I have ſpoken, 
he lying in the midſt of a fertile country, could by means of the 
he river Suir, ſend aſſiſtance to the greater part of the north, if a ſuf- 
9s. hcient force was ſtationed there to preſerve the freedom of trade 
in and the public tranquility z and I think his Excellency deſerves 
ear praiſe for his exertion in ſending a body of troops thither for that 
fly purpoſe. : 
ity Mr. Attorney General explained that he had not the meaſure of 
m- an embargo in contemplation, | 
1y- Secretary Hamilton aſſured the Houſe, that his Excellency had 


er- taken, and was determined to purſue the moſt vigorous meaſures 
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to preſerve the peace, and to prevent any ſcarcity, natural or 
artificial. 

The Precoſt ſeemed to think that there was ſomething extremely 
myſterious in the management of corn buſineſs : At Cork there 
is, he ſaid, almoſt ten pounds of bread for a ſhilling—at Duh- 
lin ſcarcely eight, notwithſtanding the advantage of land carriaze 
bounty. At Cork, twenty-one pounds of potatoes (called a 
weight) coſt three pence—in Dublin, every fourteen pounds of 

tatoes coſt 65. if bought in large quantities, yet he threw no 
— on the Lord Mayor, who, he ſaid, he believed a good fort 
of man, and one that did his duty, but he was certain there was 
a fraud ſomewhere. | 

He ſaid, that he knew of but three methods of relieving the 
northern counties, by an embargo, by ſtopping the diſtilleries, 
or by giving a bounty on importation of grain—and he truſted 
government would adopt the moſt effectual. a 

He ſaid, he had obſerved that once in every three years, 
for at leaſt five and twenty years paſt, the north of Ireland had 
been in ſimilar diſtreſs for corn, and that he had often revolved 
in his mind the neceſſity of eftabliſhing granaries in that part of 
the kingdom, and that the bounty given on the exportation of 
corn ſhould alſo be given on its carriage coaſtways to theſe gra- 
naries, until they ſhould be replete—their fize and capacity being 

lated by the neceſſity of the places where they ſhould be eſta- 
bliſked. He thought Newry, Belfaſt, and Derry, the proper 
places to make the firſt experiments, which might be done with 
little expence, nay, might even produce a profit, He begged the 
northern gentlemen would give this ſubject their attention. 

Mr. Celvill {aid, that the difference of prices, and the threat- 
ened ſcarcity, did not ariſe from any deficiency of corn, but from 
the mobs, who would not {ſuffer it to be tranſported from places 
where it was plenty to others that were in diſtreſs, and this, he 
laid, ever would be the caſe until it was made capital to obſtruct 
the corn trade, Government, he ſaid, ought to interfere with a 
ſtrong hand, and check the boldneis of thoſe rioters that had plun- 

dered the mills at Clonmell—government ought to ſupport the 


proſecution of them, and not leave the burden or the odium of 


it on individuals. He ſaid, if the white-boy act had been ex- 
rended to ſuch rioters as thoſe of Clonmell, as he had propoſed, 
the Houſ: would not have heard either of the plunder by them 
committed, or of a threatened ſcarcity in the north; for he well 
knew that that ſcarcity did not ariſe Com any want of proviſion, 
but from want of freedom of trade, He diſapproved the idea of 


Mr. Teller was convinced there was a ſufficiency of corn in the 


kingdom. if it was properly diſtributed. . The Right Hon. Provoſt 


had 1aid, there were but three ways to avert the threatened evil, 
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but he humbly apprehended a fourth might be found, that was to 
give the ſame bounty on the carriage of corn coaſtways from the 
ſouth to the north, that was given upon the exportation thereof 
to foreign countries. | 

Mr. Corry thanked the Provoſt for his ingenious plan of ſupply- 
ing the north by means of granaries: Newry, the town he re- 
preſented, was eminently fitted for ſuch a meaſure, becauſe on 
the entrance of a canal navigable to Lough-neagh z he ſaw the 
undertaking replete with every advantage, and promiſed his ut- 
moſt ſupport whenever the Provoſt ſhould think proper to intro-" 
duce it. 

The motion for the addreſs was then agreed to unanimouſly, 
and ordered that the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Excellency 
by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt honour- 

able privy council. 


The Right Hon. Mr. Attorney General informed the Houſe that 
he was commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to ac- 
uaint them, that it was his Excellency's pleaſure that this Houſe 
do adjourn itſelt until Monday the gth day of February next. 
And the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do adjourn itſelf 
0 


until Monday the gth day of February next, it was carried in the 

| affirmati ve. 

r Mr. Molyneux moved the Houſe to preſent an addreſs to his 

X Majeſty, expreſſive of their ſatisfaction at the diſmiſſion of his 

. late miniſtry, and cf their determination to ſupport him againſt 
the machinations bf all who oppoſe his rightful prerogative. 

A He condemned in the ſtrongeſt terms the late miniſtry 3 be- 

ſtowed the utmoſt praiſe on Mr. Pitt, who, he ſaid, had given 

1 the nobleſt proofs that he deſerved the public confidence; and 

0 concluded, that he could not for a moment doubt, but that the 

& Houſe felt the ſame indignation that he felt at the daring at- 

A tempts that had been made on the prerogative of their ſovereign, 

ho and that like him they would be eager to expreſs it. 

* The Afgforney General ſaid, he could not ſee the propriety of 

af . the Iriſh Houſe of Commons interfering between the contending 

_ rugs 'of England ; for himſelf he ſcorned the idea of attaching 

4 imſelf to any faction, and he hoped the Houſe would be mind 

* ful of its own dignity, and avoid becoming a partizan. 

ell As the queſtion of adjournment was previouſly moved and put, 

* the Speaker declared he could ut no other. 

of The Houſe adjourned till — the gth day of February 
next, 

he 
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The Right Honourable Mr. Sxzaxex's Speech to his Excet- 
LENCY the Loxd LitzuTENANT at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Peers, on preſenting the Money Bills for the Royal Aſſent, 
December 22, 1783. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, 

' HISTORY cannot furniſh many inſtances of ſuch remarkable 
events as have happened in the courſe of the laſt ſeven years ; 
theſe none are more worthy of obſervation than the changes in 
the human mind, and the more ſo, becauſe they have been pro- 
duced by cauſes, from which they were the leaſt to have been 
expected. New tenets, more conſonant to the principles of hu- 
manity and juſtice, have been univerſally adopted in civil and 
religious policy; theſe are the happy but unexpected fruits of 
the calamities of war. In other countries national benefits may 
have compenſated for national misfortunes, but it has been the 
peculiar felicity of this kingdom to acquire the former without 
feeling the ſeverities of the latter; to her ſteady virtue ſhe owes 
theſe glorious attainments, and by her virtue, fon confident ſhe 
will preſerve them, and tranſmit to | xx ry unimpaired the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, the very eſſence of which is liberty and order. 
Good government and liberty are inſeparable, they are neceſſary 
to and mutually ſupport and protect each other, and neither can 
exiſt without the other. The Commons, fince the commence- 
ment of this ſeiſion, have directed their attention to thoſe impor- 
tant objects, which were ſo wiſely recommended to them by your 
Excellency, to improve; and ſecure thoſe advantages, which had 
been acquired in the laſt parliament ; they have alto made provi- 
fion, - without laying any new burthens upon the people, for the 
honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government, and for the diſ- 
2 of the arrears upon the eſtabliſhments; and they have the 
fulleſt confidence that your Excellency will repreſent them to his 
Majeſty as loyal, dutiful and affectionate ſubjects. 


83 — — — — — — 


Mox pax, FEBRUARY 9, 1784. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

Several members returned upon new writs were ſworn, and 
took their ſeats. RE, 

Mr. George Montgomery preſented a petition from the yarn deal- 
ers of the county of Cavan.—Referred to the committee of trade. 

Hon. Mr. John Bourke moved that Sir Lucius O'Brien be 
added to the committee of privileges. —Ordered accordingly. 


| Several petitions from inſolvent debtors were preſented, and 
ordered to lie on the table, 


= Je kl £5 38. hs 


QB 474 351 


Mr. George Montgomery reported from the committee to whom 
the petition of John Henry, Eſq; was referred, He then moved 
for leave to bring in a bill purſuant to ſaid report. Lea ve 
given. 


Mr. Molyneux moved that the proper officers lay before the 
Houſe the produce of the Iriſh poſt office accruing from the 
poſtage of foreign and domeſtic; letters, from the iſt of January 
1782, to the uit of January, 1784.—Ordered accordingly, 

Sir Jahn Blaquiere brought in a bill for extending the provi- 
fions of an act for the naturalization of foreigners. —He immedi- 
ately preſented the bill; it was read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be printed, 


Mr. Hatton complained of an infringement of an order of the 
Houſe, by William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; who in neglect there- 
of, had omitted lodging the corporation books of Enniſcorthy 
with the Clerk of the Houſe. He therefore moved, That the 
faid William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; be ordered forthwith to 
atrend at the bar,” 

The meſſenger who had ferved the order, being then called, 
ſaid he had ſerved the order on Mr. Engliſh's ſervant maid, 
who had handed it to a gentleman in a parlour. But heing 
aſked whether he knew that gentleman to be Mr. Engliſh, either 
by his perſon or voice, anſwered in the negative, 

It being obferved that Mr. Engliſh was at the bar, it was 
then moved, that William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; do attend 
at the bar forthwith, —W hich was ordered accordingly, and Mr. 
Engliſh having attended accordingly, he was called in, 

Mr. Speaker, —Were you, Mr. Engliſh, ſerved with the order 
of this Houſe to deliver up the books of the corporation of 
Enniſcorthy ? | 

Mr. Engliſb (at the bar)—1 was not legally ſerved, as in the 
order, I was directed to deliver the books in the day I was ſerv- 
ed, which was dividing the day. 

Mr. Parſons —1I move that Mr. Engliſh deliver the books forth- 
with. | 

The Speaker repeated the motion to Mr. Engliſh. 

Mr. Engliſh.—lt is not in my power; the books are not now 
in my poffetlion, but that of a gentleman whoſe name I am 
not at liberty to tell, and who is at this time at Ballymahon. 

Attorney General, —Mr. Engliſh muſt tell who is the gentleman 
that has the books, that he may be ſerved with an order, 

Mr. Engliſh refuſed, being, he ſaid, on his honour bound. 

Mr. Corry ſaid, though he had found Mr. Engliſh, both before 
and while a member of that Houſe, a very proper and inde- 
pendent member of parliament, he found it neceſſary, for the 
honour of the Houſe, to move a cenſure upon him, ſuch only, 


352 PARLIAMENTARY 


however, as many members of that Houſe had often incurred 
That Alexander Engliſh, Efqz be committed to the cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms. 

Mr. Engliſb, however, promiſing that he would do his utmoſt 
to have the books delivered up as ſoon as pollible, Mr. Cory 
withdrew his motion. | 

It was then ordered, That William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; do 
this night lodge the corporation books and the charter of the bo- 
rough of Enniſcorthy, in the county of Wexford, and all the pa- 
pers concerning the {aid borough which he took into his poſſeſſion, 
with the Clerk of this Houle, and that the Speaker do call 
bim to the bar, and notify to him the faid order. 

And Mr. Engliſh was accordingly called in, and Mr. Speaker 
notified to him the ſaid order, and he was then ordered to 
withdraw. 


The order for taking into conſideration the petition of the 
Fon. 2 Maxwell, complaining of an undue election 
and return for the county Cavan, on Tueſday the 1oth day of 
February next, at two o'clock, being upon motion read—Order- 
ed, That the faid order be diſcharged. 5 4 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition be taken into conſideration 
on Monday the 23d day of February inſtant, at two o'clock, 


Mr. Corry obſerved, that many of our unfortunate and deluded 
countrymen, who had been inveigled to emigrate to America, 
had ſuffered the greateſt hardſhips, and ſome had even loſt their 
lives, by undertaking the voyage in veſſels mſufficiently pro- 
vided with ſeamen, with accommodations, and with proviſions. 
To prevent the like diſaſters in future, he moved for leave 
to bring in a bill, to regulate the accommodation and proviſion 
of ſhips failing to diſtant parts. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to regulate 
the manning, victualling, watering, accommodations, and other 
things in ſlips carrying paſſengers from Ireland to diſtant parts; 
and that Mr. Corry, Mr. Foſter, and Sir Lucius O'Brien, do pre- 
pare and bring in the ſame. 


The Attorney General acquainted the Houſe, that he was di- 
reed by the Lord Lieutenant to requeſt the Houſe would ad- 
journ itſelf to Wedneſday the 15th inſtant. He ſaid that his 
Excellency, immediately on the miniſterial change which had 
taken place in England, had ſent his 2 which reſig- 
nation was accordingly accepted the 7th of January, ſince which 
there was no communication between him and the new miniſtry 
reſpeQting the government of this kingdom, except the meſſage 
from his Majeſty for adjournment, which had been delivered 
to the Houſe the 26th of laſt month. At preſent, as no pac- 
kets had arrived theſe five days, every thing was uncertain. 
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Right Hon. Mr. Brownlow ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt had only done his duty—his conduct on every 
occaſion was truly reſpectable. He had certainly now aQed 
in a candid and manly manner, but he did his duty as an 
officer of the crown. They ought to act as the repreſentatives 
of the people. He then moved an amendment, ** That next 
Wedneſday be ſubſtituted for Wedneſday fen*night.” 

Sir Lucius O'Brien (who this day took his ſeat) ſaid, that he 
ſaw no reaſon for any adjournment, on account of a ſquabble 
for power among. a few in England, eſpecially at a time when 
the ſituation of this country required ſo much of the attention of 
the Houſe of Commons. The diſtreſſes of our poor, the ſcar- 
city of grain, rendered every day greater by the diſtillers, who 
turn bread to poiſon; our commerce, not however that phan- 
tom called protecting duties, which he was convinced, if carried 
into execution, would injure what they meant to ſerve; our 
conteſted elections, and many other matters with which the 
Lord Lieutenant or his frinds in England had nothing to do. 

Mr. Jones (of Liſburn) faid, it ſhould be no concern of Iriſh- 
men, whether Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox were to be at the helm of 
power. Their own internal intereſt ſhould employ the atten- 
tion of that Houſe, without becoming party men. 

Mr. Browne (of the College) demonſtrated the abſurdity of 
the parliament of Ireland ſuſpending the buſineſs of the king- 
dom, becauſe truly the grand viſit is out of humour; and ſaid 
that all who reſpeQted his Majeſty ſhould vote againſt an ad- 
journment propoſed by Lord Northington, who was actually in 
oppoſition to the King, X 

Major Doyle.—I riſe with great diffidence to expreſs my ap- 
probation of the amendment offered by the Right Honourable. 
Gentleman near me, and my conſequent diſſent to the queſtion 
of adjournment propoſed by his Majeſty's miniſter; and indeed 
it would ſeem, that the reaſons adduced by that gentleman, to 
convince the Houſe of the neceſſity of adjourning are ſo many 
arguments againſt its expediency His Excellency. the Lord 
Lieutenant ſends to the Houſe deſiring it to * pap; and the 
reaſon given by his miniſter, is, that he has reſigned his office, 
and is in fact no longer Viceroy.— Now, Sir, it appears to me, 
that he either is, or is not Lord Lieutenant; if he is, the rea- 
ſon given for adjourning falls to the ground—lf he is not, he 
cannot ſend to us as Lord Lieutenant to adjourn. If there is 
anarchy and confuſion in the councils of England, thank Hea- 
ven there is tranquility and temper in this country; to preſerve 
which, the deliberative wiſdom of parliament. ſhould be as little 
interrupted as poſſible. The violence of faction in that kingdom 
may render it neceſſary to adjourn or diſſolve their parliament; 

but fortunately no ſuch neceſſity exiſts here; on the contrary, 
Aa 
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there is every demand for the deliberation of the Houſe at this 
critical junQure, The arrangement of a complete commercial 
ſyſtem with the Skates of America, not only requires your ful. 
leſt inveſtization, but that you ſhould not loſe a moment, in 
ſazing it while the predilection of America is ſtrong in your fa- 
your, for you have many powerful and inſidious rivals for her 
commerce, who (having conferred recent obligations on her) 
will carry her off from us, if we ſeize not the critical moment 
of her-partialitvy. There ate alſo ſeveral petitions depending for 
the diſcuſſion of the Houſe ;, by deferring to enter into their me- 
rits, you will-do injuſtice to many of the parties and entail a 
conſiderable expence upon them all. But if none of theſe 
reaſons have any weight, let me call your attention to the cry- 
ing neceſſities of our ſtarving manufacturers; and 1 do, is with 
a greater confidence, from a couviction that theſe unfapganate 
men will find a warm advocate in the breaſt of every man 
whom I have now the honour to addreſs, ' 
The ſubject, Sir, belongs not to party, it is a ſubject of 
kumanity, and as ſuch comes home to every breaſt. I would 
not, Sir, wound your feelings, by dwelling upon the ſad detail 
of complicated wee, the diſmal portion of thele unhappy men. 
The melancholy piQure, alas! requires not the high colouring 
of pathetic deſcription; every corner of your capital gives proofs 
of its exiſtence}; and there is nothing but complaining in your 
ſtreets. | 

It is not long ſince a groupe of famiſhed figures (impelled by 
hunger) ſought theſe” gates for ſuccour. They were ſeen flit- 
ting like ſpectres through your avenues— They were moving 
ſhadows of their former ſelves, "They clung about your por- 
ticos, imploring bread; but they ſought not the bread of idle- 
neſs, they fought by honeſt labour, to earn the bread of induſtry 
for their wretched women and craving infants, For this have ! 
heard theſe very people ſtiled licentious, but where are the 
marks of their licentiouſneſs? I will tell you—that hunger 
Which forces through ſtone walls, was here arreſted at your 
threſhold, through reſpet to you. Was this licentious ? What 
did they demand? They aſked you as a boon, for what if they 
had been licentious, ſhould have been their puniſhment. They 
aſked you for hard labour. Did this in theſe men ſeem licen- 
tious ? Yet there are thoſe who fay they were licentious, and 
they are all honourable men. I am ſure there is no man here 
who is indifferent to the diſtreſſes of a fellow creature: Shall we 
then pity the ſorrows of an individual; and ſhall that ſoft at- 
fection loſe its force When the object of its operations are 
multiplied ? Shall we feel the ſufferings of one man, and ſhall 
we be indifferent to thoſe of one thouſand? That we may 
remove theſe diſtreſſes, as far as lies in our power, and that 
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we may carry through the buſineſs of the nation, at preſent 
impeded by faction, I ſhall vote for the amendment. 

Captain Burgh ipoke for the adjournment. 

Sir Hercules Jangriſbe ſaid, that the words of the mefſage prov- 
ed that his Excellency did not mean any breach of parliamentary 
privilege. ' He ſaid, that parliament, conſiſting of King, Lords 
and Commons, could not att if any of theſe branches was de- 
fective. That in the preſent caſe the regal branch might be 
conſidered as abſent, his Excellency not chuſing to act, and 
therefore it would be highly improper to proceed without his 
concurrence, He had ſat, he faid, twenty-five years in parlia- 
ment, and never had known the Lord Lieutenant's requeſt to 
adjourn refuſed, | 

Mr. O'Hara thought an adjournment of two or three days 
ſufficiently long. At a time when the petitions of the different 
counties required attention, and ſeveral things remained to be 
done to reſcue from famine the poor of the kingdom, they 
would not diſcharge their duty to their conſtituents by poſt- 
poning their intereſts to thuſe contending faction in the ſiſter 
kingdom; for this was the real, let what would be the pre- 
tended cauſe, of the Right Hon. Gentleman's motion. 

The Right Hon. Attorney General ſaid, he never adopted any 
meaſure whoſe motive he would be aſhamed to avow. In the 
preſent unſettled fituation of affairs, his Excellency had thought 
proper to ſend his reſignation, he therefore did not imagine it deli- 
cate in him to act, till a ſucceſſor ſhould be appointed. The 
conduct in his Excellency was open and noble—it had no re- 
troſpect to contending parties in England—he was therefore 
happy to co-operate im it. | 

Sit Henry Cavendiſh quoted the journals of the Houſe, to 
prove that the adjournment moved for was an infringement of 
parliamentary order, | 
Prime Serjeant Scett.—I own this debate has taken a very 
different turn from what I expected; but let us examine the 
matter fairly, and I am convinced gentlemen will not think 
their oppoſition to his Excellency's requeſt well founded: A 
Lord Lieutenant who, while in power, does his utmoſt for the 
public good, relinquiſhes that power, and conſonant to that act, 
requeſts to be excuſed from proceeding to buſineſs of impor- 
tance, Had his Excellency intended any thing to the injury 
of this country, he would have concealed his reſignation z but 
lie has ated like a man of honour towards us, and we are 
bound to act as men of honour towards him. The firſt ad- 
Journment did not originate with him, but from the royal meſ- 
lage z this is a continuation of that meaſure, There are now 


four packets due, perhaps they may bring new inſtructions to 
bis Excellency, perhaps a ſucceſſor; in either caſe it would be 


tighly imprudent in the Houſe to oppoſe this meſſage. If 
2 1 
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a ſacceſſor comes, he will bring his inſtructions and his mea- 
ſures along with him; but if his preſent Excellency is to con- 
tinue, may he not ſay hereafter, how changeable are the Iriſh ? 
When firſt I had power, how complaiſant were they to my 
withes—when I laid down that power for a time, how ſoon did 
they turn their backs upon me; and now that I have reaſſumed 
ie—but I will not anticipate, I ſhall only ſay, that ſuch con- 
duct would be unworthy the Iriſh nation, ſo unlike the cha- 
racer of men that effect great purpoſes by conciliatory means, 
that I am convinced will never find ſupport in this Houle. 
The queſtion on the amendment being put, there appeared 


Ayes, Eh m_ 42 
Noes, — _ _ 108 
Majority, — — 66 


The main queſtion was then carried. 


The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported that he had, purſuant 
to order, communicated, by letter, to the Right Hon. Sir George 
Auguſtus Eliott, Governor of Gibraltar, the reſolution of this 
Houſe of the 16th Ottober, 1753, to which he was pleaſed, 
by letter, to retura the following anſwer : 


I. Gibraltar, December 16th, 1783. 


I intreat you to accept my beſt thanks for your very obliging 
letter of the 18th October, (received this day) conveying the reſo- 
lution of the Houſe of Commons 16th October, 1783, an ho- 
nour far exceeding the moſt ſanguine expectations which could 
be formed on the preſumption of ſuch feeble endeavours for 
the publick ſervice, although now they will appear in a moſt 
advantageous light, being dignitied by the approbation of that 
honourable Houle. | 

I humbly requeſt, Sir, you will pleaſe to offer my moſt 
reſpeQful acknowledgments for this very diſtinguiſhed mark of 
their favour. I am, dir, | 
with reſpeQ, 

your moſt obedient, 

and moſt humble ſervant, 


The Right Henourable 
G. 4 SST +” 


the Speaker. 
The Houſe adjourned to the 18th of February. 


— ER m——_—_ 


WepNesDay, FeBruary 18, 1783. 


As ſoon as the Speaker had taken the chair, a committee 
was ballotted for to try the Enniſcorthy petition, and ordered 
to fit on Monday, 2 
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Afterwards Sir Boyle Rcchie, and three other members, were 
(worn. 


On the motion of Mr. Chatterton, a clauſe in favour of fugitives 
was ordered to be infetited in the inſolvent bill. 


The petition complaining of an undue election for the city 
of Clogher, was withdrawn, in conſequence of a motion for 
that purpoſe, made on behalf of the petitioners. Mr, St, George, 
however, (one of the fitting members) faid, that he came down 
to the Houſe fully determined to oppole that motion; but as 
his worth » colleague had given his content to it, he would not 


act in oppoſition to him in a matter wherein they were equally 
concerned, 


Right Hon. J. Ponſonby entreated the interpoſition of the 
Houte in favour of the numerous poor now out of employment, 
and whom a timely reliet only could enable to ſubſiſt. He 


t would not attempt to take up the time of the Houle in expa- 
a tiating on the miſeries of theſe poor people; every gentleman's 
x ſeaſes and feelings had anticipated him, and ſpoke more forcibly 
, than any language he was maſler of, He felt, but could not 


paint the degree of calamity the miterable people had to ſtrug- 
gle with, and would, therefore, without farther preface, move, 


3 that the Houſe come to the following reſolution: 
ag Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ex- 
© cellency the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting that his Excellency 


** will be pleaſed to lay before his Majeſty the humble defire of 
11d this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pealed to give 

direQions that a ſum, not exceeding the ſum of 3000/. be ited 
from his Majeſty's treatury, in ſuch portions and to ſuch per- 
ſons as his Excellency the, Lord Lieutenant ſhall appoint, to 
be diſtributed for the relief of the poor in the city of Dublin, 
and that this Houſe will make good the ſame. 

Mr. Cznelly ſeconded the motion, and ſaid he was ſo convinced 
of its propriety and necellity, that he thought the ſum too little: 
his countrymen were diſtreſſed, and deterved to have more 
done to relieve their difficulties, 

The Right Hon. the Prove? and Mr. K. Lengfield riſing to- 
+ Phi gether, and each inſiſting he was up firſt, there was an inter- 
ruption of buſineſs for tome little time. The Frevel, at laſt, 
obſerving with much good humour, that he knew his colleague 
was going, himielf, to tay ſomething in favour of Corke, and on 
Mr, Longfiela*s antwering yes, laid, he was happy they were both 
lo ſanguine in the ſame caute, and was fitting down, when he 
was called on by the chair. 

He then ſaid, that the attention of the Houſe was equally 
due to the kingdom in general; that the city he repreſented, 


ittee 
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though it fell ſhort of being half as large as Dublin, by ſome 
tundreds of houſes, yet if computed by the number of inhabitants, 
as its houſes contained more people, it bore 2 greater proportion, 
greater ftill, if computed by the taxes and other aids it paid to- 
wards the maintenance of the ſtate: Though he underſtood from 
good authority, that the diſtreſſes of the poor were not as great 
in other parts of the kingdom as in the metropolis, nevertheleſs 
they were of that magnitude as to require relief. However, az 
he believed his Hon, Colleague meant to advance ſome propo- 
ſition” in favour of the city they both had rhe honour to te- 
preſent, he would content himſelf with ſaving, that any mo- 
tion tending to that end ſhould meet his moſt hearty ſup- 


rt. 

Mr. Lengfeld thought much gratitude due from the Houſe to 
Cork, as their trade ſerved every gentleman of landed intereſt. 
He then moved an amendment to he made to the faid reſo- 
Jution, by inferring after the word“ Dublin,” the words, „and 
a ſum not exceeding 1,500/, be ſued from his Majeſty's Trea- 
ſury, in ſuch portions and to fuch perſons as his Excellency 

| appoint, to be diſtributed for the relief of the poor of the 
city of Cork.” | 

Sir Hugh Hill, after enlarging on the diſtreſſes of the northern 
parts of the kingdom, and repreſenting the difficulties they la- 
boured under from the high price of proviſions, moved as an a- 
mendment, that the ſum of 500/. be added for the relief of Lon- 
dondetry.“ | | 

Sir Henry Cawvendifh propoſed an amendment in favour of the bo- 
rough of Liſmore ; and ſaid money ſhould be granted to ſet peo- 
ple to work, and not to promote idleneſs. To ſuch a degree wa: 
idleneſs advanced, that there might be ſeen twenty or thirty ſtur- 
dy beggars in a knot, and grown ſo outrageous as to offer force in 
ſome meaſure. He ſhould not be ſurprized, if, in a ſhort time, 
they forced people's doors, and took their property whether they 
would or not. Charity alſo ſhould be general, and extended to 
every part of the kingdom. The borough of Liſmore, whoſe ad- 
vocate he now was, had been ſo diſtreſſed from the high price ot 
proviſions this year and the laſt, as to require the aid of pat- 
liament. ay 

Mr. Greene ſaid, that when other places were providing for, he 
thought it proper to ſay a word in favour of the borough of Dun- 
garvan ; it had its neceſſities, and he truſted it would meet wit 
an equal conſideration in proportion to its claim. It had this me. 
rit at leaft, that though equal necefſicouſly it could not be {aid 
to be equally importunate, for except, when he ſpoke in its fa- 
your, its name was not heard of in parliament. 

Mr. Mentgomery urged the neceſſities of the people of Cavan, 
and implored the afliftance of parliament. 6 
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Sir John Blaquiere obſerved, that as the relief could not be ge- 
neral, the amendments only tended to clog the motion for aſſiſt- 
ing the poor of the metropolis. He would therefore, beginning 
with that for Corke, have the queſtion put on the amend:11ents one 
by one, and give them his negative. 

Mr. Curren (aid, the diſtreſſ-s of the poor was greater in Dub- 
lin than in the other parts of the kingdom. Here they had no 
dependance but their markets, which were more uncertain in 
their nature than the product of the land. The country had alſo 
more reſources ; he therefore thought that every man who fel: 
for the misfortunes of his fellow-cit1zens would concur in the ori- 
ginal motion. | 

Mr. Canolly remarked, that though the kingdom could ill bear 
the granting away money, yet he concurred in the motion from 
the urgency of its object, as 25,000 ſouls were really ſtarving !— 
He hoped ſuch a plan would be adopted by that Houſe as would 
prevent a famine, either by allowing the importation of grain, by 
an embargo, or otherwiſe, —He could not but do juſtice to the 
humanity of the citizens of Dublin, which was conſpicuous, and 
he thought the houſe of induſtry truly uſeful. 

Mr. Sackwille Hamiltes thought it beſt that the matter ſhould 
be confined to the city of Dublin, as the diſtreſs was evident un- 
der their own eyes, and truly alarming. 

Mr. Hartley was of opinion that the poor of Cork did not bear 
as great proportion to thoſe of Dublin, as the number of inhabit- 
ants in the one city did, to the inhabitants of the other. Where- 
ever the rich dwelt, the poor would be ſure to come. Here 
was the ſeat of government, of parliament, the courts of juſtice, 
and the reſidence of the nobility and gentry. It was natural for 
the poor to aſſemble where ſomething was to be had, or where 
there was a probability of getting employment. In three manu- 
facturing pariſhes in this city, were 24,000 poor z and though 
the ſubſcriptions to the houſe of induſtry had been very liberal, 
yet they were found inadequate to relieve ſo many. It would ill 
become him, while he was talking in favour of the poor of this 
metropolis, to prevent relief from being extended to other parts 
of the kingdom. But, however, he. hoped gentlemen would 
not, by perſiſting in their amendments, clog the motion. 

Sir Lucius O Hrien ſaid, that while they were deliberating, the 
poor were ſtarving ; and that he voted Lom the preſſing urgency 
of the occaſion, ö 

Mr. Dillon thought the relief ſhould be general In the part 
of the kingdom he lived (Connaught) there exiſted the utmoſt 
danger of a famine. This, he ſaid, was to be attributed to the 
great number of illicit ſtills, whence it happened, that the corn 
which ought to ſerve to maintain the people, was moſtly bought 
up to be diſtilled, —But if the commiſſioners of the revenue would 
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give proper aſſiſtance, the gentlemen of the country would aſſoci- 
ate to put a top to this practice. 

Sir Edward Newgnham ſaid, the Right Honourable Member 
(the Provoſt) has declared, that he wiſhed for ſome general or 
univerſal mode of giving bread to, or maintaining the poor of this 
kingdom—1 will ſuggeſt a ſure and permanent mode, and hope 
for the Right Honourable Member's aſſiſtance ; let him by his in- 
tereſt and great abilities ſupport a juſt bill for protecting duties; 
then Ireland will flouriſh, and we ſhall not hear of ſtarving ma- 
nufaQuurers ; let us baniſh foreign fopperies, and be content with 
home manufaQures; ready money is but a temporary relief; pro- 
tecting duties will produce a permanent ſecurity againſt want in 
the lower order of the people; theſe hard working men ought to 
be our particular care. 

Sir Henry Hart/t:nge thought that ſom-thing ought to be done 
before the Houſe adiourned, in favour of the poor. 

Mr. O'Hara felt the neceſſity of doing ſomething in favour of 
the poor, and promiſed to ſupport whatever tended to that pur- 


e. 

The queſtion was then put, that the words propoſed by way of 
amendment, ſtand part of the reſolution. It paſſed in the ne- 

tive. 
nd the queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree in the 
ſaid reſolution.— It was carried in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his 
Majeſty's moſt honourable privy council. 


Sir John Parnel, from the ſelect committee appointed to try the 
merits of the petition of William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the borough of Enniſ- 
corthy, in the county of Wexford, informed the Houſe, that the 
committee deſired leave to adjourn to Monday the 23d day of Fe- 
bruary inſtant, and aſſigned ſeveral ſpecial cauſes to induce the 
Houſe to give ſuch leave. | 
Reſolved, That the ſaid committee, for the ſpecial cauſes ſo 
aſſigned to the Houſe, have leave to adjourn to Monday the 
23d day of February inſtant, at eleven o'clock. 


The order for taking into conſideration the petition of John 
Bateman and Robert Johnſton, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue 
election and return for the city of Clogher, on Friday the 2oth 
. of February inſtant, at two of the clock, being upon motion 
T | 
Ordered, That the ſaid order be diſcharged. 

Ordered, That leave be given to withdraw the ſaid petition, — 
And the ſame was withdrawn accordingly. 


The Right Honourable the Attorney General begged leave to 
inform the Houſe, that he was ordered by his Excellency th e 


to 
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Lord Lieutenant to ſignify to them his Majeſty's deſire, received 
by his Excellency, that they adjourn till Monday, and that in 
acting thus, the Lord Lieutenant only obeyed his Majeſty's com- 
mand, for that two hours after their laſt adjournment, the royal 
command was ſignified to his Excellency, that their adjournment 
ſhould be for a Rantaight, to compleat which, the time interven- 
ing between this and Monday was neceſſary.— He added, that an 
oficial account had arrived of the appointment of his Grace of 
Rutland to the government of this kingdom, which was an ad- 
ditional reaſon for his Excellency*s requeſting an adjournment.— 
He ſincerely hoped, that the diſtractions in England would not 
prevent the buſineſs of this country, and moved that the Houſe, at 
its riſing, do adjourn till Monday. 

Honourable Denis Browne oppoſed the adjournment, becauſe 
much buſineſs was to come before the Houſe ; the parliamentty 
reform, and protecting duties would require much time for diſcuſ- 
fon, and beſides no ſatisfaQory reaſon had been aſſigned for it.— 
He then moved, that Thurſday the 19th of February be ſubſti- 
tuted for next Ay. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh thought the times required ſomething more 
than adjournments, and aſked if they were to conſent to the ad- 
journment, whether the buſineſs of the nation would go on on 
Monday. 

Sir Lucius C Brien thought this a bad way of ſignifying his Ma- 
jeſty's commands, as it wanted both form and precedent. When 
his Majeſty thought proper to ſend a meſſage to that Houle, it 
was alwa;s in writing z it ſhould be received uncovered, and then 
entered on the journals. However, he ſaid, he did not intend to 
oppoſe the adjournment. 

The Attorney General, in reply, ſaid he had been uncovered the 
whole night, but the preſent meſſage was not immediately from 
his Majeſty to the Houſe, but was at the requeſt of his Excellency 
by his Majeſty's command. 

Mr. Browne (of Trinity College) would not oppoſe the 2d- 
journment, when the requeſt came from his Majeſty, but thought 
his Majeſty's miniſters here anſwerable for having adviſed ſuch a 
meſſage—He begged to know their reaſon for declining to go on 
with the common buſineſs of the nation. They put him in mind 
of the council of Conſtance z when adjourned foe want of money 
from the pope, it was humourouſly, though, with ſome degree 
of impiety, ſaid, that they waited for the arrival of the Holy 
Ghoſt in a cloak bag from Rome. Adminiſtration was eternally 
waiting for a cloak bag from Holyhead. Would they pay them- 
ſelves ſo bad a compliment as to ſay, that without the cheriſhing 
influence of a ſecretary of ſtate, they could do nothing? That 
for want of ſuch an idol, his Majeſty's Attorney General had nei- 
ther law nor eloquence, his ſecretary of ſtate could not write his 
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name, and the d financier had forgot all his arithmetick,—If 
they acknowledged this, they had berter leave their ſeats, and 
oy would find a great number of worthy gentlemen very ready 
to ſtep into them, and go on with buſineſs 

After ſome other gentlemen had ſpoke, Mr. Browne withdrew 


_ amendment, and the original motion paſſed without a di- 
* viſion. h 


Sir Jabn Blaquiere ſaid, there exiſted a nuiſance in this city, 
Whoſe explanation did not require words. It was known to 
every one who heard him, that he meant the ſcandalous ſtate and 
total neglect of the ſtreets of this city. They were rendered im- 
paſſable by pools of dirt and cruſted lumps of congealed ſnow, to 
the diſgrace of police, and almoſt total prevention of the commerce 
of the city. Carriages had been broken, and many people hurt; 
the fault muſt be ſomewhere. If in the laws for that pur- 
poſe, they ſhould be amended; if in the ſcavenger, he ought 
to be puniſhed ; if in the magiſtrate he ought to be told his duty; 
if finally, with, parliament, as coming under the ſcavenger law, 
they were highly blameable. He ſaid, no one found his account 
in the preſent dangerous condition of the ſtreets but the ſurgeons 
and coach-makers, and concluded with moving, ** That a com- 
mittee be appointed to enquire into the cauſes of the preſent dan- 
gerous and neglected ſtate of the ſtreets of this city, and that they 
report their opinion thereon, and alſo what may be proper to be 
done to prevent the ſame in future.” —And a committee was ap- 
inted accordingly. 

Ordered, That the faid committee have leave to fit notwith- 
ſtanding any adjournments of this Houſe, and that they be em- 
powered to examine in the moſt ſolemn manner ſuch perſons as 
they ſhall think proper upon the ſubje& matter of the ſaid en- 
8 , 

Mr. Uniacke moved, ** That the Right Honourable the Lord 


Mayor of the city of Dublin, do attend this Houſe on Monday 
morning next.” Ordered accordingly. 


Sir Edvard Newenham preſented to the Houfe, according to 
order, a bill for the better adminiſtration of juſtice, by aſcertain- 
ing the qualification of juſtices of the peace for counties at large; 


which was received, and read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time on this day fortnight. 


Ordered, That the ſaid bill be printed. 

Mi. Hillzam Brabagen Ponſonby ſaid, that the Lord Lieutenant 
was diſtinguiſhable for many virtues, and that he was not ever 
outdone by any of his predeceſſors in office, either for integrity, 
humanity, or public ſpirit; and as his Excellency was ſhortly 
to quit the government of the country, he felt it proper to 
move, though no more than the uſual form, that an humble 
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addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
to aſſure his Excellency that we, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal ſubje&s, the Commons of Ireland in parliament aſſembled, 
learn with the deepeſt regret his Excellency's determination of 


relinquiſhing the government of this kingdom; to aſſure his 


Excellency that the uniform wiſdom and virtue of his, Excel- 
lency's adminiſtration, manifeſted by his attention to the encou- 
ragement of agriculture, the protection and advantage of our 
commercial intereſts, and þy his zeal and firmneſs in ſupport 
of our happy conſtitution, have intitled him to the moſt grate- 
ful thanks of the repreſentatives of a free people; that we en- 
treat his Excellency to believe that as we thankfully acknow- 
ledge his virtues, we ſhall fincerely regret his no ay conti- 
nuing to preſide over us, and to requeſt that his Excellency 
will be pleaſed to add one further favour to thoſe we have al- 
ready received at his hands, by repreſenting to his Majeſty our 
unſhaken loyalty to his perſon and government, our inviolable 
attachment to our happy conſtitution, and our determined reſo- 
lution to ſupport the Juſt rights and privileges of the Commons of 
Ireland againſt all encroachments whatſoever, 

Mr. Cznelly faid he was little uſed to pronounce a panegyric ; 
he was unable to ſecond the motion, without at the ſame time 
teſtifying the high ſenſe he entertained of the character of Lord 
Northington. He had come over at a critical period, and yet 
manifeſted the moſt ſteady reſolution in ſupporting the conſtitu- 
tion and promoting the real intereſts of — | 

Sir Eqward Newenham declared he could not agree to ſuch an 
addreſs it glanced in very diſagreeable terms, on the honour and 
dignity of the Volunteers, who ſaved their country in defiance of 
corruption—he could not thank a Viceroy under whoſe admini- 
ſtration a parliamentary reform was (in the language of ſome 
members) ſcouted out of the Houſe :—He ſpoke plain Engliſh, 
and faid, a reform of this Houſe, for no houſe ever wanted it 
more. He would wait the iſſue of the preſent motion, to make 
one that would do honour to a parliament of real independent 
members, which motion he had in his hand, and that was, to 
thank his Majeſty for his diſmiſſing his late miniſtry, a part of 
whom robbed the crown of half its dominions, and to thank his 
Majeſty for appointing a new miniſtry, in whom the people may 
confide, and whoſe principles are declared friendly to the much- 
wanted parliamentary reformation. He deemed the whole addreſs, 
fulſome and degrading to the dignity of an independent nation, 
and gave his negative to every part of it as mean, ſervile, and 
flattering to an undeſerving Viceroy. 

Mr. Malone ſaid, he alſo had intended to have ſeconded the 
addreſs, but being deprived of that honour, he could not be pre- 
cluded from paying his tribute of eſteem for his Excellency's un- 
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common virtues ; and thought the addreſs an acknowledgment of 
gratitude he highly merited. | 

Mr. Griffith lookeg on the addreſs as a matter of form, and 
would vote for it, though he did not conſider himſelf of any par- 
ty, and though he even thought ſome parts of it objectionable.— 
But a majority of that Houſe having approved of all the acts of 
Lord Northington, for that reaſon, he would approve of the ad- 
dreſs, as a matter of uſual form. 7 i 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh would never give his aſſent to any act, 
merely becauſe it was approved by a majority of that Houſe.— 
He was, however, glad that they had framed the addreſs in ge- 
neral terms, and did not mention ceconomy. He did not recollect 
any mighty advantages gained to Ireland under the adminiſtration 
of his Excellency, as his friends had been known to oppoſe the 
intereſts of this country. 

Mr. Browne (of the College) oppoſed the addreſs, becauſe it 
was, he ſaid, ſtole upon the Houſe, and ſhould not be let paſs as 
matter of form. It alſo contained matter foreign to the compli- 
menting his Excellency, and would infinuate an attack made up- 
on the conſtitution. He was, on his part, a ſtranger to any at- 
tack, though he plainly ſaw an attempt made to afhx a ſtigma on 
the endeavour made to reform their preſent happy conſtitution,— 
When the cries of diſtreſs were urgent, he could not approve of 
his Excellency's relinquiſhing the buſineſs of the ſtate, as every 
Lord Lieutenant had power to act, until the ſwearing of his ſuc- 
ceſſor into office. The ſame delicacy did not —— other parts 
of his conduct. How could his Exceilency anſwer to the public, 
the diſtreſs occaſioned by the diſpenſation of juſtice by the Pecrs, 
contrary to that declaration of the great charter, Null neg aut, 
uulli ai feretur juſittia. 

Mr. Melyneux ſaid, that the addreſs had ſomething inſidious, 
how elſe came it to be propoſed, when moſt of the gentlemen on 
his fide of the Houſe, who would oppoſe it, were gone away. 
They might rely on ita ſnake lay under the graſs— He tor his own 
part, was willing to compliment bis Excellency, were the ad- 
dreſs to be confined to himſelf alone; but as it alſo comprehended 
the approbation of an Engliſk faction, he could expreſs no appro- 
bation of the motion, nor regret at his Excellency's departure — 
He thought the new Lord Lieutenant was the repreſentative of 
worthy men, and therefore he ſhould rejoice at the change, though 
perhaps after all, if the conduct of the Iriſh adminiſtration were 
conſidered during Lord Northington's adminiſtration, a man muſt 
be bold who would agree to vote him thanks; and it would not 
teem ſtrange to recant, when one conſiders, that every one will 
cry out, What! vote an addreſs of thanks to Lord Northington, 
in whoſe adminiſtration the motion for retrenchment of the army 
and every other good meaſure was rejected! 
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Sir Richard Muſgrade was ſurpriſed how any gentleman could 
oppoſe the addreſs, as his Excellency's adminiſtration was mild, 
wite and equitable. That an Honourable Gentleman who had 
attempted to — him, particularly on the ſcore of œcono- 
my, was the laſt in the Houſe who ſhould do ſo; for he had made 
a motion of a more injurious tendency to this country than any 
one made in this Houſe, ſince his lordſhip's adminiſtration ; this 
was an addition of 4ooo!. a year to his ſalary; but he with that 
noble diſintereſtedeets and attention to cxconomy, which he has 
always diſplayed, rejected it. One may conjecture with what view 
it was offered but the bait did not take. To avoid any ſuſpici- 
on of a finiſter view on that occaſion, he has ſaid, that he moved 
for it to maintain the honour and dignity of the nation. It would 
redound much to its honour and dignity to be run in debt—This 
puts me in mind of Dean Swift's advice to ſervants ; to ſquander 
their maſter's ſubſtance and to involve him in debt for the ſake of 
his honour and dignity. Some gentlemen on the other ſide of the 
Houle, abuſe the late adminiſtration under the name of a coaliti- 
on. I hope they will be remunerated by their ſucceſſors.— They 
worſhip the rifing ſun. It is the characteriſtic of Eaſtern ſlaves 
to do ſo.— ls this gratitude ? Was not every commercial and ci- 
vil advantage which we have obtained proeured during their con- 
tinuance in office, and yet ſome gentlemen (indeed they are but 
few) abuſe them. | 


General Cunningham exprefſed himſelf much ſatisfied with the 
hrmnefs of the late adminiitration, in maintaining the conſtitution 
on that happy foundation, under which our anceſtors and ourſelves 
enjoyed ſo much happineſs. Though gentlemen may fondly con- 
gratulate themſelves on the idea ef the new miniſtry's taking up 
the reform, they will find themſelves miſtaken, He knew Mr. 
Pitt, and entertained the greateſt reſpect for his character and abi- 
lities ; he would therefore, ſupport him if his adminiſtration ſup- 
ported what he thought the proper conſtitution; if not, he would 
oppoſe him, But neither did the late, nor will the preſent mi- 
niitry hazard ſo dangerous a ground, as parliamentary reform.— 
He knew Lord Northington, and honoured him for his noble and 
diſintereſted rejection of 4000). a year, though a puerile motion 
had ofiered it to him on an eſtabliſhment not able to bear it; but 
queſtioned whether our next Viceroy would act in the fame 
manner. 

Mr. Buſbe condemned the idea of introducing Engliſh parties 
into that Houſe, as attempted by one gentleman ; bur he truſted 
the Houſe would never deſcend to ſuch an admiilion. A few in- 
dividuals alſo, attempted to arraign the Houſe itſelf ; but the 
Houle did not need his defence, as the nation ſaw them, and poſ- 
terity would view them in the moſt honourable light. As to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, he did not know a more il luſ- 
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trious chatacter.— He would aſk them, if no bounties had been 
We beginnings made for commercial improvements.— 
he 


benefits accruing from his adminiſtration, were too freſh in 
their memories, to be eaſily forgottenz though it was not the prac- 
tice of his friends to blazon his acts to the public eye. It ſhould 
not be forgotten, that it was his adminiftration the bill of in- 
demnity was obtained, which the miniſtry of former times could 
ſcarce dare to think of obtaining. To him they owed the admi- 
ralty bill, which gave a ſecurity to their free trade To his ad- 
miniſtration they owed annual ſeſſions; and the manly firmneſs 
. of his adminiſtration preſerved the conſtituNon of this country, 


and maintained the dignity and privileges of that Houſe z and they 


were, therefore, bound to declare their opinion of that admini- 
firation, and he did not think even the words of the addreſs, ſuf- 
feiently expreſſive on this ſubject; as he would have their deter- 
minations be known in „ that they might give firmneſs to 
the public mind, and ſtability to public property. 

Mr. Malyneux ſaid, if the Honourable Gentleman called the mo- 
tion for increaſing the Lord Lieutenant's ſalary puerile, he forgot 
what ſort of compliment he paid the majority of that Houſe, 
who by agreeing to it, became each as much intereſted in it as 
he was; he called that majority puerile, for conſenting to what 
the Honourable Gentleman was pleaſed to call a puerile motion. 
If gentlemen found fault with him for propoſing, they muſt alſo 
cenſure thoſe that approved. However, he was happy that 
there ſhould bea time when the Honourable Gentleman could call 
in queſtion the authority of a majority. Krk 

mona Cunningham admitted there had been a majority for the 

ueſtion, but could not prevail with himſelf to be of opinion, 
Som the manner in which gentlemen ſpoke, that they voted ac- 
cording to their ſentiments. 

Mr. © Hara, after dwelling pretty much on the ſervices the vo- 
lunteers had rendered this country, and ſaying, that inſtead of 
the cenſure indirectly thrown on them by the . laſt paragraph of 
the addreſs, they deſerved the utmoſt praiſes that every friend to 
this kingdom could beſtow, moved an amendment, by expung- 
ing theſe words, We will ſupport the juſt rights of the Com- 
mons of Ireland againſt every encroachment whatſoever.” Theſe 
he ſaid, were inſidious words, and ſeemed directed to the advo- 
cates of parliamentary reform. 

Mr. Grifith ſeconded the amendment. 

Mr. Monch Maſon was of opinion that it would have been a mat- 
ter of no conſequence, if theſe words had been originally omit- 


ted ; but it was not ſo now that they formed a part of it; for if 


they were now expunged it would be ſaying we will not ſupport 
the rights of the Commons of Ireland, — they were on he 


count become of importance, and ought not to be expunged. 
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Mr. Cerry had no objection to the laſt paragraph of the addreſs, 
though he diſapproved of ſeveral other parts of it, as conveying 
an ambiguity, and 2 to throw a reflection on the late en- 
deavours to procure a parliamentary reform. — This is called to 
make a change in the conſtitution; but it is called moſt erroneoui- 
ly ſo—It is not making a change in the conftitution, but in the 
mode of the conſtitution, - If gentlemen mean to convey an idea of 
reſiſting the reformation of thoſe abuſes, introduced by time and 
circumſtances into our form of government, by“ ſupporting the 
preſent happy conſtitution,” they have my warmeſt difapproba- 
tion. Let gentlemen therefore, ſpeak out their meaning.—As to 
maintaining the privileges of the Commons, it is agreeable to 
whig principles, the principles I glory to profeſs. To Lord 
Northington he had no perſonal objection, he thought his con- 
duct by deſiring the adjournment extremely handſome towards his 
ſucceſſor, the Duke of Rutland. 

Mr. Grattan—An Honourable Baronet has taken notice that the 
word economy is not to be found in the addreſs—He will be ſo 
good as to recollect that Lord Northington has not been above 
eight months in this kingdom, and therefore has not had time to 
do much; but if he has not greatly diminiſhed the national ex- 
pences, he has done more than moſt of his predeceſſors, for he has 
not at all increaſed them. The army has been mentioned as an 
inſtance of profuſion, but will any man lay the blame of a vote of 
parliament at the door of a Lord Lieutenant? As to any ſcheme 
of ſyſtematic reduction, it was impoſlible, from the ſhortneſs of 
Lord Northington's adminiſtration z but we muſt not forget that 
no objection was made from him, when the expence of collecting 
the revenue was propoſed to be reduced: formerly it was objeci 
ed to But with this ſymptom in his favour, we cannot condemy 
him for not having had time to carry a ſcheme of retrenchment in- 
to execution, 

As to commercial advantages, I will ſtate a duty onforeignbeer, 
which muſt operate powerfully in favour of our own breweries, 
and of our tillage. When this was announced to the Houſe, I 
tecollect the Honourable Baronet riſing, and laying his hand up- 
on his breaſt, he returned thanks for ſo great a favour : ſurely the 
ſpirit of the times is much changed, if um now deſpile 
what they held in high eſtimation; ſurely the gratitude of the 
Houſe is wonderfully altered, if gentlemen forget that for which 
ſo lately they made ſuch ſtrong acknowledgments. 

Another advantage is the duty laid upon calico, in favour of 
our own manufacture. The duty on ſugar that has been conced- 
ed this ſeſſion, was formerly thought an object of the firſt magni- 
tude in our commerce; it is now of no - conſequence, becauſe 
Pro ſpeak in opppoſition; or is it becauſe his Excellency, 

aving no points to carry againſt the intereſt of the kingdom, has 


1 | 
368 PARLIAMENTARY 


not taken pains to blazon out arts which tend to magnify the 
proſperity of this country? 

Now as to conſtitution, an idea totally new and unſolicited, 
was introduced into our admiralty bill, that is, to cut off any 
appeal to the Britiſh admiralty, by which all that fooliſh ſuppo- 
ſition of any power of external legiſlation for Ireland remaining 
n Great Britain is for ever done away. 

A charge has been made by the repreſentative of the ſeat of 
learning, that juſtice is delayed! I lament that it 1s, I agree 
with him that it is an evil, but whoever conſiders the fituation 
of the Lord Lieutenant will ſee that it cannot be attributed to 
him; for the adjournments together make juſt the time that his 
Majeſty has commanded his Excellency to demand. I lament 
the ſituation of England, that makes thoſe adjournments neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable; for it is plain, if there be no miniſter in 
England, there can be none here. Was I to N my pri- 
vate regards, they are much in his Excellency's favour; his 
adminiſtration in general I have ſupported, and I think this ad- 
dreſs juſtly due to his merit. | | 

Mr. George Ponſonby approved of the noble and diſintereſted man- 
ner in which his Excellency had refuſed the additional 4000/. a 
year. But as his Excellency did not employ news-papers, their 
— did not blazon it forth with halt the atliduity they are 

own to uſe on much more trifiing occaſions. 


General Luttrell rejoiced an adjournment would take place, if 
there had been no other reaſon but that there might be time to 
examine into a ſcandalous table of fees he had ſeen exhibited inthe 
Houſe of Lords, a table four times as high as in England. He 
hoped that the Commons would never acquieſce in ſuch extortion. 
They ought, at leaſt, to have as — a ſhare in granting the 
money of the public as the Houſe of Lords, and if they acted up 

to their proper dignity, ſhould demand a conference. The peo- 

ple were not to be taxed without their concurrence, and this was 

taxing them with a vengeance ; the ſtamp-act was but a flea-bite 
to it. 


fir Joy Parnel felt it his duty to ſupport the motion of the 
addreſs, from his knowledge of the cxconomic diſpoſition of his 
" Excellency, more particularly in that department in which he 
* 2 1 1 Fe 
queſtion bei en put, there appeared, 
For the —— 5m 1 8 — mw 5 
Againſt it, — — — 109 
It paſſed in the affirmative. 


The queſtion being then put upon the addreſs, it was car- 
ned in the affirmative; and the queſtion being put that the ſaid 


car- 
» ſaid 


DEBATED 359 


addreſs be preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant by 


ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt honou- 
rable Privy Council, 


— CAE 


Moxpay, FEBRUARY 23, 1783. 


Alderman Nathaniel Warren, repreſentative cf the city of 
Dublin, took the uſual oaths and his feat. 


The Houſe being informed, that the petitioners againſt the 
election and return for the borough of Kilmallock did not in- 
tend to proſecute their petition—on the motion of Sir Henry 
Hartftonge, it was ordered that the petition be diſcharged. 

The Attorney General ſaid, that to him or his Hon. Colleague, 
the coſts incurred by the groundleſs petition juſt mentioned was 
an object of little conſequence, yet, to diſcourage ſuch ill- 
judged attacks in future, he would move that the petitioners 
ſhould pay the coſts, though perhaps he ſhould never think it 
worth his while to demand thera.—Ordered accordingly. 

The Attarney General informed the Houſe that his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant had been attended with the addreſs of thanks 
of this Houſe to, his Excellencyy and that thereupon his Excel- 
lency was pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 

To promote the proſperity and happineſs of this kingdom 
has been the firſt and conſtant object of my adminiſtration. 0 
This very obliging addrefs is the moſt honourable teſti- 
mony that my zealous endeavours have not been wholly unſuc- 
ceſofil. It confers upon me the higheit gratthcation, and juſtly 

claims my warmelt thanks. : 

The true intereſts and happineſs of this free nation are ſo 
involved in the ſteady ſupport of her happy conttitution, that I 
muſt have weakly ſacriticed the former, if I had not on all 
occaſions firmly ſupported the latter. | 

*© | thall rejoice in repreſenting to his Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt 
and trueſt light, your unſhaken loyalty to his perſon and go- 
vernment, your unalterable retolution to maintain the conſtitution 
inviolate, and to ſupport your juſt rights and privileges againſt 
all encroachments whatſoever.” 


Ordered, That his Excellency's anſwer be entered upon the 
Journals of the Houle. 


The Right Hon, Mr. Attorney General alſo informed the Houſe 
that the addreſs of this Houſe, ** That his Majeſty would be 
E to give directions that a ſum of 3, oool. be iſſued from 
is Majeſty's treaſury, to be diſtributed for the relief of the poor 
of the city of Dublin,“ had been preſented to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant; that his Excellency will tranſmit the ſame 
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accordingly, and that he had in the mean time ordered that a 
ſum of 1,000/. ſhould be iſſued from the treaſury, to relieve 
the preſſing neceſſities of the poor. 

The order that the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of the city of 
Dublin do attend this Houſe on Monday morning next, being upon 
motion read, 

Mr. Uniacke ſaid, that as a great mob attended the intro- 
duction of Alderman Warren, it would be extremely indelicate 
to have the Lord Mayor, who had been his competitor, ſtand- 
ing at the bar at ſuch a time; it was a ſitugtion in which he did 
not with to have him ſtand. He had alſo ſome other reaſons 
which he would not mention, as he hoped the firſt would be 
thought ſatisfactory, and as he intended, when the order ſhould 
be diſcharged, to move, That the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor 
do attend at the bar on Sacurday next.” 


The order was diſcharged, and Mr. Uniacke moved to renew 
it for Saturday. 

The Recerder.—As there is a committee appointed to examine 
the police cf this city, | ſuppoſe the Hon. Gentleman intends, 
that the Lord Mayor thall be 1n readineſs to give that committee 
any information or aſſiſtance that may be in his power; if fo, 
it will be proper to requeſt his lordſhip may attend, but that 
ſhould be at the fitting of the committee. 

The Freveſt.— The committee having power to call upon all 
perſons that may be ſuppoſed capable of giving them informa- 
tion, may call upon the Lord Mayor for that purpoſe, therefore 
this motion is not neceſſary. Indeed the late order ſeemed to 
imply chat the Lord Mayor had not done his duty, a circum- 
' ſtance that can only be known through the committee, and as 
they have not yet had time to enquire into it, or to report, 
it ought not to be afſumed as granted. 

Mr. Uniacie agreed with the Recorder, that it would be right 
for the committee to examine the Lord Mayor, and, though he 
conſented to withdraw his motion, yet expteſſed a fear that there 
would at laft appear an abſolute neceſlity to paſs a cenſure 
upon his Lordſhip. ' 

Mr. Molyneux would not conſent to have the motion with- 
drawn, he felt, he ſaid, for the honour and dignity of the Houſe, 
and as he had heard that the Lord Mayor refuſed to attend, he 
would inſiſt on the Houſe exerting its authority; and he truſted 
no man in this kingdom was beyond the reach of that authority. 
Mr. Chatterter,—Though I never exchanged a word with the 
ntleman that fills the office of Lord Mayor, I have ſuch an 
gh reſpeQ for the dignity of the office itſelf, that I cannot 
think of ſporting with it, upon light or unimportant occaſions 3 
and had I attended when the order, which is now diſcharged, 
was propoſed, 1 would have refiſted it to the utmoſt z what, Sit, 
to call to your bar, like a criminal, the firſt magiſtrate in the 
kingdom, and ſtigmatize him with a reproach that years will 
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not wear off —It is unſeemly, it is a procedure not warranted by 
law, by juſtice, or by decency. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh was of opinion that the Lori Mayor had 
neglected his duty and would, therefore, have him called to 
the bar. He never would admit, he ſaid; that the Houſe had 
not a right to call him before them; and, therefore, to manifeſt 
that right, he was for proceeding to the exerciſe of it; eſpecially 
as common fame, which in this caſe was good evidence, ſaid 
that the Lord Mayor diſputed the authority of che Houle. 

Mr. Hartley, —The Lord Mayor never did diſpute the autho- 
rity of this Houſe, but abſented himſelf to day, upon the aſſu- 
rance of ſeveral members, that the order for his attendance would 
be diſcharged.—Had I been in the Houſe when the Hon. Knight 
of the Bath (Sir John Blaquiere) introduced this ſubject; I could 
have informed him that the city magiſtrates are not ſo culpable 
as he ſuppoſes z for conſcious of the defects in our police, and 
of their want of authority to regulate the city in the manner 
we all wiſh, they are actually preparing a bill to be ſubmitted 
to his honourable Houſe for the improvement of the police of 
the city of Dublin. If the committee appointed by this Houſe 
{hall think proper to take this bill into conſideration, there can 
be no objettion to the Lord Mayor's attending to give every 
aſſiſtance and information. From the abominable ſtare of our 
Rreets, I own 'gentlemen may have formed ſtrong prejudices 
againſt the Lord Mayor, but the dignity of the office ſhould be 
conſidered, ſecond to none but that of the Viceroy z and I hope 
the Houſe will reflect that by debaſing magiſtracy, and makin 
it contemptible to the people, they level all Aalen, and 
encourage diſobedience, tumult and diſorder. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


The names of the defaulters of Wedneſday laſt were called 
over, and every perſon not offering ſufficient apology, ordered 
into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 

On motion of the Attorney General, it was ordered that all 
members now in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms be forthwith 
diſcharged, firſt paying thetr fees, 

Alttor ney General,—Without having any meſſage from his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant, I now riſe to ſubmit to the Houſe 
the propriety of adjourning on our next riſing, to Thurſday the 
26th,—l hope 9 will think, that as well from delicacy 
to the Duke ot Rutland, who is expected every tide, as from 
the regard we have ſo juſtly expreſſed to Lord Northington, 
we ought not, for the ſhort ſpace of two days, to embarraſs either 
of them with buſineſs, eſpecially as an adjournment to Thurſ- 
day cannot be attended with any poſſible inconvenience. 

Mr. Teler hoped it would not be deemed unbecoming of him 
to oppoſe the motion, which . feeling as ſtrongly as any 
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man the delicate ſituation of the Lord Lieutenant, and entertain- 
ing as high a reſpect for his character: But other conſiderations 
had alſo their due weight with him; a committee to try the 
merits of an election was to be drawn to-morrow, the petitioner; 
and fitting members were keeping witneſſes in town at a vaſt 
expence; and why the Houſe ſhould not truſt itſelf to fit one 
day, he could not fee; nay, he thought it would be doing ſervice 
to the Duke of Rutland's miniſtry, by diſembarraſſing the firſt 
day of every troubleſome buſinets. 

ir. Brætunlau.— I think it extremely wrong that all the affairs 
of Ireland muſt ſtand ſtill, becauſe two great men in England 
are ſtruggling for power; and it is tenfold wrong at this parti- 
cular time when the victims of famine crowd every bow, 
the Houſe ought. to fit at leaſt to endeavour ſome relief for the 
people in this time of ſcarcity. I will not ſay that we ſhould 
proceed upon any important concern of politics, any thing that 
could involve party; but when we only deſire to attend the 
diſtreſſes of our country, ſuch repeated interruption demands the 
reſentment of the Houle. | 

Secretary Hamilton aſſuted the Right Hon. Gentleman that no- 
thing could be farther from Lord Northington's mind, than to 
give the ſmalleſt cauſe for reſentment, or to retard any mea- 
ſure for the beneſit of the country; this he had manifeſted in 
every aQt of his adminiſtration, and the Houſe had ſhewn the 
juſt ſenſe they entertained of his Excellency. But he entreated 
the Right Hon. Gentleman to conſider the very delicate ſituation 
of Lord Northington, and to reflect on the ſhortneſs of the ad- 
Journment propoſed. | 

Attorney Generol could not gueſs who was the object of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's reſentment z was it Lord Northington ? 
Certainly not—he had acted in the moſt handſome manner— 
firſt, by command of the King, and now from defire to ſmooth 
the way of his ſucceſſor, and leave the kingdom in a ſtate of 
peace, and harmony; this he believed every gentleman in the 
Houſe would acknowledge; he could not therefore tee the ſliglut- 
eſt ground for reſentment againſt him, but truſted that gentlemen 
would pay due regard to the delicate ſituation of a nobleman, 
who had ſo much conſulted the hunour and advantage of this 
kingdom, particularly as the adjournment now defired, was, in 
fact, but Be one day, for it was not cuſtomary for. the Houſe 
to fit on Aſh Wedneſday. 

He profeſſed himielf ſenſible of the inconveniences which 
flowed from tlie diſtracted ſtate of Britiſh councils ; but this, 
he ſaid, was an evil rather to be lamented than remedied—it was 
2 over, and he hoped the country would ſuffer no more 
rom it. 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid, the gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houle: were convinced the Duke of Rutland would be pleaſ- 
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ed to find the Houſe peaceabl doing the buſineſs of the nation; 
but theſe gentlemen wanted theſe three days, in order to ſhift 
over, as they knew not which way to vote with every admi- 
niſtration. : 

Mr. 72 l withdrew his oppoſition to the adjour; ment, and 
the queſtion thereon being put, that the Houſe do adjourn to 
Thurſday, there appeared, 


Ayes, — — 89 
Noes, — — _ 45 
Majority for adjourning, 41 


The order of the day being read for a committee on the in- 
ſolvent bill, the Houſe reſolved accordingly, Lord Delvin in the 
chair, when the 'bill being gone through, paragraph by para- 
graph, the Speaker reſumed the chair, and it was ordered to be 
reported on "Thurſday, to which day the Houle adjourned, 


TrursDaY, FEBRUARY 26, 1783. 


The Right Hon. Luke Gardiner roſe, he ſaid, to make a moti- 
on, which he flattered himſelf would meet with the immediate 
concurrence of the Houſe, and this motion was for an addreſs 
to his Grace the Duke of Rutland, to congratulate him on his 
appointment to the government of, and ſafe arrival in this king- 
dom. He was certain, this would be the leſs objected to, as 
a ſimilar addreſs had been lately preſented to the Earl of Nor- 
thington; and though his ſucceſſor was as yet a ſtranger to the 
moſt of thoſe who had then heard him; yet to thoſe who had 
the honour of knowing his Grace, and who conſidered his il- 
luſtrious anceſtry, and eminent connections, he was certain ſuch 


an addreſs would not be deemed more than the tribute due to 


his merit, 

He then moved that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to congratulate his Grace on his 
arrival in this kingdom to take upon him the government there- 
of, and to expreſs to his Grace the high expectations entertain- 
ed by this Houſe - from his Grace*s ability and diſpoſition 
to promote the proſperity and happineſs of the people of 
Ireland. 

Lord Delxin roſe to ſecond the motion of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman.—His Lordſhip ſaid, there was room to ſpeak much 
in favour of his Grace's predeceſſors, and the eſſential ſervices 
rendered to Great Britain and this kingdom by them; and of 
the great character and connections of his Grace; but he de 
clined mentioning them. He only ſupported the motion for 
the addreſs to the Duke of Rntland, as he was fully perſuaded 
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his Grace would co-operate in every meaſure which had the 
proſperity of Ireland for its object. 

Sir Edward Newenham obſerved, that as the preſent Lord 
Lieutenant was but juſt arrived among us, it was neceſſary, in 
the firſt inſtance, to.lay our ſentiments before him, that he might 
thereby be enabled to know our ſituation, relieve the diſtteſſes of 
our ſtarving manufacturers, and aid the general voice of the 
nation; that the Duke of Rutland came to this kingdom under 
many advantageous circumſtances; his own character, and being 
united with nien in another country who profeſſed revolution 
principles, and who declared themſelves in favour of a parliamen- 
tary reform that he hoped more words were unneceſſary in 
ſupport of truth and incontrovertible facts. He then moved the 
following amendment—** And we are firmly perſuaded that dur - 
ing your Grace's adminiſtration ſuch laws will receive the royal 
ICS as will reh ore the conſtitution z and that the moſt effec- 
tual meaſures will be adopted to protect and extend the trade 
and manufactures of this kingdom, recent experience having con- 
vinced us that for want of ſuſicient encouragement our artificers 
and manufacturers are become objects of daily charity; and we 
- are the more ſanguine in theſe our hopes that ſuch ſalutary ob- 

will be perfected under the adminiftration. of a nobleman 
whoſe family and connections have (for a ſeries of years) been 
conſpicuous for their bravery in the field, virtue and wiſdom 
in the cabinet, zealous fur the general rights of mankind, and 
conſtant patrons of trade and commerce." 
Hon. Dennis Brewn,,—-] cannot conſent to the amendment 
propoſed, as I think it conveys ſome doubt of the noble Duke's 
intentions, which, as an individual, I do not feel; thinking 
thus 1 riſe to expreſs my approbation of the addreſs propoſed, 
J think it a matter of congratulation to this country to have a 
Chief Governor as remarkable for the independence of his prin- 
ciples as his fortune, I ſhall certainly feel myſelt partial to the 
des of the Dake of Rutland, and will certainly give 
his Grace my ſupport, ſuch as it is, while he adheres to the 
principles of his connexions in England, I mean the great prin- 
ciples of conſtitution and public economy ; for, Sir, not only 
in my ſhort experience, but in the experience of the oldeft man 
in either country, in the experience of record, I do aſſert, that 
there never were ſuch aaiing attempts made on the trade and 
manufactures of both countries, as by a moſt daring ſet of men, 
the late adminiſtration, You may trace their attempts on the 
conhitution of England from the Middleſex election in 1770 
and 71, when they invaded the rights of the people, to 1783 
and d, when they invaded the juſt prerogative of the crown 
the i.r{t of thoſe remarkable attempts ſhook the King on the 


throe z the ſecond has involved the filter kingdom in a ſcene 
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of confuſion that may probably end in her ruin, from the 
mortal ſtab it has given to public credit. But, Sir, in» tie 
intermediate time between the events of 1571 and 83, there 
were ſome thing happened worthy our recolleQtion, Will 
England ever forget who loft America; who added 70 millions 
to the national debt? Will Ireland ever forget the unceaſing 
enemies of her trade and conſtitution, who ſupported the rights 
of external legiſlation, who declared the ſun of England was 
ſet for ever when ſhe acknowledged our freedom of conſtitution? 
Will they ever forget the trick of ſimple repeal ? 1 hope, Sir, 
both countries will join in ſupport of a government born for 
the ſalvation of a tottering conſtitution. Sir I could expatiate 
on this ſubject for hours—I could dwell on a ſubject I feel 
myſelf deeply intereſted in, from being a warm well-wiſher of 
both countries; but I feel myſelf too much obliged to the in- 
dulgence of the Houſe longer to treſpaſs on its time. I ſhall 
conclude with giving my aſſent to the original addreſs. 

The amendment being negatived without a diviſion, the ad- 
dreſs was agreed ro nem. cen. | | 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Grace 
by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt 
honourable Privy Council. 


Mr. Gardiner ſaid, as gentlemen might be impatient, to know 
what ſteps had been taken in ſo important a matter, as the ſtate 
of the manufaQtures of the kingdom, he would juſt enter on 
the ſubject. The committee who had fat upon this buſineſs 
before the receſs, would meet to-morrow to digeſt the various 
matters that had appeared before them, in order to be enabled 
to make a ſraciel report to the Houſe of the ſame, for the 
purpoſe of framing a bill for laying ſuch duties on foreign ma- 
nufactures, as ſhould be found expedient. After this, he hoped 
the Houſe would fix a day for the final diſcuſſion of the mat- 
ter. He had, he ſaid, on his own part, given the buſineſs every 
attention in his power, previous to his going to England ; and 
when he went there, he exerted every endeavour or its full 
accompliſhment, It was an object of the greateſt magnitude 
to the well-being of the trade of Ireland, and he found him- 
— happy in forwarding what he conſidered his moſt eſſential 
uty. | 

Sir Lucius O* Brien declared he entertained as high a ſenſe as 
any man of the Right Hon, Gentleman's aſſiduity and abilities; 
but confeſſed himſelf ignorant of what was meant by digeſting 
evidence, He could fee no objection to reporting ſpecially, 
and preſenting a printed report of the whole evidence, as he 
could not conceive that any part of it was to be concealed from 
he public. | 
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Mr. Gardiner replied, that he had no objection to meet the 
wiſhes of the Hon. Baronet, in that reſpeck; but had the Hon, 
Baronet been preſent, at the examination of this evidence, he 
would find that the publication of a ſubjeq ſo complicated and 
deſultory, could not tend to any uſeful purpoſe. The whole 
formed an is of extraneous matter, and numerous, which to 
underſtand properly, it was neceſſary to decompoſe. As to the 
report of digeſted evidence, it was neither new or uncommon z 
it had long been the practice of England, and a caſe lately 
occ:rred in point, as would appear from the preamble of the 
report, made from the committee appointed to enquire into the 
ſmuggling abuſes. The very difference of idea entertained by 
the parliament of England, in reſpe& to the balance of trade 
between both nations, could not be conciliated by ſuch publi- 
cation. Some part of the evidence was explanatory of commer- 
cial uſages between Ireland and other countries, which it would 
be prejudicial to the kingdom to make public. But this did not 
preclude gentlemen from having recourſe to the evidence as deli- 
vered in, and reading the whole. It was under this idea, of its 
being imprudent to publiſh the whole, that he took leave to 
ſuggeſt to the committee the digeſting of the evidence, and to 
report it in that form. It was not, he ſaid, to be ſuppoſed that 
the evidence delivered to the committee was taken down werva- 
tim & lit-ratim; it was not done in any committee, though 
when a committee reports, the Houſe has an implicit reliance 
On that report. On his own part, he did not care if the whole 
evidence was pupliſhed in the moſt ſtaring capitals, if he did 
not think that the publication of ſome things would be produc- 
tive of a national injury. He declared, with an honeſt warmth, 
he did not want to digeſt, in order to conceal the truth. He 
would not have it ſuggeſted, that he endeavoured to prevent any 
gentleman from reading the whole of the evidence, or that he 
wiſhed to ſuppreſs any part of it; he only meant to ſerve his 
country, | 

Sir Lucius © Brien bore the moſt honourable teſtimony to the 
integrity and abilities of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and was 
certain that all his exertions were directed to the ſervice of his 
country; but he only wiſhed for a ſpecial report. He conſidered 
it as a former practice to digeſt the evidence, but on being much 
complained of was diſcontinued. 

Mr. Griffith acknowledged that many thanks were due to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, tor his laborious inveſtigation of this 
important buſineſs ; but he was of opinion, that the whole of 
the evidence ſhould be publiſhed, 


Here Mr. Carutner ſaid, he never imagined ſo voluminous a 
work would be called for. 


Mr. Griffith ſaid, he had read what was taken down by the 
committee before the receſs, and he could fee nothing in it, the 
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ublication of which might hurt the trade of the kingdom, He 

lieved the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf, had made a motion 
to have it printed before the receſs, and he could not conceive 
the reaſon for the preſent alteration of that opinion. f 

The Right Hon. hands Conally alſo acknowledged the many 
obligations which this country owed to the indefatigable labours 
of Mr. Gardiner z but he was certain protecting duties would ne- 
ver anſwer any good purpoſe, What was the conſequence, he 
ſaid, at the time a non-1mportation was agreed to? Four ſhil- 
lings a yard was paid for home-made cloths, more than cloth 
of a ſimilar quality could be had for in England. Add to this, 
that it would deſtroy an old branch of trade, now well eſta- 
bliſhed, which had brought millions into this country; for if the 
Engliſh were provoked, by this meaſure, to withdraw their boun- 
ties on Iriſh linens, that trade would fink into immediate ruin. 
Honeſty, he faid, was the belt policy, and he wiſhed to ſtick to 
the old trade we had ſo long enjoyed. 

Right Hon. Mr. Garuiner apologized for ſpeaking again, but 
ſaid that as the Houſe ſometimes indulged converſations of this 
kind, he would beg leave to add one word to what he had ſaid. 
In the courſe of the committees inquiry, various ſubjects had 
been laid before them, the woollen, the cotton, and almoſt every 
other branch of manufacture. Now, as gentlemen entertained 
opinions, various on almoſt each of theſe manufaQtures, it would 
be but juſt to ſeparate the manufactures themſelves in the 
committees report, and let each ſtand on the ground of its 
own merit. Beſides, the ſubject of reſtraining the export of the 
raw materials had alſo come before the committee—this ought, 
in the report to be kept a diſtinct buſineſs, for if ſo many dit- 
ferents matters were to be blended together, it would combine 
againſt the whole gentlemen, who might diſapprove of any 
particular one, | 

Right Hon. Mr. Brewnlzw highly approved of what had been 
ſaid by the Right Hon. Gentleman, on whoſe ability and in- 
tegrity, for his own part, he was well content to rely, and 
thought that the Houſe might with great ſafety truſt to the 
committee; who, by their cloſe inveſtigation of the ſubject, 
had proved themſelves ſo worthy of conndence. 

he Speaker having declared that there was no queſtion before 
the Houſe, 

Sir Jahn Parnell begged the attention of the Houſe to a circum- 
ſtance important in ittelf, and as it involved the character of an 
Hon. Gentleman, whoſe noble and amiable conduct had render- 
ed him the object of general eſteem, claiming precedence to any 
other, Sir fo. chen informed the Houſe, that Mr. Ogle having 
been called upon to give teſtimony before the committee appoint- 


ed to try the Enniſcorthy election, had, after making every apo- 
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logy, and declaring every degree of reſpect to the committee, 
declined taking the oath, alledging, that ſhould he take it, he 
might be examined to a circumſtance of fifteen years ſtanding, 
which he was bound in honour not to diſcloſe z that he conſider- 
ed a promiſe on honour as a moſt binding moral obligation, and 
that he begged to ſubmit his cafe to the Houſe. Sir John added, 
that the petitioner, not ſatisfied with this excuſe, had adduced 
the caſe of Mr. Oliver of the county of Tipperary, whom the 
Houſe had obliged to take the oath under ſimilar circumſtances. 

Mr. Ogle.— The Houſe will think I ought to ſay ſomething on 
this occaſion, and I confeſs I ought, if it were only to thank m 
Hon. Friend for the kind manner in which he has brought it 
forward. I did refuſe to take the oath, ſuppoſing that under the 
influence of it I might be preſſed to reveal circumſtances con- 
fided to me under the bond of honour ; I look upon private con- 
fidence as the great tie of ſociety, which none but the molt baſe 
of mankind will violate. I therefore appeal to this aſſembly, as 
to a court of honour, where every member will feel for my fitu- 
ation, and will judge of it by his own heart. If there can bea 
poſſible juſtification for violating private confidence, it muſt be 
after having made the laſt appeal. I appeal now to this aſſembly, 
if I knew another at the eft verge of the earth that could 
better juſtify me, I would carry my appeal thither.— And now 
let me ſay, if it ſhall appear neceſſary to the wiſdom, the juſtice, 
and the honour of the Houſe, that private confidence muſt be 
facrificed—if it is a misfortune which cannot be avoided—the 
act is yours, let it not hereafter be imputed to me. I do but obey 
your order. | | 

“ Te you have made my laft appeal, 
« My hands are guilty, but my heart is free.” 

Mr. Ogle here ſat down, but roſe immediately, and ſaid—1 
am ſo agitated that I forgot to ſtate to the Houſe, that the tran- 
ſaction of which I have any knowledge is of fifteen years ſtanding, 
and I think cannot have any reference to the petition before the 
committee. | 

The Attorney General, —I believe there can be no doubt that 
the Hon, Gentleman muſt deliver his teſtimony before the com- 
mittee in the uſual manner. The law allows no man to withhold 
evidence, except men who, from the nature of their profeſſion, 
muſt neceſſarily be entruſted, But if any queſtion ſhould be put 
to the Hon. Gentleman, not relative to the bufineſs before the 
committee, the Hon. Gentleman will know, and every member 
of the committee will know, that ſuch queſtions 5 not to 
be anſwered, for no man has a right, under pretence of evidence 


to any point, to draw from me any ſecret not relative to that 


point. The caſe of Mr. Oliver does not apply, for he was ex- 
amined touching a pecuniary bargain connected with the elec- 
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tion, then trying by the committee before whom he was examin- 
ed. Upon the whole, I would adviſe the Hon. Gentleman to 
be ſworn, and that upon the principle that he is bound in point 
of law to give evidence to the matter before the committee, but 
that he cannot be compelled to reveal any thing not relative 
thereto, 

Mr. Ogle roſe again, expreſſed his obligation to the Attorney 
General, and his hrm reliance on his opinion ; but called upon 
the Houſe, and entreated, chat if there was a ſingle gentleman 
who thought differently, he would now declare his diſſent. 
1 455 he waited ſome moments, and there being no anſwer.] 

have put, ſays he, my honour into your hands, and now ſhall 
act by your advice, and with your approbation, 


Sir Lucius. O'Brien called the attention of the Houſe to the 
ſtate of the poor, labouring under all the horrors of ſcarcity, nay, 
almoſt famine. He knew of none but three meafures which the 
Houſe could take to remedy this evil. To prohibit the diſ- 
tillery of grain, to prevent the exportation, and to encourage the 
importation thereof, —For theſe purpoſes a ſhort bill, ſuch as he 
had formerly brought in, he thought would be neceſſary, but as 
ſome time would be taken up in paſſing it, he thought a reſolu- 
tion of the Houſe would have a more immediate effect. The 
greateſt quantity of grain, he ſaid, was conſumed by illegal 
ſtills, but when the opinion of the Houſe ſhould he once declared 
by a reſolution, he truſted that the gentlemen who had taken up 
arms for the defence of their country, would now exert themſelves 
to preſerve their fellow creatures from famine, by putting an 
entire ſtop to the clandeſtine diſtillery. 

Right Fon. Mr. Beresf:rd ſaid, he would not oppoſe the Hon, 
Gentleman in bringing in a bill, though ſuch à reſolution, he 
ſaid, would only tend to the deſtruction of the revenue, as it 
would prevent and diſcontinue the payment of duty without put- 
ing the ſmalleſt ſtop to the diſtilling, Every man, he faid, knew 
that it was an act which had been brought in by the Hon. Baro- 
net which firſt raiſed the clandeſtine diſtiller, to its preſent enor- 
mous height; for when people had got once into the habit of 
working their ſtills without paying duty, it became almoſt an im- 
poſſibility to make them obedient to thoſe laws which were in- 
zended to enforce the payment of duty. 

Right Hon. John *ofter was of opinion that the mere bringin 
in of the bill, though it ſhould never paſs, would increaſe the 
evil which it profeſſed an intention of removing, for it would ope- 
rate as a notice to ſet all the diſtilleries in the kingdom at work 
as hard as pollible, 

It was then ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to 
ſop the diſtilling of corn and grain in this kingdom for a limited 


380 PARLIAMENTARY 


time; and that Sir Lucius O'Brien and Mr. Montgomery (of 
Donegal) do prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Ordered, That Jeave be given to bring in a bill to prevent the 
exportation of corn and grain, and to allow the importation of 
corn for a limited time; and that Sir Lucius O'Brien and Sir Ed- 
ward Crofton do prepare and bring in the ſame, 


A petition of the merchants, traders and principal inhahitants 
of the town of Belfaſt, was preſented ta the Houſe and read, ſet- 
ting forth that petitioners had read a copy of a bill for regulatin 
the corn trade, and that from the mode therein propoſed for af 

certaining the prices of grain in Dublin, by ſtriking an average of 
the whole kingdom, petitioners are convinced ſaid bill, if paſſed 
into a law, will not operate, as intended, to provide a regular 
and ſteady ſupply of corn in chis country, but will, on the con- 
trary, place the manufacturing and labouring poor in the north of 
Ireland in a much worſe ſituation than under the preſent laws, 
and effeQually deter merchants from ordering grain from any fo- 
Teign port. 'That in Great Britain no ſuch mode has been adopt- 
ed, but in whatever diſtrict prices are high the ports are opened, 
and where moderate the ports are ſhut ; a regulation the utility of 
which long experience Xx evinced, and which therefore petiti- 
oners recommend to the attention of the Houſe. That petitioners 
repreſent, that . a merchant may be well acquainted with 
the ſtate of the harveſt, and the ſupply of grain in the county in 
which he lives, yet no man can obtain ſo univerſal a knowledge 
of the whole kingdom as to afford him rational grounds to con- 
clude that the average of the whole may be ſuch as to open the 
ports in time for him to ſell his cargo, ſhould he order one, before 
the enſuing harveſt ; for it is not publiſhing once a week in the 
Gazette the prices of every county, that can give this knowledge 
as the quantity of the grain may be great even when the prices 

are high, and that the price is no certain rule to judge of the quan- 
tity on hand, until the approach of harveſt. That it is a well- 
known fact that in general grain is much dearer in the north than 
in the ſouth of Ireland, inſomuch that in times of ſcarcity the poor 
in ſeveral of the northern counties would be abſolutely perithing 
before the average prices of the whole kingdom would amount ſo 
high as to admit importation from foreign places. That from the 
experience of laſt year, as well as of former times, it has been 
clearly proved that in a ſcarce year the prices of grain may at one 
quarter-day be under the rates fixed by the bill for permitting 
importation, and yet may far exceed them in two or three weeks 
after, and under ſuch encreaſing diſtreſs no remedy is provided 
for the long ſpace of three months by the bill now pending ;— 
and ſuggeſting to the Houſe that the perſons appointed by the 
ſcveral grand juries to make weekly returns of the prices of grain 
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#10u1d be obliged to ſend a duplicate of ſuch return to the clerk 
of the peace for their reſpective counties; and that if it ſhall at 
any time appear neceſſary to any three or more juſtices of the 
peace for any county, they ſhould have power, by public adver- 
tiſement, to call a meeting of the juſtices of the peace for the ſaid 
county, at the place where the quarter ſeſſions are uſually held, 
which meeting the clerk of the peace ſhould be obliged, under a 
penalty, to attend in perfon or by his deputy, with the returns 
made to him; and in caſe the average of ſuch returns for the three 
weeks preceding ſuch meeting ſhall be found to equal or exceed 
the limits fixed by the bill for opening the ports for any one or 
more kinds of grain, then the juſtices of the peace for the county 
ſo aſſembled, to be empowered by notice under their hands and 
ſeals to the different colileQors of the ſaid county, to open the 
ports of ſuch county, until next quarter day, for the importation 
of ſuch kind or kinds of grain, either from Great Britain, or from 
all parts, as the cafe may be. : 

Ordered, That the {aid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. | 


Right Hon. Mr. Brownlow ſaid, he intended, on Monday next, 
to lay a petition before.the Houſe, reſpecting a more equal re- 
preſentation of the people in parliament z and faid, that ſeveral 
gentlemen who had received the like from their reſpeQive conſti- 
tuents, propoſed to.preſent their petitions on the ſame day. 

Mr. © Hara faid, he had heard that it was the intention of gen- 
tlemen to bring in petitions on the ſame ſubjeR, the ſame day, and 
begged to know if the Right Hon. Gentleman intended to move 


for leave to bring in a bill tor a more equal repreſentation in par- 


hament. 

Mr. Bretunluu replied, that a great number of petitions had 
already come in, and more were expected. He could not, he 
ſaid, aſcertain the day when this ſubject was to be moved in the 
Houſe, or a bill brought in for that purpoſe. | ; 

A bill for regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, 
and providing a regular and ſteady ſupply of corn in this kingdom, 
according to order, was read a ſecond time and committed, 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will, on this day ſeven- night, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid 
bill into conſideration. 

Mr. F;/ter moved for the committee on the corn bill to receive 
a Clauſe, for permitting oats and oat-meal to be received coaſt- 
ways into Ulſter, from che other three provinces, and tor a bounty 
to be allowed thereon. 

The Proweft ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe the motion, but 
a doubt aroſe in his mind, that the openiag the ports might be 
a means of evading the laws, 
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Mr. Faſter ſaid, this would never operate, unleſs the price in 
the province of Ulſter ſhould be high. 

— the queſtion being put, the clauſe was ordered to be re- 
ceived, 

He alſo moved for leave to bring in a bill for inflicting puniſh- 
ment on ſuch ons as ſhould obſtruct the corn laws, and for 
making ſatisfaction to the perſons injured. —Ordered. 

Mr. Hartley moved, that the committee be impowered to re- 
ceive a clauſe, that for the future all malt ſhall be ſold by mea- 


ſure inſtead of weight, as great frauds had been committed in the 
preſent mode of ſale. | 


Alderman Warren ſeconded the motion, | 

Whereon it was ordered, That the committee to whom a bill 
for regulating the corn trade is referred, be impowered to receive 
a clauſe for encouraging the ſupply of the province of Ulſter with 
oats and oat-meal, by a bounty on the carriage coaſtways from 
the other three provinces. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Committee be impowered to receive a 
clauſe to exempt oats, peas, beans, and other grain imported 
for ſeed, from payment of duties. 

Ordered, 'I hat the ſaid committee be impowered to receive a 
Clauſe to order the ſelling of malt by meaſure, inſtead of ſelling 
by weight. 


Right Hon. Jahn Fofier moved, that leave be given to bring in 
2 bill for the more effectually puniſhing ſuch perſons as ſhall by 
violence obſtruQ the freedom of corn markets, and the corn trade, 
or who ſhall be guilty of other offences therein mentioned, and 
for the making N to the parties injured.— Ordered accor- 
dingly; and that the Right Hon. Mr. Foſter, Sit Lucius O'Brien 
and Mr. Colville do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Mr. Cbatterton moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill for 
the better regulating elections of members of parliament for coun- 
ties, Cities and towns corporate, where the right of voting is in 
the freeholders only, or in freeholders and freemen, and for aſcer- 
taining the qualifications of perſons to vote at ſuch elections, and 
to direct the proceedings of ſheriffs and other officers in the eleQ- 
ing and returning ſuch members. ——Ordered accordingly z and 
that Mr. Chatterton, Mr. Gorges Lowther, and Mr. Bernard do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. i 

Mr. Fofter ſaid, there being two other bills to the ſame pur- 
poſe, he, therefore, was of opinion, the preſent bill was unne- 
ceſſary. 

The Proveft ſaid, that he had read the bill of the learned gen- 
tleman, and it contained a review of all the election laws, 

Leave was given to bring in the bill. 
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A petition of the commiſſioners for paving the ſtreets of Dublin, 
ſetting forth the embarraſſed ſtate of their , and praying re- 
lief, was preſented to the Houſe and read. : 

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the committee 
appointed to enquire into the cauſes of the preſent dangerous and 
neglected ſtate of the ſtreets of this city. 


Right Hon. John Feſter moved, that leave be given to bring in 
a bill for directing the application of the ſum of 15, oool. granted 
this ſeſſion of parliament for the purpoſe of paying bounties on 
the ſale of the following — ax. of this kingdom; that is 
to ſay, the manufactures of wool, of wool mixed, of cotton, of 
cotton mixed, thread, kentings, and manufactures of iron and 
copper, and for the further encouragement of agriculture and ma- 
nufaftures.——Ordered accordingly z and that the Right Hon. 
Mr. Foſter, the Right Hon. Mr. Attorney General, and the Right 
Hon. Mr. Prime Serjeant do prepare and bring in the ſame, 


The Attorney General moved, that the corporation books and 
other papers belonging to the borough of Kilmallock, in the coun- 
ty of Limerick, which were lodged with the Clerk of this Houſe, 


be delivered to the perſon who lodged the ſame.——Ordered ac- 
cordingly. 


— 


— — — 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27s 1784. 


Balloted, purſuant to order, for a committee for trial of the 
election for the borough of Baltinglaſs, who were ſworn, and the 
defaulters being called over, a great number were excuſed. | 

Mr. Chatterton moved, that the ſeveral defaulters and members 
ordered into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, be diſcharged 
without paying fees, as he looked upon it that the buſineſs of 
election was nearly over, there not being above one, two or more 
to ballot for; and as he thought the mode of enforcing the attend- 


| ance under the preſent law rather hard on the gentlemen. 


This motion was oppoſed, the preſent mode enforced the at- 
tendance of gentlemen, and was productive of fair and impartial 
trials, 

The Speaker declared, that if they went on in the preſent mode 
of allowing frivolous excuſes, they would render the act totally 
nugatory. 


he queſtion being put, it was negatived without a diviſion, 


Lord Delvin, according to order, reported from the committee 
appointed to take into conſideration a bill for the relief of inſol- 
vent debtors, that they had gone through the ſaid bill, paragraph 
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by 2%, hn and made ſeveral amendments thereto, which he 
is Ip 


read in his place, and after delivered in at the table. 

Ordered, 'That the bill be recommitted. 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will, on Tueſday morning next, 
reſolve itfelf into a committee of the whole Houle, to take the 
faid bill into further conſideration. 

Ordered, That the ſeveral petitions preſented to this Houſe 
relative to perſons in cuſtody, and all returns made by ſheriff 
and gaolers, now lying on the table, be referred tothe laſt-named 
committee. ä 


Mr. Maly neuæ adverting to the ridicule caſt on the proceedings 
of the Houſe, by admitting ſuch farcical excuſes for the non-at- 
tendance of members, moved, That the Serjeant at Arms lay on 
the table on Monday next, a liſt of ſuch members as are in cuſ- 
tody, and have not paid their fees —He afterwards withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. Cbattert:n, after enlarging on the intent of the law for com- 
pelling the attendance of members, and ſaying, that all commit- 
tees, fave one being appointed, any indulgenee of the Houſe to 

ſuch gentlemen as were in cuſtody could be attended with no ill 
effect whatever, moved, that ſuch members as are in cuſtody be 
diſcharged, without payment of fees. 

Right Hon. the Attorney General ſaid, he was one of thoſe who 
had ſhewn his reſpect to Lord Northington (for whom he enter- 
tained the ſincereſt eſteem) by attending him to the water fide, 
and was therefore a defaulter; however, as he thought this no 
ſufficient excuſe for non-attendance, he would not uſe it as a plea. 
A law had been made to enable the Houſe to compel the attend- 
ance of its members on their duty, and was found to be attended 
with "ay good effects He would never, therefore, give his 
conſent for relaxing it. e thought every gentleman called 
upon on this occaſion to enforce the law, if it were only for the 
ſake of precedent : For if at any time there ſhould be a majority 
of the Houſe defaulters, with the contrary precedent on the jour- 
nals, they might take upon them to diſpenſe with not only this 
but any other law of regulation. 

The Provoſt, Sir Henry Cavendiſh, and ſeveral defaulters, ſtood 
up to oppoſe any relaxation in a law made for fo ſalutary a pur- 
pole, as inforcing the attendance of gentlemen on their duty, and 
that had been attended with ſuch ſalutary effecta. 

Mr. Chatterton's motion was negatived without a diviſion. 


Right Hon. Jobn Fefter preſented a petition of the ſeveral dealers 
in corn, farmers, brewers and malſters, in the county of Louth, 
_ ſetting forth that if the bill for regulating the corn trade be paſſed 
into a law, in its preſent form, it will be highly irjurious tothe mal- 
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ſters, brewers and diſtillers of this kingdom, by diſcouraging the 
growth of barley, and cauſing the farmer to run into the cultivation 
of wheat and oats, and conſequently the malſter to depend on a fo- 
reign market for a ſupply of barley ; that the quality of the malt will 
be alſo materially affected by the above regulation, for the maltter, 
finding the ports will be open for the importation of foreign 
malt as ſoon as the price comes to 12, a barrel, will make his 
malt of an inferior quality, and ſuch as he can attord to ſell under 
thoſe limits, to prevent the importation ; and praying a more 
equal limitation of the prices of the diiterent kinds of grain for 
their admiſſion into this kingdom; and if it is thought auviteable 
to fix the limitation for importing wheat to high as 275, per barrel, 
oats may be taiſed to 105. 64. Harley to 145. and malt to 165. 
per barrel. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee of 
the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conkderation a bill for 
regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and providing 
a regular and ſteady ſupply of corn in this kingdom. 


A bill for the better adminiſtration of juſtice, by aſcertaining 
the qualification of juſtices of the peace fur the counties at large, 
according to order, was read a ſecond time and committed. 

Reſolved, 'That this Houſe will, on Friday morning next, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid 
bill into conſideration. 


Mr. Teler moved, That the proper officer do lay before this 
Houſe, a liſt of the juſtices of the peace of the ſeveral counties in 
this kingdom, diſtinguiſhing the counties, and the times of their 
appointments reſpeQively,——Ordered. 


Mr. Molyneux moved, That the proper officer do lay before this 
Houſe, the produce of the pipe-water funds fur the laſt ſeven 
years, diſtinguiſhing each year, and the charges attending the 
execution of the works during the ſame period. Ordered. 


The Attorney General ſaid, that the Houſe would recolleQ, 
that they had made an order a few days ago, that the coſts incur- 
red by the petition of the Kilmallock clection ſhould be paid by the 
petitioners, Daniel and Thomas Whiddenham.— Hie ſaid, he had 
not intended to take any advantage of this order, but would have 
given way to the ſolicitations of his friends in chalf of thule pe- 
titioners, provided they had made a reatonavle apology ftor-cheir 
unwarrantable attack upon him and his right honourable colleague, 
which, at firſt, they had promiſed to do, but when they thought 
themſelves fairly out of the {crape they had altered their minds, 
and now refuſed to make an apology for their conduct; he was, 
however, determined riot to let them off ſo, and moved, that 
they ſhould attend at the bar ** Tueſday next. | 

\ 
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The Hon. Hugh Maſſey ſaid, he truſted the honour and gene- 
rofity of the Houſe would ever _ it from enforcing an order, 
to compel any gentleman to make an apology that would degrade 
him from that rank, —The perſons in queſtion were willing to 
make any apology that was becoming gentlemen to make; but 
one of 2 moſt degrading nature had been propoſed to them. —He 
thought, and hoped the Houſe would think, they were right in 
rejecting it with ſcorn; but if that Houſe or any honourable gen- 
tleman would propoſe an apotogy that was becoming gentlemen, 
he pledged himſelf that thoſe perſons would aſſent to it; and he 
appealed to the feelings of the Houſe, whether gentlemen of re- 
=_ and honour of family, (antient family in their county) 

uld be dragged to the bar becauſe they had diſdained to act 
unworthy of their character. 

The Attorney General ſaid, thoſe perſons had at firſt offered to 
make any apology he would dictate, and had begged of him to 
write one, which he accordingly did, but they refuſed to gn it, 
becauſe it acknowledged that they had propagated groundleſs 
falſehoods and abſurdities. This, he ſaid, was but the truth, 
for they had written hundreds of letters, not oniy to the peers of 
parliament, but to almoſt every man of rank in the kingdom; 
which letters contained e fy falſehoods and abſurdities.— 
Their reſuſing to acknowledge this, made him reſolve not to give 
up the matter lightly, and particularly, as they had declared * 
that they had been induced by ſome perſons whom they would 
not name, to preſent their petition. | 

Hon. Hugh Maſjey—This is not the firſt time, as I am inform- 
ed, that the Right Hon, Gentleman has mentioned this matter of 
the petitioners being ſet on. I call on him to ſpeak out like a 
man, who they are that ſet them on, or induced them to petition, 
and if he does not declare, I ſhall tuppole he has no foundation 
for the ſuggeſtion, A 

Here Mr. Maſſey ſpeaking ſomewhat warmly, the Right Ho- 
nourable 7e Fefter very teſpectfully interfered to order; he 
ſaid, when thoſe perſons came to the bar, they might be exa- 
mined as to the point, of who induced them to give the Houſe 
and the fitting members ſo much trouble, but to enter into that 
now was to anticipate their evidence. | 

Mr. Alexander Montgomery (aid, he could not ſee any cauſe for 
calling them to the bar at all. 

Mr. Maſon iaid, they had been ordered by the Houſe to pay 
coſts, they had not obe yed that order, aud he thought this a very 
ſufficient cauſe for calling them to the bar. 

The Attorney General/—If it ſhall be once eſtabliſhed as a maxim, 
that any man in the ſtreet, who is neither a candidate or an elec- 
tor in a borough, may inſpect the corporation books for weeks, 
in order to fiſh out ſome pretext for creating confuſion, may pe- 
tition this Houſe, and after giving a Dr of trouble to the 


ſitting members, to the corporation, and to this Houſe, may juſt 
at the day appointed for trial, walk off about his buſineſs, with- 
out making any apology or paying any cots : I ſay, Sir, if this 
be eſtabliſhed as a maxim, there is not a borough, city, or coun- 
ty in the kingdom that will not have petitioners againſt their re- 
turns. Yet, Sir, it is propoſed to let thoſe men efcape, who, 
being neither electors or candidates for the borough of Kilmallock, 
have done their utmoſt to cauſe confuſion and create trouble, It 
is, Sir, an high breach of the privilege of this Houſe to proceed 
in the manner | have deſcribed z it is a high breach of the privi- 
lege of this Houſe, to write circular letters to the peers of parlia- 
ment, deſiring them to interfere 3 it is an high breach of privi- 
lege to defire the interference of the convention, —Thele are 
breaches of privilege that ought net to be paſſed over in filence z 
I would "therefore call the authors to the bar to anſwer for their 
miſconduct, and to declare who initigated them to it. 

The queſtion being put, that Daniei and Taomas Whiddenham 
do appear at the bar on Tueſday next, it was carried in the affir- 
mative without a diviſion, 


— — — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1784. 


The remaining defaulters called over. 

On the motion of the Attorney General it was ordered, that 
all members of the Houſe in cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms be 
diſcharged on paying their tees, : 


Sir Jahn Blaquiere moved the ſecond reading of a bill for ex- 
tending the proviſions of an act paſſed in this kingdom in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth years of his Majeſty's reign, entitled an act 
for naturalizing ſuch foreign merchants, traders, artificers, arti- 
zans, manufacturers, workmen, ſeamen, farmers and others, as 
ſhall ſettle in this kingdom.——Read accordingly, and commit- 
ted, 

Refolved, That this Houſe will, on Tueſday morning next, 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the 
ſaid bill into conſideration, 


Sir Henry Hert/tonge 2 a petition of the tobacco manu- 
faQurers of the city of Limerick, complaining of an illicit trade 
carrying on in the county of Kerry, by running and ſmuggling 
tobacco, and praying that a military force may be appointed by 
ſea and land to put a ſtop to the ſame. Read accordingly. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do he on the table for tue pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


Cca 
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The bill for building a new jail in the city of Waterford, was 
read a ſecond time, and committed for the 8th day of March. 

The bill for regulating the qualification of electors, read a ſe- 
cond time, and committed for Monday. 

The bill for procuring a proviſion for the widows and children 
7 deceaſed clergy, read a — time, and committed for Tueſ- 

next. 

The bill for regulating the inland fiſheries of Ireland, was read 
a ſecond time, and committed for Tueſday next. | 

The bill for the more effeQtual regiſteting of freeholders, and 
the explanatory election bill, were read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for 'Tueſday next. 

The bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors under a certain de- 
ſcription, different from the bill now pending in the Houſe for the 


relicf of debtors in cuſtody, was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for Wedneſday. 


A committee was ſtruck to take into conſideration the ſtate of 


the fiſheries in Ireland, and to call for perſons and papers, and to 
fit on Monday next. 


— — EE —s 


. Moxpary, Mach 1, 1784. 


The Right Hon, Mr. Gardiner reported to the Houſe, that his 
Grace. the Lord Lieutenant had been attended with the congra- 
tulatory addreſs of this Houſe to his Grace, and that thereupon 
his Grace was pleaſed to return the anſwer following : 


] fincerely thank the Houſe of Commons for their congratu- 
lations, and for the juſt opinion they entertain of my earneſt defire 
to promote the proſperity and happinets of Ireland.“ 


Ordered, That his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's anſwer be en- 
tered on the journals of this Houſe. 


Mr. Chatterten faid, that actuated by humanity alone he beg- 
ged leave to preſs one word in favour of the — a ſet of 
men who called aloud on the feelings, and he truſted would there- 
fore excite the humane attention of the Houſe, —He ſaid, that his 
humble motion was, that the committee of the whole Houſe, ap- 
pointed to take into conſideration a bill for the relief of inſolvent 
debtors, be impowered to receive a clauſe, that any perſon ap- 
plying for the benefit of the act for the relief of inſolvent debtors 
in actual cuſtody, ſhall not be obliged to pay any fee or fees to the 
officer of any court, or to any perſon, either tor his diſcharge in 
purſuance of this act, or for any petition, affidavit or other pro- 
ceeding to be had preparatory thereto ; nor that ſuch diſcharge or 


* 
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ſuch petition, affidavit or other proceeding, be required to be 
ſtamped, or be liable to any duty payable to the crown. 

The Prev ſeconded the motion. 

And the queſtion being put, it was carried in the affirmative, 
unanimouſly, 

It was alſo ordered, that the ſaid committee be impowered to 
receive a clauſe to compel all perſons who are priſoners for debt, 
and who chuſe to continue in priſon, to deliver up to their cre- 


ditors their eſtates and effects upon oath, in order to ſatisfy their 
juſt debts. 


Mr, Chatterton preſented a petition from Felix Pritchard. This 
unfortunate gentleman's caſe was verified by affidavit, he had 
been a priſoner for debt only, in the gaol of Philipſtown, for 
three years paſt, where he had ſuffered many hardlhips, for a 
conſiderable time paſt, loaded with irons of at leaſt eleven pounds 
8 often deprived of the uſe and benefit of fire; and when 
in the late inclement ſeaſon he procured firing for his victuale, it 
was at the peril of his life a fire could be lighted up in the place 
of his confinement for want of ventilation, by which he was in 
great danger of ſuffocation. Mr. Chatterton pathetically appeal- 
ed to the feelings of every gentleman, and called on their ſenſi- 
bility in favour of this unhappy object of their pity and commiſe- 
ration, | 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the committee 
of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into further conſideration 
a bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors. 

He then moved, That the gaoler of Philipſtown do attend 
this Houſe, on Monday morning next. Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Chatterton, according to order, preſented to the Houſe a 
bill for the better regulating elections of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, for counties, cities and towns corporate, where the right 
of voting is in freeholders only, or in ö and freemen; 
aud for aſcertaining the qualifications of perſons to vote at ſuch 
elections, and to direct the proceedings of ſheriffs and other offi- 
cers inthe electing and returning ſuch members; which was re- 
ceivedand read a tirſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 
on Saturday next, 


Right Honourable William Hreaunletu preſented à petition of 
the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Armagh, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſen- 
tation of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 

Sir Richard Jabnſlon wiſhed to be informed by the Right Ho- 
nourable Member (Mr. Brownlow) whether the Armagh petition 
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had been figned by the freeholders excluſively, or alſo by thoſe 
who were not freeholders, and by what number? As he was in- 
formed the freeholders of the county of Armagh did not far exceed 
the number of 2000 ; this would throw ſome light on the 'matter, 
However, if others as well as frecholders had ſigned it, he thought 
the country much obliged to them for this inſtance of their care to 
the conſtitution. 
Mr. 5roawnl;w informed the Honourable Member, that the free- 
holders were 2500 in number; of theſe 1440 had figned the pe- 
tition, Ir had been ſigned by ncar 5009 others, who were per- 


ſons of character and property, ſufficient to be frecholders, and 
who therefore ought to have votes, 


Right Honourable Herczl2s Lang ford Rowley, preſented a peti- 
tion of the gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of 
Meath, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate ef the repretenta- 
tion of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 

And the queſtion being put, that the ſaid petition be read.— 
It was carried in the affirmative, 

And the fame was read accordingly. 


Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the peru- 
ſal of the members, a 


Right Honourable Edvard Cary, preſented a petition of the 
freeholders of the county of Londonderry, praying a reform in 
the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom. 


Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the peru- 
fal of the members. 


Mr. Travers Harley, preſented a petition of the freemen and 
freeholders of the city of Dublin, praying a reform in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parliament of 
this kingdom. | i | 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the peru- 
fal of the members. 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe ſaid, on Mr. Hartley's preſenting the 
Dublin petition, that doubtleſs the citizens were actuated by the 
molt friendly motives to their neighbours, when they made ſuch 
heavy complaints of their grievances. They could have no in- 
tereit themielw es in redreſſing hardſhips they did not feel. That 
they did not feel them was manifeſt from the proper choice they 
had made of their preſent members, However, as he was 2 
friend to the rights of the ſubject to petition, he would give his 
corſert to receiving the petition, though he was convinced, it 
would be found on rigorous examination, ſubverſive of the conſti- 
tution and government, 


Mr. Hariey thought the citizens of Dublin had abundant rea- 
ſon to complain of the preſent ſtate of repreſentation, The elec» 
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tors of Dublin, among whom were many of the firſt and moſt re- 
ſpectable characters in the kingdom, amounted to 4000, and had 
but two repreſentatives, when the moſt inſignificant and depopu- 
lated borough returned the ſame number, 


Sir Richord Butler preſented a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, 
and freeholders of the county of Carlow, praying a reform in the 
preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parliament 
of this kingdom, 

Ordered, That the (aid petition do lie on the table for the peru- 
ſal of the members. 


Right Honourable 7% Fofter, preſented a petition of the gen- 
tlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of Louth, praying a 
reform in the preſent fate of the repreſentation of the people in the 
parliament of this kingdom. a 

Sir Edward Netvenbam ſaid, he could not help noticing the 
manner in which the petition of the teſpectable electors of the 
county of Louth was delivered; until it was read, he did not 
think it was more than an inſolvent petition, for the manner 
it was thrown on the table appeared to him very ungraci- 
ous, 

Mr. Feſter ſaid, he had, been informed that ſome member had 

made obſervations on his manner of delivering the petition z he 
might not deliver a petition with that degree of elegance the 
Honourable Knight did, but no man could accuſe him of want of 
reſpect to the electors, as thoſe of the county of Louth ; and that 
they were entitled to teſpect, equally with thoſe of any other 
county. 
Sir Edward Nervenham replied, —Mr. Speaker, I am the mem- 
ber alluded to, therefore, I repeat my words ; that the manner of 
delivering the petition was ungracious.—lI reſented it on behalf 
of thoſe reſpectable electors who ſigned the petition, and J main- 
tain it was indecently offered to the Houtſe—I am as much the 
friend of that reſpectable county as the Right Hon. Member. I 
ſtood up for their character and conſequence. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. | 


Sir Edward Newenham preſented a petition of the ſheriff and 
freeholders of county of Dublin, praying a reform in the preſent 
ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parliament of this 
kingdom; he added, he never made a motion or tendered a re- 
ſolution with more zeal or warmth, than he did this unammous 
deſire of his conftituents—it was penned with moderation, and 
founded in juſtice. 

Ordered, That the ſaid peticion do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members, 
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The Right Honourable the Prow/? preſented a petition of the 
freemen and freeholders of the county of the city of Cork, praying 
areform in the preſeũt ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the 

rliament of this kingdom. 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


Mr. Sackwille Hamilten being choſen a burgeſs for the city of 
Clogher, in the county of Tyrone, and allo a burgeſs for the bo- 
rough of Rathcormuck, in the county of Cork, made his election 

to ſerve for the ſaid city of Clogher. | 
Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the Clerk of 


the Crown to make out a new writ for eleQing a burgeſs to ſerve 


in this preſent 3 for the borough of Rathcormuck, in the 
county of Cork, 


Mr. William Ozle preſented a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, 
freemen, and freeholders of the county of the town of Drogheda, 
praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the 

ple in the parliament of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


Colonel Gore preſented a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county of Longford, praying a reform in the 
preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parliament 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


Mr. Peter Latouche preſented a petition of the freeholders © 
the county of Leitrim, 1 reform in the preſent ſtate 
the repreſentation of the people in the parliament of this king- 
dom. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


Right Honourable Ouen Wynne preſented a petition of the gen- 
tiemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of Sligo, praying a 


reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the 


parliament of this kingdom. | | 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
ruſal of the members. 


A petition of the inhabitants of the corporation of Newtown- 


ardes, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of 


the people in the parliament of this kingdom, was preiented to the 


Houſe. 


-Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 


ruſal of the members. 


Mr. O'Hara preſented a petition from the county of Sligo. He 
ſaid, it was conveyed in language the moſt reſpectful to parlia- 
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ment; for however they may have informed him of their particu- 
lar wiſhes, they paid ſo much deference to that Houſe, as not to 
ſpecify any particular plan of reform. But the Houſe muſt not 
judge from thence, that the county would be ſatisfied with any 
ha meaſure, or any thing leſs than a complete and ſubſtantial re- 
form. He then mentioned the various reaſons the people have for 
defiring a reform; ſaid an early reform would be honourable for 
the ſtate, and grateful to the people, and preſſed adminiſtration 
to meet the wiſhes of the public. He ſaid, that for his own part, 
he never had been one of thoſe who were ready to riſk the ſtate, 
or ſacrifice the intereſts of the public to his own popularity; and 
though he placed the higheſt value upon the well-carned applauſe 
of his country, yet it was their well-earned applauſe alone that he 
deſired ; he therefore, was the better entitled to ſay the petition 
met with his approbation.— He then recommended it to the 
Houſe to adopt the wiſhes of the public, and preſented the peti- 
tion. 

Mr. Maſen roſe to inform him, that a petition from the county of 
Sligo had been preſented. 

Mr. O' Hara ſaid, if it had been preſented it muſt have been dur- 
ing the time he had been ſhut up on the Baltinglaſs committee.— 
And that his was the ſame which muſt have been preſented by his 
colleague. The petitioners, he ſaid, would not be contented with 
a half-meaſure, nothing ſhort of an EFreCTUAL REFORM would 
ſatisfy them. 


The Honourable Denis Browne ſaid, that a report had gone 
abroad that Lord Northington had loaded the already-over-bur- 
thened eſtabliſhment with additional penſions, one of 500/. a year 
to Mr, Lees, the other 2500/, a year to Mr. Hamilton; and called 
on gentlemen in the treaſury department, to inform the Houſe re- 
lative to this matter That the Houſe might be enabled to enquire 
into it, in the manner it deſerved, he moved, That the proper 
officer be ordered to lay before the Houſe, an account of the pen- 
ſions granted during Lord Northington's adminiſtration. 

Mr. Clement, told the hon, mover he could give him no informa- 
tion; this was the firſt time he heard of it. 

Sir Hercules Langriſbe wiſhed the motion ſhould run in the words, 
** That the proper officer lay before the Houſe an account of the 
penſions, if any, granted by Lord Northington.” Otherwiſe the 
2 — might be impreſſed with an idea, that penſions had 

n ted, 

vir Newry Cavendiſh would not conſent to any alteration, —He 
On the wording of the motion ought to be left to the Honour- 
able Gentleman who made it, and might be ſuppoſed beſt to un- 
derſtand the meaning of his own words. | 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, if Lord Northington had made ſuch a bargain, 
(that is, to allow Mr. Hamilton a penſion of 2500/. per annum, - 
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in lieu ofhis place,) he was convinced it was from the moſt ceco- 
nomical motives, ang the beſt principles towards this country,— 
The ſalary of the chancellorſhip of the exchequer, which office 
Mr. Hamilton now held, was 1500/ a year, and if Lord North- 
ington had offered him a penſion of 2 500. in lieu of it, his motive 
was, that an officer of ſo much importance ſhould be conſtrained 
to reſide in this country, and be no longer an abſenteee. But there 
was, however, he ſaid, every reaſon to believe Lord Narthington 
had not executed the meaſure. > 

Mr. Malynenx could fee no ceconomy in giving a man near 
double the income of his place, and ſaid he would oppoſe any 
unneceſſary addition to our already overloaded eſtabliſhment, 
The Prowy} faid, he knew for a long ſeries of years, the inde- 

pendence of Mr. Hamilton's fortune — principles. He was above 

— bargain that could reflect the leaſt diſnonour on himſelf. 
Neceſſity could not compel him to do any thing contrary to his 
ſentiments, as he had a large and independent fortune, and more- 
over was a batchelor, and had no children. 

Mr. Browne having conſented to the amendment, 

The queſtion was then put, That the proper officer do lay be- 
fore the Houſe an account, whether any, and what penſions have 
been placed on the eſtabliſhment during the adminittration of Lord 
Northington. 

Sir Auneſley Stewart moved, That the proper officer do lay be- 
ſore this Houſe the grant of looms and wheels made this year by 
the truſtees of the linen board, and an account of the particular 
perſons to wham they are ordered to bedelivered. 

General Cunningham was ſure there was ſomething rotten at the 
bottom in the management of the board. He had improved as 
much as any man in the kingdom, and helped manufaQtures, by 
eftabliſbing manufactories, and aihſting poor manufacturers, yet 
could never obtain a loom, unleſs he would accept of it as a par- 
ticular gift to himſelf, which he declined doing. The truſtees of 
tke linen board, did not conſider themſelves, he ſaid, as truſtees, 
— proprietors, ſome of whom appropriated 30 looms to them- 

elves. 

Mr. F:fer wiſhed for the enquiry, as he way convinced nothing 
would come to light but what would be to the honour of the 
members of the-linen board. 

The motion was agreed to unanimouſly, 


Mr. Feſler ſaid he had in his hand a bill, which if paſſed into a 
law, would remedy not only the defect complained of, but num- 


berleſs others. His object, he ſaid, was through the medium of 
the commiſſioners of impreſt, to bring regularly before parliament = 


an account of the expenditure of all public grants, that the cor- 
porations or others to which they are made, may not think them 
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ſelves proprietors, but only truſtees for the due application there- 
of, —He then moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
the due accounting for all money granted for public works, cha- 
rities and hoſpitals, and for the ordering a regular account in fu- 
ture of all monics eniruſted to the corporation for carrying on the 
inland navigation, the truſtees of the linen manufacture, the Dub- 
lin ſociety, the paymaſter of the corn premiums, the curporati- 
on for paving the ſtreets of Dublin, and for other purpoſes therein 
mentioned. 

He was ſeconded by the Right Hon. Mr. Beresford. | 

Ordered accordingly, and that the Right Honourable Mr. Foſ- 
ter, the Right Honourable Mr. Bercsford, and the Right Hon, 
Mr, Secretary of State, do prepare and bring in, the fame. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Mzjefty ; and after fume time 
ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker reſumed the chair, and the Right Ho- 
nourable Mr, F:fer reported from the committee, that they had 
come to ſome reſolutions, which they had directed him to re- 
=_ when the Houſe will pleaſe to receive the fame, and that 

e was directed to move the Houſe for leave to fit again. 

Ordered, That the ſaid report be received to-morrow morn- 


ing. 


Reſolved, That this Houſe will, on this day ſevennight, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
further of ways and means, for raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
Mijefty. 

Mr. Bourke moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend the 
laws for the encouragement of planting timber trees, —Ordered 
accordingly z and that Mr. Buthe, the Right tionourable Mr, 
Foſter, and the Right Honourable Mr. Daly, do prepare and bring 
in the ſame. 

The Right Honourable John Feſter preſented to the Houſe, ac» 
cording to order, a bill for directing the ſum of 15,000/, granted 
this ſeliion of parliament, for the purpoſe of paying bounties on 
the following manufaQuures of this kingdom; that is to ſay, the 
manufactures of wool, of wool mixed, of cotton, o cotton mix- 
ed, thread, kentings, and manufactures of iron and copper, and 
for the further encouragement of agriculture and manufactures z , 
which was received and read a firſt cime, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time to-morrow morning, 


Ordered, That the ſaid bill be printed. 


Sir Frederick Floxd, purſuant to a former declaration, mov» 
ed that the committee on the inſolvent bill, be impowered to re- 
ceive 2 clauſe, to compel all perſons in cuſtody who chule to ſtay 
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in priſon rather than pay their creditors, to account for their for. 
tune and effects on oath.—Ordered, 


Mr. Melyneux defired to know if the committee on the Portugal 
trade were ready to report, or had agreed thereto. 


Sir Lucius O'Brien moved, That the ſecretary of the Dublin 
Society do lay before this Houſe an account of all premiums of- 
fered by the ſaid ſociety for the manufacturing ſingle ſtuffs or du- 
rants, ſince the year 1770; as alſo an account of all premiums 
or bounties ee" on that account, diſtinguiſhing the perſons re- 
cetving the ſame, their places of abode, and the quantities and 
kinds of goods for which ſuch premiums were reſpeQively paid. 
—Ordered accordingly. 


The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe to take into conſideration a bill for re- 
lief of his Majeſty's ſubjects, in caſes of frivolous or illegal arreſts, 
being upon motion read, 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will, on this day ſevennight, re- 
folve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid 
bill into conſideration. 


— 


—— — 


Tors pax, Marcn * 1784. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the naturalizati- 
on bill, Mr. Iſaac Corry in the chair. | 
Sir Hercules Langriſbe ſaid, he was happy to live at ſuch anen- 
lightened period as the preſent, when the former prejudices of 
mankind were in a great meaſure done away, and the — 
current of thoſe religious diftinQtions which had deluged the blood 
of millions, to ſatiate the bigoted fury of fanatics, was ſtemmed 
by the lenient and free operation of reaſon. Deſcended, he ſaid, 
from the ſame line, men, however partitioned or ſcattered over 
the globe, however particularized by thoſe gradations of colour, 
which through various climes run from light to ſhade, in the hu- 
man feature z yet the relative chain which connected the rational 
being half ſcorched under a tropical ſun, to the half frozen native 
of the-artic circle, called upon a philoſophic mind to view them 
in no other light than that of brethren. Under this conviction, 
how much more blameable muſt it appear, to keep up injurious 
diſtinQtions between thoſe who pride themſelves in the glorious at- 
tribute of knowledge; and who, admitting the religion of the 
you as the very foundation of their own, yet reject Nat people, 
or a misfortune mach more to Ve lamented, than remedied—want 
of faith, and habitual ſtubbornneſs.—If theſe people were ever to 
de converted, he ſaid, it was not by excluding from the ſo» 
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ciety and confidence of Chriſtians. Admitting this induſtrious 
race to ſettle among us, might wear away all the aſperities 
which preclude them from our ſociety. Intermixture of mar- 
riages might bring them to think like ourſelves, and even the 
laſt teint of their deeper colour, die away to our own natural 
carnation, The numerous thouſands of [ews baniſhed by the 
Emperor of Adrian into Spain, were no more to be recognized 
in that nation, though their deſcendants even now compote the 
prime of its nobility. He (Sir Hercules) was therefore an ad- 
vocate for giving thoſe people a favourable reception in this 
kingdom. He was for letting all foreigners, without partiality, 
enjoy all the advantages of a land of freedom. He was con- 
vinced it would be attended with the moſt ſalutary effects, 
and ſtrongly recommended its conſideration to the committee. 
Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid he could not agree in ſentiment, on ſo 
enlarged a ſcale as the Hon. Baronet. It could not be forgotten, 
that ſome years ago a bill ſimilar to this, was ſo unpopular in 
England, that it was thought neceſſary to repeal the bill the 
ſethon after its enaction. He had no objection, on his part, to 
any deſcription of foreigners; he would therefore mave an a- 
mendment, that the benefit of the act ſhould be extended to 
all perſons profeſſing the Chriſtian religion. ET 
Sir Lucius O Brien ſaid, that in England, where there were 
many wealthy Jews, there might be {ome ſhew of political rea- 
ſon for giving them the rights of citizens, but here, where 
there were no Jews, no ſuch apology exiſted. | 
Mr. Griffith roſe to acknowledge the juſtice and liberality 
of the Hon. Baronet's (Sir Hercules Langriſbe) reaſoning. He ſaid 
the queſtion was, whether we would admit a number of weal- 
thy traders and manufacturers, who profeſſed religious tenets, 
though different from our's, yet ſuch as taught them perfect 
obedience to the laws of the land. He deplored the poverty 
of this country, and thought it conſiſtent with good policy to 
invite wealthy and induſtrious men to ſettle amongtt us, let 
their religion or complexion be what it might. | | 
Sir Jobn Blaquiere obſerved, that by a law at preſent in force, 
the Jews were entitled to an aſylum in this kingdom, yet it was 
not found fince that act was paſſed, that many of thoſe people 
had ſettled here. And this would be eafily accounted for, on 
the principle of the well-known diſpoſition of the Jews, whoſe 
aims were directed to no country, but where they could get 
money. Even in ſuch places as dragged them to a level of 
infamy, a wiſh of gain had made them acquieſce under every 
inſult, In Genoa, they were condemned to be marked from 
the reſt of the community, by wearing a yellow hat; in Venice, 
a ſimilar decree obliged thera to wear a blue one, and are pro- 
hibited from mixing with the people. As no diſcouragement - 
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ean deter them where they have a hope of accumulating wealth; 
fo, on the contrary, no motive can induce them to ſettle in a 
country were they are not ſtimulated by the incentive of gain. 
The oppoſition which the Jews naturalization bill received in 
England, both in parliament and from the people, is too recent 
not to be well known. Even Spain and Portugal were alatm- 
ed at the event, and in conſequence, both crowns remonſtrated 
ſo far on that head, with the miniſtry of England, as to threa- 
ten the revocation of their commercial treaties ; the act was ac- 
cordingly repealed. He withed, he ſaid, to ſee men of pro- 
perty and ingenious manufacturers ſettle in this kingdom, yet it 
was well known though the Jews were wealthy, they were ſo te- 
nacious of that wealth, as not to ſuffer it to diffuſe general good 
to any nation; and they were at no period known to encourage 
the arts or manufactures. 

Mr. George Ponſonby obſerved, that giving oppoſition to the bill, 
becauſe the unfortunate Jews were condemned to wear a yellow 
hat in Genoa, and a blue hat in Venice, was arguing from 
an odious abuſe, and not from the liberality of reaſon. A con- 
trary practice of the ill treatment thoſe people met with in other 
countries, might be the very liberal means of inviting them to 
ſettle among us. As to the precedent alluded to of oppoſition 
to the Jews bill in England, it could not be of any force in 
the preſent caſe, as it was carried on to ſerve the purpoſes of 
party, and to render the Duke of Newcaitle unpopular, under 
a maſk of a pretended regard to religion. But the Duke pene- 
trating into the views which directed this oppoſition, and a ge- 
neral election approaching, be defeated the deſign, by making a 
merit of the repeal of this act. If Engliſh —— he ſaid, 
was to be allowed as ſound argument, againſt the propriety of 
the preſent bill, they might on the fame ground of reaſoning, 
condemn the humane and liberal laws in tavour of the Roman 
Catholics, becauſe Lord George Gordon and the proteſtant aſſo- 
ciation, from the worſt of motives, had oppoſed ſuch laws in 
England. The remonſtrances made againtt the Jews” bill by 

in and Portugal, ſhould furniſh the greateſt reaſons for our 
giving thoſe people an aſylum. The oppoſition of thoſe nati- 
ons did not ariſe from religious motives, but from the dread of 
the injuries that would ariſe in holding out any incentive for 
drawing ſo uſctul a claſs from amongit them. As he was fully 
convinced, he laid, of the utility of the bill, he would there- 


them 
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The amendment was then negatived without a diviſion. 

This amendment being diſpoſed of, 

Sir Lucius © Brien moved, that the words, during their re- 
ſidence here” be inferted. 

Sir Hercules Langriſbe oppoſed the Hon. Baronet's amendment, 
on the principle of its reſtricting the benefits of the bill, which 
was calculated to give a general naturalization to all foreigners. 
It would be alſo difficult to aſcertain how long they might ſtay 
in the kingdom. ' 

Right Hon. the Prev. profeſs myſelf a friend, Sir, to this 
bill, both on account of its humane and liberal ſpirit, and be- 
cauſe I am of opinion it will materially ſerve my country. It 
will, Sir, give foreigners of property an opportunity of ſettling 
here, as they will be veſted by law with a power of purchaſing 
land. If we put the alien duty in competition with a bill, calcu- 
lated as this is, to promote the public - intereſt, it will be found 
ſo inſignificant and trifling as to deſerve no conſideration. How- 
ever, | think that they ought to give ſome ſecurity of making 
this their place of reſidence during life. 

The amendment was afterwards put and negatived. 

The Speaker took the chair, and Mr, Corry reported. 


Mr. George Pinſonby moved, That leave be given to bring in 
a bill for the better collection of his Majeſty's revenue, and for 
preventing frauds therein, | 

Mr Cerry begged to know if this. was only a revival of the 
preſent revenue bill, or whether it contained new matter. 

The Attorney General ſaid, the beſt way for the Hon. Gentle- 
man. to know that, would be by attending the committee. 

Sir Jabn Blaquiere ſaid, he thought the queſtion quite parlia- 
mentary, as it went co enquire what the learned gentleman in- 
tended to lay before the committee, and which, if he did not ap- 
prove, he might oppoſe before it went thither. | 

Mr. Cbattertan ſald he had never known a refuſal to anſwer ſo 
fair, ſo parliamentary a queſtion. A polite anſwer he thought 
was a compliment due to every member of the Houſe upon 


- ſuch an occaſion. 


Mr. Corry;—1I have always known ſuch queſtions as that which 
I took the liberty of putting to the learned gentleman, immedi- 
ately and candidly anſwered. I do aſſure him, that it was not 
to embarraſs or oppoſe the bill I made that enquiry, but to 
know whether I nnght not leave town for a few days, which 
1 would do if his bill was a renewal of that which now exiſts: 


but indeed I did not expect to have been ſo anſwered. I muſt 


now obſerve, that there is an off-hand conciſeneſs which charac- 
terizes the ſpeeches of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and which 
I am convinced the Houſe wilhes to have laid aſide. If ever 


wm 
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there was a proper occaſion for enquiring into the rt of 
2 bill pro ſed & is this, when — yas * of 42 in 
- the ſtate is concerned, Yet this bill, of fuch enormous conſe- 
quence, is moved with an unuſual degree of precipitation; nor 
can I think it either polite or decent for one gentleman to bounce 
up in his place, and haſtily move ſuch a bill wichout any ex- 

anation or comment, and another gentleman to bounce up in 

is place, and reply to a perſon who enquires into its tenden- 
Ey—** attend the committee and you will know what it contains.“ 

Right Hon. Mr. Beres/2rd aſſured Mr. Corry, that he had riſen 
immediately upon his queſtion to give him all poiſible ſatisfac- 
tion, but had not the good fortune to be attended to, The title 
of the bill ſhewed that it differed from the. former, but this dif- 
ference was only in matters of regulation, not in principle or 
any eſſential point; and he believed that the Hon. Gentleman, 
and every man who approved the preſent bill, would more ſtrong- 
ly approve that which was about to be introduced. 

Mr. George Ponſonby ſaid, it was alſo his intention to explain 
to the Hon. Gentleman that the new bill contained no extrane- 
ous matter, and only differed from the former in points of re- 
gulation. 

Mr. Chatterten adverted to a clauſe in the laſt revenue bill, 
by which judges of aſſize have a power of reducing damages 
found againſt any revenue officer for miſdemeanour in the exe- 
N of his office, and complained of it as everſive of the trial 

y jury. | ; 

i was given, and Mr. George Ponſonby, the Right Hon. 
Mr. Attorney General, the Right Hon. Mr. Prime Serjeant, Mr. 
Solicitor General, and the Right Hon. Mr. Foſter, were ordered 
to prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Mr. Montgomery (of Donegal) faid he was informed that each 
officer of the military when employed in ſeizing unitatutable ſtills 
had been allowed two guineas, each ſerjeant one, each corpo- 
ral half a guinea, and a crown to each of the privates; as this he 
thought was a prodigal diſtribution of public money, he ſhould 
move, that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an ac- 
count of the ſums that have been expended in premiums to 
the military officers and their parties, and to the revenue officers 
and their parties, ſpecifying the ſums paid to each party; and 
in what diſtricts, and what ſums have been paid for the uſe of 
the public from thoſe informations, for two years laſt paſt. 

Mr. Beresford replied, he never knew any money accepted 
by the commiſſioned otficers for this ſervice. The non-com- 


miſſioned officers and privates were indeed allowed a compen- 


lation for their trouble.—Ordered. 


Mr. Attorney General—There is an order, Mr. Speaker, for the 
attendance of two gentlemen, for preferring a frivolous petition 


* 
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againſt the Kilmallock election. I, Sir, had the honour of mak- 
ing the motion for that order, merely to fupport the privileges 
of this Houſe, Theſe gentlemen are now at the bar, and pro- 
miſe, in future, to give the corporation no diſturbance. I hold 
their petition. in my hand, and as they have given every ſa- 
tisfaction, I move that the order for their attendance be diſ- 
charged. | 

The order was accordingly diſcharged. 

Mr. Attorney General roſe again and faid, that as Daniel and 
Thomas Widdenham had made every apology for paſt behaviour, 
and had promiſed to conduct themſelves better in future, he 
therefore decked publicly in his place, that he would never think 
it worth his while to make them pay the coſts. He then moved, 
that the order for compelling them to pay the coſts be diſcharg- 
ed. Ordered. 


”.- "a in committee on the inſolvent bill, Lord Delvin in the 
Chair, 

The names of thoſe in actual confinement, ſpecifying the dif- 
ferent priſons, were read. 

Mr. Taler moved that the petition of James Burne, of Carlow, 
Gent. againſt Sarah Murphy and Edmund Rorke's being included 
in the act, be read. | 

Mr. Chattert:n.—lT object to any perſon's being excluded by 
name. The bill is calculated to prevent fraud; for the debtor 
is compelled, on oath, to deliver up his effects, and if found 
guilty of fraud, is liable to be puniſhed as a felon without be- 
nefit of clergy. By the laws of the twelve tables, which were 
accounted very cruel, that unfortunate debtor who could not 
pay his debts, was torn in pieces and his limbs divided among 
his creditors, in proportion to what he owed them reſpectively. 
But you enaQ a crueller puniſhment; for what death can be 
more terrible and lingering than a perpetual impriſonment? The 
judges are left a power by the bill to determine in the caſe of 
thoſe unhappy people, and I call on the humanity of the Houſe 
not to pals to ſevere a ſentence on them, I declare upon my 
honour, and on my conſcience, I have taken every precaution 
againſt fraud in the framing of the bill, and therefore hope 
2 conjure the Houſe to let the bill paſs in its preſent 
orm. 

Mr. Toler.—If we receive petitions againft debtors, and do not 
enter into their merits, it will be abſurd to have a ſchedule at 
all. In the petition in queſtion there are witneſſes at the bar 
ready to rome on oath, that the perſons in cuſtody have pro- 
perty ſufficient to pay their creditors. If any muſt be impri- 
ſoned, it is much more proper the lot ſhould fall on them than 
the petitioner, who only became their ſecurity. I am no friend 
to romantic notions of humanity at the expence of juſtice, 
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Mr. Chattertan.— Na perſon can be included in the act whoſe 
name is not in the ſchedule The debtor has ſo many forms to 
go through, that he is excluded all poſſibility of fraud he muſt 
give notice to his creditors, and the matter is to be tried before 
the Judges of the ſuperior court It is not conſiſtent with the 
honour, with the humanity of this Houſe, to condemn a miſe- 
rable object to perpetual impriſonment, becauſe an Hon. Gentle- 
man makes a motion af courſe; beſides, it is hearing only one 
of the parties, while the wretched debtor, with a 9 — 
family, is immured within the dreary walls of a miſerable pri- 
ſon, and has not the opportunity to lay his cafe before you; 
I] beſeech you, I call on the humanity of the Houſe to avoid 
thoſe excluſions. I have had applications made to me by ſeve- 
ral reſpeQable friends of mine to preſent petitions againſt the 
unfortunate. In any other inftance I could not prevail with 
myſelf to refuſe them any requeſt, but in this I declined pre- 
ferring their petitions, and referred them to the judges. How- 
ever, as I hope J have done my duty, 1 will leave it to the 
humanity of the Houte to determine. 


The queſtion being put, there appeared for excluding them, 
. 


21 
Noes, — 3 
: Majority, — — — 3 


The Speaker having reſumed the chair, and Lord Delvin re- 


rted {ome progreſs, the committee was ordered again for 
hurſday. 


* — — — CREE 


Wepxesbay, Marcu 3, 1784. 


Mr. William Pmſonby preſented, from the county of Kilken- 
ny, a petition, which he faid was ſigned by more than thirty 
entlemen, &c, praying a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
00 of this kingdom, conſonant to the plan propoſed by 
the convention. 
He alfo preſented a petition from the county ef Kilkenny, 
ſigned. by upwards of three hundred gentlemen, &c. praying 
that no innovation might be fuffered to take place in the par- 
liamentary repreſentation of this kingdom, eſpecially upon tuch 
a complex, partial and ineffeQtual plan as that offered to the 
Houſe; declaring the petitioners perfect ſatisfaction at the ſe- 
curity and happineſs they enjoy under our preſent free conſti- 
tution, and exprefling their firm reliance on the Houſe to pre- 
' ſerve that conſtitution inviolate. 


Mr. Molyneux was ſure the motion he was going to' make, 
muſt, as a matter of courſe, meet the approbation of gentlemen 


D ͤ MM» 403 
on both ſides of the Houſe. To permit gentlemen holding high 
offices in this country, to reſide in another, was a practice of 
a deſtructive nature. A few days ſince, gentlemen on the other 
ſide of the Houſe were profuſe in their encomiums on Lord 
Northington, for his prev ident bargain of giving 2, 500. for 
1, 500. a year. In conſiſtency, therefore, they were bound to 
ſupport his motion, which had reſpect to the end they profeſſed 
themſelves friendly to. Theſe gentlemen had applauded Lord 
Northington's bargain with Mr. Hamilton, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, on the ground that it would be fur the public inte- 
reſt, that an officer of ſuch importance ſhould be efficient and 
reſident. His motion had a tendency to that end: he did not, 
therefore, ſee how they could oppoſe it. But let other gen- 
tlemen think as they may, to him the conduct of that admini- 
ſtration had appeared ſo pregnant with ruin and diſgrace, that 
he fincerely withed this country was never curſed with ſuch 
another, If Mr. Hamilton be not equal or willing to diſcharge 
his office, he ought to refigy it. He then moved, that it is the 
opinion of this Houſe, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of Ireland ought to be reſident in the kingdom. 

The Atteriey Generas ſaid he had no objection, if the Hon. 
Mover permitted him to make an amendment of only one word, 
by adding henceforwardꝰ to the motion. 


Mr. : Melyneu.x objected to the amendment, as there might be 


ſome hidden meaning under 1t. 


The Attorney General faid, his meaning was, to prevent any 


ſtigma being thrown on the character of a very worthy and re- 


ſpeclable gentleman. He had not the honour of knowing him 
but from fame; however, that juſtice due from man to man, 
ſhould call on gentlemen to ute every precaution againſt any 


thing chat could, by any implication, convey the molt remote 


centure on a very honourable character. In ſuppoſing that he 
could have any hidden meaning, the Hon. Member had given 
him credic'for more ingenuity than he poſſeſſed. 

Right Hon. the Prowgft.—lt is nct, I am convinced, the 
intention of this Houſe, or of the [ton. Mover, to fx a ſtigma 
on one of the worthieſt gentlemen living. It is not, Sir, con- 


ſiſtent with the juſtice of the Commons of Ireland, to caſt im- 


putations on a very honourable character, unheard, As ſuch 


a reſolution implies a fort of cenſure, why is it confined to a 


particular gentleman ? Why, if it be requiſite, not make it ge- 
neral ? There are many other offices of the tirit rank and - im- 
portance, which are filled by non-reſidents. I hope, therefore, 
the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Molyneux) will treat them all in the 
fame manner, and not ſelect Mr. Hamilton as an object of ue 
ticular attention, eſpecially as the negociation now on foot, 


will render the motion unneceſſary, by which I underſtand the 
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office is to be transferred to a Right Hon. Gentleman, who 
as able to diſcharge tie duties of it, as any man, without ex- 
ception, in either country. I feel myſelf called on to oppoſe 
the motion, both from public motives and private reſpect for 
a very warthy charaQter, with whom I have the honour of a 
long and intimate acquai:.tance z as its peculiarity loeks like a 
cenſure on the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Were the motion 
to be extended to all who poſſeſs offices, and are abſent from 
this country, it would include Mr. Rigby, and ſome other cha- 
racters much eſteemed in this country. I muſt alſo oppoſe the 
amendment propoſed by my Right Hon. Friend (the Attorney 
General) 5 me, as conveying an implication of cenſute, I 
am ſure, from his uſual candour, he did not intend. The word 
henceforward has a retroſpect to what is paſt, and in my mind 
ſhould be omitted. 

Mr. Griffith ſaid, he wiſhed zealouſly to extend this motion 
to every abſentee officer. 

Sir John Blaquiere ſaid he was againſt it, whether applied 
in general, or to particulars; and in order to give the honou- 
rable member an opportunity of re-conſidering it, and conſult- 
ing his friends on the ſubject, he would call for the order of 
the day, which he was in ſome degree entitled to do, having 
given way to his motion, ſuppoſing it a motion of courle. 

Mr. Cbatterten roſe to give his moſt hearty aſſent to the 
motion; the ſalary was great, and ſomething ſhould be done 
for it. 

The Attorney General ſaid when he propoſed the amendment, he 
had not the moſt diſtant idea of throwing the leaſt imputation on 
Mr. Hamilton, he did not think it capable of ſuch interpretation, 
however as a Right Hon. Gentleman (the Provoſt) behind, 
thought otherwiſe, he would withdraw it. 

Sir Richard Muſgrave ſuppoſed gentlemen proceeded on the 
patriotic principle, that the influence of the crown was too great 
in Ireland, and therefore they wiſhed to keep the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer abſent in England, 

Right Hon. Mr. Brown/av—1 am not only of opinion with the 
Right Honourable the Attorney General, that no cenſure is con- 
veyed by. the amendment, but am perſuaded that the original 
motion, ſo far from being a mark of diſapprobation, is a teſti- 
mony of our reſpect for the Chancellor of the Exchequer for 
were he an inſignificant or bad man, we ſhould not be deſirous 
of bringing him among us; but as he is a gentleman of worth, 
and a very honourable character, we wiſh to have his com- 
* Corry was againſt the motion, as he reſpected the charac- 
ter of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and as he thought it 


improper to be conſtantly troubling the Houſe with ſuch a puerile 
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impetnoſity; he begged leave to recommend more maturit v 
of confideration to the Hon. Member (Ar. Molyneux) in fu. 
ture. 

Mr. Melynenx ſaid, he admired the character of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer as much as any man who bad ſpoken in his 
favour; but he was ſhocked at the idea of a treaty to give him 
2,500l, penſion; and he thought compelling his reſidence would 
be the moſt effectual bar to that penſion. He ſaid he had no 
ohjection to include the Maſter of the Rolls in his motion; and 
if it was the defire of the Houſe, he would. But he was ſorty 
to find himſelf deſerted by his friends, and by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who had ſeemed to promiſe him ſupport, and even 
made an amendemnt to facilitate his motion; ſuch volatile and 
unſteady conduct he thought unbecoming the gravity and im- 
portance of his office. 

He withdrew his motion, giving notice that in a few days 
he would again introduce it. 

Mr. George Ponſonby ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman ſeemed equally 
unacquainted with the intereſt which Mr. Hamilton had in his 
office, and with the negociation which had been talked of, and 
which he denied to be as repreſented, Mr. Hamilton, he faid, 
had a life intereſt in his office, it was his freehold, and the Houſe 
could no more deprive him of it than it could him (Mr. Pon- 
ſonby) of his eſtate; as therefore, the Houſe could not compel 
him to reſide by taking his office in caſe of refuſal, it could 
not be ſuppoſed that Mr. Hamilton, contrary to his intereſt and 
his inclination, would, in obedience to a vote of that Houſe, 
either reſign his office or reſide in Ireland. 

Mr. Brownlw ſaid it was a new method to debate a queſtion 
after it was withdrawn 

Mr. Molyneux ſaid, he had been declared ignorant of the ne- 
gotiation concerning Mr. Hamilton's place. He admitted that 
all his knowledge of that tranſaction was what had been men- 
tioned by Lord Northington's advocates in that Houſe. But as 
to the power of the Commons of Ireland, he believed, Mr. 
Hamilton would treat it with more reſpe& than the learned 
gentleman did, eſpecially as he was palpably wrong in point 
of law, for the tenure by which Mr. Hamilton held his of- 
fice, was quamdis ſe lene geſſerit, and whether total and per- 
__ abſence was conſonant to that tenure he ſubmitted to the 

ouſe, 


The Houſe then diſcharged ſome perſons who had been ar- 
reſted, when attending on a committee; and ordered the de- 
puty ſerjeant at arms of the court of Exchequer, and his bailiff 
who had arreſted them, to attend at the bar to-morrow. 
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Tunuxs DAY, Marci 4, 1784. 


Ald rman Warren moved, That leave be given to bring in 3 
bill for paving, cleanſing, lighting, watching and better regulat- 
Ing the police of the citv of Dublin. Ordered, and that Al- 
_ Warren and Lord Delvin do prepare and bring in the 

ame. 


— 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe, to take into further conſideration a bill 
for relief of inſolvent debtors, William Meade Ogle, Eſq; in the 
Chair. | 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh moved, that the name of William Bayly, 
an uncertified bankrupt, be expunzed, as an improper object of 
the bill, and the more ſo as there was a petition ſigned by three 
of his creditors a gainſt him. 

Mr. Greene ſaid, that having in a former ſeſſiun moved for pre- 
cluding this bankrupt from the benefit of an infolvent bill, then 
depending, he had, conſiſtent therewith, alſo oppoſed his receiv- 
ing the benefit of the preſent act. But having had time, during 
the receſs, to inform himielf of the real circumitances and calc 
of this nnfortunate gentleman, he could ſay, on the moſt thorough 
conviction, that he did not know any individual, who was more 
truly an object of the bill. It was true, chree of his creditors 
had petitioned againſt him, but annexed to Bayly's petition, which 
he held in his hand, was alſo a petition figned by thirty of his 
creditors, which conſtituted a large majority, both in number 
and value. He had found the fituation of Mr. Bavly to be un- 
commonly affecting, for inſtead of the affluence which concealing 
his effects might enable him to enjoy, he was himſelf, with a wife 
and ſeven children, ſtruggling with every want, in priſon. If 
any actual benefit could accrue to his creditors, by thus debarring 
. him of his liberty, he (Mr. Greene) would not become the advo- 
cate of his enlargement; but the unhappy man had been already 
five years impritoned, and nothing but the indulgence of an un- 
commer.” ble rigour could warrant the continuance of his miſery. 
Srrisfied that he had rendered up his all, and was an individual, 
greatly miſrepreſented, he 3 him the moſt proper of all the 
objects to which the humanity of the preſent bill ſhould be extend- 
ed; particularly as he could be enabled thereby, to aſſiſt in get- 
ting in the debts due to him, and render all the juſtice in his power 
to his creditors. | 
Mr. Anneſle, ſaid that the bill before the committee would re- 
peal the bankruptcy laws. Mr. Bayly had been examined by the 
commilhioners of bankruptcy, who found the nature of his cafe 
ſuch, that they could not grant him a certificate, He would, 


* 
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therefore, he for allowing gentlemen time to enquire into the mat- 
ter, and moved, that it be poſtponed till to-morrow. | 

Right Hon. Luke Gardiner — This gentleman was treaſurer to 
the county of Dublin, and was very much in debt, but his aſ- 
fairs were in ſuch a ſituation, that when the grand jury inſiſted on 
his accounting for, and paying the county money, he could pay 
but 1,500/. which on account of his embarraſſment, they were 
well ſatisfied with. But Mr. Bayly has a great many debts due 
to him, and it is probable, if he were allowed 2 reaſonable time, 
would be able to ſatisfy his creditors, I really, dir, do not well 
know how to vote on this occaſion, though I am inclined to 
think it would be for the advantage of his creditors if he were 
enlarged, as he would then poſſeſs many opportunities of acquir- 
ing wherewithal to ſatisfy them, which his preſent confinement 
precludes him from. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, that if he had conformed to the bankrupt law, 
and delivered his effects to aſſignees, the Lord Chancellor would 
have ordered a commiſſion, and he would, after the uſual pro- 
ceedings, be diſcharged. | = 

The Attorney General—This gentleman has a wife and a great 
many children, on whom his confinement brings numerous dif- 
ficulties. I have a petition in my hand, which ſets forth his ſuf- 
ferings in the moſt affecting manner, and ſtates that four-fifths of 
his creditors, in value, have given their-conſent to his enlarge- 
ment. Is it conſiſtent with the juſtice and humanity of the Houſe, 
to gratify an obſtinate creditor ſo far as to decree ſo ſevere a ſen- 
tence as perpetual impriſonment againſt the unhappy debtor ? Is 
it not rather the intereſt of the creditor, that he ſhould be enlarg- 
ed? He is a man of profeſſion, and would, if reſtored to his li- 
berty, be reſtored to many opportunities of acquiring money to 
pay his debts, which he is now deprived of. 

Mr. Chatterton ſaid, if gentlemen wiſhed to poſtpone this un- 
fortunate man's caſe, on the principle of gaining information, he 
thought deferring it altogether unneceſſary, He had propoſed 


this bill ſo far back as the 1ioth, of November, which, in his mind, 


was allowing full time for the members to make themſelves ac- 
quainted with it, If the committee poſtponed it now, Mr. Bayly 
would not be affected alone; ſeveral other unhappy perſons in 
cuſtody woulc have their I prolonged. They all threw 
themſelves on the humanity of parliament, and he hoped parlia- 
ment would not diſappoint them. As for him, he would can- 
didly acknowledge his wiſhes that the time would toon arrive 
when impriſonment thould be no longer the puniſhment. of debt. 
It was againſt the principle of the common law, and an inno- 
vation on it, ved he carneſtly hoped would ſhortly have an 


end, 
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Sir Henry Cavendi/b—lIf gentlemen are willing to go into the 
merits of this matter, I know the fituation of Bayly to be differ- 
ent from what it is repreſented. He made a concealment of his 
effects, in tranſgreſſion of the bankrupt-laws, and deſerves the 
ſevereſt puniſhment that can be inflicted. Gentlemen call on our 
humanity in his favour, and tell us of his wife and many chil- 
dren; but do not the many wives and children of the defrauded 
creditors alſo claim our humanity ? Humanity is a fine thing, 
and ſo is popularity, We are on that account, I ſuppoſe, to 
gain a little public favour by facnicing the creditor, —But in 
point of law, juſtice and equity, we ought to confider the ſitua- 
tion of the creditor, as well as that of the debtor, 

Mr. Feſter was for poſtponing the committee, as a fraudulent 
return had been made from one of the goals, and gentlemen ſhould 
have time to enquire into it. 

It being then moved, that Mr. Ogle do leave the chair, and 
the Speaker having reſumed it, Mr, Meade Ogle reported from 
the committee that they had made ſome further progreſs in the 
matter to them referred, and that he was directed by the commit- 
tee to deſire leave to fit again, | 


Alderman Warren preſented a petition of the Lord Mavor, She- 
riffs, commons and citizens of the city of Dublin, in common 
council aſſembled, praying that the bounty on the inland car- 
riage of corn may be put on its former footing. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houle, to take into conſideration a bill for 
regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and providing 
a regular and ſteady ſupply of corn in this kingdom, Mr. Bolton 
in the chair, 

Mr. F;/ter moved, that no bounty be granted on corn imported, 
fill it rites to 30s. per barrel. Though he mentioned 305. he 
left-it to the Houſe to inſert 25s. in lieu of it, if it ſhould, on 
conſideration, appear proper. The bill, he ſaid, was calculated 
to ſu ply this country with corn, and to encourage agriculture. 
He als tubmitted to the conſideration of the committee, whether 
it would not be expedient to grant a bounty on the exportation 
on foreign corn when more was imported than could find ſale, 
ard when the price was lower than that before mentioned, 

General Luttrel thought the price mentioned too high. It 
was his wiſh to let the poor eat bread, he would therefore be for 
ſubſtituting 275. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien ſaid, that the bounties on corn had not made 
it cheaper. By one clauſe of the bill, the miller was to take an 
oath as to facts, and as he was an intereſted perſon, it was only 


holding out temptation to perjury, 
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Sir John Parnell (aid, that when corn was low, agriculture was 
checked; but this law would make importation ſalutary, when 
corn was above 28s. 

Mr. Corry—l cannot pretend to be as converſant in this ſubject 
as ſome other gentlemen, I come from a mountainous part of the 
kingdom, and know that the poor are in a ſtarving condition.— 
I know that thoſe manufacturers who are the ſupport of this coun- 
try, are in a miſerable ſituation. Gentlemen ſay, that this bill 
will give them relief; but this is ſaying, ©* Live, horſe, and you 
{hall have graſs :”* in the mean time, the people will ſtarve. — 
The ſouth of Ireland grows a great deal of corn, and the price is 
low, but in the north they have little corn, and the price is high, 
and conſumption great am ſenſible the bill will operate in fa- 
your of the poor and the intereſt of the country; for by giving a 
bounty on the exportation of corn, when below a certain price, 
you give encouragement to the farmer to promote the culture of 
corn. 

Mr. Toler objected to the adminiſtering an oath to the miller, 
who was an intereſted perſon, and liable to the temptation of com- 
mitting frauds to get the bounty. 

Mr. Feter ſaid, that as the law is now underſtood, no foreign 
could be imported till the price of corn was 36s. per barrel. He 
had * Tas a great number of letters from England, and enter- 
tained many doubts on the price. In England it is 1/. 125. 64, 
and as we muſt look up to England, as our beſt corn market, he 
would wiſh we kept as near them as poſſible in this reſpect.— 
However, as hg was of opinion that it would be more advantage- 
ous to make the price too low than too high, he would ſubmit it 
to the committee whether 30s. were not a proper ſum. 

Right Hon. the Secretary of State was againſt making any alte- 
rations in the conſtitutional mode of ſtriking the averages, as pre- 
ſcribed by the laws now in being, The bill before the committee 
took the determination of this matter from the juries, and tranſ- 
ferred it to certain men, hired at 25. per week, to tranſmit the price 
of corn from each market town to Dublin. The preſent bill or- 
dered the average to be made in Dublin, which, on many ac- 
counts, he thought inconvenient. He then moved, that the 
words ** to be aſcertained by the laws now in being,” be added 
to the clauſe. His reaſon, he ſaid, for making this amendment 
was, that in the north of Ireland there exiſted a great ſcarcity of 
corn, while in the ſouth they had more than they could conſume, 
and it was ht the people ſhould have bread, and at as cheap a rate 
as poſſible. 

Mr. Gardiner ſaid, the average price of corn was well ſtruck 
in Dublin, and recommended the mode of tranſmitting the prices 
from each market town to Dublin: the average price for the whole 
kingdom of England was, he faid, ſtruck in London, and he 
never heard any complaint of it. 
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Mr. Fefter ſubmitted to the conſideration of gentlemen, the 
propriety of pointing out thoſe towns, whence returns of the price 
of corn ſhould be made to prevent their being made by ignorant 

men, and to take care it ſhould be under the inſpection of the 
magiſtrate. Such perſons, he ſaid, were appointed in England. 
hat the average price of corn ſhould be aſcertained in Dublin, 
paſſed in the negative without a diviſion. | 

Mr. Hartley moved, that 285. be ſubſtituted in place of 30s. 

The amendment was negatived without a diviſion. 

Mr. Foſter's motion was then agreed to. 

Alderman Warren moved, for an increaſe of the bounty on the 
mland carriage of wheat and oats. 

Mr. Fefer ſaid, as that ſubject had been under diſcuſſion for 
three or four ſeſſions, and that the preſent bounty had been a 

ved of, though he had a great reſpeQ for the opinion of the 
How. Mover, yet as he could not then join in opinion with the 
Hon. Gentleman, he hoped he would not inſiſt on the motion in 
fo thin a Houſe, eſpecially as it was a matter of importance, but 


that he would take an opportunity to-morrow, when the Houle 
would be full. 


Alderman H”arren agreed to poſtpone the motion. 
The Speaker then reſumed the chair, and Mr. Bolton report- 
ed from the committee that they had made ſome progreſs in the 


matter to them referred, and that he was direQted by the commit- 
tee to defire leave to fit again. 


Mr. Alceck preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
for regulating the police of the city of Waterford ; which was re- 


ceived and read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time 
to-morrow morning. 


Alderman V arren moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, deſiring that he will be pleaſed 
to give directions to the proper officers to lay before this Houle all 
informations relative to the high prices of corn returned for two 
years laſt paſt, and which are now lying in the public offices. 

Ordered, That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant by ſuch members of this Houſe as are of his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt honourable privy council. 


Mr. Corry preſented a petition of the inhabitants of Newry, con- 
vened by public notice from the ſeneſchal, praying a reform in 


the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom. 


Mr. Maſen, according to order, reported from the committee 
appointed to take into conſideration a bill for raiſing and eſtabliſh- 
ing a fund for a proviſion for the widows and children of the cler- 
7 of the church of Ireland, that they had gone through the ſaid 

ill, paragraph by paragraph, and made ſeveral amendments 
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thereto, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 
table. i 


ab 


* — — 
Fx DAY, Mach 5, 1784. 


The proper officer, purſuant to order, preſented to the Houſe, 
an account of the penſions that have been placed on the civil eſta- 
bliſhment during Lord Northington's adminiſtration. 

Ordered, That the committee appointed to enquire into the 
ſtate of the coal trade in the city of Dublin, and the combinations 
entered into between the coal factors, maſters of ſhips, maſters 
and owners cf gabbards, and the coal carmen, be impowered to 
examine, in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſuch perſons as they ſhall 
think proper upon the ſuhject matter of the ſaid enquiry. 

Ordered, That the ſeveral returns of the annual amount of the 
tax laid on the different pariſhes of the city of Dublin, and the 
ſuburbs thereof, for the payment of watchmen, and alſo the num- 
ber of watchmen kept in each pariſh reſpectively, and alſo for the 

. purpoſe of lighting the public lamps in faid city, now lying on the 
table, be ld to the committee appointed to enquire into the 


cauſes of the preſent dangerous and neglected ſtate of the ſtreets 
of this city. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſelved itſelf int9 a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to take into further conſideration a 
bill for relief of inſolvent debtors ; Mr. Marcus Beresford, in the 
chair, | 

Hon. Richard Annefley humanely obſerved, when the name of 
William Bayly was read, that he was a gentleman unfortunately 
fituated, as ſome others were, againſt whom a commiſſion of 
bankruptcy had itſued ; that ſome of their creditors were obdu- 
rate, and in ſuch a caſe as the law then ſtood, it was not diſcre- 
tionary in the Chancellor to grant the certificate z there was not 
any thing more, or uncommon in this caſe; he had been ſome 
years in confinement, and therefore he hoped, there would not 
be any exceptionary clauſes againſt him, as he was willing te 
comply with the bankruptcy laws. The queſtion being put 
on the exception againit Mr, Bayly, it was negatived unani- 
mouſly. , b | 
| The Speaker having reſumed the chair, Mr. Marcus Bereſ- 
ford reported from the committee, that they had made ſome fur- 
ther progreſs in the matter to them referred, and that he was di- 
rected by the committee to deſire leave to fit again. 


Waddel Cunningham, Eſq; took the uſual oaths, and his ſeat for 
Carrickfergus. | 


Mr. Montgomery (of Donegal) moved, That the proper officer 
ſhould lay before the Houle, a lift of all veſſels employed as re- 
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venue cruizers, ſpecifying the expence incurred by each, for four 
years laſt paſt, 

Mr. Grattan ſaid, he was glad to have it in his power to give 
the Honourable Gentleman the information he deſired, having on 
a former occaſion moved for a paper to the ſame purport, which 
— was ready to lay before the Houſe, or the Honourable Gen- 

eman. 

Mr. Martgamery then moved, That the proper officer ſhould 
lay before the Houſe the ſeveral ſums of money paid to the king's 
council, barriſters, &c. &c. in ſupport of revenue ſuits, together 
with the expence of all ſuch ſuits, and ſpecifying the expence 
incurred by each, alſo the ſums paid for private information, 
alias ſecret ſervice money, for four years laſt paſt. 

Right Honourable Mr. Beresford—T have always great ſatisfac- 
tion in giving gentlemen every information in whatever relates to 
the revenue department, and have no manner of objection to the 
preſent motion, but that it ſuppoſes a circumſtance not founded 
on fact; there is no ſuch thing as ſecret ſervice money ever gi- 
ven by the board, nor have they power, even if they were ſo in- 
f z as to private informations in matters of great importance 
to the revenue, and where it would be highly improper to make 
known the informers name, the board have ſometimes, though ve- 
ry rarely, rewarded them with ſmall ſums. I have had the honour 
to fit twenty years at the board, and can recollect but two or 
three inſtances z in one caſe the board ordered five guineas, and 
in another ten; and even theſe were not ſecret tranſactions, for 
the board drew regular drafts on the collector for theſe ſums, and 
he took credit for them in his accounts. I therefore, Sir, cannot 
conſent to let the motion paſs with theſe words, ſecret ſervice, 
becauſe they imply a practice that does not exiſt, and 1 ſhall move 
you to amend the reſolution by leaving them out. 

Sir Jeb Farnel.— Thoſe words ought not to fland upon the 
Journals of the Houſe, becauſe they convey either an implication 
that the board has a power to ditburſe ſums of money for ſecret ſer- 
vice, which is not the fact, or they inſinuate that the board is in 
the practice of diſburſing ſuch ſums, which is not fact either. In 
the firſt caſe they imply a power which the board ought not to 
have; and in the other, they inſinuate a cenſure which the board 
does not deſerve, and for an abuſe which does not exiſt, 

The Hon. Geatleman muſt know that the moiety of goods for- 
feited is given to the informer by law, and therefore cannot be 
within the meaning of his reſolution. 

Mr. Mentgomery having conſented to expunge the words, ſc- 
cret ſervice,” 

And the queſtion being put, it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. KRexwtey preſented a petition of the freeholders of the county 
of Antrim, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſenta» 
von of the people in the parliament of this kingdom, 
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He alſo preſented a petition of the inhabitants of Belfaſt, pray- 
ing a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple in the parliament of chis kingdom, f ; 

Mr. Brooke preſented a petition of the high ſheriff and free- 
holders of the county of Donegal, praying a reform in the preſent 
ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parliament of this 
kingdom. 

Hon. Mr. Ward preſented a petition of the freeholders of the 
county of Down, convened by public notice, praying a reform in 
the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom. 

Sir Richard Fohnſton— By favour of the Honourable Gentleman 
who preſented this petition, I have been indulged with a view of 
it, and I perceive that in one place there are an hundred and fifty 
names ſigned by one hand, in another place forty, in another 
twenty, and ſo on; by ſuch means I do not think it would be ve- 
ry difficult to obtain a petition that would reach from hence to 
Down. But this I aver, that the counter-petitton which acknow- 
ledges the ſecurity and freedom we enjoy, under our preſent hap- 
py conſtitution, and prays fora continuance thereof, is ſigned by 
tive-{1xths of the proprietary of the county of Down. In the pa- 
riſh where I live, there are one hundred and fifty freeholders who 
have figned it; they all voted for the Hon. Gentleman. Yet now 
he returns their kindneſs, by bringing in a petition in oppoſition 
to their ſentiments. | 

Mr. Ann-/ley preſented a memorial of the there underſigned 
freeholders of the county of Down, ſetting forth that the petition 
preſented to the Houſe, intitled ** a petition of the freeholders of 
the county of Down, convened by public notice,” can and ought 
to be regarded as the peticion of ſuch freeholders only as were 
preſent at the meeting fo convened ; and memotialiſts believe the 
contents of ſaid petition are not agreeable to the ſenſe and opini- 
on of the majority of the freeholders of the ſaid county, and that 
memorialifts hope our preſent happy conſtitution, as ſettled under 
the glorious revolution of 1688, will be tranſmitted entire and in- 
violate to lateſt poſterity. 

Mr, W. T. Tones ſaid, he was inſtructed to ſay, that the coun- 
ter petition was not the ſenſe of the freeholders of the county.— 
There was a requeſt made, he ſaid, to an Honourable Member of 
the Houle, when an officer of great power in the county of Down, 
to convene the frecholders, he had declined complying, and had 
very fairly given his reaſons. But the freeholders had afterwards 
met, when they had full time to conſider the ſubject; they had 
not then declared the ſentiments contained in the counter petition, 
and he was inſtructed ta ſay, that the powerful influence of land- 
lords had been exerted to obtain names to it. 

Sir Richard Jabuſton.— The Hon, Gentleman ſpeaks as he is in- 
ſtructed I ſpeak of my own knowledge, that the gentlemen who 
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have ſigned the counter petition poſſeſs five- ſixths of the property 
of the county of Down. | 

Hon. Mr. Auncſley.— As I have been alluded to in this conver- 
ſation, I think it but neceffary to ſay, that I did refuſe to aſſem- 
ble the county, and that I would do the ſame again; I gave my 
reaſons for ſo doing; and as not one of them has ever been con- 
troverted, I muſt ſappole they were concluſive. It is faid the 
counter petition is not the ſenſe of the county. Now I affert the 
contrary -I held an election of the county of Down—l know the 
voters, and I am convinced, with the Honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, that five-fixths of the proprietary are contained in the 
counter petition. A very long litt of names has indeed been pre- 
ſented to the Houſe as petitioners for a change in a parliamentar y 
repreſentation ; but if they were enough to reach to Liſburn to 
the conſtitutional club, whoſe attempts may throw difgrace on 
themſelves, though they can never affeQ me, it would not change 
my ſentiments. 
Mr. Jenes replied, —He ſpoke highly in praiſe of the conſtituti- 
onal ſociety, as men who actuated by public ſpirit, had exerted 


themſelves to oppoſe 2 diſgraceful ariftocracy, and give freedom 
to their country. 


Mr. Leſlie preſented a petition of the frecholders of the county 
of Monaghan, praying a reform in the preſent ſtate of the tre- 
preſehtation of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 


Maxwell and another bailiff called to the bar, for having arreſt- 
ed a gentleman when attending on a committee of the Houſe.— It 
having appeared, that this gentleman had not produced the order cf 
the Houle as a ſupercedence of the arreſt, | 

Alderman ar ren ſaid, that if every man was to be ſet at large 
who declared that he was attending a committee of the Houſe, or 
Who had even verbal orders from a member of any committee to 
attend, much inconvenience would enſue ; for it a debtor was ſeen 
in cuſtody, the theriif became anſwerable for him; and nothing 
lets than the written order of the Houſe could juſtify him in dit- 
charging a perſon once arreſted. 


Right Honourable Luke Gardiner reported from the committee 
appointed to enquire into the trade and manufactures of Ireland: 
He ſaid, he had not been permitted, as was his wiſh and intention, 
to arrange the evidence under different heads, but now preſented 
it word tor word as written down by the clerk. He begged the 
Houſe would obſerve, that two different ſubjects had been objects 
of the committee's attention—firſt, the expediency of laying du- 
ties on foretgn manufactures when imported into Ireland; and ſe- 
cond, the Taying of duties on linen and woollen yarn when export- 
ed to foreign markets. He intended to bring forward the tirſt of 
theſe ſubjects only this ſeſſion, and thought it neceſſary to declare 
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ſo much, becauſe he knew there was an intention to confound 
both together, that the country might not receive the, benefit of 
either, He therefore hoped gentlemen would have this in their 
minds, and keep theſe two objects as ſeparate and diſtin as 
poſlible. 

The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary of State preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, a hill for the relief of priſoners charg- 
ed with felony, or other crimes, who ſhall be acquitted or diſ- 
charged by proclamation, reſpecting their fees, and giving a 
recompence for ſuch fees; which was received and read a firſt 
time. 

Mr. Chatterton obje ⁊ed to the bill, as encroaching on the rights 
of a very reſpectable ſet of men, the clerks of the crown, whoſe 
intereſts would be greatly injured by ſuch a bill paſſing into a 
law. | 

The Secretary of State ſaid, the bill was warranted by the ex- 
ample of a neighbouring kingdom, by the laws of the land, and 
by every principle of humanity ; but this he ſaid was not the time 
to debate itz when it came to be diſcuſſed, he truſted the Hon. 
Gentleman would alter his opinion. 

Mr. Vlalme.— ] cannot expreſs my aſtoniſhment at the oppoſition 
given by the Honourable Member to this bill—If ever there was 
a ſubje& that called more loudly than any other, upon the huma- 
nity of gentlemen, it is this; England has ſet us the example, and 
there are at this moment numbers languiſhing in confinement that 
we ought to relieve. What can be more horrible than to detain 
in a dreary dungeon a man whoſe innocence has been declared by 
his country! To ſhut him up without even bread and water; for 
the miſcrable allowance which is dealt out in ſcanty portion to 
the priſoner who has not yet been tried, is with-holden from the 
innocent man the moment he is acquitted by his country, and has 
proved that he ſhould not have been a priſoner at all. But, Sit, 
if this bill be combated, every principle of humanity muſt be com- 
bated z which makes it impollible to reconcile this oppoſition with 
that tenderneſs of heart and benevolence of diſpoſition which in- 
duced the Honourable Gentleman to introduce a bill; and take 
uncommon pains to get it paſſed, in order to relieve from pri- 
ſon perſons not ſo miſerable as the objects of the bill now before 
us. 

Mr. Attorney General I am aftoniſbed any gentleman who has 
the leaſt reſpect to the ſuffering of his fellow - creatures, can oppoſe 
the preſent bill. If the unhappy fituation of thoſe confined for 
debt, has been ſuthcient to call forth the humane interpoſition of 
this Houſe, ſurely thoſe deſerve that interpoſition more, who 
ought not to have been confined at all. I ſhall, Sir, make no ſeru- 
ple of delivering my decided opinion, as a lawyer, that detain- 


ing a man acquitted by his country, in execution for non-pay- 
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ment of fees, is not only inhuman, but contrary to the law of 
the land; and whoever was guilty of ſuch abuſe, made himſelf lia- 
ble to an heavy action. If fees of this kind were due of right to 
the clerks of the crown and others, they ought to proceed in the 
uſual mode of recovering common debts, and ſhould by no means 
arrogate to themſelves nat only the judicial powers, but alſo the 
execution of the ſentence, I have, not long ſince, ſerved the of- 
tice of ſheriff in a very great and reſpectable county, and was fo 


convinced not only of the cruelty, but alſo of the ill lity of de- 


taining thoſe who had been acquitted by the laws of their coun- 
try, that I conſtantly ordered Th to be immediately diſcharged 
from priſon. When the jailor and others began to murmur, I in- 
formed them, they had their option to take their actions either 
againſt the diſcharged or me, if they thought proper to make the 


experiment. 
| Mr. Monck Maſen—It is very extraordinary indeed that a gen- 


tleman who introduces 2 bill to diſcharge from priſon every man 
in the kingdom confined for debt, though many of them 
are of very doubtful character, ſhould oppoſe a bill extending the 
ſame — to another claſs of men, whoſe innocence has been 
declared by their country; but the Honourable Gentleman, con- 
ſcious that his oppoſition never can be maintained on principles cf 
juſtice or humanity, declares, that he is only attentive to the in- 
tereſt of certain perſons. I hope when he examines the bill, and 
finds that the intereſts of thoſe perſons are provided for, his oppo- 
ſition will drop. 

The queſtion being put, that the ſaid bill be read a ſecond 
time to-morrow morning. — It was carried in the affirma- 
tive. 

Ordered, That the ſaid bill be printed. 

Mr. Hamilt:n, by order of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant pur- 
ſuant to their addreſs to his Grace, preſented to the Houſe, 

The informations received by government relative to the kigh 

ice of corn in different parts of the kingdom for the two years 


Ie rites whereof were read, and the ſaid informations order- 
ed to lie on the table for the peruſal of the members. 


The order of the day, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe, to take into further conſideration 
a bill for regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and 

oviding a regular and ſteady ſupply of corn within this kingdom, 

ing upon motion read, | | 

Reſolved, That this Houſe will, to-morrow at two of the 
clock, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to 
take the ſaid bill into conſideration z and that no other buſineſs 
do intervene. | 
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Ordered, That the faid committee be impowered to receive 
a Clauſe to give power to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Go- 
vernor or Governors, with the advice of the privy council, when- 
ever it ſhall appear that a ſcarcity of oats exiſts, or is apprehend- 
ed 1n the province of Ulſter, to authorize by proclamation, for a 
limited time, the importation of oats free from duty, except the 
duty of 2d. per barrel impoſed by the ſaid bill, into the ſaid 
province of Ulſter, and pi»hivit the exportation of oats from 
thence. 5 


SATURDAY, Maxcn 6, 1784. 


Mr. Griffith, after explaining the conſequences that accrued to 
induſtry, from the farmer's loſing a very great proportion of that 
time, which might be ſo much better employed in agriculture, by 
coming up «0 town to ſell his corn, for ſake of the bounty; and 
ſhewing how much more 1 it would be to have fac- 
tors in the different market towns for that 3 moved, That 
the committee be impowered to receive a clauſe to that purport.— 
Mr. Griffith added, that this, at the ſame time it encouraged 
ple to make the carriage of corn their particular buſineſs, would 
ultimately center in the farmer, as the bounty would enable the 
factor to pay a higher price than he otherwiſe would. 


Houſe in a committee, Mr. F:fler, after entering large” 
ly into the advantages of conciliating che good will of Great Bri- 
tain, as the was our beſt market for corn, and declaring his opi- 
nion of its conduciveneſs to promote the agriculture of Ireland, if 
a bounty were granted on the exportation of foreign corn, manu- 
factured into flour, meal or malt, moved, That a clauſe be inſert- 
ed in the bill for granting a bounty on flour, meal, and malt ma- 
nufactured in this kingdom, 

Right Honourable Lake Gardiner thought that at the ſame time 
they guarded againſt ſcarcity, the Houſe ought to conſult the in- 
tereſt of the farmer, | 

Mr. Kearney manifeſted much information in his oppoſition to 
the motion, and proved in a very ſatisfactory manner, that the 
clauſe would materially injure the agriculture of this kingdom. 

Mr. Bujbe oppoſed the introduction of the clauſe.— He ſaid, 
England allowed a bounty on the corn ex ported into Ireland, and 
were Ireland to allow another on its ay ſuch a deci- 
ſive advantage would be thereby given to foreign corn, as would 
ruin our agriculture; he obſerved, that as the benefits were ex- 
ceſſively ſmall, and the danger great, of adopting this clauſe, it 
ſhould have his heart y diſſent. | 

The Right Honourable the Frow/t ſaid, he thought the motion 


ought to be oppoſed, | 
E e 
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Mr. Feſter anſwered ſeveral objections made to the motion. In 
times of ſcarcity, Great Britain would ſupply us with corn. As 
to export bounty on foreign corn manufactured in this country, 
he wiſhed to be able to deviſe a mode of inducing the whole world 
to ſend corn hither to be ground. We then ſhould have a valua- 
ble trade indeed. | | 

Sir Henry Cavendliſh obſerved, the Right Hon. Mover had ſpo- 
ken in favour of the clauſe, yet he believed it not his offspring, — 
However Sir Henry made no doubt he'd /2/ter it. 

General Cunningham, Sir Hercules Langriſbe, and ſeveral other 
gentlemen ſpoke againſt it, and Mr. Corry, and Mr. Hayes for the 
motion. 

It was negatived by 70 to 33. 

Mr. Fefter moved an amendment for granting a bounty on im- 
portation, when the price of barley ſhould exceed 1 35. and that 
of oats 8. 0 

Paſſed in the affirmative. 


Mr. Grif5:h gave notice of his intention to move à clauſe for 
eſtabliſhing corn factors in the different market towns. 


Aſter a long converſation relative to ſettling the average price*, 
When it had been agreed on Mr. Foſter's motion, that all perſons 
who made falſe returns of the price of corn, ſhould pay a fine of 
20/. the committee adjourned, the Speaker now took the chair, 
and the Houſe adjourned to Monday. 


MonDavy, Maxcu 8, 1784. 


Mr. Arzne/lzy preſented a petition of Ezekiel Davis Wilſon, 
Edward Brice Dobbs, James Taylor, junior, and others, elec- 
tors for the county of the town of Carrickfergus, complaining of 
an undue election and return for the ſaid county of the town of 
Carrickfergus.—Mr. Auneſley then moved, that = petition be ta- 
ken into conſideration on the 2 3d of April next. 

Mr. I addel Cunnin bam (the fitting member for Carrickfergus) 
ſaid, that it would be extremely inconvenient to him to have the 

tition taken into conſideration on that day, as the council he 

d engaged in this cauſe would then be abſent on the circuit,— 
He obſerved, that the petition conveyed a charge againſt the 
Conſtitutional Club; but, he faid, they were a ſet of honeſt 
men, who had gone to Carric' ferzus, to give independent votes; 
there never was a more honeſt ſet of men—and as to the charge of 
bribery, he doubted not to bring it home to his antagoniſt. 

Mr. Jenes ſaid— Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, what I am going to 
ſay might as well be left unſaid; though I am a young member 

this Houſe, I am old enough to ftand a laugh; and I think it 
extremely indecent and unbecoming in the Houſe to laugh at the 
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laſt Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke. He has ſhewn his talents in 
what he has delivered, and it is a ſhame to laugh at him; he 
brings a fund of knowledge into this Houſe, of mercantile know- 
ledge z—he ſhould be treated with indulgence, and ſhould have 
time to prepare a defence againſt the peticion which is trumped u 
againſt him; but I forbear, and will not ſay any thing of this 
petition until it ſhall be declared frivolous, groundleſs and vexa- 
tious. 

Mr. Hretunlet, in pointed terms, ſeverely cenſured the con- 
duct of ſeveral members of the Houſe, who betrayed a levity diſ- 
graceful to the dignity of their character; he ſaid; though his ho- 
nourable Friend (Mr. Cunningham) might not diſplay the perſua- 
five powers of oratory; he brought with him qualities more rare 
and valuable—a volume of wiſdom and a fund of unbiaſſed inte- 

ty. 
of motion was made, and the queſtion being put, that the ſaid 
petition be taken into conſideration on Monday the ad day of May 
next, at two o*cloc';, it paſſed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be taken into conſideration. on 
Monday the 26th day of April next; at two o'clock; 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant or warrants 
for ſuch perſons, papers and records, as ſhall be thought neceſſary 
by the ſevetal parties on the hearing of the matter of the ſaid peti- 
tion. 

Mr. Anneſley alſo pteſented a petition of the Honourable Joſeph 
Hewit, complaining of an undue election and return for the coun- 
ty of the town of Carrickfergus. 

Ordered; That the ſaid petition be taken into conſideration on 
the day and hour appointed for taking into conſideration the peti- 
tion of Ezekiel Davis Wilſon, Edward Brice Dobbs, James Tay- 
lor, junior, and others, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn for the ſaid county of the town of Carrickfergus: 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do ifſue his warrant or warrants 
for ſuch perſons, papers and records, as ſhall be thought neceſ- 


ary by the ſeveral parties on hearing of the matter of the ſaid pe- 
ution. 


General Luttrell roſe and acquainted the Houſe that he had a 
motion to make, for the prevention of a robbery of the worlt na- 
ture, the rubbery of life and limb, by a cruelty practiſed here in 
the 15th century, that would have aſtoniſhed the barbarians of 
the 14th z it was the inhuman practice of houghing men for no 
reaſon but their being ſoldiers, by the people of the trade and 
myſtery of butchers, a reipeRable body no doubt, whoſe quali- 
ications are a ſtrong arm, a ſharp knife, and a hard heart. 

He ſaid, that ſuch acts were ſufficient to exaſperate men againſt 
the civil authority z if the officers of the army had not been watch- 
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ful to prevent any evil conſequences In the inſtance of the 
Ifland-bridge riot che civil power vindicated its authority; that 
immediately after that event the whole garriſon of Dublin had 
been drawn up on the parade, (he was himſelf on duty by order 
of General Baugh) the offended inhabitants were encouraged to 
appear on the parade, to pitch on ſuch of the ſoldiers, whoſe per- 
ſons they could identify, and the offenders were in the preſence 
of the high ſheriffs, both for city and county, given up to the 
civil power, and committed to Newgate. 

He was the laſt man in the Houſe who would get up to excuſe 
the ſoldiery in that in{t:nce, and he mentioned the provocation 
in mitigation only of thoſe proceedings, for he thought a reve- 
rence for the laws of civil ſociety, and a peaceable demeanor to- 
wards their fellow ſubjets, was the beſt part of military diſci- 

ine. 
. The 49th regiment had been ordered out cf town, not becauſe 
they had acted in ſuch a manner, as to give a reaſon for their 
being ſelected for that example, but becauſe having had more men 
belonging to that __— houghed and Ill treated than any other, 
it was thought prudent to remove them, and it became neceſſary 
ro ſacrifice the feelings of the ſoldier to the ſafety of a citizen, in 
a free country that ſhould ever be the caſe. Colonel Brown was 
one of the beſt officers in the army, that he had diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf on ſervice, and was remarkable for a ſ{iri& obſervance of diſ- 
Cipline in the regiment, and an excellent corps of officers emulat- 
ed his example.—But although diſcipline might do much, it was 
impoſſible for officers to be anſwerable for what a ſudden impulſe 
might hurry men to commit, goaded by a provocation fo far be- 

yond all further bearing as houghing was. 

He therefore thought it wiſe in the legiſlature to endeavour, by 
every poſſible means, to put a ſtop to ſo horrid a practice; and 
ſurely a ſtipend of 20/. a year to be levied on the pariſh and di- 
ſtrict where the offence is committed, provided the offender is not 
taken and proſecuted to conviction, would be neither an unjuſt or 
unwiſe meaſure. | 

He was convinced the gentlemen of the knife were the perfor- 
mers, and had the whole merit of the art, for an art and myſtery 
it was, and which required a very ſharp. and well adapted inſtru- 
ment, judgment, firength, dexterity of wriſt, and a hardneſs of 
heart, for which that fraternity were ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed. 
The Ormond and Liberty boys commemorated their reconcilia- 
tion and greaſy embraces in & blood of the unoffending ſoldier ; 
unoffending, becauſe they houghed the ſoldier indiſcriminately, 

merely becauſe he wore the coat of his king and of his- country. 

And ſo far the butcher was worſe than the Italian aſſaſſin, who 

if, by miſtake, he chanced to ſtab a wrong perſon, always beg: 

-  ged the gentleman's pardon, 
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He quoted the ſtatute of the 5th of Edward IV. whereby per- 
ſons who were only ſuſpected of being guilty of offences lels hor- 
rid than the act of houghing, were liable to have their heads cut 
off by the 123 aggrieved, and the vicinity mulcted into the 
bargain. But he obſerved, that the redreſs was as barbarous as 
the crime. 

That individuals might be urged to retaliation he aſſerted, and 
as a proof, mentioned the ſtory of the commanding officer of a 
regiment of __ who declared to them — in terrorem, 
that if a man of chem was houghed in Dublin, and they did not. 
the next morning bring him a butcher's head, he would flog them 
all; but this was as an additional argument to prove, that the 
gratitude for protection ought to ſupertede the idea of revenge. 

He then moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to give 
better protection to ſoldiers and others againſt the barbarous prac- 
tice of houghing——Ordered, and that the Honourable General 
Luttrell and the Honourable Denis Browne do prepare and bring 
in the ſame, | 

Mr. Browne ſaid, he was happy to ſecond the motion, and 
promiſed the bill his urmoſt ſupport. 

Mr. Carry took the opportunity of thanking the Right Hon. 
Member for the honourable manner in which he had mentioned 
the officer at the head of the 49th regiment, and alſo to bear teſ- 
timony to the conduct of the general, when ſome of the men were 
given up to the Civil power. 


Sir John Parnel informed the Houſe, that the ſele& committee 
appointed to try the merits of the petition of William Alexander 
Engliſh, Eſq; complaining of an undue election for the bo- 
rough of Enniſcorthy, in the county cf Wexford, have deter- 
mined | 

That Montifort Longheld, Eſq; was duly elected a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the borough of Enniſcorthy, in 
the county of Wexford. 

Alſo, that Montifort Longfield, Eſq; was duly returned a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this parliament for the borough of Enniſcorthy, in 
the county of Wexford. 

Alſo, that Conway Heatly, Eſq; was duly elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the borough of Enniſcorthy, 
in the county of Wexford. 

Alſo; that Conway Heatly, Eſq; was duly returned a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the borough of Enniſcorthy, 
in the county of Wexford. | 

Which determinations were ordered to be entered on the jour- 
nals of the Houſe: . 

Sir John Parnel likewiſe reported from the ſaid committee, 
that they had come to the following reſolutions : 
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| Reſolved, That the petition of William Alexander Engliſn, 
complaining of an undue election and return of Conway Heatly, 
Etqz was frivolous,” vexatious and groundleſs. | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
returning officer, Sir Veſey Colclough, Bart. was guilty of miſ- 
conduQt previous to the late election, by having aQted under the 
corrupt influence of the ſaid William Alexander Engliſh, and 
endeavouring to procure the election of the ſaid Wiiham Alexan- 
der Englith for tue borough of Enniſcorthy, during the preſent 

liament. 

Sir John Par nel likewiſe reported from the ſaid committee, 
that they had directed him to make a ſpecial report of what ap- 

ared to the commiitee, which he accordingly did, and deli- 
vered in the ſame at the table, together with the minutes of the 
evidence; and the ſaid report was read at the table. 
Ordered, That the faid report be taken into conſideration on 
this day ſevennight. 

Ordered, That Sir Veſey Colclough, Bart. do attend in his 
place on this day ſevennight. 

Ordered, That William Alexander Engliſh, Eſq; do attend 
this Houſe on this day ſevennight. | 


Mr. Geerge Penſan y preſented to the Houſe, according to or- 
der, a bill for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating to 
his Vajeiiy's revenue, and for che more effeQually preventing of 
frauds cherein z which was received and read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on Wednefday morning next, 

Ordered, that the ſaid bill be printed. 


The Houſe in à committee on the corn bill, and the average 
clarf: being read, 

Mr. % ſaid, the bill had been printed, that gentlemen might 
have an opportunity of forming their ſentiments on it. The price 
of corn in every part of the kingdom, with the quantity on hand, 
is to be returned to Dublin, where the average is to be ſtruck, 
and a regiſtry kept of the prices in each part of Ireland. 

The Proveft objeQted to the mode of ſtriking the average; 
and thought the mode by jury the moſt conſtitutional. F 
It was agreed that the average ſhould be ſtruck in Dublin. 

The clauſe was now read, That all importers of corn ſhould 
ledge the ſame in warehouſes, and not ſell or export but when at 
the limited prices mentioned in the act. . 8 

Mr. ie: — The merchant is to lodge in the warehouſe, and 
a. king's lock is to be put on it: by this means all corn imported, 
which may net be wanted for immediate conſumption, will be 
ſtored z that when the price is above 30. per barrel, it may be 

ut out to ſale ; or when it is lower than 275. per barrel, the 
— may be ex ported. The intention of this clauſe is al- 
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ways to provide a ſufficient quantity of corn in Ireland, and ac 


the ſame time a ſufficient ſecurit', by its being bonded and lock- 


ed up in a warehouſe, under the king's lock and the charge of 
cuſtom-houſe officers, that no corn be iTued out for home con- 
ſumption, when the price is under 255. per barrel; this will en- 
courage the farmer to ſow corn and enconraze tillage. This 
Clauſe will be alſo attended with ancther advantage, as it will 
encourage foreigners, in return for their corn, to purchaſe the 
manufactures of this kingdom. We all know that if we ſend our 
manufactures to America, they cannot pay for them in ſpecie, 
but will give corn or tobacco in exchange. The queſtion there- 
fore is, will you give encouragement to diſpoſe cf your manu- 
factures in foreign countries, by taking their ſuperfluous corn in 
return, and at the ſame time provide that the corn imported will 
not tend to deter the farmers — agriculture ? 
dir Hercules Langriſbe was of opinion, that if 100,000 barrels of 
corn were in one granary, and under the care of a cuſtom-houſe 
officer, it might be admitted by fraud to come out and be fold to 
the public, which would be injurious to the tillage of this coun- 
try. 
"Mr. Gardiner ſaid, having corn lodged in the warehouſes 
could not be detrimental, becauſe by theſe means corn would be 
always at hand to ſupply the poor. It might be taken out only 


when corn was above 30. per barrel; beſides, there was another 


reaſon why we ſhould take care always to have a quantity of corn 
in Ireland. The potatoes, during the late ſevere ſeaſon, had rot- 
ted in the bel and there might be a ſcarcity of that uſeful 
vegetable. As to frauds being committed, he could not fee the 
force of that argument, for in England no bad conſequences aroſe 
from Eaſt India goods being bonded and lodged in warehouſes, 
whence they were not to be fold for home conſumption, under 
particular limitations expreſſed in acts made for that purpoſe. 

Sir Luc ius O' hrien apprehended it would be impothble to guard 
againſt frauds; for notwithſtanding the king's lock being on one 
door, the merchant might have a lock on the other. 

Mr. Buſbe had fo many objections to the clauſe, that he did 
not know which to begin with. It had been tried in England, 
and did not ſucceed. When corn is ſcarce in Ireland, and the 
public ſee it taken out of the warehouſes and ſent abroad, we 
ſhall, ſaid he, ſee paragraphs in the news-papers, ** that this 
bill is a molt refined bill, for we get corn by it into Ireland, 
and yet are not to make uſe of it, as it is to be exported.” Ano- 
ther paragraph will ſay, ** Oh the cruel and unteeling 8 
that when there is corn in the warehouſes, will not order it to 
ſold to the poor.” The next will ſay, We hope our patriotic 
viceroy will interfere, and caule the corn in the warehoules to be 
fold to the poor.” And one will not be wanting to inform the 
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public, © That the good ſhip the is taking away the corn 
out of the warehouſes, to carry it abroad, while the people of 
Ireland are ſtarving.” And then we ſhall have our volunteers 
called upon. Oh is it not a terrible thing that no one will in- 
terfere to keep the corn in the kingdom? And then, the factors, 
the cuſtom-houſe officers, the viceroy, the volunteers, all will 
be called upon by the manufacturers, who do not underſtand a 
tittle of the corn-laws. In England they have perſons whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it is to purchaſe corn, ſtore it, and when the prices are at 
what they think reaſonable, to ſell it out again; but we want 
no Iriſh badgers. He oppoſed the clauſe, he ſaid, becauſe we all 
know the cuitom-houſe officers, and that it would be next to im- 
poſſible to guard againſt their frauds, eſpecially as th:y are to 
attend without fee or reward z will they not be tempted by the 
merchants to give up the key ? Then what becomes of your 
corn ? | 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh declared himſelf decidedly againſt the 
clauſe, which he would vote for, he ſaid, if he waz a ,miller, if 
he was a corn-factor, if he was a baker, or if he was an American. 
But, as an Iriſhman, he would oppoſe it. 

Mr. Corry defended the clauſe 3 as by it, he hoped the com- 
merce with America, a molt deſirable object, would be extended. 

Mr. Hartley—Although I am neither a corn-merchant, or factor, 
the clauſe ſhall have my hearty ſupport ; our poor, who were 
recently in a ſtarving condition, will feel the moſt effectual relief 
from it. He faid, American wheat could not be imported for 
leis than 275. the barrel, From whence, he contended, there was 
no inducement to ſmuggle. 

Mr. Fete. How can there be fraudulent exports, when there 
is a regular prudent import? It was impoſlible any frauds could 
exiſt.— The clauſe was agreed to, and the Houſe adjourned. 


—— —————  — 


TutsDay, Maxcu 9, 1784. 


Mr. Burton reported from the committee appointed to try the 
merits of the Weſtmeath election, that John Reynolds had been 
guilty of perjury and prevarication before that committee, and 
moved that he ſhould be committed to Newgate, ——Ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. Uaacke ſaid, that it would be neceſſary for the Houſe 
to go ſomewhat further, or their orders would be of no effect 
towards promoting the 2 purpoſes of the law for trying 
conteſted elections. One Miller, he ſaid, had been, by the 
. order, committed to Newgate for perjury on the trial 
of the Cork election, but he had been informed that the Court 
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of King's Bench had diſcharged him He was anxious to be af- 
certained of the fat, and to that end moved, That the jailor of 
Newgate ſhould attend at the bar to-morrow, in order to an- 
ſwer to the Houſe for the body of the ſaid Miller; or if diſ- 
charged, to ſhew under what authority his diſcharge had been 
obtained.-—Ordered accordingly. 


A converſation took place relative to the expence of fur- 
niſhing the members of * Houſe with copies of the journals 
bound or in ſheets; Sir Henry Cavendi/h ſtrongly contending for 
the latter mode, alledging, that the expence of binding w uld 
make a difference of more than 3, oool. againſt the nation, 
though the — to each member would be very inſignifi- 
cant. The laſt parliament, he ſaid, had voted . enormous 
ſums of money, and retrenchment in every department ought 
to be the object of the preſent. 

Mr. Marcus Beresfor4 ſaid he could not ſee the juſtice of 
viſiting the fins of a former parliament on that which is now 
ſitting, or preventing the members of the preſent from receivin 
their journals bound in the uſual and proper manner, — 
the laſt parliament was laviſh of the public money. The Hon. 
Baronet had very lately entertained a different opinion concern- 
ing national expence, when he moved for a very large ſum of 
money to be given to a friend of his own, the Clerk of the 
Houle, for reviſing and making an index to thoſe very journals; 
a ſervice which was not by any means equivalent to the re- 
ward demanded. | 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh ſaid his knowledge of the clerk, and his 
friendſhip for him, aroſe from his excellent behaviour in his 
office, and the zeal and aſſiduity with which he diſcharged his 
duty : but the Hon. Member ſhould have known that the Houſe 
did not grant the large ſum of money to the clerk which he 
had mentioned, though his great application and labour had 
well deſerved it. | 

Mr. Marcus Beresford acknowleged the Houſe had not grant- 
ed ſo large a ſum as the Hon. Baronet had propoſed, but thou 
his merit in moving not one whit diminiſhed by the Houſe re- 
fuſing to comply. 


Sir Edward Newenham gave notice that he would, at a future 
day, move the Houſe to 8 a ſum of money ſufficient to 
plate, to be ornamented with the 

arms of Ireland, and kept in the caſtle, for the uſe of the Lord 
Lieutenant for the time being. This motion, he ſaid, he would 
make on a principle of ceconomy, for it was not only diſgrace- 
ful to Ireland, but a real and very great loſs, to have her 


Viceroys changed every day, and to put the nation to the ex- 
pence of a ſervice of plate for each. 
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Sir Henry Cavendiſh gave notice that he intended to introduce 
a bill for lowering the intereſt of money to five per cent. 

Mr. Ogle ſaid, be if the Hon. Baronet was not very certain 
of the neceſlity and practicability of ſuch a bill, it would be 
better not to move it all; but if it was moved, it ought to be 
determined upon with all convenient ſpeed, for while it was 
pending it mult prove injurious to the nation, by increaſing the 
difficulty of borrowing as it had formerly.been, when a univer- 
fal alarm, both here and in England, was ſpread as ſoon as it 
was mentioned. He defired to know if this bill was to have any 
retroſpective view to money already lent ? 

Sir Henry Cavendiſh, —I do admit that when I formerly ſtated 
this ſubject, an univerſal alarm was ſpread; and I do alſo ad- 
mit that great induſtry was uſed to ſpread that alarm. As to 
any retroſpect to money already lent, ſuch an abſurd and un- 
uit idea never entered my head; my intention is to ſerve the 
country, and I know nothing that can more effeQtually ſerve 
it than making money cheap. | | 

Mr. Ogle.—As to any induſtry that may have been uſed in 
ſpreading the alarm, I know nothing of it; but I amanfwered, 
when the Hon. Baronet tells me his bill is to have no retro- 

ve view. | 

Sir Jahn Parnel.—If the Hon. Baronet is not very certain of 
being able to carry his bill into effect, I would recommend it to 
him not to agitate ic at all; though if it could be made effectual, 
I confeſs it would be a very great advantage. This is now a 
riſing nation, money will be called out and find its way into 
trade that hitherto lay unuſed; nothing that could prevent this 
deſirable circumſtance ſhould now be brought forward ; we ſhould 
not give the monied people an alarm by interfering with their 
intereſt; it is a ſubject in which parliament ſhould interfere as 
ſeldom as poſſible; nor ſhould the rate of money ever be low- 
ered, till like other commodities, it had firſt found its own 
value in the market, and by redundancy had lowered itſelf. — 
Now I will aſk if that be the caſe at preſent; are there more 
lenders than borrowers ? Or do the frequent advertiſements for 
ſums of money which” cannot be obtained, even on the beſt 
l at fix per cent. prove the neceflity of reducing intereſt 
to hve? | 

Sir Nichalas Lawleſs, —1I fear this motion is premature, and 
that agitating it now will increaſe the already roo great diſh- 

culty which gentlemen find in raiſing money on their eſtates, 
As to commerce it cannot ſerve it, nor does commerce ſtand in 
need of ſuch an aid, at leaſt in the city of Dublin, for there the 
national bank is ever forward to promote the cauſe of commerce 
but it may produce a very injurious confequence, it may pre- 
vent the monied men of England from lending upon Iriſh ſecu- 


rity; the national intereſt in England is five per cent. and which 
of them will lend upon Iriſh ſecurity when he can get the belt 
in England, and receive the ſame rate of intereſt? f 

Mr. Daz id Latouche,—lIf the bill be referred to a committee, 
I wiſh it would be done as ſoon as 1 if I find it for 
the public good, I ſhall give it my affiſtance. I ſhould wiſh, 
Sir, that gentlemen would advert to the ſituation of this country, 
which wants plenty of money, and plenty of money only can 
operate to leflen the intereſt of it. If money be ſcarce, you 
may enact what laws you pleaſe, they will be found inopera- 
tive, When people want to borrow money, they can hardly at- 
tain it at fix per cent. ſhould the intereſt of money he lower- 
ed, thoſe who then want to borrow money will be obliged to 
ſell their lands. This will cauſe a glut in the market, and 
conſequently the price of land muſt fall, a matter requiring the 
moſt ſerious attention of this Houſe, It may indeed appear to 
remove ſome evils, but involves circumſtances dangerous to the 

ublic—for I much fear this meaſure will be dangerous to the 
Janded property of this country. 

Mr. er hoped the Right Hon. Baronet (Sir Henry Ca- 
vendiſh) would not infiſt on his motion now, as it was neceſ- 
ſary to go into a committee of ſupply ; and moved fur the or- 
der of the day, which was carried without a diviſion, 

The order of the day for going into the committze of ways 
and means on the poſt-office bill was moved. 

The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
ways and means, the Right Hon. John Foſter in the chair. 

Mr. Attorney General ſtated to the committee that fo long 

o as Lord Buckingham's adminiſtration, the neceſlity of eſta- 
bliſhing the poſt-oflice of Ireland, by Irith authority, had been 
perceived, and in order to carry it into effect his lordſhip, after 
conſulting with thoſe who were beſt able to give him informati- 
on on the ſubje&, propoſed to the Britiſh miniſtry, that an act 
of ſeparation ſhould be paſſed, that no accounts ſhould be kept, 
but that each country ſhould take to its own profit, the poſtage 
of all letters delivered within itſelf. This propoſal was rejected 
by the then adminiſtration of England, and in its ſtead a copy 
of a bill was drawn up, ſeparating the offices of the two king- 
doms, reſtraining Ireland to the advantages cf her internal pot- 
tage only, and granting to Great Britain the poſtage of ail let- 
ters from Great Britain to Ireland, and from Ireland to Great 
Britain. This bill was rejected by Lord Buckingham as being 
inadequate, and as leaving to Ireland a revenue ſcarcely ſuth- 
cient to maintain her poſt-office, 

It was again revived in Lord Carlille's adminiſtration, but no 
effectual ſteps could be taken before Lord Carliſle was tucceeded 
by the Duke of Portland, and during his Grace's ſhort reſidence 
nothing could be done upon the ſubject. 
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Lord Temple took it up, and inveſtigated it with great at- 
tention and ability. He approved of the plan originally ſug- 
geſted, but as his lordſhip was ſoon called away, * had not 
an opportunity of carrying it into effect. 

Lord Northin on adopted theſe ideas which Lord Temple 
had approved. His lordſhip repeated the propoſal which Lord 
Buckingham had made to the Britiſh miniſters, but could not 

il on them to accede to it. His lordſhip ſent over Mr. 
— to London to explain the ſubject, and give every infor- 
mation upon it. He was authoriſed to repreſent, that Ireland 
was willing to take upon herſelf the expence of pacquets, and 
to account 'to England for all foreign poſtage received in 
Ireland. ig 

During the ſpace of near three months Lord Clermont and 
Mr. Lees, laboured this point with the moſt unremitting zeal 
and attention; but the miniſters adhered ſtrictly to the reaſon- 
ing which had decided againſt the meaſure, during Lord Buck- 
ingham's adminiftration. 

The firſt objection was, the great inequality in point of te- 
venue to the diſadvantage of England, as might be clearly ex- 
emplifed in the caſe of a ſingle letter. Ireland, they ſaid, might 
receive on 2 ſingle letter, at an average, 8. poſtage from every 
part of England, whereas England could in no cale receive for 
the internal poſtage of a ſingle letter conyeyed in Ireland more 
than 44.— but that which was principally urged, and ſeemed 
the moſt relied upon, was, that as Great Britain conveyed at 
her own charge, the mails, both to and from Ireland, Ireland 
could have no juſt claim to any pait of the revenue ariſing 
from the labours and expence of England. That every coun- 
try ſhould be recompenſed for its own ſervices, that as England 
alone performed the duty, England * of courſe, alone, to 
receive the profit; and that with every diſpoſition on their part, 
not only to do juſtice, but to ſhew kindneſs to Ireland, they 
could not in this inftance relinquiſh the right of England. The 
ſituation of the country could not afford it, nor could they juſ- 
tify ſuch a proceeding to parliament. It was the juſtice of this 
argument was too ſtrong not to be admitted. But it was ſaid 
on the part of Ireland, that ſhe would eſtabliſh pacquet boats, 
and pay the expence cf all foreign letters to Holyhead. Her 
right to do ſo was not denied; but it was objected that by the 
law of England, the mails of that kingdom muſt be ſent out in 

-quet boats of her own; and though it was confeſſed that 
freland had the ſame right to ſend out her mails in pacquet 
boats of her own, yet for the accommodation of both ſides, and 
to prevent the trouble and expence of doubling the number of 
pacquet boats, it was propoſed as a compenſation to Ireland, 
until the ſhould think proper to eſtabliſh pacquet boats of her 
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own, to pay her 4,000. per annum, for the liberty of carrying 
her letters acroſs the channel. The difficulties, infeparable from 
any other plan, and the impropriety of either nation interfering 
with the revenue of the other, had induced Lord Northington 
to agree to thoſe terms, and England had in conſequence paſ- 
| fed an act, for the ſeparation of the poſt-offices of Great Britain 
and Ireland, which is however, not to take place until a ſimi- 
lar a& ſhall have been paſſed in this kingdom. 

The meaning of the bill, and the ſpirit of it was to allow 
each country to receive the poſtage of letters ſo far as ſhe 
carries them. 

To reſtrain the privilege of franking letters to the reſpective 
members of parliament within their reſpective kingdoms, and to 
enable the treaſury of England to pay over to that of Ireland, 
by quarterly payments, 4,000/. per annum, until Ireland ſhall 
think proper to eſtabliſh pacquet boats of her own. 

Now it appears to me that the compenſation 1s fully adequate, 
and a mi greater revenue than could be raiſed by eſtabliſh- 
ing Iriſh pacquet boats, which would be a very expenſive un- 
dertaking, and in the end, perhaps, not quit the colt; beſides 
this, England has aſſigned over to Ireland, free of expence, the 
poſt-office which lately coſt her between 7, and 8,000/. Upon 
the whole, I truſt the Houſe will perceive that every thing 
poſſible has been done by Lord Northington for the advantage 
of Ireland; and that he has been as ſucceſsful as could rea- 
ſonably be hoped. 

The Attorney General then proceeded to ſtate the plan upon 
which it was intended to eſtabliſh the Irith office. Gn the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, he ſaid it would do little more than pay its 
own expences; and in order to raiſe a revenue, the privilege 
of franking muſt be reſtrained to the perſonal convenience of 
the members of parliament, to which end it was propoſed that 
no letter ſhould paſs free that was not ſuperſcribed, 4nd dated on 
the back with the day of the week and month, by a member of 
parliament ;z and that if it was not put into the office the day of 
its date, it ſhould not be conſidered as free. He ſtated that it 
would be neceſſary to make a ſmall increaſe in the poſtage of 
letters, and moved the following reſolutions : | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty a general letter 
office, or poſt office, together with all inferior neceſſary offices, 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed within this kingdom, to continue to the 25th 
day of March, 1785 and that there ſhall be levied and paid to 

his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the portage and con- 
veyance of letters and packets by the ſaid offices, the ſeveral rates 
hereafter mentioned. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
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from the eſtabliſhment of ſuch general poſt-office, until the time 
aforeſaid, for the port and conveyance of every ſingle lettet of 
piece of paper from the office in this kingdom where ſuch letter 
or piece of paper ſhall be put in, to any diſtance within faid 
kingdom not exceeding fifteen miles Iriſh meaſure, the ſum of 24. 
— to any diſtance exceeding fifteen miles, and not exceeding 
thirty miles, the ſum of 30. and to any diſtance exceedin? thirt y 
miles, the ſum of 47. and for the port and conveyance of every 
double letter, double the ſaĩd ſums reſpectively; and of every 
treble letter, treble the ſaid ſums reſpeCtively ; and of every 
ounce weight, four times the ſaid ſums reſpeQtively, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater weight than an ounce, reckoning every 
quarter cf an ounce equal to a fingle letter. | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that every 
letter or packet directed from any place in this kingdom to any 
parts beyond the ſeas, ſhall be charged and pay according to the 
rates aforeſaid, for its portage and conveyance within this king- 
dom from or to Dublin or Donaghadee, according as it ſhall 
be reſpeQively ſhipped from or landed in either of the faid 
laces, | 
P Reſolved, That it is the opus of this committee, that every 


letter or packet paſſing through the general poſt- office in the city of 


Dublin, from any place within this kingdom not leſs diſtant than 
four miles from the ſaid office, to any place within the ſaid king- 
dom, not leſs diſtant likewiſe than four miles from the ſaid 
office, ſhall be charged and pay according to the diſtances in the 
foregoing reſolutions to Dublin, and be further charged and pay 
according to the fame from Dublin. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
every letter or packet directed on board, or brought or ſent from 
on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping in any port with- 
in this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, over and above the rates aforeſaid, < 
ſum of 14. . 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 


wards raiſing the ſaid ſupply a penny-poſt-office be eſtabliſhed in - 


the city of Dublin, for the port and conveyance of letters and 
packets within a circuit of four miles from the general poſt-office 
in the ſaid city. | | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
every letter or packet of any 2 which ſhall be ſent to or 
delivered from the general poſt- office by the penny- poſt, from 


or to any place not being within the ſaid city, there ſhall be paid 
the ſum of 14. over and above or excluſive of the rates aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
che port and conveyance of any letter or packet, being not more 
than four ounces in weight, from and to any place within the city 
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of Dublin, by the penny-poſt-office, there ſhall be paid, at the 
time of putting ſuch letter or packet into the office, the ſum of 
1d, and for the port and conveyance of every letter or packet, 
not exceeding the like weight, from any place in the ſaid city to 
any place outſide of the ſaid city within the circuit of the penny- 
poſt- office, or from any place outſide of the ſaid city within % 
circuit of the penny-poſt to any place in the ſaid city, there 
ſhall be paid, at the time of putting in ſuch letter or packet, the 
ſum of 14. and a further ſum of 1d. on the delivery thereof. 

Mr. Melyneux ſaid, that he ſaw no reaſon why we ſhould truſt 
England with the conveyance of our letters, while ſhe refuſed 
to truſt us ; that the eſtabliſhment of pacquet boats would be a 
ſmall expence and productive of a great revenue. And finally, 
that the proof of his aſſertion was this, that the office as left 
with Ireland, was unequal to its own expence, and therefore the 
miniſtry was obliged to raiſe the price of poſtage, and contract the 
privileges of the Houſe; — formerly it had been ſtated as 
an object of revenue, capable of producing 12, or 14, oool. per 
annum, without any ſuch increaſe of expence or diminution of 
pri vilege. 

Mr. Gardiner did not approve of the increaſe of poſtage, when 
too, it did not ſuperſede the neceſſity of abridging the privilege 
of that Houſe, which he thought ought to be kept perfect, and 
entire. | 

Mr. Corry objected to the tax as burthenſome to the commerce 
of this country. He repreſented a commercial town, and he 
could not be ſatisfied with the tax for his conſtituents, 

Mr. Orde,—I would not thus obtrude myſelf upon the Houſe, 
the firſt. day I have the honour cf ſitting here, but for the pur- 
poſe of anſwering ſome queſtions which gentlemen have been 
pleaſed to direct to me, and which render it improper for me 
to remain ſilent. 

This bill is not the act of the preſent adminiſtration, but a 
continuation of what was begun by the former; yet I ſhould be 
ſorry it was made an object of oppoſition, becauſe I believe it 
will be found a very fair and uſeful meaſure; but what I am 
moſt anxious to impreſs upon the Houſe is, that I ſhould be the 
moſt unhappy man exiſting, if gentlemen could for one moment 
imagine that I have any intention to impoſe upon them; on the 
contrary, whenever it ſhall be their pleature to call upon me, I 
ſhall moſt chearfully give them every ſatisfaction in my power. 

I have reaſon to think that the revenue now ariling from the 
inland poſtage of this kingdom, is hardly ſufficient to maintain 
the expence of the officers z but this revenue, aſſiſted by the four 
thouſand pounds a year which, Britain is to pay, will be equal 
to the future eſtabliſhment, though it will not go much beyond it. 

le has been aſked, Whether there be any intention to aid the 
ſupply by this meaſure ? 1 anſwer, Yes ; by reſtraining the pri- 
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of franking to the perſonal convenience of the members of 
parliament—by circumſcribing the unlimited manner in which 
the privilege has hicherts been exerciſed, and by the alteration in 
the charge of poſtage, I think ten thouſand pounds may annually 
be brought to the national aid. 

I have been but a ſhort time in this country, but I muſt have 
been very inattentive indeed, if ] had not ere now diſcover- 
ed the reſpect and deference which is due to the gentlemen 
1 now have the honour to fit among z and I beg leave to 
ſay, that they value too highly the good opinion of ſuch men 
ever to riſque it by bringing forward a meaſure injurious to 
the country, or which might not be laid open to the inſpection of 
all the world. Mr. Orue concluded with faying, that every ne- 
ceſſary document ſhould-be laid before the Houſe. 3 

Sir Nicburd Miſgrute ſaid, when the 13 of the nation was 
lately interrupted by rex a of the Houſe, gen- 
— —2 . affair of the — 
conſequence is before it, they make a wanton and unneceſſary 
oppoſition to it.—The regulation of the poſt-office took place 
during an adminiftration in England, which this Houſe and this 
nation ſhould look up to with gratitude ; and this law ſhould be 
wiſhed for, becauſe it will wipe away the laſt veſtige of that 
odious principle, ſo much and ſo juſtly ſpurned at, that Engliſh 
laws can operate in Ireland; beſides it will produce a l rge reve- 
nue, the appropriation of which can be attended to in the differ- 
ent proceſſes through-which the reſolutions of the committee muſt 
paſs, before they are executed into a law. 

Mr. Brownlow confefſed himfelf prejudiced in favcur of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's intentions by the open and candid man- 
ner in which he had expreſſed himſelf; but begged that one day 
more might be given to conſider the meafure now before the com- 
mittee, which he would receive as a favour. He ſaid, he could 


not fit down without returning the Right Honourable Secreta 


his thanks, for the favourable ſentiments he exprefſed, and al- 
ſured him, that an adminiſtration attentive to public good, 


as he believed the preſent to be, might always rely on ſupport 


from the independent gentlemen of Ireland. 


Mr. C:rry thanked the miniſter, for his unexampled candour, 
and readineſs to give the members of the Houſe ſatisfaction on a 
ſubject ſo highly intereſting to the nation. 

The committee reported progretyg” 


prayed leave to fit 
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Retrenchment in the military Elablithment, 74, 95, 126.— 
Moves for an Adddreſs to his Majeſt) on the Situation of the 
Country, and for Retrenchment, 305. | 

Breawnl:w, Mr. go, 93.— ls for a Retrenchment of the public 
Expences, 105.—Supports the propoſed Vieature of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 234.— Moves for thanks to the Speaker, 


| Fay Lord Chicf Baron, Motion for an Addreſs in Behalf of 
the Children of, 18.—Anſwer to the Addreſs, 55. 

Burgh, Captain, oppoſes Sir H. Cavendich's Motion for Retrench- 
ment, &c. 34, 130. 

Burgh, Mr. T. 201, 202, 220, 243, 276. 

Burke, Mr. preſents a Petition for a Kcnewal of the Tillage Du- 


ties, 49. 
Bube, vo his Speech in Favour of an Education in Ireland, 
57. For retaining the preſent military Eſtabliſhment, 81,— 
On the Ways and Means, 145, 146.—On the propoſed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 241,—On the Corn Bill, 291.— Supports 
the Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, 
365.—Oppoſes a Claule in the Corn Bill, 423. 


WS 


Canal Company, Petition 2 Proceedings with regard to, 
51, 57, 118, 298, 323, 326, 329, 340. 

Fs wal Mr. 80 tes — wy 

Cavendiſb, Sir Henry, oppoſes an Addreſs of Thanks to Lord 
Temple, 13.— Moves that Officers ſhould lay an Account of 
Money lodged in the Bank, 25.— Moves for a Retrenche 

ment of Expences, 33.—Supports the Motion for a Reduction 
of the military Eſtabliſhment, 80.—Moves that the Condition 
of the Kingdom requires Retrenchment, 94.— Again votes for 
a Reduction of the Army, 129.,—Gives Notice of his Inten- 
tion to move for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, for an additional 
Number of Judges, 143.—Speech on the Ways and Means, 
145.—On the Motion to increafe the Lord Lieutenant's Salary, 
200, 203. 

Chamber of Commerce, Debates concerning, 55, 205. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he be a Reſident moved for, 


493. 
Chatterton, Mr. 139, 322, 332, 344, 345s 370, 332, 383, 388, 


401 4 . * 
399, 491, 407 F.fa 


$ » * 
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Civil Lift, Motion concerning, 5 2. 

Clemente, Mr. 25, 50, 56, 79. 

Colville, Mr. 348. | 

Comolly, Mr. is againſt the Reduction of the Army, $5.—Preſents 
a Petition, 88.—Votes for an Addrefs to his Majeſty on the 
Prince of Wales's coming to Age, 18r. 

Cintefted Ele4izrs, Proceedings of the Houſe relative to, 17, 21, 
30, 32, 53, 56, 60, 70, 71, 85, ot, 116, 132, 144, 177, 195, 
204, 210, 221, 265, 268, 276, 292, 322, 330, 3232 343, 
345» 351, 352, 357, 385, 400, 419, 421, 422, 424. 

Cote, Sir Eyre, Motion that Thanks be given to, 48. 

Cote, Mr. his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 258. 

Corn Bill and (ern Trade, Proceedings on, 24, 289, 348, 390, 
384, 408, 417, 422. b 

Cerriy, Mr. moves for a Congratulation to his Majeſty on the 
Prince of Wales's attaining the Age of 21, 6, 223 for 
a Committee to conſider of the Eaſt India Trade, 10.— Speech 

on the Trade with Portugal, 47.— For the Addreſs for a mili- 
tary Reduction, 81.—Gives Notice of his intended Motion on 
the Prince of Wales's attaining 21, 114.—Moves it, 136.— 
Again moves it, 140, 177.—Oppoles the granting of any ad- 
ditional Salaries, 204.—Vindicates the Rights of the People, 
208.—Points out the Advantages of bonding of Duties, 270.— 

- » Speech on the Tobacco Bill, 273, 275.— On the Cora Bill, 
292.—On the Motion for Retrenchment, 410.—ls of Opinion 
* Granaries would be uſeful, 349. - Moves to bring in a 

ill to regulate Ships ſailing to d'ſtant Parts, 352. 

Craſtor, Mr. his Motion concerning the Application of Money for 

making the Shannon navigable, 57. | 

Cro:k/ban!, Mir. oppotes the Motion for a Retrenchment of the 
public Expences, 320. 

Crffe, Mr. 12, 13, 50, 55, 135, 195, 203. | 

Cunningl am, General, 130, 140, 249, 257, 258, 325, 4265, 366. 

Cerren, Mr. 116, 176, 255, 332.—His Speech on moving that 
it is the excluſive Privilege of the Commons to originate Money 
Bills, 333. 

Curtis, Sir Robert, Motion for Thanks to be given to, 50. 

Cuſtzms and 7ells, Motion to bring in a Bill for regulating, 192. 


D 


Daly, Rt. Hon. Dennis, ſpeaks againſt reducing the Army, 106, 
107.——Is againft receiving a Petition from a Body tiling itſelt 
a Chamber of Commerce, 206.—Oppoſes the Bill for a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, * 
Delia, 8 rd, 87, 135, 144, 197, 267, 294, 302, 330, 339, 
737 383. 5 
Pt, Election of, Proceedings 
293. | 


+ 


in the Matter of, 17, 132, 144, 


1 


+ 
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Deyl-, Mr. 82.— His Speeches on a propoſed Reduction of the 
military Eſtabliſhment, 97, 99, 102, 1309.—Diſapproves of 
new Taves, 147.—Is againſt the Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 263.—His Speech on the propoſed Adjournment, 353. 

Drapery, old and new imported, Account of ordered, zo. 


E. 


Eaft-India Goods, Committee to inveſtigate the Regulations of, 
17. 

Ed: cation in Ireland recommended, and Petition in Behalf of, 
$7+ | 

Eledion controverted, of the County of Down, Proceedings in, 
17, 142, 292. 
For other diſputed Elections, fee Contefted Elediaus. 

Election Laws very defective, 332.—The Provoſt promiſes his 
Aſſiſtance to reform and reduce them to a Syſtem, 24. 

Engliſh, Mr. Alexander, Proceedings of the Houſe in the Matter 
of, 71, 116, 345, 351,360, 421, 422. - 

Enniſcorthy, Borough of, Proceedings relative to, 71, 116. 

Equalizing Duties, 172. 

Exchequer, Chancellor of the, that he be reſident in the Kingdom 
moved for, 403. #7 

Expences, Retrenchment of, Debate on the Motion for, 33, 43, 
303, 425. 

Exports and Imports, Motion for an Account of, 11. 


P. 


Fencible Regiments, Motion relative to, 5 3. Mr. Molynęux 
moves for a Cenſure on the Adviſers of this Meaſure, 299. 
Fiſhing Veſſels, Sums paid in Premiums to, an Account of or- 

dered, 30. 

Fitzgerald, Counſellor James, 149. 

Fitegeralu, Lord Charles, bears honourable Teſtimony to the 
Speaker's Merit, 2.—Preſents a Petition for a Loan from the 

ndertakers of the Grand Canal, 51. 

Fitzgibbon, Mr. oppoſes Mr. Corry's Motion for an Addreſs to 
the King, on the Prince of Wales's attaining his Age of 21, 
8.— Objects to a Motion relative to the Borough of Kilmal- 
lock, 115, 116.— Moves the Houſe ſhould be cleared, 209.— 
Is againſt a Parliamentary Reform, 2 37,—Speech on the To- 
bacco Bill, 275.,—Oppoſes Loan to the Canal Company, 
327.—$ee alſo the latter Part under Attorney General. 

Tlzz4, Mr. Henry, ſupports Motion for Retrenchment, 35, 37, 
39, 42.— His Vindication of his Character agaiuſt the Attack 
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of Mr. Grattan, 61. Speeches for a Reduction of the military 
Eſtabliſument, 71, 82, 94, 96, 105, 186, 107.— Speech on 
Mr. Peiham's Statement of the national Accounts, 118.—At- 
raigns the Meaſure of raifing fencible Regiments, &c. 224. — 
Speech on the propoſed Parliamentary Reform, 228. 

Flacd, Sir Frederick, 88, 286, 287, 395. 8 

Forbes, Mr. 251. | 

Fefter, Rt. Hon. John, moves for Committee to examine into 
the Trade with Portugal, 45, 45.—Moves that public Money 
ſhould be faichfully accounced for, 89.—Reports from the 
Committee for raifing Supplies, 150.—Preſents the Loan Bill, 
107. —-Inſiſts that Ircland ſhould have all the Benelits of the 
Meals Act, 205, 2i3.—Speech on the Tobacco Bill, 
274.—On the Corn Bill, 289.—0On the Loan to the Canal 
Company, 326, 327. 

Foundling-Heoſpital, Report concerning, 54. 


* G. 


Gardiner, Rt. Hon. Luke, moves for an Addreſs of Thanks to 
Lord Temple, 12.—Speech on the Trade with Portugal, 45. 
—On the Protecting Duties, 191.— On the propoſed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 233.—Preſents a Petition, praying to limit 
the Exportation of Linen Yarn, 296. | 

Granaries public, a Neceility for introducing in the North of 
Ireland, 348. | | 

Grand Canal. See Canal Company. 

Grants of public Money, 120, et jeq. 150, et ſeq. 182, et ſeq. 

Grattan, Mr. ſupports Motion . Retrenchment, 39, 41,—ls 
againſt a Reduction of the military Efabliſhment, 84, 103, 
105, 106,—Thinks the Collection of the Revenue is an Ob- 
ject of Retrenchment, 111, 213.— Supports the Bill for a Par- 
liamentary Reform, 259.—Speech on the Motion. for a Re- 
trenchment of the public Expences, 318.—On the Motion for 
an Addreſs of Thanks to the Lord Licutenant, 367. 

Green, Mr. 114, 120, 174, 192, 406. 

Griffub, Mr. moves for Thanks to Sir Robert Curtis, 50.— 
Intimates his Intention to move for an additional Stipend to 
the Lord Lieusenant and his Secretary, 5 3.—Speech in 
Favour of Retrenchment, 128.—On the Ways and Means, 
147. . 


H. 
Harlour of Dublin, 4,000). only expended by the Ballaſt- office to 


improve, out of 120, Cool. received, 55. 
Hamilton, Mr. Secretar) » 347» 


* 


I N D E X. 


Hardy, Mr. his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Reſorm, 
251, 

Hartley, Mr. moves for an Addreſs to his Excellency to receive 
Bonds for Dities on Corn, 22, 24.—Preſents Addreſs from 
the Climber of Commerce, 55.—Speaks in Favcur of the 
pretent military Etabliſhinent, 31.—Prefents a Petition from 

the Corporation of Hatters, 143. —Oppotcs new Taxes, 146, 
147.—Speech on the Flantation Trade, 1752. —Shews why 
bonding of Duties ſhould be adopted, 270.—Propoles an 
Amendment of the Tobacco Bill, 272.—Supports the Loan to 
the Canal Company, 328. 

Hariſtonge, Sir Henry, 131, 144, 256, 360. 

Hatters, Petition of preſented, 148. 

Hatton, Mr. 351. 

F'a;es, Colonel, 138, 283. 

Hearth Maney, Motion concerning, 52. 

Holmes, Mr. 196, 338, 415. 

Heug hing, Motion by General Luttrell to bring in a Bill to pre- 
vent, 419. | 

Ilauſe, the Orders for regulating, Debate on, 51. 

Hughes, Sir Edward, Motion that Thanks be returned to, 
50. 

Huſſey, Mr. 205, 27 3, 336. 

For Rt. Hon. John Hely Hutchinſon, See Prove. | 

Hutchinſon, Mr. Richard Hely, his Speech on the Bill for a Par- 
liamentary Reform, 244. 


. 
Jephſen, Mr. Robert, his Speech on the Bill for tax ing Abſentees, 
281. 


I »portation of Corn, Motion for the Continuance of the Bill for, 17. 

* and £xyorts, Motion for an Account of, 11. 

Inland Navigation, Petition preſented relative to by Mr. Burke, 
49.—Motion concerning, 57.—Proceedings relative to, 298, 
323, 320, 329, 406. / 

Inſelvent Debtors, Proceedings in regard of, 13), 337, 338, 339, 
34's 345, 353, 388, 395, 401, 406, 4% 

Intereſi of Mey, 2 ill for lowering to 5 per Cent. propoſed to 
be introduced, 426. 

Tobufion, Sit Richard, 41 3. 

Tenes, Mr. 1 35, 200, » 413, 414. | ; 

Lakin and 3 Treaty on recommended, 27.— Bill 
moved fur to promote their mutual Intercourſe, 29. 

. additional Number of, Motion for, 143. 

tice, Adminiſtration of, Bill brought in by Sir Edward New- 
enham, 362.— Read and comvutted, 385. 
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Fuftices of the Peace, Bill for the better aſcertaining the Qua- 


lifications of, brought in by Sir Edward Newenham, 362, 
385. Fl | 


K. 


Kearney, Mr. 131, 138, 203, 250. 

Kelly, Mr. See Prime Serjeant. 

Kilkenny Sch:zl, Petition from the Maſter of preſented, 56. 

Kilmallock, Borough of, Petition concerning preſented by Sir 

Edward Newenham, 56.— Motion concerning, 115, 385. 

Kilwarlin, Lord, 132, 1 34, 144, 267. 

King ſboreugh, Lord, his Speech on the propoſed Parliamentary 
Reform, 241. ' 


L. 


Lanerijbe, Sir Hercules, vindicates the Tillage Laws, 23.— 
Oppoſes the Reduction of the military Eſtabliſhment, 97.— 
Oppoſes a Parliamentary Reform, 231.—Oppoſes Mr. Cur- 


ren's Motion, that it is che fole and undoubted Privilege of 
the Commons to originate Money Bills, 


883 an 
Adjournment propoſed, 355. — Kecommends the. Naturaliza- 
tion Bill, 396 


Latouche, Mr. David, vindicates the Conduct of the Bank, 54. 
Lauliſ, Sir Nicholas, oppoſes lowering the Intereſt of Money, 
42 


Linen Manuſa&ure, Proceedings relative to the, 54.— Petition 
concerning preſented, and Debates on, 296, 337, 379. 

Linen Tarn, to limit the Exportation of, 296, 337, 339. 

Lean Bill to Captain trooke, Proceedings in, 217, 321, 331. 

Lord Lieutenant Speech, 2. 

Lord Mayor, Motion made for the Attendance of at the Bar of 
the Houle, 370. 

Loftus, Mr. Tottenham, 6. | 

Leng fiela, Mr. ſupports an Enquiry into the Trade with Por- 
tugal, 48.—Oppoſes new Taxes, 148.— Is againſt laying on 


an additional Duty on Rum, 211.—Moves for Relief of the 
Poor of Cork, 358. 


Lotteries, railing Money by reprehended, as inducing a Spirit of 
Gaming detrimental to Morals, 197. 


Luttrell, General, 90, 92, 95, 96, 102, 131, 136, 419. 


M. 
Malone, Mr. 330, 363. * 


Manufactures, State of the, Proceedings relative to, 27, 59, 
114, 135, 375 
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Maſen, Mr. oppoſes Sir Henry Cavendiſh's Motion for a Re- 
trenchment of Expences, 33, 38.—Inſiſts on ſubſtantial Juſ- 
tice being done in all Cafes, 134.—Defends the Board of 
Trade with reſpect to their Conduct relative to the Equali- 


zation Duties, 174.—Oppoſes the Abſentee Bill, 284. 
Maſſey, Hon. Mr. 116, 257, 288, 388. 


Meſſages to the Houſe, 1. | 

Mete, Serjeant, 134, 144, 249. 

Military Ejtabliſhment, Debate concerning a Reduction of, 71, 
et ſeq. 110, 126, 221. 

Molyneux, Mr. G. ſupports Mr. Flood's Motion to reduce the 
military Eſtabliſhment, 76, 96.—Charges Adminiſtration with 
Profuſion and miſplaced Oeconomy, 108.—Propoſes the ftrik- 
ing off the Deputy of the Judge Advocate, 13 1.,—Gives No- 
tice that he would move for an Abſentee Tax, 143,—His 
Speech on moving for an Augmentation of the Salary of the 
Lord Lieutenant, 197, 198, 201.—Vindicates that Meaſure, 
318.—On the propoſed Parliamentary Reform, 231.— 
Speeches on his Bill for a Tax on Abſentees, 277, 288.— 
Moves for 4 Cenſure on the Adviſers of raiſing fencible Regi- 
ments, 299.— Speech on a Motion for an Addrefs to his Ma- 
jeſty for Retrenchment, 309.—Oppoſes an Addreſs of Thanks 


to the Lord Lieutenant, 364, 365.—Moves that the Chan- 
cellor ot the Exchequer be reſident in the Kingdom, 403. 


Maney Bills not to exceed the Term of Six Months propoſed, 


109.— That it is the ſole Privilege of the Commons to origi- 
nate, moved for, 335. 


M-ntgomery, Mr. Alexander, 203, 321. 

Montgomery, Mr. George, 138, 212, 350, 351. 

Morres, Mr. Lodge, 199, 208, 329. 

Muſgrave, Sir Richard, 193, 200, 283, 299, 365, 432. 


N. 


Naticnal ſccennti, Statement of by Mr. Pelham, 118. 

National Bank, Motion that the Officers ſhould lay an Account 
of the public Monzy lodged in, 25. 

Nataraiization Bill, Proceedings on the, 396. 

Nawigatin Ad, Queſtions relating to, 205, 213, 272, 273, 
275. 

2 Moti 
nal. 


on concerning the Inland, 51, 57. See Ca- 


Neville, Mr. 250. 


Newenban, Sit Edward, his Speech in Behalf of protecting Du- 
ties, 27.—Rccommend3 a commercial Treaty with America, 
27. — Supports a Motion tor Retrenchment, 34.—Moves tor 
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the Thanks of the Houſe to Sir Edward Hughes and Com- 
modore King, 50. —Interferes to ſupport the Honour of Par- 
liament, and prevent» private Altercation, o. - Moves for a 
Limitation of the Perm of Money Bills, 109, — That an Or- 
der be made that the Corporation Books relative to the Bo- 
rough of Kilmallock, be lodged with the Clerk, of the Houle, 
115, 116.— Gives Notice of an intended Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majefty, to enter into a Treaty with the United 
States of America, 195.—Speech on the propoſed Augmenta- 
tion of the Lord Lieutenant's Salary, 202.—1s for receiving 
à Petition from the Chamber of Commerce, 207.,—Supports 
the Meaſure of a Parliamentary Reform, 225, 239,—Oppolcs 
the Abſentee Bill, 283.—Supports the Motion for a Retrench- 
ment, 340,—Moves for Leave to bring in a Bill for ſecuring 
the Freedom of Parliament, 332.—Recommends 2 Parliamen- 
tary Reform, AALimitacion of the Influence of the Crown, and 
proteſting Duties, 344.—Sugzefis a Mode of relieving the 
Poor, 360,—Oppoles an Addreis of Thanks to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, 363.,—Moves an Amendment to the Motion for a con- 
gratulatory Addreſs to the Duke of Rutland, 374.—Preſents a 
Petition from the Freeholders of the County of Dublin, 391. 


O. 


Oat: and Barley, to prevent a Scarcity of, 347. 

Of®Brien, Sir Lucius, his Speech on the propoſed Adjournment, 
353-—Propoſes Meaſures for the Relief of the Poor, 379. 

Ogle, Mr. oppoſes the Motion for a Reduction of the military 
Eftablithment, 57.—Supper:s the Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 244.—Oppoſes the Abſentce 'Tax Bill, 280. 

bo Us Mr. 128, 140, 177, 195, 221, 222, 250, 332, 3555 

, 2 0 ; 

OM, Ke. Hon. John, ſupports the Meaſure of a propoſed Par- 
liamentary Reform, 236.—Oppoſes the Abſentee Bill, 287. 
Orde, Mr. Secretary, his Speech on the Poſt-office Bill, 431.— 
Orders of the Houſe, contradictery pointed out by the Provolt, 
"off f | 
8 Mr. 182. ; 
Gibo ne, Sir Thomas, his Speech on the propoſed Parliamentary 
Reform, 227.—Oppoſes the Abtentee Bill, as hoſtile to Li- 

betty, 289. 8 | 


P. 


| Parliamentary Orders, ſome abſurd ones pointed out by the Pro- 
; wat, „ 32. | | 
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Parliamentary Reform, Proceedings on, 225, 391, 392, 393. 


413. | 

Parnell Sir John, vindicates the Revenue Board, 112.—Oppoſes 
the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 248.—Supports his Mo- 
tion relative to the County of Down Election, 293. 

Parſons, Mr. ſpeaks for a Reduction of the military Eſtabliſh- 

ment, 82, 98, 131.—Supports the Bill for a Parliamentary 
Reform, 244.—Seconds the Motion of its being the excluſive _ 
Right of the Commons to originate Money Bills, 335. 

Peiham, Rt. Hon. Thomas, his Encomium on the Speaker and 
Recommendation for a Re-Election to the Chair, 2.—Aſſures 
the Houſe of his Excellency's wiſh to promote the Linen- 
Manufacture, 11.—Will concur in practicable Meaſures for 
Retrenchment, 38, 319.— Vindicates his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters, 47, 82, 93.— Declares himſelf againſt a propoſed Mo- 
tion for an additional Stipend to the Lord Lieutenant and 
his Secretary, 113z.—8tates the national Accounts to the 
Houſe, 118.—Promiſes Oeconomy, 127, 319.— Speech on 
the Tobacco Bill, 275. 

Penjions, an Account of ordered, 30. 

Ptyjical Schaal, to eſtabliſh, propoſed by the Provoſt, 193. 

Pele, Hon. Weſley, 127, 128, 138, 181, 203, 234, 285, 

Ponſonby, Rt. Hon. John, moves for the Relief of the Poor, 


357» 

P.:njonly, Mr. Brabazon, 362. 

eure, Mr. George, oppoſes Sir Henry Cavendiſh's Motion 
or Retrenchment, 36, 37.—Oppoles a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 235.—Moves that the 100,000/. granted by Parliament 
for raiſing Seamen were faithfully applied, 295.—Supports 
the Naturalization Bill, 498. 

Por, Debates on the Difreitts of, 229 27. . 

Prtugal, Trade with, Motion concerning, 45.—Debates on, 


141. 

Poji-Cffice Bill, Proceedings on the, 427. —Propoſed Regula- 
tions, 428, et ſeq. 

Prime Serjeant, (Mr. Kelly) declares his Readineſs to ſupport 
Motion for Retrenchment, 38.— Speech declarative of his in- 
dependent Principles, 209.— Speech on the propoſed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 239.— On the County of Down Election, 
293. On the Loan to the Canal Company, 327. 

Prix ilege, Mlatters relative to, 59, 135, 220, 260, 269, 322, 351, 
355, 400, 405. : 

Prateaing uites, Debates on, 27, 191—Recommended by Sir 
Joha Blaguicre, 137, and by Sir Edward Newenham, 344. 

Prciacial tveviments viadicated, 223. + 

Proveft moves ivr Leave to bring in a Bill to diſcharge Perſons 
acquitied, but detained tor Fees, 31.—Propofes the Revival 
of the Proteſſorſnips inſtituted by Sir Patrick Dunn, 193.— 


1 11 E X. 

0 x3 againſt laying an additional Duty on Rum, 219.— 

Againſt the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 259.—Shews the 

- Deficiency of the Election Laws, 332.—Oppoſes the Motion, 

that it is the ſole Privilege of the Commons to originate Money 

Bills, 336.—Defends his Character, 344.—Pretents a Bill for 

the Relief of Priſoners charged with Felony, diicharged by 
Proclamation, 415. = 


Q. 


Qualification Bill of Members ſerving in Parliament, propoſed by 
Mr. Crofton, 32. 


DQralifications of Juſtices of the Peace, Bill to aſcertain brought 
in, 362, 385. ; 


R. 


Recorder. See Bradſtreet, Sit Samuel. 

Referm Parliamentary, Proceedings and Debates on, 225, 391, 
392, 393, 413. * 

Repreſentation of the Perle, for a more equal, Proceedings on, 


225. | 
| , Retrenchment of Expences, Debate on the Motion for, 33, 43 
393, 425- | 
N the Collection of, Debates concerning, 111. 
Reventze of Ballaſi-office, 4, ooo. a Year for thirty Years paſt, a 


thirtieth Part only of which ſpent in improving the Harbour 
of Dublin, 88. : 


Regney, Admital Lord, his Letter to the Houſe, 19. 
Refs, Colonel, 265, 331. 
Rutland, Duke of, Motion made for an Addreſs to, 37 3. 


S. 


Sail- clatb Manufa4ory, Petition concerning preſented by the Pro- 
voſt, 149. 


Salaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary moved to be 
augmented, 197. x 

School, a Phylical, propoſed to be eſtabliſhed, 193. 

Scat, Rt. Hon. en vindicates Lord Temple, 14, 15.—Is 
againſt receiving a Petition from the Chamber of Commerce, 
as a Body unknown to the Conſtitution, 207, 208.— Speech 
on the propoſed Adjournment, 355. 

Shannon, for making navigable, Motion concerning the Applica- 
tion of Money for, 57. 

Sheridan, Mr. 268. 


NES. 1 


Silk Manufacture, Petition in Favcur of, 1 35. 

Skeffington, Mr. 132. 

Smith, Mr. 53, 217. 

Solicitor General, Mr. 26, 241. | 

Soldiers, Houghing of, Motion made to prevent, 419. 

Speech of his Excellency, 2. 

Spinning perpetual, a complete Set of Machinery for, a Petition 
preſented relative to, 57. 

Stamp-office, Motion concerning, 52.—Duties to be paid to, 
I et . 

St. 22% oppoſes an Addreſs to Lord Temple, 16. 

Stewart, Sir Anncſley, 213, 294. 

Stipend additional to the Lord Lieutenant, moved for, 197.— 

bates on the Subject, 198.—The Motion carried, 202. 
Sudley, Lord, moves for an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty, 4. . 


my 


Talbet, Richard, petitions the Houſe relative to a Set of Machi- 
nery for N brought over from England, 57. 

Temple, Earl, his Anſwer to the Thanks of the Houſe, 59. 

Tillage Laws vindicated, 23. Petition for the Renewal of, 49. 

Tobacco Bill, Proceedings on the, 2929 2 

Tuler, Mr. Daniel, his Speech on the Portugal Trade, 46, 48.— 
Seconds Mr, Molyneux's Motion for an Augmentation of the 
Lord Lieutenant's Salary, 198. 

Toler, Mr. 2 his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 256.— On the Motion to his Excellency to take proper 
Meaſures to prevent a Scarcity of Oats and Barley, 347. 

Tell; and Cuſtoms, Motion to bring in a Bill for regulating, 192.— 
Great Oppreiſions in collecting, 193.—Proceedings relative 
to, 27, 59. 

Trade and Manmfatures, Report from the Committee appointed 
to enquire, into, preſented, 414. 


Trade with Portugal, an Enquiry into the, 48.—Debates on, 
1 4 a 
Treaty between Ireland and America recommended, 27. 


U. 


Uniacke, Mr. moves for the Attendance of the Lord Mayor at the 
Bar of the Houſe, 370. 

United States of America, a commercial Treaty with recommend- 
ed, 27.—A Bill to promote the Intercourſe between Ireland 
and America moved for by Mr. Felſter, 29. 


Wales, Prince of, attaining the Age of 21, an Addreſs of Cab 
gratulation to his Majeſty moved for by Mr. Corry, 6.— Again 
moved for by the ſame — rpg 136, 140, 177. 

Warburton, Mr. ſupports protecting Duties, L47» 

V ard, Mr. 144. 

Warren, Alderman,' 414. 

Warren, Auguſtus, Eſq; Proceedings with regard to, 342, 343. 

We ys Mr. . rts the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 257. 

ppt e Abſentee Bill, 286. 

Weilfe, > brody 251. 

Waoellen Manufacture, Motion concerning, and min rela- 

. tive tO, 11, 30, 50, 140, 141, 148. 

* Werk-houſe, Report concerning, 54. 


v. 


1 . ge Proceedings oſ the Houſe 
kelative to, 37» 339. 
Yelverten, Mr. t of the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, 
3 Acne _ ) 


